
EN
G

LI
SH

3Book
Level: 3

Strange 
but true

GRADE 3 HOME LANGUAGE

 Robby Rabbit 
tricks Freddie Fox

Grumpy Kid’s diary



Group-guided reading

Learners should do the group-reading 
activities after reading the story. 
Let learners work in groups to complete the 
appropriate group-reading activities included 
in the back of the book. They should not 
write in this book. Written activities should 
be done in their exercise books.

Let learners do a role play 
if the text lends itself to it.

Before reading
• Page through the story the learners will read. Talk about the illustrations.
• Ask them to predict what the story will be about; based on the title and the 

pictures.
• Introduce new or difficult words prior to the learners reading the story. 
• Make word cards to introduce new vocabulary. (See the list of new vocabulary 

in the back inner cover.)

First reading
• Learners should read the text individually. 
• Learners should read silently or they can ‘whisper-read’ the text.
• Move from one learner to the next, requesting each learner to read a section 

of the text aloud. 

Discussion 
• Ask comprehension questions based on the text. 
• Focus on phonics, sight words and vocabulary.
• You will find the activities in the back of this book useful to guide the 

discussion. (Select appropriate activities for the level of the learners.)

Second reading
• On later days, let learners reread the book, either in pairs or alone. 
• Focus on fluency, grammar and vocabulary.  
• Let learners complete the group-guided activities which are included in the 

back of this book. (Select appropriate activities for the level of the learners.)
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But the flea is the 
champion! It can jump 
up to three hundred 
times its body length. 
Imagine, if a flea was half a centimetre, 
it could jump over your head. 
If we had the jumping ability of the flea, 
we could jump over a soccer 
stadium.
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I win!
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Look at the pictures. Can you identify the camouflaged 
animals?

Group reading activities

11
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3 4
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i.  Chimpanzees are really smart.

ii.  Big whales travel far for food!

iii.  Some plants eat insects.

iv.  Geckos can't climb walls.

v.  Springboks can jump high and far.

vi.  Hippos have only four teeth.

vii.  Some animals change colour to camouflage 
themselves.

viii.  Humans have two sets of teeth.

ix.  Flying snakes live in the rainforest.

x. You can sneeze with your eyes open.
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Tell your friend whether each of the following statements 
is true or false.

3
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i.  Chimpanzees are really smart.

ii.  Big whales travel far for food!

iii.  Some plants eat insects.

iv.  Geckos can't climb walls.

v.  Springboks can jump high and far.

vi.  Hippos have only four teeth.

vii.  Some animals change colour to camouflage 
themselves.

viii.  Humans have two sets of teeth.

ix.  Flying snakes live in the rainforest.

x. You can sneeze with your eyes open.

Mammals are animals that have fur or hair.
Make a list of all the mammals you can think of. 
Use commas to separate the words in the list.

2
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 Rewrite these sentences using the correct punctuation. 

i. did you know that chimpanzees are really smart

ii. crocodiles grow new teeth every two years and 
rats never lose their teeth

iii. giraffes use their long necks to reach the upper 
branches of trees

5 Rewrite these sentences using the correct punctuation. 
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Match these words with their meanings. Then use the 
words to form sentences of your own. 

6

 camouflage

 irritate

 adapt

 prey

 predator

 zipline

 annoy

 disguise

 victim

 change

 ropeslide

 hunter

4 Reptiles have scales and usually can’t fly. 
Make a list of all the reptiles you can think of. Use 
commas to separate the words.

Which animals are not mentioned in either of your lists?
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allocate some time each day for 
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