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Introduction
In almost every South African classroom you will find speakers of a number of different languages. Because of this, you may need to teach in 
a slightly different way to include all learners. Firstly, acknowledge that your learners may speak a number of different languages, and find out 
more about the home languages of each learner. Then, use the bilingual dictionary to help you as you teach Mathematics.

This bilingual dictionary includes the daily list of lesson vocabulary that is included in the lesson plans and teacher’s notes. In the dictionary 
you will find explanations and diagrams for the lesson vocabulary. It is structured in alphabetical order according to the English terms.

Lesson vocabulary is the important mathematical vocabulary that is used in the lesson. Please go through the lesson vocabulary as part of 
your lesson preparation. These terms are important as they are the language of mathematics that each learner needs to learn and understand, 
in order to build a solid foundation and understanding of this subject. It is important to explain these words to your learners, and to encourage 
learners to use them as well.

You should also use more than one language to explain the words if necessary – the dictionary will help you to do this. Many South African 
Mathematics teachers already code-switch to help their learners understand mathematical concepts and terms. This means that they alternate 
between two or more languages when explaining mathematics. Research has shown that this is a very useful practice that does indeed help 
learners to understand. Code-switching allows teachers and learners to draw on all of their language skills to learn, rather than to be limited by 
one language only. This practice is now used internationally and is also called ‘translanguaging’.

If you have learners in your class who are not yet comfortable in the LoLT (Language of Teaching and Learning), try to explain the word in  
a language they understand. You can also use gestures or pictures to help you explain a concept. Another strategy is to let learners who speak  
the same language discuss the concept in their home language and explain to one another.

The revised CAPS Section 4 (Assessment) endorses the use of more than one language to speak mathematically.
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Singeniso
Emaklasini lamanyenti aseNingizimu Afrika utawutfola labakhuluma tilwimi letahlukahlukene. Ngenca yalesimo, kungadzinga kutsi kutsi 
ufundzise ngendlela letsi ayehluke kancane kute bonkhe bafundzi bakhone kutsi banakeke. Kwekucala, yamukela kutsi bafundzi bakho 
bangahle bakhulume tilwimi letinyenti letingefani, bese utfolisisa kabanti mayelana nelulwimi lwasekhaya lwemfundzi ngamunye. Ngemuva 
kwaloko, sebentisa sichazamagama lesilwimimbili kute sikusite uma ufundzisa tibalo/imethamethiksi. 

Lesichazamagama lesilwimimbili sifaka ekhatsi luhla llwemalanga onkhe lwesilulumagama esifundvo lesitfolakala eluhlelweni lwetifundvo 
nasemanotsini emfundzisi/athishela. Kulesichazamagama utawutfola tinchazelo nemidvwebo yesilulumagama sesifundvo. Sakhiwe sahleleka 
ngekulandzelana kwema-alfabhethi ngekulanszela emathemu eSingisi.

Silulumagama sesifundvo silulumagama setibalo lesibalulekile lesisetjentiswa esifundvweni. Uyacelwa kutsi ubukisise lesilulumagama 
sesifundvo njengencenye yekulungiselela sifundvo sakho Lamathemu abalulekile njengobe asebentisa lulwimi lwetibalo loludzinga kutsi 
umfundzi ngamunye alufundze futsi aluvisise, kute kwakheke sisekelo lesicinile nekuvisisa lesifundvo. Kubalulekile kutsi uchaze lamathemu 
kubafundzi, nekukhutsata bafundzi kutsi bawasebentise nabo.

Kufanele kutsi kutsi usebentise tilwimi letedlula kulunye uma kunesidzingo – lesichazamagama sitakusita kutsi wente loku. Bothishela 
labanyenti betibalo baseNingizimu Afrika bantjintjela nobe bafaka lolunye lulwimi kute basite bafundzi babo kutsi bavisise emakhonsepthi 
namathemu etibalo. Loku kuchaza kutsi basebentisa tilwimi letimbili nangetulu ngendlela yekutisebentisa kanyekanye uma bachaza ngetibalo. 
Lucwaningo luvete kutsi lena yindlela yekwenta lesita kakhulu kutsi bafundzi bakhone kuvisisa. Kuntjintjela kulollunye lulwimi kuvumela kutsi 
bafundzi nabothishela kutsi basebentise emakhono onkhe elulwimi kute bafundze, kunekutsi bavaleleke/bacondziswe elulwimini lunye kuphela. 
Lenchubo nyalo seyentiwa umhlaba wonkhe/inthaneshinali iphindze ibitwe ngekutsi i- ‘translanguaging’. 

Uma unebafundzi eklasini lakho labanganeliseki ngeLulwimi Lwekufundza neKufundzisa-LoLT (Language of Teaching and 
Learning), Yenta taba tekuchaza leligama ngelulwimi lebaluvisisako. Ungaphindza usebentise lulwimi lwemtimba/emagestja 
nobe titfombe kute usitakale kutsi uchaze ikhonsepthi. Lenye indlelanchubo kutsi uvumele bafundzi labakhuluma lulwimi 
lolufanako bacocisane ngalekhonsepthi ngekusebentisa lulwimi lwabo, baphindze babe nendlela yekutsi 
bachazelane bodvwa.

Sigaba 4 se-CAPS lebuyeketiwe (Luhlolo) iniketa imvumo yekusebentisa tilwimi letingetulu 
kwalunye kute kukhulunywe ngekwetibalo/mathamethikhali.
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Maths word Explanation/diagram Ligama letibalo Umdvwebo/inchazelo

100 square A chart that has numbers written in ten 
rows of 1s, from 1–100. 

sikwele se-100 Lishadi lelinetinombolo letibhalwe 
emigceni lelishumi lenakunye, lokucala 
ku-1-100.

1 000 square A chart that has numbers written in ten 
rows of 10s, from 10–1 000.

sikwele se-1 000 Lishadi lelinetinombolo letihlelwe 
ngemigca lelishumi yema-10, lecala 
e-10–1 000.

Aa
above (position) In a higher place than.

e.g. The bird is higher than the dog. 
ngetulu (indzawo) Ngetudlwana/ngetulu kwalokutsite, 

Endzaweni lesetudlwana kuna-.
sib. Inyoni ingetulu isetudlwana 
kunenja.

absolute value The magnitude of a real number without regard to its sign.  
It means how far a number is from zero. 
e.g. The numbers –2 and 2 both have an absolute value of 2. 
They are both a distance of 2 from zero on a number line.

0 1 2 3 4 5–5 –4 –3 –2 –1

lizinga lekukhwesha/ 
ivelu yekukhwesha/ 
i-absoluthi velu

Bukhulu benombolo lengiyonayona ngaphandle kwekubuka 
luphawu lwayo. Kusho kutsi inombolo ikhashane ngakanani uma 
kusuka tukwelicandza. 
sib. Tinombolo –2 na 2 totimbili tinevelu yekukhwesaha ya-2. 
Totimbili tihamba libanga la-2 kusuka kuziro kunambalayini.

0 1 2 3 4 5–5 –4 –3 –2 –1
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Maths word Explanation/diagram Ligama letibalo Umdvwebo/inchazelo

across Go from one side to another.
e.g. You walk across the road. You can draw a line across  
your page.

kubhukula/
kuncamula

Lokusuka kulinye licala kuye kulelinye. 
sib. Ubhukula umgwaco. Ungadvweba umugca loncamulako 
ephepheni lakho.

add To join two or more numbers together to find the total amount.
e.g. 3 + 2 + 1 = 6

hlanganisa Kuhlanganisa ndzawonye tinombolo letimbili nobe letengetiwe 
ndzawonye kute kutfolakale samba selinani tsite. 
sib. 3 + 2 + 1 = 6

add hundreds To add groups of 100 starting from any given number. hlanganisa emakhulu Kuhlanganisa ema-100 lamaningi kucale kusukela kunobe 
nguyiphi inombolo leniketiwe.

add tens To add groups of 10 starting from any given number. hlanganisa 
emashumi

Kuhlanganisa ema-10 lamaningi kucale kusukela kunobe 
nguyiphi inombolo leniketiwe.

addition The operation that involves calculating the sum of two or more 
numbers.
e.g. 4 + 3 + 2 + 5 = 14

kuhlanganisa I-ophareshini lefaka ekhatsi kukhalikhuletha samba setinimbolo 
letimbilinobeletingetulu. Kwenta kubala lokuhlanganisako 
lokwenta samba setinombolo letimbili nobe letengetiwe.
sib. 4 + 3 + 2 + 5 = 14

addition doubles Adding two numbers that are the same.
e.g. 5 + 5 = 10; 8 + 8 = 16

kuhlanganisa 
lokutiphindvwe kabili

Kuhlanganisa tinombolo letimbili letilinganako.
sib. 5 + 5 = 10; 8 + 8 = 16

addition facts The basic sums of single-digit numbers. emaciniso 
ekuhlanganisa

Tibalo Isamu letisisekelo yetinombolo letinedijithi yinye. 
tetinombolonhlavu yinye. 

after (a number) The number that comes next.
e.g. 5 comes after 4 if you are counting up.

ngemuva 
(kwenombolo)

Inombolo lelandzelako kuyiphethini.
sib. 5 ungemuva kwa-4 nawubala uya embili.

after (time) A time/event that comes later than another time.
e.g. You go home after the school day is finished.

ngemuva kwesikhatsi Sikhatsi/sehlakalo lesivelangemuva kwalesinye sikhatsi.
sib. Uya ekhaya uma lilanga lesikolo selifike emaphetselweni.

afternoon The time between noon and evening. Noon is another word  
for midday and it is when the time is 12 o’clock in the middle of 
the day.

intsambama Sikhatsi lesisemkhatsini kwasemini nakusihlwa. emini ngulelinye 
ligama lelisho kuphakama kwelilanga futsi kulapho sikhatsi 
siyinsimbi ye-12 enhloko ebudzeni belusuku.

algebraic 
expression

An expression built up from constants (or numbers), variables 
(represented by alphabetic letters such as x and y), and 
the basic algebraic operations: addition (+), subtraction (–), 
multiplication (×), division (÷), whole number exponents, and 
roots.

kuveta nge-alijebra Kuveta nge-aljebra kukwakheka kwetibalo tisuselwa kuloko 
lokungagucuki (nobe tinombolo), (lokumelwa ngema-alfabhethi, 
emavariyebuli, lokungavela ngekutsi x na y), kanye nema-
ophareshini e-aljebhra lasisekelo: sihlanganiso (+), kususa 
(–), kuphindzaphindza (×), kuhlukanisa (÷), ema-eksponethi 
enombolo lephelele, nemaruthi.
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Maths word Explanation/diagram Ligama letibalo Umdvwebo/inchazelo

algebraic 
thinking

A problem-solving approach that involves using variables, 
symbols, and mathematical operations to solve equations and 
manipulate expressions.

kucabanga  
si-alijebra

Indlela yekusombulula inkinga lefaka ekhatsi kusebentisa 
emavariyebuli, timphawu, nema-ophareshini emethamethiki/
etibalo kusombulula tibalo/ema-ikhweshini kuphindze 
nekusebenta ngekuveta lokutsite.

algorithm A method of calculation which is shown using numeric and 
symbolic working.
e.g. A horizontal algorithm involves writing the working across 
the page. A vertical algorithm involves writing things in columns 
of hundreds, tens and units.

i-algorithimu Indlela yekubala levela ngekutsi kusetjentiswe kusebenta 
ngetinombolo nemasimboli. 
sib. I-algorithimu levundlile ifaka ekhatsi kubhala loko 
lokusentjetwa ngako kulo lonkhe likhasi. I-algorithimu lesetfwi/
lecondzile ifaka ekhatsi kubhala tintfo kumakholamu emakhulu, 
emashumi nemayunithi.

altogether Take everything together.
e.g. If you have 3 flowers in one hand 
and 2 flowers in the other hand, you 
have 5 flowers altogether.

sekukonkhe/ 
sekuphelele

Tsatsa konkhe.
sib. Nangabe unetimbali leti-3 kusinye 
sandla netimbali leti-2 kulesinye 
sandla, unetimbali leti-5 uma 
setitonkhe.

am/pm am – times in the morning from midnight until noon. 
pm – times in the afternoon after 12 o’clock (noon) and up  
to midnight.

am/pm am – tikhatsi tasekuseni letisukela ekudzabukeni kwekusa kute 
kube semini.
pm – tikhatsi tantsambama letisemuva kwe-12 enhloko (emini)
kudzimate kube sekhatsi nasebusuku.

amongst/
between

When you share things between more than two people or 
groups you say ‘share amongst’.
e.g. I share 40 sweets amongst my class of 40 learners.

emkhatsini Nangabe waba tintfo emkhatsini webantfu labangetulu 
kwalababili nobe emacembini uye utsi ‘waba emkhatsini’.
sib. Ngaba emaswidi lange-40 emkhatsini webafundzi 
labange-40 beliklasi lami.

amount ‘How much’ of something. Similar to number.
e.g. I have an amount of money but I have a number of eggs  
in my basket.

linani ‘Bungako’ bentfo letsite. Lokufana nenombolo. 
sib. Nginelinani lemali kepha nginelinani lemacandza 
lasebhasikidini yami.

analogue clock/
analogue time

A clock with the numbers 1 to 12 around 
the face and a rotating short hand 
to show the hours, and long hands to 
show the minutes and seconds.
e.g. The analogue time here is  
8 o’clock.

12
1

2

3

4
567

8

9

10
11

liwashi letintsit 
netinombolo/sikhatsi 
setintsi netinombolo

Liwashi lelinetinombolo 1 kuye ku-12  
letitungelete ifeyisi kanye nelutsi 
lolufisha lolujikeletako lolukhombisa 
ema-awa, kanye netintsi loludze 
lolukhombisa emaminithi kanye 
nemasekhendi. 
sib. Sikhatsi setinombolo netitsi 
lesingenhla yinsimbi ye-8 enhloko.

12
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2
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4
567
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Maths word Explanation/diagram Ligama letibalo Umdvwebo/inchazelo

analogue scale A measuring scale that has a face 
which is marked so that you can read  
a measurement.
e.g. This is a scale used to measure 
mass in kilograms. kg

sikalo selutsi 
netinombolo

Sikalo sekukala sisindvo lesinefeyisi 
lemakiwe kute ukwati kufundza 
silinganiso. 
sib. Lesi sikalo lesisetjentiswa kukala 
sisindvo ngemakhilogremu. kg

analyse To study carefully and think about what something means.  
In data handling learners have to analyse the data collected – 
they need to work out what it can tell them.

hlatiya Kufundza ngekucaphelisisa bese uyacabanga kutsi intfo 
letsite ishoni. Ekusebenteni ngedatha bafundzi kudzingeka 
kutsi bahlatiye idatha legcogciwe – kumele kutsi batfole loko 
lebakuvetelwa ngiyo.

analyse (data) To look at something closely to find a pattern or meaning in it. hlatiya (idatha) Kubuka intfo ngekucophelela kute utfole iphethini nobe 
inshokutsi levela kuyo.

anti-clockwise The opposite direction to how 
the hands on an analogue 
clock move.

kuya emuva Kuya lapho tandla tingayi 
khona uma tihamba 
ngekwesimo sekuhamba 
kweliwashi.

apparatus Things that you use when you do practical work.
e.g. The apparatus used when you do a capacity activity could 
be a jug and some measuring cylinders.

i-apharethasi/insita Tintfo lotisebentisa kumsebentikwenta. 
sib. Insita lesetjentiswa uma wenta umsebenti lodzinga umtsamo 
kungaba lijeke, kanye nemasilinda ekukala latsite.

appropriate 
symbols

The symbols that are correct for the given question.
e.g. If the question says ‘add 23 to 45’, the appropriate symbol is 
an addition symbol ‘+’.

ema-aphrophriyethi 
simboli/timphawu 
letifanele 

Ema-aphrophriyethi simboli lekunguwona lafenele umbuto 
loniketiwe. 
sib. Uma umbuto utsi ‘hlanganisa 23 ne-45’ luphawu nobe 
isimboli lefanele luphawu lwekuhlanganisa ‘+’.

approximate Estimate an amount or total usually by rounding off numbers. kucambela/kungahle Kucabangela linani nobe samba ngekutsi siniketwe inombolo 
ledvute nayo.

area The amount of surface enclosed by the perimeter of a 2-D 
shape. The surface area of a 3-D object is the amount of surface 
that covers the object.

i-eriya Linani lendzawo letsatfwe ipherimitha yabunjwa loyi-2-D. 
Indzawo ye-eriya yentfo leyi-3-D ilinani lendzawo levala lentfo. 

arithmetic Area of mathematics, including addition, subtraction, decimals 
and fractions.

i-aretmetic I-eriya yetibalo/yemethamethiksi, lefaka ekhatsi kuhlanganisa, 
kususa, emadesimali nemafrakshini.
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Maths word Explanation/diagram Ligama letibalo Umdvwebo/inchazelo

array A set of objects or numbers that are 
arranged in an order, often in rows and 
columns in a grid.

luhlelembiso/i-areyi Isethi yetintfo nobe yetinombolo 
letihlelwe ngekulandzelana, 
ngalokuvamile ngemigca kanye 
nangemakholomu latfolakala kugridi. 

ascending order Arranged from smallest to largest.
e.g. 2, 4, 6, 8, 10

kuhlela wenyuke Kuhleleke kusukela kulokucane kuye kulokukhulu kakhulu.
sib. 2, 4, 6, 8, 10

axes/axis The axes (axis – singular) of 
a graph are the vertical and 
horizontal lines which create 
a point of reference for the 
graph.
e.g. The horizontal axis of 
this graph shows the colours 
of cars and the vertical axis 
shows how many of each type 
were counted in a survey.
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ema-eksesi/i-eksisi Ema-eksesi (i-eksisi – bunye) 
egrafu yimigca lemetfwi kanye 
nalevundlile leyenta liphoyinthi 
lekucondziswe kulo kulegrafu. 
sib. I-eksisi levundlile yalegrafu 
ikhombisa imibala yetimoti 
bese kutsi i-eksisi lemetfwi 
ikhombisa kutsi kubalwe 
tingaki luhlobo ngalunye uma 
kusaveywa/kuhlolisiswa. 
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Bb
back The part which is behind or at the end.

e.g. Here you can see the front and the 
back of a car. Also, if ten people are 
in a line, the last one is the one at the 
back.

ngemuva Incenye lengemuva nobe lesekugcineni. 
sib. Lapha ungabona lingembili kanye 
nelingemuva kwemoti. Kuphindze , 
uma bantfu labalishumi beme emgceni, 
wekugcina nguloyo longemuva.

backwards In the reverse of the usual way.
e.g. When you count backwards the numbers get smaller:  
10, 9, 8, 7, …

kubalela emuva Kubala ngendlela lebuyisela emuva lengafani nekubala 
lokwetayelekile.
sib. Uma ubala ubuyela emuva tinombolo tiya ngekuncipha.  
10, 9, 8, 7, …



6

Maths word Explanation/diagram Ligama letibalo Umdvwebo/inchazelo

balance Having the same mass on either side. 
When there is the same mass on either 
side, the scale is said to balance.

kubhalansa/kusima Kuba nesisindvo lesilinganako 
nhlangotsi tonkhe. Uma kutfolakala 
kutsi kunesisindvo lesifanako 
etinhlangotsini tonkhe, kutsiwa sikalo 
sibhalansile nobe sisimile.

balance scale A scale which is used to measure mass. sikalo sekubhalansa/ 
sikalo salokusimako

Sikalo lesisetjentiswa kulinganisa nobe 
kukala sisindvo lesitsite.

ball shapes 
(spheres)

A three-dimensional (3-D) 
object that is perfectly round.

bobunjwa 
labayibhola/ishephu 
yebhola (emasifiye/
indingilizi)

Lokuphindvwe ka-3 (3-D) 
lokungubunjwa loyindilinga 
lephelele. 

bar graph A graph which shows the 
number of things using bars.
e.g. This bar graph shows car 
colours from a survey.
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ibhagrafu Igrafu lekhombisa linani 
letintfo lesebentisa emabhazi. 
sib. Lebhagrafu ikhombisa 
imibala yetimoti letfolakale 
uma kusaveywa.
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base ten The base of a number system that involves grouping in tens.
e.g. Our number system uses a base of ten. There are ten units  
in one ten, ten tens in one hundred, and so on.

ibheyiisi lishumi (10)/ 
sisekelo selishumi

Ibheyisi yeluhlelo lwetinombolo lefaka ekhatsi kubutsanisela 
ndzawonye nemashumi.
sib. Luhlelo lwetinombolo tetfu lusebentisa ibheyisi/
sesekelo lesilishumi. Kunemayunithi lalishumi kulinye lishumi, 
kunemashumi lalishumi ekhulwini nalokunye nalokunye.

bathroom scale A scale that is used to measure mass.  
It is put on the ground and you stand 
on it and then you can read your mass.

sikalo 
sasesigezelweni/
sikalo 
sasebhathirumu 

Sikali lesisetjentiswa kukala sisindvo. 
Sibekwa phasi bese uma kuso 
ngemuva kwaloko ukhona kubona 
sisindvo sakho.
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Maths word Explanation/diagram Ligama letibalo Umdvwebo/inchazelo

before (position) A number that is in front of another number, in the counting 
sequence.
e.g. 5 comes before 6.

mgembi (indzawo/
iphozishini)

Inombolo letfolakala ngembi kwalenye inombolo, uma kubalwa 
ngekulandzelanisa.
sib. 5 sitfolakala ngembi kwe-6.

before (time) A time/event that comes earlier than another time.
e.g. You eat breakfast before you come to school.

ngembikwe- 
(sikhatsi)

Sikhatsi/sehlakalo lesishesha kwenteka kunalesinye sikhatsi. 
sib. Udla ibhulakfesi ngembi kwetsi uye esikolweni.

behind (position) At the back.
e.g. The car is behind the tree.

ngemuva (indzawo/ 
iphozishini)

Ngemuva.
sib. Imoti singemuva kwesihlahla.

below (position) Beneath, or in a lower place than.
e.g. The dog is below the bird.

ngaphasi (indzawo/ 
iphozishini)

Ngaphasi, nobe endzaweni lekhomba 
kweehla kunalokutsite. 
sib. Inja ingaphasi (ingentasi) kwenyoni.

between/
in between 
(position)

A number or numbers in the middle of 
two numbers.
e.g. 4 and 5 are between 3 and 6.

An object can also be between two 
other objects.
e.g. The ball is between the box and  
the broom.

3 4 5 6

emkhatsini/ 
ekhatsinekhatsi 
(indzawo/iphozishini)

Inombolo nobe tinombolo 
letisemkhatsini wetinombolo letimbili. 
sib. 4 nae-5 basemkhatsini wa-3 ne-6.

Intfo ingaba semkhatsini waletinye 
tintfo letimbili. 
sib. Ibhola isemkhatsini welibhokisi 
nemtsanyelo.

3 4 5 6
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big, bigger, 
biggest 
(number)/
bigger than

When you order numbers, you might use words such as big, 
bigger and biggest.
e.g. 5 is bigger than 4. If you have the numbers 45, 46 and 47, 
then 47 is the biggest of those numbers.

-khulu, -khudlwana, 
-khulu kakhulu 
(inombolo)/-khulu 
kuna-

Uma uhlela tinombolo ngekulandzelana ungahle usebentise 
emagama lafana nayinkhulu, yinkhudlwana yinkukhulu kakhulu.
sib. 5 mukhulu kuna-4. Uma unetinombolo 45, 46 na-47, nkusho 
kutsi 47nguye lomkhulu kakhulu kuletinombolo.

big, bigger, 
biggest (shape)

Shapes come in different sizes and can 
be ordered according to their size.
e.g. Circle 1 is big, but circle 2 is bigger 
and circle 3 is the biggest.

3

2

1

-khulu, -khudlwana, 
-khulu kakhulu 
(kuma kwentfo/
bunjwa/ishephu)

Kuma kwetintfo kungaba ngebukhulu 
lobehlukene futsi kungahlelwa 
ngebukhulu bako.
sib. Isekeli/Indingilizi ye-1 yinkhulu, 
kepha isekeli/indingilizi ye-2 
yinkhudlwana kantsi indingilizi ye-3 
yinkhulu kakhulu.

3

2

1

biggest 
(number)

When we write numbers in order, we will write them from the 
smallest to the biggest or from the biggest to the smallest.
e.g. 32, 33, 34, 35 is written from the smallest to the biggest.

-khulu kakhulu 
(inombolo)

Uma sibhala tinombolo ngekuhleleka kwato, sitatibhala sicale 
kulencane kakhulu kuye kulenkhulu kakhulu nobe sicale 
kulenkhulu kakhulu kuye kulencane kakhulu.
sib. 32, 33, 34, 35 tibhalwe kwacalwa kulencane kakhulu kuya 
kulenkhulu kakhulu.

billion A thousand million or 1 000 000 000 ibhiliyoni/tigidzigidzi 
temamiliyoni

Emamiliyoni layinkhulungwane nobe 1 000 000 000

birthday The day you were born.
e.g. 15 February 2006

lusuku lwekutalwa Lusuku lowatalwa ngalo.
sib. 15 Indlovana 2006

bottom The lowest or deepest part of anything.
e.g. The thick book is at the bottom of 
the pile.

ingaphasi Incenye yanobengabe yini lengaphasi 
kakhulu nobe leshone phasi kakhulu.
sib. Incwadzi lenkhulu ingaphasi 
kwelencumbi.

box shapes 
(prisms)

A solid object that has six faces. bunjwa lolibhokisi/ 
ishephu lelibhokisi 
(emaphrizimu)

Intfo lecinile lecinile lenemafeyisi 
lasitfupha. 
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breadth The distance across or from side to 
side. It is sometimes called the width.

bubanti Libanga lelitfolakala yonkhe 
indzawo nobe kusukela kulinye 
licala kuye kulelinye. Kulesinye 
sikhatsi kubitwa ngekutsi 
bubanti.

break down/
breaking down

Breaking down numbers is done when a number is broken down 
to two smaller numbers.
e.g. 5 = 4 + 1 or 5 = 3 + 2

5 6 7 8 9 100 1 2 3 4

5

4

1

3 + 2

hlahlela/kuhlahlela Kwuhlahlela tinombolo kwentiwa uma inombolo ihlahlelwe yaba 
tinombolo letimbili letincane.
sib. 5 = 4 + 1 nobe 5 = 3 + 2 

5 6 7 8 9 100 1 2 3 4

5

4

1

3 + 2

bridging 
through ten

When adding units together and the answer is bigger than ten.
e.g. 8 + 7 = 15

kubhrija kwendlule 
eshumini

Uma kuhlanganiswa emayunithi ndzawonye ndzawonye bese 
imphendvulo iba yinkhulu kunelishumi. 
sib. 8 + 7 = 15

build up/ 
building up

Building up numbers is when numbers are put together to make 
other bigger numbers.

5 6 7 8 9 100 1 2 3 4

5

4

1

akha/sakhiwo Kwakha tinombolo kushiwo uma tinombolo tibekwa ndzawonye 
kute takhe letinye tinombolo letinkhulu.

5 6 7 8 9 100 1 2 3 4

5

4

1
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bundle A group of things put together. They 
could be tied up (for example with 
string).
e.g. There is one bundle of 10 sticks and 
6 loose sticks that are not bundled.

libhandlela/inyandza Tintfo letiningi lelibekwe ndzawonye. 
Kungenteka tibe tiboshiwe 
sib. Tingaboshwa ngentsambo. 
Tukwemdvwebo ungabona 
libhandlela/inyandza yinye yetindvuku 
letili-10 kanye netindvuku letitfukululiwe 
leti-6 letingesiyo inyandza/libhandlela.

buy Hand over money to pay for goods. tsenga Kukhipha imali yekukhokhele tiphahla/lokutsengile.

Cc
calculate Find the answer. Work out the solution. balaKhalkhuletha Kutfola imphendvulo. Kwenta Kusisombulula.

calculation Mathematical working with numbers. ikhalkhuleshini Kusebenta ngetinombolo ngekwetibalo.

calculation 
strategies

Mathematical working can be done in different ways – these are 
called strategies.
e.g. To add numbers together you could calculate the answer 
by counting all the numbers, using doubling, writing out the 
numbers in columns and adding the tens and units, etc.

emasu ekhalkhuletha Kwenta Kusebenta ngekwetibalo kungentiwa ngetindlela 
letehlukene – loku kubitwa ngekutsi ngemasu. 
sib. KuteKuhlanganise tinombolo ndzawonye tinombolo ungabala 
ungakhalkhuletha imphendvulo ngekutsi ubale tonkhe tinombolo, 
usebentise kuphindza, kubhale a tinombolo kumakholamu futsi 
bese kuhlanganisewa emashumi kanye nemayunithi, njll.

calculator A device that performs mathematical functions. ikhalkhulatha/
umshini wekubala 

Ikhalikhulatha leyinsita leyenta imisebenti/emafangishini 
ngetibalo/ngemethamethiksi.

calendar A table showing the year broken up into months, weeks and 
days.

ikhalenda Lithebula lelibonisa lelkikhombisa umnyaka lohlukaniswe waba 
tingetinyanga, ngemaviki kanye nangemalanga tinsuku.

calibrated Marked so that correct values can be 
determined.
e.g. The measuring scale is calibrated 
in kilograms and grams.

0 1
2
3

456
7

8
9

khalibhreshiwe Kumakhelwe kutsi kukhonwe 
kutfolakala emavelu lafanele.
sib. Sikalo sekulinganisa 
sikhalibhrethwe ngemakhilogremu 
nemagremu.

0 1
2
3

456
7

8
9

calibration lines A scale is marked with little lines that 
are called calibrations.
e.g. The bathroom scale has 
calibrations in kilograms.

imigca ikhalibhreshini Sikalo siba nemigcaalayini lamincane 
labitwa ngekutsi ikhalinhrashini. 
sib. Lesikalio sasekamelweni 
lekugezela sasesigezelweni 
sinemigca sinemakhalibhreshini 
lelangemakhilogramu.
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capacity The amount a container can hold when 
it is full.
e.g. This container is filled to its 
capacity.

umtsamo/
ikhaphasithi

Linani lelingamumatfwa simumatsi/
ikhonthena uma sigcwale.
sib. Lesimumatsi sigcwele siyanhlinhla/
ngalokwedlulele.

categories 
(data)

To arrange data you use categories. The categories give some  
of the different types into which the data can be sorted.
e.g. Cars come in different colours. You can group cars by their 
colour, then the car colours form categories, such as red, green, 
white and blue.

emakhethegori 
(idatha)

Kuhlela idatha loyisebentisako ngetigaba usebentisa 
emakhethegori. Emakhethegori aniketa tinhlobo letitsite 
letehlukene letingasetjentiselwa kufaka nobe kuhlela idatha. 
Tigaba tiniketa letinye tetindlela letehlukene tetinhlobo idatha 
lengahlungwa ngato.
sib. Timoto tingaba ngemibala leyehlukene. Ungabeka timoto 
ngemacembu emibala yato, ngako bese lemibala yetimoto 
ingenta tigaba iba ngemakhethegori, njengekutsi lafana nabovu, 
luhlata, mhlophe kanye naloluhlata kwesibhakabhaka.

centimetre A metric unit used to measure length. A ruler is usually marked  
in centimetres (cm). 100 cm = 1 metre (m)

isentimitha Iyunithi yekubala lesetjentiswa ekukaleni imetriki yunithi 
lesetjentiswa kukala budze. Irula ivame kuphawulwa kumakwa 
ngemasentimitha (cm). 100 cm = 1 imitha (m)

cents (and 
rands)

Money values used in South 
Africa.

emasenti (kanye 
nemarandi)

Ngemanani emavelu emali 
lesetjentiswa eNingizimu 
Afrika.

century 100 years. isentjuri/mandvulo Iminyala leyi-100.

change (money) When you pay for something and you give more money than is 
needed, you get some money back. This money you get back is 
called change.
e.g. You give a shopkeeper R10,00 to pay for a pen that costs 
R2,50. The shopkeeper will give you R7,50 change.

intjintji (imali) Nangabe Uma ukhokhela lokutsite bese ukhipha imali lengetulu 
kwaleyo ledzingekako, uye ubuyiselwe imali letsite. Lemali 
lobuyiselwa yona ibitwa ngekutsi intjintji.
sib. Uniketa umnikati wesitolo R10,00 kute ubhadale ipheni lebita 
R2,50. Umnikati wesitolo utakunika R7,50 loyintjintji.

check 
(calculation)

When you redo a calculation using the same or a different 
method, you check it to see if it is correct.

hlola 
(kukhalkhuletha)

Nangabeu uma uphindza wenta kubala ikhalkhuleshini 
ukusebentisa indlela lefanako nobe leyehlukile, uyayihlola kute 
ubone kutsi ngabe ikahle.
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circle A two-dimensional (2-D) shape that is 
perfectly round.

isekeli/indingilizi Bunjwa lophindzeke ka-2 (2-D) 
layindilinga lephelele. 

clockface The front of a clock which you read 
when you tell the time.
e.g. This is an analogue clockface.

12
1

2

3

4
567

8

9

10
11

buso beliwashi ifeyisi 
yeliwashi/yeklokhi

Lingembili leliwashi lofundza kulo 
nangabe usho sikhatsi. Ngaphambili 
ewashini lapho ubuka khona sikhatsi.
sib. Lobu buso beliwashitintsi. Lena 
ifeyisi yeliwashi letintsit netinombolo.

12
1

2

3

4
567

8

9

10
11

clockwise Same direction to how the 
hands on an analogue clock 
move.

iklokhiwayizi/
kuhamba ngendlela 
yeliwashi

Kuyisa endzaweni lehamba 
ngendlela letihamba ngayo 
tandla uma tihambisa 
kweliwashi. 

coins and notes The money that we use to pay 
for goods or services comes in 
coins and notes.

tinhlavumali/ 
emakhoyini kanye 
nemaphephamali

Imali lesiyisebentisela 
kukhokhela timphahla nobe  
lokwentekako iba tinhlavumali 
kanye nemaphephamali. 

collect Put things together.
e.g. I collect the cups after the party. I collect 5c coins to give  
to charity.

gcogca/koleka Beka tintfo ndzawonye. 
sib. Ngigcogca tinkomishi ngemuva kwelidzili. Ngigcogca 
tinhlavumali tema 5c kute nginike inhlangano lesita 
labahluphekile.

collection A group of things that have been put together.
e.g. I have a collection of marbles.

lugcoco/incumbi 
lokukolekiwe

licembu leTintfo letiningi letibekwe ndzawonye. 
sib. Nginencumbi yetimabuli.

colour (red, 
blue, green, 
yellow)

The shade of things that we see. 
Red – e.g. Blood is red.
Blue – e.g. The sky is blue on a sunny day.
Green – e.g. Fresh grass and the leaves of trees are green. 
Yellow – e.g. Butter is yellow; ripe lemons are yellow.

umbala (lobovu, 
loluhlata 
kwesibhakabhaka, 
loluhlata satjani, 
lomtfubi)

Kupendeka kwetintfo lesitibonako.
LoBovu – sib. Ingati ibovu.
Loluhlata kwesibhakabhaka – sib. Sibhakabhaka siluhlata 
nangabe uma lilanga libalele.
Loluhlata satjani – sib. Tjani lobusebusha kanye nemacembe 
etihlahla kuluhlata.
Lomtfubi – sib. Libhotela limtfubi; emalamula lavutsiwe amtfubi.
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columns  
(and rows)

A set of objects or numbers can be 
arranged in order, often in rows and 
columns in a grid/array. The rows go 
across from left to right in the grid.  
The columns go from top to bottom  
in the grid.
e.g. The first row has the numbers 1, 2, 
3, 4 in it. The second column has the 
numbers 2, 4, 6 in it.

ikholomu (kanye 
nelilayini)

Yisethi yetintfo nobe yetinombolo 
letibekwe ngekulandzelana, 
ngalokuvamile ngemalayini kanye 
nangemakholomu kuyigridi/
luhlelembiso. Emalayini ayavundla 
kusukela ngasencele kuye ngasekudla 
kuyigridi. Emakholomu ahamba 
kusukela etulu aye phasi kuyigidi.
sib. Lilayini lekucala linetinombolo 1, 2, 3, 
4. Ikholomu yesibili inetinombolo 2, 4, 6.

combination Things that are put together to make something.
e.g. The combination of 10 and 5 makes the number 15.

kunhlanganisela Tintfo letibekwe letihlanganiswe ndzawonye kute kwentiwe 
lokutsite. 
sib. Inhlanganisela Kuhlangana yakwe-10 kanye ne-5 kwenta 
linani lelinguinombolo leli-15.

combine Put things together. hlanganisa Beka tintfo ndzawonye.

compare To look for similarities or differences.
e.g. You can compare the sizes of numbers.  
4 is smaller than 5.
96 is bigger than 92.
85 is equal to 85.
9 is greater than 4. 4 is less than 9.
10 is the same as 2 × 5.
You can also compare the sizes of shapes.  
See big/bigger etc.

catsanisa Kubuka kufana lokukhona nobe umehluko lokhona.
sib. Ungacatsanisa bukhulu betinombolo.  
4 mncane kune-5. 
96 makhulu kune-92. 
85 alingana ne-85. 
9 mkhulu kuna-4 kantsi 4 mncane kuna-9. 
10 lilingana na-2 × 5.
Ungaphindza ucatsanise bukhulu bekuma/bekubumbeka 
kwetintfo.
Bona -khulu/-khudlwana njll.

compass 
directions

The compass directions North, South, 
East and West are used when you need 
to find position and direction.

N

E

S

W

tinkhombandlela 
tekhampasi

Tinkhombandlela tekhampasi 
Inyakatfo, Iningizimu, Imphumalanga 
kanye neNshonalanga tisetjentiswa 
uma udzinga kutfola indzawo 
nenkhombandlela.

Inyakatfo Im
phum

alanga

Iningizimu

In
sh

on
al

an
ga

cone A geometric shape with a round base 
and a curved surface that tapers to  
a point.

ikhoni Kuma/kubumbeka kwentfo 
yejiyomethri lenesisekelo lesiyindingilizi 
kanye nendzawo leyisafesi lelijika 
leyenta umcijo lobheke etulu.
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congruent Identical in shape and size. kufana Kusho kufana kwekubumbeka/
kwekwakheka nesayizi.

consecutive 
numbers 

Numbers that follow each other in an unbroken order.
e.g. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, …

tinombolo 
letilandzelanako

Tinombolo letilandzelana ngendlela lehleke kahle tingancamuki.
sib. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, …

container An object that can be used for holding 
things.

simumatsi/
ikhonthena

Yintfo lengasetjentiselwa kuphatsa/
kugcina tintfo.

convert To change.
e.g. You can convert a number from one form to another.
1
2 = 0,5

gucula Kuntjiintja. 
sib. Ungagucula inombolo isuke kulunye luhlobo iye kulolunye. 
1
2 = 0,5

copy (a pattern) Something that looks exactly 
like another thing is a copy of 
that other thing.
e.g. This pattern is made by 
drawing 6 repeated copies 
of three circles – white, black, 
white.

ikhophi (iphethini) Intfo lebukeka ifanana 
ncamashi nalenye iyikhophi 
yalentfo lenye. 
sib. Lephethini yakhiwe 
ngekudvweba emakhophi 
lamatsatfu esekeli laphindvwe 
ka-6 – lemhlophe, lemnyama, 
lemhlophe.

cost The amount you have to pay for things you want to buy.
e.g. If one chocolate costs R5,00 then two chocolates will cost 
R10,00.

tindleko Linani lekufanele kutsi ulikhokhe letintfo lofuna kutitsenga. 
sib. Uma ngabe ishokoledi yinye ibita R5,00 kusho kutsi 
emashokoledi lababili atawubita R10,00.

count Say numbers in the correct numerical order. bala Usho tinombolo ngendlela lehleleke ngekulandzelana kwato.

counting back Counting down (backwards) from a given number. To subtract 
you can count back from the bigger number to the smaller 
number.
e.g. 18 – 5 = 13. Count back: 18 ... 17, 16, 15, 14, 13

15 16 17 18 19 2011 12 13 14

kubala uye emuva Kubala uye emuva kusho kubala wehle (ubuyele emuva) kucale 
enombolweni leniketiwe. Uma ususa ungabala uye emuva 
usukele enombolweni lenkhulu uye enombolweni lencane.
sib. 18 – 5 = 13. Kubala uye emuva: 18 ... 17, 16, 15, 14, 13 

15 16 17 18 19 2011 12 13 14
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counting in 10s, 
50s and 100s

When you count in groups from a given number.
e.g. Count in 10s from 15: 15, 25, 35, 45, 55, 65
Count in 50s to 200: 50, 100, 150, 200

kubala ngema-10, 
ngema-50, 
ngema-100

Uma ubala ngemacembuususela enombolweni leninikiwe.
sib. Kubala ngabo-10 kusukela ku-15: 15, 25, 35, 45, 55, 65
Bala ngema-50 lufike ema-200: 50, 100, 150, 200

counting on Counting forwards from a given number. To add you can count 
on. Usually you count on from the bigger number.
e.g. 13 + 2 = 15. Count on: 13, 14, 15

15 16 17 18 19 2011 12 13 14

kubala uye embili Kubala uye embili kusho kubala ubheke embili kusukela 
enombolweni loniketwe yona. Kute uhlanganise kufanele 
ubale uye embili. Ngalokuvamile ubala uye embili usukele 
enombolweni lenkhulu.
sib. 13 + 2 = 15. Kubala uye embili: 13, 14, 15

15 16 17 18 19 2011 12 13 14

cube A figure shaped like a box with 6 flat 
square faces that are the same size.

ikhiyubhi Umfanekiso lowakheke njengelibhokisi. 
Unetikwele letiyifeysi letisicaba leti-6 
letilinganako ngebukulu.

cube number To calculate a cube number, multiply a number by itself and 
then by itself again.
e.g. 5³ means 5 × 5 × 5 = 125. Therefore, 125 is a cube number or 
we could say 5 cubed is 125.

inombolo 
letiphindzaphindzako

Kukhalikhuletha inombolo letiphindzaphindzako, 
uyiphindzaphindza ngayo leyonombolo uphindze futsi 
uyiphindze ngayo cobo lwayo. 
sib. 5³ umele kutsi 5 × 5 × 5 = 125. Ngako-ke, 125 inombolo 
yalokuphindzaphindvwe katsatfu. Nobe ungatsi 5 
lesiphindzaphindvwe katsatfu senta 125.

cube root The cube root is the reverse of the cube of a number and is 
denoted by √

___3 .

e.g. √
___3
216 is the cube root of 216 = 6, because when 6 is 

multiplied by itself and then by itself again (6 × 6 × 6),  
it gives 216.

ikhiyubhi ruthi Ikhiyubhi ruhi isho kubalela emuva lokuphindvwe katsatfu 
kwenombolo letsite lokuvetwa kube ng √

___3 .

sib. √
___3
216 , lokusho kutsi ikhiyubhi ruthi ya-216 = 6. Ngoba uma 6 

sitiphindzaphindza sona siphindze sitiphindzaphindze sona futsi 
(6 × 6 × 6), kwenta 16.

currency Another word for money. ikharensi Ngulelinye ligama lelisho imali.

curved (round) 
sides/edges

A side that is not straight.
e.g. A circle has a curved edge.

emacala lalijika 
(layindingilizi)/ 
ekugcineni/ 
emkhawulweni

Licala lelingakacondzi.
sib. Indingilizi inemkhawulo lolijika.

curved  
(see round)

Curves are not straight. lijika  
(bona indingilizi)

Emajika akakacondzi.
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curved surface A curved surface is rounded. A shape can roll on a curved 
surface. See roll/slide.

indzawo/isafesi 
leljika

Indzawo lelijika iyindingilizi. bunjwa angagicika endzaweni lelijika. 
Bona gicika/shelela.

cylinder A figure that is shaped like a can.  
It has two flat circular faces (sides)  
and one curved surface.

isilinda Umfanekiso/ifiga lemise nobe 
lebumbeke njengesikotela. Inemafeyisi 
lamabili lasicaba (emacala) nayinye 
isafesi/indzawo lelijika. 

Dd
data A collection of facts, such as values or measurements.

e.g. Information about the heights of the learners in your class, 
the numbers of different coloured cars in the school yard, and  
so on.

idatha Lugcoco lwemaciniso, nlolufanaa emavelu nobe 
emamejamenthi/tilinganiso. 
sib. Imininingwane lemayelana nebudze bebafundzi eklasini 
lakho, tinombolo temibala lehlukene yetimoti letisegcekeni 
lesikolo, nalokunye nalokunye.

day/week A period of time that is 24 hours long. There are 7 days in a 
week. See days of the week.

lilanga/liviki Sikhatsi lesingema-awa lange-24 budze. Kunemalanga layi-7 
evikini. Buka lilanga leliviki.

days of the 
week

Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday.

emalanga eliviki Lisontfo, Msombuluko, Lesibili, Lesitsatfu, Lesine, Lesihlanu 
neMgcibelo.

decompose A technique that allows numbers to be split and recombined  
(put together) to make calculations easier.
e.g. 49 + 18

= 49 + 1 + 17 (decompose 18 into 17 + 1)
= 50 + 17
= 67

kuhlahlela Lisui lelivumela kutsi tinombolo teehlukaniseke tiphindze 
tihlanganiswe (tibutselwe ndzawonye) kwentelwe kutsi 
emakalkhuleshini abe lula.
sib. 49 + 18 

= 49 + 1 + 17 (kuhlahlela 18 libe li-17 + 1)
= 50 + 17
= 67

decrease Make smaller or less. nciphisa Kwenta kube kuncane nobe kuba ngaphasi/mbijane.

demarcations The labels on a scale that you use to read a measurement.
e.g. This ruler has centimetre demarcations. It also has smaller 
demarcations which are called millimetres.

emademakheshini Ngemalebula lasesikalweni lowasebentisela kubuka silinganiso/ 
imejamenthi. 
sib. Lerula inemademakheshini emasentimitha. Iphindze ibe 
nemademakheshini lamancane labitwa ngekutsi emamilimitha.
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denominator The bottom number in a fraction numeral which is written using 
symbols.
e.g. 34 (in this fraction 4 is the denominator).

idinominetha Inombolo letfolakala ngaphasi tukwefrakshini lebhalwa 
ngesimboli.
sib. 34 (kulefrakshini 4 uyidinomonetha).

descending 
order 

Arranged from largest to smallest.
e.g. 10, 8, 6, 4, 2

kuhlela lokwehlako/
kuhlela 
lokunciphisako

Kuhlela kusukela kulokukhulu kubuyelwe emuva kulokuncane.
sib. 10, 8, 6, 4, 2

describe  
(a pattern)

To tell or write about a pattern to explain how the pattern is 
made up.
e.g. 3, 5, 7, 9
This pattern is made by starting at 3 and then adding 2 every 
time to get to the next number in the pattern.

chaza (iphethini) Kusho nobe kubhala ngephethini uchaze kutsi yentiwe njani 
lephethini. 
sib. 3, 5, 7, 9
Lephethini yentiwe ngekutsi kucalwe ku-3 yase yengeta 2 ngaso 
sonkhe sikhatsi kute ifike enombolweni lelandzelako ephethinini.

diagrammatic 
form

Something which is given in a drawing form.
e.g. You can give fractions in diagrammatic form in circles or 
many other shapes. These are some different diagrammatic 
forms:

idayagramathiki 
fomu

Ngulokutsite lokwentiwe ngesimo semdvwebo. 
sib. Ungenta tincetu ngesimo lesisamdvwebo ngetindingilizi nobe 
ngalokunye kuma kwetintfo letinyenti. Loku, kunguletinye timo 
letisamdvwebo letehlukene:

difference 
(subtraction)

The answer found when subtracting two numbers.
e.g. The difference between 10 and 7 is 3.

umehluko/idifarensi Imphendvulo letfolakala uma kususwa etinombolweni letimbili.
sib. Umehluko lokhona emkhatsisi we-10 ne-7 ngu-3.

difference in 
time

The amount of time between two given times. kwehluka kwesikhatsi Linani lesikhatsi lelisemkhatsini wetikhatsi letimbili letiniketiwe.

different Things that are not the same. kwehlukana Tintfo letingafani.

2-digit/3-digit A digit is a symbol used to show a number.
e.g. 25 is a 2-digit number. 356 is a 3-digit number.

emadijithi lama-2/ 
emadijithi lama-3

Idijithi yisimboli lesetjentiselwa kukhombisa inombolo.
sib. 25 uyinombolo lenemadijithi la-2. 356 uyinombolo 
lenemadijithi la-3.

digit A digit is a symbol that is used to represent the numbers 1–9  
and 0. The digits we use are 0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9.
e.g. 49 is made up of 2 digits, namely, 4 and 9.
205 is made up of 3 digits, namely, 2, 0 and 5.

idijithi Idijithi isimboli lesetjentiselwa kumela tinombolo 1–9 na-0. 
Emadijithi lesiwasebentisako bo- 0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, kanye na-9.
sib. 49 wakhiwa emadijithi la-2, lekungulawa, 4 ne-9.  
205 wakhiwa emadijithi la-3, lekungulawa bo, 2, 0 ne-5.
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digital clock A clock using numbers, not hands to 
tell the time.

03:30

idigithali klokhi/ 
liwashitinombolo

Liwashi lelisebentisa tinombolo, hhayi 
tintsi letikhombisa sikhatsi.

03:30

direction The line along which anything moves, points or lies.
e.g. When you write in your book, the direction in which you write 
is from left to right.

inkhombandlela Indlela lokuhamba kuyo nobe yini, tindzawo nobe lakunentfo 
khona. 
sib. Uma ubhala encwadzini yakho, indlela lobhala ngayokucala 
esancele uye esekudla.

distance The length between two points. If you measure a distance you 
find out how far it is from one point to another.

libanga Budze lobusemkhatsini wetindzawo letimbili. Uma ukala libanga 
uyatfola kutsi kukhashane ngakanani kusuka endzaweni yinye 
uye kulenye.

distributive 
property

When a number which is broken down is multiplied/divided by 
another number you must multiply/divide both parts of the 
broken down number. This is applying the distributive property.
e.g. (30 + 4) ÷ 3

= (30 ÷ 3) + (4 ÷ 3)
= 10 + 1 rem 1
= 11 rem 1

idistribhutivu 
phrophathi/ 
luphawucocoma

Uma inombolo lehhihlitiwe iphindzaphindvwe/ihlukaniswe 
ngalenye inombolo kumele kuphindzaphindvwe tincetu tobimbili 
tenombolo lehhihlitiwe. Loku kusebentisa idistribhutivu phrophathi. 
sib. (30 + 4) ÷ 3

= (30 ÷ 3) + (4 ÷ 3)
= 10 + 1 kusala 1 
= 11 kusala 1

divide/dividing/
division

The operation that involves sharing or grouping numbers.
e.g. 8 ÷ 2 = 4

hlukanisa/
kuhlukanisa/
kwehlukanisa

i-ophareshini lefaka ekhatsi kwaba nobe kubutsanisela 
tinombolo. 
sib. 8 ÷ 2 = 4

domain The set of all x-values (or input values) is called the domain of  
a relation or function.

idomeyni Isethi yawo onkhe emavelu a-x (nobe emavelu langetiwe) 
kubitwa ngekutsi idomeyni yebudlelwano nobe ifangishini.

dot cards Cards that show the numbers 0–10 
using dots in a ten frame.

emakhadi 
emacashati

Emakhadi lasebentisa emacashati 
efremini leliveta lishumi lelikhombisa 
tinombolo 0–10.
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double/doubles When a number is twice as much as another number it is called 
the double of the other number.
e.g. 14 is double 7.

kuphindza kabili/ 
lokuphindvwe kabili

Ngesikhatsi inombolo iyinkhulu ngalokuphindvwe kabili kulenye 
inombolo ibitwa ngekutsi kuphindzeka kwalenombolo lenye.
sib. 14 ukuphindzeka kwe-7.

doubling Multiplying by 2. kuphindza kabili Kuphindza nga-2.

down The opposite of up.
e.g. I put the cup down on the table. 
This arrow is pointing down.

phasi Ngumcondvophika wa-etulu.
sib. Ngibeke inkomishi phasi 
kwelitafula.  
Le-ero/Lomcibisholo ukhombe phasi.

dozen There are 12 items in a dozen.
e.g. 2 dozen eggs = 24 eggs.

idazini Idazini inetintfo le-12. 
sib. Emadazini la-2 emacandza = nemacandza lange-24.

Ee
early Near to the beginning.

e.g. Early in the morning the birds like to sing.
ngembi 
kwasekucaleni/
kushesha phambilini

Edvute nasekucaleni. 
sib. Ekuseni kakhulu tinyoni titsandza kuhlabela.

edge Where two faces of a solid figure meet. umkhawulo/ 
ekugcineni

Kulapho emafesi lamabili nobe 
lokubukanako lokubili kwemifanekiso 
lesicinile kuhlangana khona.

eighth/eighths A fraction that is made by finding eight equal-sized parts of  
the whole.

kwesiphohlongo/ 
ngetiphohlongo

Ifrakshini leyentiwe ngekutfola tincetu temasayizi lalinganako 
lasiphohlongo alokuphelele.

empty Holding or containing nothing. akunalutfo Kungaphatsi nobe kungamumatsi lutfo.
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enlargement To increase the size of a figure 
without changing its shape.

kunweba/kulula Kukhulisa bukhulu benombolo 
ngaphandle kwekutsi 
kuntjintjwe simo nobe 
kubumbeka kwayo.

equal/equal to Having the same amount or value.
e.g. 10 = 10	 3 kg = 3 kg
3 + 4 = 7	 6 = 8 – 2

kulingana/kulingana 
na-

Kuba nemali nobe ivelu lelinganako.
sib. 10 = 10	 3 kg = 3 kg
3 + 4 = 7	 6 = 8 – 2

equal sharing When you share by giving the same amount to each person.
e.g. Each child gets three sweets.

kwabelana 
ngekulingana 
ngalokulinganako

Uma waba ngekutsi unikete linani lelifanako emuntfwini 
ngamunye.
sib. Umntfwana ngamunye utfola emaswidi lamatsatfu.

equally In equal parts.
e.g. If you share 10 sweets equally between 2 friends, each 
should get 5 sweets.

kuyalingana Kuba netincetu letilinganako. 
sib. Uma waba emaswidi la-10 ngalokulinganako emkhatsini 
webangani labau-2, ngamunye kufanele atfole emaswidi la-5.

equidistant The same distance apart.
e.g. The numbers 5 and 9 are equidistant from the number 7 
(they are both 2 away from 7).

i-ikhwivalenthi/ 
libangakulingana

Libanga lelinganako ngala nangala/lelichelelene.
sib. Letinombolo 5 ne-9 tichele ngendlela lelinganako ngelibanga 
enombolweni leyi-7 (tinkhe tikhashane ngaku-2 enombolweni 
leyi-7).

equivalent 
fractions

Equivalent fractions are fractions which have the same value.
e.g. One half is equivalent to two quarters.

i-ikhwivalenthi 
frakshini

Emafrakshini la-ikhwivalenthi ngemafrakshini lanevelu lefanako. 
sib. Ihhafu yinye ilingana nemakota lamabili.

estimate An ‘educated guess’ not just a wild guess.
e.g. Rounded numbers are sometimes used as estimates in order 
to do an approximate or rough calculation.  
39 + 39 ≈ 40 + 40 = 80

linganisela/
estimetha

‘Kucagela ngekusitwa lwati lonalo’ hhayi kucagela ngaphandle 
kwelwati. 
sib. Tinombolo letisondzetiwe ngalesinye sikhatsi tisetjentiswa 
njengekucabangela kute uwente lokungaahle nobe 
ikhalikhuleshini leluhlaka/lerafu.  
39 + 39 ≈ 40 + 40 = 80

evening The end part of the day, towards the night. It starts at around 
sunset.

kusihlwa Incenye yekugcina yelilanga, uma sekuholela ebusuku. Icala 
ngasekushoneni kwelilanga.

even numbers Numbers that are divisible by 2.
e.g. 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12 are the even numbers.

ema-ivininamba/
tinombolo 
letehlukaniseka 
ngakubili

Tinombolo letehlukaniseka nga-2. 
sib. 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12 tinombolo leti-ivini.
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expanded 
notation

When you write out a number by breaking it down, you write it 
using expanded notation.
e.g. 197 in expanded notation is 100 + 90 + 7.

i-eksipandedi 
notheshini

Uma ubhala inombolo ngekuyihhahlula, uyibhala 
ngekusebentisa i-eksipandedi notheshini. 
sib. 197 nge-eksipandedi notheshini uli-100 + 90 + 7.

explain When you say how something works. To make it clear (in detail) 
how something works. To make the meaning of something clear 
or understandable.

chaza Uma usho kutsi intfo letsite isebenta njani. Kucacisa (kabanti) 
kutsi intfo letsite isebenta njani. Kwenta inchazelo yentfo letsite 
icace nobe ivisiseke kahle. 

exponential 
expression

Has a base and an exponent.  
The number 5 in the expression 52 
is the base and the small 2 is the 
exponent. The exponent 2 indicates 
that the number of 5 is multiplied by 
itself twice. 52

i-eksponeshiyali 
ekspreshini

I-eksponeshiyali ekspreshini 
inesisekelo/ibhesi kanye ne-eksponethi. 
Inombolo 5 ku-ekspreshini 52 isisekelo 
bese kutsi lo-2 lomncane longenhla 
esandleni sekudla ku-52 ubitwa 
ngekutsi i-eksponethi. Le-eksponethi 
lengu-2 iveta kutsi inombolo 5 
iphindzaphindvwe ngayo lucobo kabili.

52

extend
(a pattern)

To add terms to a given pattern. To do this you need to find the 
rule for the pattern.
e.g. Extend the pattern by giving the next 3 terms in the pattern: 
4, 9, 14
Rule: Add 5 each time to get the next term.  
Extended pattern: 4, 9, 14, 19, 24, 29

khulisa/ngeta 
(iphethini)

Kwengeta emathemu tukwephethini leniketiwe. Kute wente loku 
kufanele utfole umtsetfo walephethini.
sib. Khulisa iphethini ngekutsi unikete emathemu la-3 
lalandzelako tukwephethini: 4, 9, 14
Umtsetfo: Ngeta 5 sonkhe sikhatsi kute utfole ithemu lelandzelako.
Iphethini lekhulisiwe: 4, 9, 14, 19, 24, 29

Ff
face The flat surface of a 3-D object.

e.g. You can see three of the faces of 
this prism (box shape).

ifeyisi Indzawo lesicaba yabunjwa 
lophindzeke katsatfu/3-D.
sib. Ungabona emafeyisi lamatsatfu 
alephrizimu (kubumbeka/kwakheka 
kwelibhokisi).

family fact A collection of related addition facts made from the same 
numbers.

emaciniso emndeni Yinhlanganisela yekwenta emaciniso ekuhlanganisa lahlobene 
lasukela etinombolweni letifanako.

fast/faster Goes quickly.
e.g. The car goes fast. It goes faster than I can walk.

ngekushesha/ 
ngekusheshisisa

Kuhamba kuhamba ngesivinini lesisetulu. 
sib. Imoti ihamba ngesivinini lesisetulu. Ihamba ngesivinini 
lesisetudlwana kunesivinini lengingasihamba.

few Not many. A small number. kumbalwa/
kumcane/
kumtsanyane

Akusikunyenti; kuyinombolo lencane.



22

Maths word Explanation/diagram Ligama letibalo Umdvwebo/inchazelo

fewer than Less than, smaller in number. Use for counting objects.
e.g. There are fewer dogs than cats.

kumbalwa kuna- Lokuncane kuna, kuncane ngenombolo. Kusetjentiswa etintfweni 
tekubala.
sib. Kunetinja letincanyana kunemakati.

fewest The smallest in number. kumbalwa kakhulu Lokuncane kakhulu ngenombolo/ngelinani.

fifth/fifths A fraction that is made by finding five equal sized parts of the 
whole.

kwesihlanu/ 
kwetihlanu

Ifrakshini leyentiwa ngekutfola tincenye temasayizi lalinganako 
lasihlanu entfo lephelele.

finger width The width of your finger, used to measure length/thickness of 
something else.
e.g. This stem is about one finger width in thickness.

bubanti 
lobungangemunwe

Bubanti bemunwe wakho, lobusetjentiswa kutsi kukaleke budze/
bubanti balokutsite. 
sib. Lesicu silingana nemunwe munye bubanti ngebududla.

first, second, 
third, fourth, etc.

Numbers that give a position in a sequence. See ordinal 
numbers.

kwekucala, kwesibili, 
kwesitsatfu, kwesine, 
njll.

Tinombolo letiniketa indzawo ngendlela yesikhwensi/
lelandzelanako. Bona ema-odinalinamba/tinombolondzawo.

fives When things or objects come in groups of five.
e.g. We can count: 5, 10, 15  
We can say: 3 groups of 5 or 5 + 5 + 5 or 3 × 5.

tihlanu Uma tintfonobe tinsita/ema-objekthi ahlelwe ngemacembu 
lanetihlanu ngalinye.
sib. Singabala: 5, 10, 15 
Singatsi: Emacembu lama-3 eti- 5 nobe 5 + 5 + 5 nobe 3 × 5. 

flard cards Cards that are used to show 
numbers broken down 
according to place value.

emakhadi 
ekukhombisa

Emakhadi lasetjentiselwa 
kutsi kukhonjiswe tinombolo 
tilombolo letihlahlelwe 
ngekwalokumela lokutsite 
nobe ngendleala yeplesivelu.

flat Something which is not curved. A 3-D 
object can have flat sides (faces).
e.g. The faces (sides) of this cube are 
all flat.

sicaba Intfo lengenalijika. Intfo lephindzeke 
ka-3/3-D ingaba nemacala lasicaba 
(emafeyisi).
sib. Emafeyisi (emasayidi/emacala) 
alekhiyubhi onkhe asicaba.
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flat surface A flat surface can rest on a table and not roll. A shape can slide 
on a flat surface. See slide/roll.

licala/indzawo 
lelisicaba

Licala lelisicaba lingahlala etafuleni kepha lingagiciki. Bunjwa 
angashelela endzaweni lesicaba. Bona -silayidi/umsheleletane/
irola.

foot length The length of your foot, used to 
measure length of something else.
e.g. Mark the number of foot lengths, 
from heel to toe.

budze 
lobungangelunyawo

Budze belunyawo lwakho, 
lobusetjentiswa kutsi kukaleke budze 
bentfo lenye. 
sib. Maka inombolo yebudze 
belunyawo, kusukela esitsendzeni kuye 
elutwaneni.

formal unit An accepted standard unit used when you measure.
e.g. A kilogram is a formal unit for measuring mass and a metre 
is a formal unit for measuring length.

iyunithi lehlelekile Iyunithi lesitandati lelemukelekile lolisebentisa uma ukala 
lokutsite. 
sib. Likhilogremu liyiyunithi lesemtsetfweni yekukala sisindvo 
bese kutsi imitha iyunithi lesemtsetfweni yekukala budze.

forwards Going towards the front.
e.g. When you count forwards the numbers get bigger.

chubelembili Kuhambela embili lokuphambili.
sib. Uma ubala uya embili tinombolo tiya ngekukhula tibe 
tinkhulu.

fours When things or objects come in groups of four.
e.g. We can count: 4, 8, 12, 16, 20  
We can say: 5 groups of 4 or 4 + 4 + 4 + 4 + 4 or 5 × 4.

bokune Uma tintfo nobe tinsita tihlelwe ngemacembu alokune ngakunye.
sib. Singabala: 4, 8, 12, 16, 20 
Singatsi: Emacembu la-5 abo-4 nobe 4 + 4 + 4 + 4 nobe 5 × 4.

fraction circles Circles which have been divided up into 
fraction parts.
e.g. This circle has been divided into 
halves.

ifrakshinisekeli/ 
emafrakshini 
etindingilizi

Tindingilizi letehlukaniswe taba 
tincenye tetincetu.
sib. Lendingilizi yehlukaniswe yaba 
bohhafu.

fraction squares Squares which have been divided up 
into fraction parts.
e.g. This square has been divided into 
sixths.

emafrakshini 
etikwele

Tikwele letehlukaniswe taba tincetu 
letimafrakshini.
sib. Lesikwele sehlukaniswe 
ngetitfupha.
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fraction strips Strips that have been drawn to 
illustrate fraction parts.
e.g. A fraction strip showing fifths.  
One fifth has been shaded.

ifrakshinistriphu Titriphu letidvwetjelwe kutsi tikhombise 
tincetu tefrakshini.
sib. Ifrakshinistriphu lekhombisa tihlanu. 
Kunye lokusihlanu kufakwe umbala/
kushediwe.

fraction table A table that has been drawn to 
illustrate fraction parts.
e.g. A fraction table showing a whole, 
halves, quarters and fifths.

ifrakshinithebula Lithebula lelidvwetjelwe kutsi 
likhombise tincenye tefrakshini. 
sib. Lithebula lefrakshini lelikhombisa 
lokuphelele, emakota naloko 
lokutihlanu.

fraction wall A combination of fraction strips, drawn 
together to show the relative sizes of 
fractions. It looks a bit like a wall made 
of bricks which are different sizes.
e.g. A fraction wall showing a whole, 
halves, thirds and quarters. From this 
fraction wall you can see that one third 
is greater than one quarter.

ifrakshiniwoli/ 
ifrakshinilubondza

Emafrakshinistriphu lahlanganiswe 
ndzawonye, labutselwe ndzawonye 
kute kukhonjiswe kuhambelana 
kwemasayizi efrakshini. Kucishe 
kubukeke njengelubondza lolwakhiwe 
ngetitini letingalingani ngebukhulu 
bato. 
sib. Kulefrakshinlubondza ungakhona 
kubona kutsi kunye kulokutsatfu/wani 
thedi mukhulu kunekota yinye.

fractions Parts of a whole.
e.g. Half, third, quarter.

emafrakshini Tincetu talokuphelele. 
sib. Ihhafu, lokutsatfu, ikota.

frequency The number of times a data item occurs. ifrikhwensi Linani letikhatsi lekwenteka ngato i-ayithemu yedatha.

frequency table A table used to record 
frequencies. A tally is 
often used to count up the 
frequencies. 

Favourite colour

Colour Tally Total  
(frequency)

red e 5

blue eA 6

yellow AAAA 4

green ee 10

ifrikhwensithebuli Lithebula lelisetjentiswa kutsi 
kurekhodwe ifrikhwensi. Ithali 
ivame kusetjentiswa kute 
kubalwe emafrikhwensi.

Umbala lotsandvwako

Umbala Ithali Samba 
(lokuyimvama)

bovu e 5

luhlata 
kwesibha-
kabhaka

eA 6

mtfubi AAAA 4

luhlata ee 10
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front The part which is on the side of the 
face or at the beginning.
e.g. Here you can see the front and the 
back of a car. Also, if ten people are in 
a line, the first one is the one in front.

phambili Incenye leseluhlangotsini lwefeyisi 
nobe lesekucaleni. 
sib. Lapha ungabona lingaphambili 
nelingemuva lendlulamitsi. Kantsi futsi, 
uma bantfu labalishumi beme emgceni, 
lowekucala kuba nguye lome phambili.

full Not able to hold or contain any more. kugcwele Akusakhoni kumumatsa nobe kutsatsa 
umtsamo/kufaka lokunye.

function A relation that describes that there should be only one output for 
each input (or) we can say that a special kind of relation (a set 
of ordered pairs), which follows a rule i.e., every x-value should 
be associated with only one y-value.

ifangishini Ifungishini budlelwano lobuchaza kutsi kufanele kube nakunye 
lokuvelakolokuphatsekako kuloko lokufakiwe/i-iniphuthi 
ngakunye ngakunye (nobe) singatsi budlelwano lobukhetsekile 
(isethi lehlelwe ngemapheya/ngalokuhamba ngakubili), 
lokulandzela umtsetfo lotsite lokungaba kutsi, Leyo naleyo velu 
ya-x kumele yeuamaniswe nevelu ya-y yinye.

Gg
g Abbreviation for gram.

100 g

g Sifinyeto sagremu.
100 g

geometric 
object/shape

A geometric shape/object is described using geometric 
properties.

ijiyomethrikhi 
objekthi kwakheka 
kwentfo

Kuma kwentfo lesajomethri kuyintfo lesajomethri lengachazwa 
ngetibalo futsi lesetjentiselwa lokusajomethri.

geometric 
pattern

A pattern made using shapes.
e.g. This geometric pattern is 
made by repeating circles.

ijiyomethrikhi 
phethini

Iphethini leyentiwe 
ngekusebentisa bobunjwa/
emashephu.
sib. Lephethini yejiyomethri 
yakhiwe ngekuphindza 
tindingilizi/emasekeli.



26

Maths word Explanation/diagram Ligama letibalo Umdvwebo/inchazelo

geometric solid A 3-D geometric object.
e.g. A cube made of wood is a geometric solid.

ijiyomethrikhi solidi/ 
ijiyomethrikhi lecinile 

Bunjwa/ishephu yejiyomethri leyi-3-D. 
sib. Ikhiyubhu leyakhiwe ngesigodvo iyijiyomethrikhi solidi.

gram A gram is a smaller unit used to measure mass. There are  
1 000 grams in 1 kilogram.

igremu Igremu liyiyunithi lencane lelisetjentisa kustsi kukaleke sisindvo. 
Kunemagremu layi-1 000 ku-1 ikhilogremu.

graph A visual representation of a 
function or relation.

1–1–2–3–4–5–6 2 3 4 5 6
x

y

1

–1
–2

–3
–4
–5

–6

2
3

4
5
6

igrafu Sibonwa/umdvwebo loveta 
lokutsite lokungaveta 
budlelwano nobe kulinganisa 
kukhula nekwehla 
kwalokutsite.

1–1–2–3–4–5–6 2 3 4 5 6
x

y

1

–1
–2
–3
–4
–5

–6

2
3

4
5
6

graph title The heading of a graph that 
tells you what the graph is 
about.
e.g. This graph is about the 
colours of flowers that were 
collected.

red yellow pink purple

Flower colours sihloko segrafu Sihloko segrafu lesikutjela kutsi 
igrafu imayelana nani. 
sib. Legrafu imayelana 
nemibala yetimbali 
leticokelelwe/letikolekiwe.

bovu mtfubi pinki phehuli

Imibala yembali

greater than Bigger. The symbol > means greater than.
e.g. 5 > 3 means 5 is greater than 3.

kukhulu kuna- Kukhudlwana. Isimboli/luphawu > lusho kutsi kukhulu kuna-.
sib. 5 > 3 kusho kutsi 5 mukhulu kuna-3.

greatest Biggest (number).
e.g. Given the numbers 3, 7 and 5, the greatest number is 7.

kukhulu kakhulu Inkhulu kakhulu (inombolo). 
sib. Kuletinombolo 3, 7 ne-5 inombolo lenkhulu kakhulu yi-7.

grid A rectangle that has been divided up 
into small squares that appear in rows 
and columns.

igridi Ngucalandze lohlukaniswe waba 
tikwele letincane letiba ngemalayini 
kanye nemakholomu.
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group/groups A group is a set of objects that have been put together 
according to a given instruction.
e.g. The flowers are in groups of 5.

licembu/incumbi/ 
emacembu/tincumbi

Licembu yisethi yetintfo letibutsaniselwe ndzawonye 
ngekulandzela sicondziso lesiniketiwe.
sib. Timbali tingemacembu lahamba nge-5.

grouping 
(division)

When you put objects into groups you are ‘grouping’ the objects. 
You can divide numbers by grouping them.
e.g. If you have 15 flowers, how many bunches of 5 flowers each 
can you make? (15 ÷ 5 = )

15 ÷ 5 = 3

kubutsanisa/
kugcogca

Nangabe ubeka tintfo tibe ngemacembu siye sitsi ‘ubutsanisa’ 
tintfo. Ungehlukanisa tinombolo ngekutsi utibutsanise. 
sib. Nangabe unetimbali letingu-15, tingaki titfungo tetimbali 
letingu-5 ngasinye longatenta? (15 ÷ 5 = )

15 ÷ 5 = 3

groups of/ 
lots of

When things are put together they are called ‘groups of’ things 
or ‘lots of’ things.
e.g. Below there are three groups of five OR three lots of five.

emacembu e-/
tincumbi te-

Uma tintfo tibekwe ndzawonye tibitwa ngekutsi ‘ngemacembu 
e-’ tintfo nobe ‘tincumbi te-’ tintfo.
sib. Ngentasi kunemacembu lamatsatfu lanesihlanu ngalinye 
NOBE tincumbi letintsatfu letinesihlanu ngayinye.

Hh
half full A container which has been filled to 

half of its capacity, or which is holding 
half of the total amount that it can 
hold, is half full.

hhafu Ikhonthayina/simumatsi 
lesigcwaliswe safika ehhafini, nobe 
lesimumetse safika ehhafini lesamba 
lesingasimumatsa, lokusho kutsi 
kugcwele kwafika ehhafini. 

half/halves One of two equal parts. There are  
2 halves in a whole.

ihhafu/bohhafu Yinye yetincenye letimbili letilinganako. 
Kunabohhafu lama-2 entfweni 
lephelele.
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halving, halve, 
finding halves

To divide/cut something into two parts of equal size or number. kuhhafula, ihhafula, 
kutfola bohhafu

Kwehlukanisa/kusika lokutsite kube tincetu letimbili 
letinemasayizi lalinganako nobe inombolo.

handspan Handspan is the gap between your 
thumb and smallest finger when your 
hand is stretched out like this.

imphama yesandla Imphama yesandla sikhala 
lesisemkhatsini wesitfupha acikicane 
uma sandla sakho sivuleke ngalendlela.

heavy, heavier, 
heaviest

Objects which have a great mass are 
heavy. The heaviest object (of a group 
of objects) is the one with the greatest 
mass.
e.g. The car is heavy, the taxi is heavier 
the truck is the heaviest.

kuyasindza, 
kuyasindzanyana, 
kuyasindza kakhulu

Tintfo letinesisindvo lesikhulu 
tiyasindza. Intfo lesindza kakhulu 
(letilicembu letintfo/lema-objekthi) 
nguleyo lenesisindvo lesikhulu kakhulu.
sib. Imoti iyasindza, ithekisindzanyana, 
iloli ngiyo lesindza kakhulu.

height The measurement of length from top  
to bottom.

kuphakama Sikalo sebudze kusukela etulu/enhla 
kuye entasi.

hexagon Six-sided shape. iheksagon Bunjwa lonemacala lasitfupha.
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high/higher 
than

Can be used to compare 
height.
e.g. This school building is high. 
It is higher than that house.

kuphakeme/
kuphakeme kuna-

Kungasetjentiselwa 
kucatsanisa lizinga 
lekuphakama. 
sib. Lesakhiwo sesikolwa 
siphakeme. Siphakeme 
kwedlula leyandlu. 

higher number A number which is the bigger one of a pair of numbers.
e.g. If I have the numbers 39 and 56, 56 is the higher number.

inombolo lesetulu/ 
lenkhulu

Inombolo lenkhulu kuleto letitfolakala kulipheya letinombolo.
sib. Uma nginetinombolo 39 ne 56, 56 uyinombolo lesetulu.

historical 
events/
historical days

Events we celebrate that happened in the past.
e.g. 27 April is Freedom Day. It is celebrated to remember the 
first free elections in South Africa.

tehlakalo 
letimilandvo/ 
emalanga emilandvo

Tentakalo lesigubha umkhosi wato letenteka esikhatsini 
lesengca.
sib. 27 Mabasa Lilanga Lenkhululeko. Lugujelwa kukhumbula 
lukhetfo lwekucala lolukhululekile eNingizimu Afrika.

horizontal Going from side to side, like the horizon. horizonthali/ 
kuvundla

Kusuka kulinye licala kuye kulelinye, 
njengehorizoni/njengekuhamba 
kwelilanga.

12-hour time A day has 24 hours. There are two 12 hour periods in one day.  
In 12-hour time the time is measured as am (from 12 midnight  
to 12 noon) and pm (from 12 noon to 12 midnight).

sikhatsi lesingema-
awa la-12

Lilanga linema-awa lange-24. Kunetikhatsi letimbili letingema-
awa la-12 ngelilanga linye. Esikhatsini sema-awa la-12 sikhatsi 
sikalwa ngekutsi am (kusukela ngensimbi ye-12 kulamabili/
ekhatsi nebusuku kuye tukwnsimbi ye-12 emini) bese kutsi pm 
(ucala ngesimbi ye-12 emini kuye ngensimbi ye-12 kulamabili/
ekhatsi nebusuku).

hours/half 
hours/quarter 
hours

A unit of time equal to 60 minutes (hour). Half an hour has  
30 minutes. Quarter of an hour has 15 minutes.

ema-awa/ihhafu 
yema-awa/emakota 
ema-awa

Iyunithi yesikhatsi lelingana nemaminithi lange-60 (li-awa). 
Ihhafu yeli-awa inemaminithi lange-30. Ikota yeli-awa 
inemaminithi la-15.

how many? The number of things.
e.g. How many flowers are there?  
There are 5.

kungaki? Inombolo yetintfo. 
sib. Kunetimbali letingaki? Ti-5.

how much? The amount of something.
e.g. How much water is in that bottle?  
A lot of water – the bottle is full.

5ℓ

kunganani? Linani lalokutsite. 
sib. Anganani emanti kulelobhodlela? 
Linemanti lamanyenti – libhodlela 
ligcwele. 5ℓ
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hundreds When things or objects come in groups of a hundred.
e.g. We can count: 100, 200, 300, 400 
We can say: 4 groups of 100 or 100 + 100 + 100 + 100 or 4 × 100.

emakhulu Uma tintfo nobe ema-objekthi ahlelwe ngemacembu 
lanemakhulu ngalinye.
sib. Singabala: 100, 200, 300, 400 
Singasho kutsi: Emacembu la-4 ema-100 nobe 100 + 100 + 100 + 
100, nobe 4 × 100.

Ii
identify Recognise and name. khomba/tfola Khona kutfola uphindze unikete ligama.

improper 
fraction

A fraction whose numerator is greater than its denominator. 
e.g. 53 is an improper fraction.

ifrakshini 
lengakahleleki

Ifrakshini letfolakala inenombolo lenkhulu kunaleyo lengaphasi 
kwayo.
sib. 53 ifrakshini lengakahleleki.

incline To slope or slant. kwehlela/ 
ku-inklayina

Kwehlela nobe kutjeka.

increase Make bigger or larger. yandzisa/khulisa/
yengeta

Yenta kube kukhudlwana nobe kululekanyane.

index finger The finger between the thumb and the 
longest finger. The index finger is the 
finger most often used for pointing.

umunwe/lugalo 
lwekukhomba/
khombisile

Lugalo/umunwe losemkhatsini 
wesitfupha kanye nemunwe lomudze. 
Lugalo/umunwe wekukhomba 
gumunwe lesiwusebentisa kakhulu 
uma sikhomba lokutsite.

informal 
measurement

Measuring using non-standard units.
e.g. If you find out how wide your school desk is by using  
your hand.

imejamenthi 
lengakahleleki/
silinganiso 
lesingakahleleki

Kukala kusetjentiswa emayunithi langakamiswa/
langakavumeleki.
sib. Uma utfola kutsi libanti kangakanani lidesiki lakho 
lasesikolweni ube usebentisa sandla sakho.
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informal unit When you measure informally, you use 
informal units of length.
e.g. If you measure the width of your 
school desk using your hand, you are 
using your hand-span as an informal 
unit. (Hand-span is the gap between 
your thumb and smallest finger when 
your hand is stretched out like this.)

iyunithi 
lelingakahleleki

Um ukala ngendlela lengakahleleki, 
usebentisa emayunithi langakahleleki 
ebudze.
sib. Uma ukala bubanti belidesiki lakho 
lesikolo usebentisa sandla sakho, usuke 
usebentisa imphama yesandla sakho 
njengeyunithi lengakahleleki (Imphama 
yesandla sikhala lesisemkhatsini 
wesitfupha acikicane uma sandla 
sakho sivuleke ngalendlela.)

information A meaningful collection of facts or data. lwati Lugcogco lolubalulekile lwemaciniso nobe idatha.

in front of 
(position)

A number or numbers which comes 
before another number.
e.g. 4 is in front of 5 and 6. 

Things can be in a position ‘in front of’ 
other things.
e.g. The tree is in front of the car.

3 4 5 6

ngembikwe- 
(position)

Inombolo nobe tinombolo letitfolakala 
ngembi kwalenye inombolo.
sib. 4 wandvulela 5 ne 6.

Tintfo tingaba sendzaweni tsite 
‘ngembikwa-’ letinye tintfo.
sib. Sihlahla singembi kwemoti.

3 4 5 6

input The value or values that are fed into a function. lokungetwako/ 
lokufakwako/ 
i-iniphuthi

Ivalu nobe emavelu langetwa kufungishini.

integers The set of whole numbers that includes positive numbers, 
negative number and the number zero.

ema-intenja Isethi yetinombolo letiphelele nobe letigcwele lefaka ekhatsi 
tinombolo tekuhlanganisa, tinombolo tekususa kanye 
nenombolo lenguziro.

interpret (data) To explain the meaning. kuhumusha (idatha) Kuniketa inshokutsi yalokutsite.

interval The gap between – it could be a time interval or an interval in 
numbers (the size of the gap in a number pattern).
e.g. There is an interval of 1 hour between 3 o’clock and 4 o’clock. 
The interval in the number pattern 15, 30, 45, 60 is 15.

i-inthevali/umkhatsi Sikhala lelisemkhatsini – kungaba i-inthevali/sikhala sesikhatsi 
nobe i-inthevali/sikhala setinombolo (isayizi yelsikhala 
kuynambaphethini.
sib. Kune-inthevali yeli-awa li-1 emkhatsini wensimbi 
ye-3 enhloko nensimbi ye-4 enhloko. i-inthevali lekhona 
kunambaphethini 15, 30, 45, 60 li-15. 
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inverse 
operation

An operation that undoes what another operation does.
e.g. Addition and subtraction are inverse operation.  
30 + 55 = 85 and 85 – 55 = 30

i-invesi ophareshini i-opareshini leyenta kutsi kugucuke loko lokwentiwe ngulenye 
i-ophareshini. 
sib. Kuhlanganisa nekususa kuma-inversi ophareshini.  
30 + 55 = 85 na 85 – 55 = 30

investigate Find out about something by looking around for information. sesha/phenya Tfola mayelana nalokutsite ngekutsi ubuke lwati longalutfola 
emaceleni.

Jj
just after Something which follows straight after what you have. This is an 

informal expression.
e.g. The number just after 5 is 6.

kulandzela emuva Intfo lelandzela emuva kwaloko lonako. Lena i-expreshini 
lengakahleleki. 
sib. Inombolo lelandzela uma kwedlula 5 si-6.

just as many as The same number as. 
e.g. There are just as many 
balls as boxes in this drawing. 
(There are 4 balls and  
4 boxes.)

lokunyenti njega- Inombolo lefana nalenye. 
sib. Kunemabhola lamanyenti 
lalingana nelinani lemabhokisi 
kulomdvwebo (kunemabhola 
la-4 nemabhokisi la-4).

just before Something which comes immediately before what you have. 
This is an informal expression. 
e.g. The number just before 11 is 10.

ngembi kwe Lokutsite lokufika ngekushesha ngembi kwalokuo lonako. Lena 
i-expreshini lengakahleleki. 
sib. Inombolo lefika kucala kune-11 li-10.

Kk
key (data 
graph)

A key on a pictograph tells us how 
many each picture stands for. Key

  = 1

ikhhi (igrafu 
yedatha)

Sikhiya Ikhi kuphikthografu isitjela kutsi 
sitfombe sinye simele kungaki. Ikhi

  = 1

kilogram A standard metric unit used to measure mass. The abbreviation 
for kilogram is kg. The mass of 1 kg is the same everywhere in  
the world.

likhilogremu Imetrikhi lesitandadi/lemisiwe lesetjentiswa kukala sisindvo 
Sifinyeto selikhilogremu ngu-kg. Sisindvo se-1 kg siyafana 
emhlabeni wonkhe jikelele.

kilometre A standard metric unit for measuring distance. likhilomitha Imetric leliyunithi lelisitandadi/lelimisiwe lekukala libanga lelitsite.
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kitchen scale A scale that is used to measure mass. 
You put it on a counter and some 
goods in the scale, and then you can 
read the mass of the goods. 
e.g. You can find the mass of butter 
when you are cooking.

0 1
2
3

456
7

8
9

sikalo sasekhishini Sikalo lesisetjentiswa kukala sisindvo. 
Usibeka kukhawuntha bese ufaka 
tintfo letitsite esikalini ngemuva 
kwaloko ungakhona kubona sisindvo 
setintfo nobe setimphahla. 
sib. Ungatfola kutfola sisindvo 
sabhotela uma uyapheka.

0 1
2
3

456
7

8
9

kg Abbreviation for kilogram.

5 kg

kg Sifinyeto sakhilogremu.

5 kg

km Abbreviation for kilometre. km Sifinyeto selikhilomitha.

Ll
label A label tells you what something is. ilebuli Ilebuli ikutjela kutsi intfo letsite iyini.

larger Bigger. kubantana Kukhudlwana.

late Not on time.
e.g. If you are late for a lesson you arrive after the lesson has 
started.

kwephuta/
kweshiywa sikhatsi

Kungafiki ngesikhatsi.
sib. Uma ushiywe sikhatsi sesifundvo ufika sifundvo sesicalile.

later Not right now. kamuva Hhayi nyalo.
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least Smallest number.
e.g. The first child has the least 
apples.

lokuncane kakhulu Inombolo lencane kakhulu.
sib. Umntfwana wekucala 
unemahhabhula lamancane 
kakhulu.

least common 
(data)

The things of which there are 
the lowest number.
e.g. In the pictograph on the 
right, purple flowers are the 
least common.

red yellow pink purple

Flower colours lokuvame kancane 
(idatha)

Tintfo letitfolakala 
ngenenombolo lencane 
kakhulu.
sib. Kulephikthografu 
lesesandleni sekudla timbali 
letiphephuli tivame kancane 
kakhulu.

bovu mtfubi pinki phehuli

Imibala yembali

left/left hand 
side

Your body has a left side and a right 
side. The left hand is on the left side of 
the body.

left right

sancele (esandleni 
sesancele)

Umtimba wakho uneluhlangotsi 
lwengesancele neluhlangotsi 
lwengesekudla. Sandla sesancele 
singaseluhlangotsini lwangesancele 
lwemtimba.

sancele

sekudla

left over 
(subtraction)

What remains when you have subtracted.
e.g. If I have 10 marbles and I give away 4 then I have 6 marbles 
left over.

lokusele lokusale uma sewususile. 
sib. Nangabe nginetimabuli letinge-10 bese ngiphisana ngale-4 
ngisala netimabuli leti-6 letiba ngulokusele.

length The measurement of ‘how long’ something is. The measurement 
from end to end of an object.

budze Silkalo sekutsi ‘yindze kangakanani’ intfo letsiye. sikalo 
klesisukela lapho intfo icala khona kute kube sekugcineni kwayo.

length of time An amount of time that has passed.
e.g. The length of your maths lesson is 90 minutes.

budze besikhatsi Linani lesikhatsi lesedlulile. 
sib. Budze besifundvo sakho setibalo simaminithi lange-90.
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less When there are fewer of something.
e.g. I have 4 oranges and you have 6 oranges. I have fewer 
oranges than you have. 4 is less than 6.

kunnace/ngaphasi/ 
kumbalwa

Uma lokutsite kumbalwa. 
sib. Nginema-olintji lau-4 bese wena unema-olintji la-6. 
Nginema-olintji lamancane kunewakho. Nginema-olintji 
lambalwa kunewakho. 4 ungaphasi kwe-6.

less than Smaller. The symbol < means less than.
e.g. We read 4 < 9 as “4 is less than 9”. This is true because 4 is  
a smaller number than 9.

kuncane kuna- Kuncanyana. Luphawu < lusho kutsi kuncane kuna-. 
sib. Sifundza 4 < 9 njengekutsi “4 mncane kuna-9”. Loku kuliciniso 
ngobe 4 iyinombolo lencane kuna-9.

light, lighter, 
lightest

Objects which have a small mass are 
light. The lightest object (of a group 
of objects) is the one with the smallest 
mass.
e.g. The pen is light, the button is 
lighter, the feather is the lightest.

lula, lulanyana,  
lula kakhulu

Tintfo letinesisindvo lesincane kutsiwa 
tilula. Intfo lelula kakhulu (ecenjini 
letintfo) nguleyo lenesisindvo  
lesincane kakhulu.
sib. Ipheni ilula, likinobho lilulanyana, 
lusiba lulula kakhulu.

line A straight path from one point to 
another point.

umugca Yindlela lecondzile lesuka endzaweni 
letsite kuye kulenye.

list When you write a list you write down things under each other.
e.g. A shopping list reminds you what to buy when you go 
shopping.

luhla Uma ubhala luhla usuke ubhala tintfo utihlela ngaphasi 
kwakunye kulokunye. 
sib. Luhla lwekutsenga likukhumbuta kutsi yini lekufanele 
uyitsenge uma uyotsenga.

litre/litres The standard metric unit which is used to measure volume and 
capacity.

ilitha/emalitha Imetrikhi lestandati lelisetjentiswa kukala bungako kanye 
nemtsamo. 

long hand and 
short hand on 
clock

These pointers allow us to tell time on 
an analogue clock. The long hand tells 
us the minutes. The short hand tells us 
the hour.

12
1

2
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4
567
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9

10
11

lutsi loludze nelutsi 
lolufisha ewashini

Letintsi tenta kutsi sikhone kusho 
sikhatsi letintsi netinombolo. Lutsi 
loludze lusiniketa emaminithi. Lutsi 
lolufisha lusiniketa li-awa.
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long, longer, 
longest

You can compare the lengths of 
different objects using the words long, 
longer and longest.
e.g. This first arrow is long, the second 
arrow is longer, the third arrow is the 
longest. The third arrow is longer than 
the second arrow. It is also longer than 
the first arrow.

kudze, 
kudzenyanana, 
kudze kakhulu

Ungacatsanisa budze betintfo 
letehlukene usebentise emagama 
kudze, kudzana nalelitsi kudze kakhulu.
sib. Umcibisholo wekucala mudze, 
umcibisholo wesibili mudzenyana, 
umcibisholo wesitsatfu mudze kakhulu. 
Umcibisholo wesitsatfu mudzenyanana 
kunemcibisholo wesibili. Uphindze 
ube mudzenyana kunemcibisholo 
wekucala.

long time When a lot of time has passed, we say that something has taken 
a long time.

sikhatsi lesidze Uma kwendlule sikhatsi lesinyenti, sitsi intfo letsite itsetse sikhatsi 
lesidze.

lots of/ 
groups of

Objects that have been put together, usually to count them  
more easily.
e.g. The flowers are in lots of OR groups of 5.

tincumbi ta-/
emacembu a- 

Tintfo letibutsaniselwe ndzawonye, ngalokuvamile kwentelwa 
kutsi kube nendlela lelula yekutibala. 
sib. Timbali tingetincumbi NOBE tingemacembu e-5.

lower number A number which is the smaller one of a pair of numbers.
e.g. If I have the numbers 39 and 56, 39 is the lower number.

inombolo lephasi Inombolo lengiyo lencanyana kulipheya letinombolo.
sib. Uma nginetinombolo letinge 39 ne 56, 39 uyinombolo lephasi 
nobe lencane.

low/lower than You can describe the height of an object using the words low 
and lower than.
e.g. This small bridge is low. It is lower than that big bridge.

phasi/ngaphasi kwa- Ungachaza kuphakama kwentfo usebentise emagama phasi 
kanye ngaphasi kwa-.
sib. Lelibhuloho lelincane liphasi. Lingaphasana kwelibhuloho 
lelikhulu.
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Mm
makes This word is sometimes used to say “Gives the answer when  

you add.”
e.g. 5 plus 4 makes 9.

kwenta Ngalesinye sikhatsi leligama lisetjentiswa kutsi “Niketa 
imphendvulo nangabe uhlanganisa.” 
sib. 5 nakahlanganiswa na-4 kwenta 9.

many A lot. A large number. kunyenti/kuningi Kunengi kakhulu; linani/inombolo lenkhulu.

map A drawing which could be formal or informal. It shows you where 
things are. It represents an area.
e.g. You could have a map of your town, a map of your school  
or a map of South Africa.

libalave Umdvwebo longaba lohlelekilei nobe longakahleleki. Umela 
nobe ukhomba i-eriya/indzawo. 
sib. Ungaba nelibalave lelidolobha lakini, libalave lesikolo sakho 
nobe libalave eNingizimu Afrika.

mass The amount of matter that an object is 
made up of.
e.g. A chicken has a greater mass than 
a cookie.

sisindvo Linani lebungako intfo leyentiwe 
ngabo.
sib. Inkukhu inesisindvo lesikhudlwana 
kunelikukisi.

match Pair up. If you match the 
number names to the number 
of items illustrated, you show 
which number name should  
be paired up with which set  
of items.

two

three

one

matanisa Beka ngemapheya. Uma 
umatanisa emabito 
etinombolo nelinani letintfo/
lema-ayithemu letikhonjisiwe, 
ukhombisa kutsi nguliphi libito 
lenombolo lekufanale libe 
lipheya layiphi i-ayithemu/
yetintfo.

kubili

kutsatfu

kunye

Mathematics The study of numbers, rules and symbols. imethamethiki/tibalo Sifundvo setinombolo, imitsetfo netimphawu.

measure To find the size or amount of something. This can only be done 
for things that can be measured. 
e.g. You can measure the length, mass, capacity and volume  
of objects.

linganisa/kala Kutfola isayizi nobe linani lalokutsite. Loku kungentiwa kuphela 
etintfweni letingakalwa.
sib. Kutsi ungakala budze, sisindvo, umtsamo kanye nebungako 
betintfo.

measurement The measure of the size of something. You can get 
measurements of lots of different things.
e.g. The measurement of the height of the classroom door is 
about 2 metres.

imejamenthi/sikalo Sikalo sesayizi yentfo letsite. Ungatfola sikalo setintfo letinyenti 
letahlukahlukene. 
sib. Sikalo sebudze besivalo seliklasi csingaba ngemamitha la-2.
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measuring tape A length of tape that has been marked in units that can be used 
to measure length.

ithephu yekukala Budze bethephu lobumakwe ngemayunithi langasetjentiswa 
kutsi kukalwe budze.

medium Somewhere in the middle – not very big or small. phakatsi nedzawo/ 
emkhatsini 
nendzawo

Ndzawana tsite lesemkhatsini; lengasiyinkhulu kakhulu nobe 
lengasiyincane. 

method See technique. indlela Bona lisu.

metre/metres The standard unit used to measure length in the metric system. imitha/emamitha Iyunithi lemisiwe/lesitandati lesetjentiselwa kukala budze 
betintfo. 

metre stick A ruler or measuring stick that is one metre in length. imitha sitiki Irula nobe sitiki/indvuku yekukala lenebudze bemitha yinye. 

million A thousand thousand OR 1 000 000 sigidzi/imiliyoni Tinkhulungwane letiyinkhulungwane.

minus Subtract. imayinasi Susa/khokha/khipha.

minute A unit of time – there are 60 minutes in an hour. There are  
60 seconds in a minute.

liminithi Iyunithi yesikhatsi – kunemaminithi lange-60 kuli-awa. 
Kunemasekhondi lange-60 tukweliminithi.

missing Missing numbers in a number sentence are numbers that are not 
written into the given number sentence. You can usually work 
out the missing numbers.
e.g. Find the missing number if 13 +  = 18. The missing number  
is 5.

lokungekho/
lokushodako

Lokungekho tinombolo letikunamba sentensi titinombolo 
letingakabhalwa kulenamba senthensi leniketiwe. Ngalokuvamile 
ungabala utfole tinombholo letishodako.
sib. Tfola inombolo leshodako uma 13 +  = 18. Inombolo 
leshodako si-5.

mixed number A number composed of a whole number and a fraction.
e.g. 3 6

7 is a mixed number. 
inombolo lecubile/
lebhicile

Inombolo lenenombolo lephelele/legwele kanye nefrakshini. 
sib. 3 6

7 inombolo lecubile.

money We use money to pay for 
goods or services. It comes in 
coins and notes.

imali Sisebentisa imali kute 
sikhokhele timphahla 
nobe tinsita. Itfolakala 
ngemakhoyini/tinhlavumali 
nemaphephamali/nemali 
yemaphepha.

month A month is a period of time that is about 30 days long.  
A calendar year is broken up into 12 months. Not all months  
have the same number of days.

inyanga Inyanga ikhomba kuhamba kwebudze besikhatsi 
lesingemalanga la-30. Ikhalenda yemnyaka yehlukaniswa 
ngetinyanga leti-12. Akusito tonkhe tinyanga letinenombolo 
yemalanga lalinganako.
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months of the 
year

January, February, March, April, May, June, July, August, 
September, October, November and December.

tinyanga temnyaka Bhimbidvwane, Indlovana, Indlovulenkhulu, Mabasa, 
Inkhwekhweti, Inhlaba, Kholwane, Ingci, Inyoni, Imphala, Lweti 
neNgongoni.

more Greater number or amount. kunyenti Inombolo nobe linani lelikhulu.

more common 
(data)

Something of which there are 
a greater number than other 
things.
e.g. In the pictograph on the 
right, red flowers are more 
common than pink and purple 
flowers.

red yellow pink purple

Flower colours lokuvame kakhulu Lokutsite lokutfolakala 
kunetinombolo letinkhudlwana 
kunaletinye tintfo.
sib. Kulephikthografu 
lesesekudla, timbali letibovu 
tivame kakhulu kunetimbali 
letiphinki naletiphephuli.

bovu mtfubi pinki phehuli

Imibala yembali

more than Greater than. The symbol > means more/greater than.
e.g. We read 23 > 19 as “23 is greater than 19”.
This is true because 23 is a bigger number than 19.

kuningi kuna-/
kungetulu kuna-

Kunkhulu kuna-. Isimboli/luphawu > lusho lokunyenti/
lokungetulu kuna-.
sib. Sifundza 23 > 19 sitsi “23 mukulu kune-19”. 
Loku kuliciniso ngobe 23 yinombolo lenkhulu kuna-19.

morning The first part of the day which ends at about noon. ekuseni Incenye yekucala yelusuku legcina ndzawana tsite emini.

most The highest number.
e.g. The third child has the 
most apples.

linyenti Inombolo lenkhulu kakhulu/
lephakeme kahulu.
sib. Umntfwana wesitsatfu 
unemahhabhula lamanyenti 
kakhulu.

multiple The product when you multiply one whole number by another 
whole number.
e.g. 6 is a multiple of 2; 25 is a multiple of 5.

imaltipuli Iphrodakthi levela uma uphindzaphindza inombolo yinye 
lephelele ngalenye inombolo lephelele.
sib. 6 siyimaltipuli ya-2; 25 uyimaltipuli ye-5.

multiples of 2 The products when you multiply whole numbers by 2.
e.g. 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14 are the first seven multiples of 2.

emamaltipuli a-2 Iphrodakthi levela uma uphindzaphindza inombolo lephelele 
nga-2. 
sib. 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14 ngemamaltipuli ekucala lasikhombisa a-2.

multiples of 3 The products when you multiply whole numbers by 3.
e.g. 3, 6, 9, 12, 15, 18, 21 are the first seven multiples of 3.

emamaltipuli a-3 Iphrodakthi levela uma uphindzaphindza inombolo lephelele 
nga-3. 
sib. 3, 6, 9, 12, 15, 18, 21 ngemamaltipuli ekucala lasikhombisa a-3.
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multiples of 4 The products when you multiply whole numbers by 4.
e.g. 4, 8, 12, 16, 20, 24, 28 are the first seven multiples of 4.

emamaltipuli a-4 Iphrodakthi levela uma uphindzaphindza inombolo lephelele 
nga-4. 
sib. 4, 8, 12, 16, 20, 24, 28 ngemamaltipuli ekucala lasikhombisa a-4.

multiples of 5 The products when you multiply whole numbers by 5.
e.g. 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30, 35 are the first seven multiples of 5.

emamaltipuli a-5 Iphrodakthi levela uma uphindzaphindza inombolo lephelele 
nge-5. 
sib. 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30, 35 ngemamaltipuli ekucala lasikhombisa 
e-5.

multiplication The operation that involves calculating the total of a given 
number of groups.

kuphindzaphindza I-ophareshini lefaka ekhatsi kukhalkhuletha samba senombolo 
yelicembu tsite leliniketiwe.

multiply When you multiply you carry out the operation of multiplication. 
The answer that you get is called the product.
e.g. 7 × 2 = 14 so we say that 14 is the product of 7 and 2.

phindzaphindza Uma uphindzaphindza usuke wenta i-ophareshini 
yekuphindzaphindza. Imphendvulo loyitfolako ibitwa ngekutsi 
iphrodakthi/lokutfolakele. 
sib. 7 × 2 = 14 ngako-ke sitsi 14 uyiphrodakthi ye-7 na-2.

Nn
narrower Less wide than.

e.g. The country road is narrower than the highway.
kuncane Uvuleke kancane kune-/ubanti kancane kune.

sib. Umgcwaco wasemakhaya muncane kunemgcwaco 
watselawayekela/wakuhayiweyi.

near double Something that is close to a double.
e.g. 25 is a near double – it is just more than double 12.

dvute nekuphindzeka Lokusedvute nalokuphindzekako.
sib. 25 udvute nekuphndzeka – mane nje wengeta 
ekuphindzekeni kwe-12.

nearest ten When you round off numbers you see what number they are 
near to. When you round off to the nearest ten, you look for the 
ten that the given number is closest to.
e.g. 59 is closer to 60 than to 50. 60 is the nearest ten to 59.

lishumi lelisedvute Uma usondzeta tinombolo uye ubue kutsi tisondzelene nayiphi 
inombolo. Uma usondzeta eshumini lelisedvute, ubuka lishumi 
lelisedvute nenombolo leniketiwe. 
sib. 59 usedvute kwe-60 kunema-50. 60 lishumi lelisedvute  
kwe-59.

negative 
numbers

Numbers that are less than zero. inombolo lenekethivu Tinombolo letincane kuziro.
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negative sign The symbol (–) used to indicate a negative quantity. It can also 
be called a minus sign and denote the operation subtraction.

luphawu lwekususa Luphawu (–) lolusetjentiswa kutsi luveta linani lelikhomba 
lokutsite lokususiwe.

net A flat shape that can be folded into a 3-D object. inetha Bunjwa losicaba longagocwa abe yintfo lenetigaba letintsatfu.

next The one that comes after.
e.g. 14 comes next after 13.

lokulandzelako Lokulandzela ngemuva. 
sib. 14 lilandzela ngemuva kwe-13.

next to 
(position)

Near to or right after.
e.g. The dog is next to the cat.

e.g. The number symbol 3 is next to the 
number name ‘three’. 3  three

dvute ne-/eceleni 
kwe- 

edvute nalokutsite nobe nje ngemuva.
sib. Inja isedvute nelikati.

sib. Inombolo leyisimboli 3 idvute 
neligama lenombolo kweligama 
lenombolo ‘kutsatfu’. 3  kutsatfu

night The time when it is dark, when you are usually asleep. busuku Sikhatsi lesivela uma kumnyama, imvamisa uma silele.

non-geometric 
shape

A shape which is irregular and is not described using geometric 
properties.
e.g. A leaf is a non-geometric shape.

inonjiyomethrikhi 
shephu bunjwa

Bunjjwa longalingani nobe lotjekile futsi longachazwa 
ngekusebentisa emaphrophathi ejiyomethri.
sib. Licembe liyi nonjiyomethrikhi shephu.

non-standard The same as informal.
e.g. A non-standard unit for measuring length is the width of 
your hand.

inonstandati/
lokungakamiswa

Kuyafana nalokungakahleleki. 
sib. Iyunithi lengakamiswa lekukala budze kusebentisa bubanti 
besandla sakho.
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non-standard 
measure

The same as informal measure.
e.g. A non-standard unit for measuring length is the width of 
your hand.
e.g. If you find out how wide your school desk is by using your 
hand.

inonstandati 
meja/kukala 
lokungakamiswa

Kufana nekukala lokungakahleleki.
sib. Inonstandati yunithi yekukala budze bubanti besandla 
sakho. 
sib. Uma utfola kutsi libanti kangakanani lidesiki lakho 
lasesikolweni, lokwenteka ngekusebentisa sandla sakho.

non-unitary 
fractions

Fractions that are not unitary fractions. They have a numerator 
which is bigger than 1.
e.g. 45 , 27, etc.

inonyunithari 
frakshini

Emafrakshini langasiwo emayunithari frakshini. Tinenyumaretha 
lenkhulua ku-1.
sib. 45 , 27, njll.

number How many things or objects there are. You count to find the 
number of items.

inombolo/inamba Tingaki tintfo nobe ema-objekthi lakhona. Uyabala kute utfole 
linani laloko lokukhona/ema-ayithemu. 

number bonds The number pairs that add up to a given number.
e.g. The number bonds of 6 are:
1 + 5 = 6	 2 + 4 = 6
3 + 3 = 6	 4 + 2 = 6
5 + 1 = 6

emanambabhondi Emapheya etinombolo lahlanganiswa kute akhele kulenombolo 
leniketiwe.
sib. Emabhondi enombolo si-6 ngulawa:
1 + 5 = 6	 2 + 4 = 6
3 + 3 = 6	 4 + 2 = 6
5 + 1 = 6

number cards Cards that show numbers that can be 
used to help learners become familiar 
with number symbols used to write 
numbers.

emakhadi 
etinombolo

Emakhadi lasetjentisewa kukhombisa 
tinombolo letisita bafundzi kutsi 
batetayete nemasimboli lasetjentiswa 
uma kubhalwa tinombolo.

number family 
facts

A collection of related addition facts made from the same 
numbers.
e.g. Some of the number family facts of 15 are: 10 + 5; 5 + 5 + 5;  
9 + 6; 3 + 12, and so on.

emaciniso emndeni 
wetinombolo

Kubutsela ndzawonye kwetinombolo temaciniso 
letinebudlelwano letakheke tisuselwa tukwetinombolo letifanako. 
sib. Lamanye emaciniso emndeni enombolo 15 ngulawa: 10 + 5;  
5 + 5 + 5; 9 + 6; 3 + 12, nalokunye nalokunye.
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number grid/
chart

A board with ten rows and ten columns 
numbered from 1 to 100.

igridinombolo/ 
lishadi

Yibhodi lenemigca lalishumi kanye 
nemakholomu lalishumi labhalwe 
tinombolo leticala ku-1 kuye e-100.

number line A number line is a line on which numbers can be placed, 
according to their value. The gaps on the number line must be 
drawn accurately.

5 6 7 8 9 100 1 2 3 4

umugcanombolo/ 
inambalayini

Umugca wetinombolo ngumugca longafakwa tinombolo, 
ngekwemavelu ato. Tikhala letikunambalayini kufanele kumele 
tidvwetjwe ngendlela lefanele.

5 6 7 8 9 100 1 2 3 4

number name/
number word

When you write out a number using words you give the number 
name.
e.g. The number name of 47 is forty-seven.

libitonombolo/ 
ligamanombolo

Uma ubhala inombolo ngekusebentisa emagama usuke uniketa 
inombolo ligama.
sib. Libitonombolo lema-47 liba mashumi lamane nesikhombisa.

number pairs Pairs (groups of two) of numbers that are put together. emapheyanombolo Ngemapheya (emacembu lahamba ngakubili) etinombolo 
letibutsaniselwe ndzawonye.

number 
pattern/numeric 
pattern

A number/numeric pattern is another name for a number 
sequence or pattern.

inambaphethini/ 
inyumerikhiphethini

Inambaphethini/inyumerikhiphethini ngulelinye libito lelisho 
kulandzelana nobe iphethini yetinombolo.

number problem A maths question that has been set using numbers for which  
you need to find the solution.

inkinganombolo Ngumbuto wetibalo lobutwe ngekusebentisa tinombolo lekumele 
utfole sisombululo sato. 

number range A set or group of numbers between given limits. getalgebied Isethi nobe licembu letinombolo letsemkhatsini waletitsite 
letiniketiwe.

number 
sentence

When you use numbers and symbols to express the solution of  
a word problem you write it using a number sentence.
e.g. If I have 5 sweets and you have 7 sweets how many sweets 
do we have altogether? The number sentence expressing this is: 
5 + 7 =  or 5 + 7 = 12.

inambasenthensi/ 
umushonombolo

Uma usebentisa tinombolo nemasimboli kute uvete sisombululo 
senkinga ngekusebentisa umusho wetinombolo.
sib. Uma nginemaswidi la-5 wena unemaswidi la-7 sinemaswidi 
lamangaki uma ahlangene? Umushonombolo loveta loku ngulo: 
5 + 7 = nobe 5 + 7 = 12.

number 
sequences

Number sequences are patterns of numbers that follow a rule.
e.g. 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, ... are the even numbers, they are a sequence 
of numbers.

isukhwensinombolo/ 
kulandzelana 
kwetinombolo

Inamba sikhwensi/kulandzelana kwetinombolo ngemaphethini 
etinombolo lalandzela umtsetfo lotsite.
sib. 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, … tinombolo let-ivini/letibalwa ngakubili, 
titinombolo letihleleke ngekulandzelana.
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number symbol When you write out a number using symbols (numerals/digits) 
you give the number symbol.
e.g. The number symbol for the number seventy-two is 72.

inambasimboli Uma ubhala inombolo usebentisa emasinboli (emanyumerali/ 
emadijithi) usuke iniketa inombolo leyisimboli. 
sib. Isimboli leyinombolo yelenombololengemashumi emashumi 
lasikhombisa nakubili nge-72. 

numeral A symbol used to write a number. The numerals we use are the 
ten digits: 0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9.

inombolo/inyumerali Isimboli lesetjentiselwa kubhala inombolo. Emanyumerali 
lesitisebentisako angulamadijithi lalishumi 0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9.

numerator The top number in a fraction numeral which is written using 
symbols.
e.g. 34 (in this fraction 3 is the numerator).

inyumaretha Inombolo letfolakala ngetulu tukwefrakshini lebhalwa 
ngekusebentisa emasimboli.
sib. 34 (kulefrakshini 3 uyinyumaretha).

numeric pattern A numeric pattern is another name for a number sequence  
or pattern.
e.g. 20, 40, 60, 80, ...

inyumeraliphethini/ 
iphethininombolo

inyumeraliphethini ngulelinye libito lelisho isikhwensi/ kuhleleka 
nobe iphethini yetinombolo.
sib. 20, 40, 60, 80, …

Oo
object (counter) A thing. You can see it. If there are lots you can count them. intfo (kwekubala) Yintfo. Ungayibona. Uma kukunyenti ungakubala.

objects 
3-D (three-
dimensional 
objects)

Objects such as balls (spheres) 
and boxes (prisms).

tintfo te-3-D (tintfo 
tintfo letiphindzeke 
ka-3)

Tintfo letifana nemabhola 
(emasifiyeti/ndingilizi) kanye 
nemabhokisi (emaphrizimu).

o’clock When you write the time from an 
analogue clock, you use the word 
‘o’clock’.
e.g. It is 8 o’clock.

12
1

2

3

4
567

8

9

10
11

enhloko Uma ubhala sikhatsi lesisuselwa 
ewashini letintsi, usebentisa ligama 
‘enhloko’.
sib. Ngu-8 enhloko.

12
1

2

3

4
567

8

9

10
11

odd number A number that is not divisible by 2.
e.g. 3, 15, 29, 55

i-odinambha Inombolo lengahlukaniseki nga-2. 
sib. 3, 15, 29, 55
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on top of 
(position)

When something is above something 
else.
e.g. The ball is on top of the box.

ngetulu kwe-/tukwe 
(indzawo)

Nangabe lokutsite kubekwe ngetulu 
kwalokutsite.
sib. Ibhola ingetulu kwelibhokisi.

one-to-one 
correspondence

When one thing can be matched to another thing.
e.g. If there are 3 children and 3 sweets there is a one-to-one 
correspondence between children and sweets.

kuhambisana 
kwakunye nalokunye

Uma intfo yinye ingamataniswa nalenye intfo. 
sib. Uma ngabe kunebantfwana la-3 kanye nemaswidi 
la-3 kunekuhambisana kwakunye kulokunye emkhatsini 
webantfwana maswidi.

opposite In a position across from something 
else.
e.g. The circle and the square are on 
opposite sides of the card.

lokungafani/ 
i-ophozithi

Endzaweni lengafani/lefulatsela lenye.
sib. Indingilizi nesikwele kufulatselene/
kubekeke ngekushiyana kulelikhadi.

opposite 
(position)

On the other side.
e.g. When you and your friend sit on either side of a desk at 
school, you are sitting on opposite sides of the desk.

hlukene (idzawo) Kulolunye luhlangotsi.
sib. Nangabe wena kanye nemngani wakho nihleti 
etinhlangotsini letimbili letibukene telidesiki lasesikolweni, nisuke 
nihlete ngalokwehlukene etinhlangotsini telidesiki.

order/ordering To order means to sort. You can sort numbers or shapes 
according to size.

hlela/kuhlela Kuhlela kusho kuhlunga nobe kubeka tintfo letifanako 
ndzawonye. Ungahlunga tinombolo nobe kubumbeka/bobunjwa 
ngebukhulu/ngemasayizi.

ordinal numbers Positions are given by ordinal numbers.
e.g. First, second, third, fourth, etc. according to the number in  
a display.

1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th

ema-odinali namba/ 
tinombolondzawo

Tindzawo tiniketwa ngema-odinali namba.
sib. Yekucala, yesibili, yesitsatfu, yesine njll. Kuye ngetinombolo 
letibonjisiwe.

kwekucala
kwesibili

kwesitsatfu
kwesine

kwesihlanu
kwesitfupha

organise (data) When you collect data you get all sorts of answers and they  
are not sorted out into categories. When you sort out the data, 
you organise it.

kuhlelela (idatha) Uma ugcogca idatha utfola tonkhe tinhlobo tetimphendvulo 
futsi letingakahlungwa ngekwemakhethagori. Uma sewuhlunga 
idatha, usuke sewuyihlela.

orientation Direction. ku-oriyenthetha/ 
kukhombonisa

Inkhombandlela.

output The result or value produced by a function. lokutfoliwe/ 
i-awuthiphuthi

Lokutfoliwe nobe ivelu lekhicitwe ifungishini.
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Pp
pace(s) A pace is a step that you take. The 

length of a pace is used to measure 
the lengths of other things, such as the 
length of your classroom.

ipheysi/emankayi 
(emabanga)

Emankayi sinyatselo lositsatsako. 
Budze bemankayi busetjentiswa kutsi 
kukalwe budze baletinye tintfo, letifana 
nebudze beliklasi lakho.

pair Put two things together (verb). Or, two of the same kind of thing 
(noun).

lipheya Beka tintfo letimbili ndzawonye (sento). Nobe, nobe tintfo 
letimbili teluhlobo lolufanako (libito).

parallelogram A quadrilateral with two pairs 
of parallel sides.

kutjekelandzawonye Ngucalane lonemacala 
lahamba nagamabili labuke 
ndzawonye.

part-part-whole 
model

A numeric model that shows 
numbers broken into parts, 
often written into a table called 
a number table.

whole

part part

inombolo lephelele 
lehlahlelwe 
ngephethini/iphethini 
yetinombolo 
letiphelele 
letihlahlelwe

Iphethini lengetinombolo 
lekhomba tinombholo 
letihlahlelwe ngetincenye tato, 
tivamise kubhalwa ethebulini 
lelibitwa ngekutsi lithebula 
letinombolo.

lokuphelele 

incenye incenye

past/to (time) When you tell the time: if it is not exactly 3 o’clock (for example), 
it could be before 3 (e.g. 15 minutes to 3 o’clock) or after 3  
(e.g. 15 minutes past 3 o’clock).

ngemuva kwe-/
ngembi kwe- 
(sikhatsi)

Uma usho sikhatsi: Uma isengakashayi enhloko insimbi ye-3 
(sibonelo), kungaba ngembi kwensimbi ye-3 (sib. emaminithi  
la-15 kungakashayi insimbi ye-3) nobe ngemuva kwensimbi ye-3 
(sib. emaminithi la-15 ishaye yedlula insimbi ye-3).

pattern Something which has a regular form or design that you could 
repeat. When designs are repeated or a rule can be found for  
a number sequence we have found a pattern.
e.g. 4, 7, 10, … (Pattern – add 3 each time, starting at 4.)

(Pattern – triangle, square, circle, repeated.)

iphethini Intfo letsite lenesimo lesetayelekile nobe idizayni longayiphindza. 
Uma emadizayni aphindziwe nobe kungatfolwa umtsetfo 
wesikhwensi/wekuhleleka kwetinombolo sisuke sesiitfole 
iphethini.
sib. 4, 7, 10, … (Iphethini – ngeta 3 ngaso sonkhe sikhatsi, cala ku-4.)  

(Iphethini – ithrayengeli, sikwele, indingilizi, kuphindziwe.)
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pay Hand over money in exchange for goods.
e.g. If you pay for a loaf of bread at the shops you give money 
to the cashier.

bhadala/khokhela Kuniketa imali kute kutfolakala timphahla/lokutsengwako. 
sib. Nawubhadala sinkhwa lesigcwele/ilofu esitolo unika imali 
kumshayimshini/ikheshiya esitolo.

perimeter The distance around a shape.
e.g. The perimeter of the square with sides 2 cm long will be:  
2 cm + 2 cm + 2 cm + 2 cm = 8 cm. If a shape has curved sides 
you can use a piece of string to find the perimeter – place 
the string carefully along the whole border of the shape, then 
straighten it out and see how much string was needed to go 
around the shape.

ipherimitha Libanga lelitungeleta kwakheka lwalokutsite/bunjwa. 
sib. Ipherimitha yesikwele lesinemacala la-2 cm budze ingaba 
nge-2 cm + 2 cm + 2 cm + 2 cm = 8 cm. Uma bunjwa anemacala 
lalijika/lakhevile ungasebentisa siceshane sentsambo kute utfole 
ipherimitha – beke intsambo ngekucaphelisisa kuyo wonkhe 
umugca/imabhoda yelpbunjwa, bese uyayelula icondze itsi 
tfwi bese uyabona kutsi bekudzingeka intsambo lengakanani 
lefanele kutungeletela lobunjwa/leshephu.

physical objects Real things.
e.g. Things which you work with when you count, such as stones, 
counters or blocks.

ifizikhali objekthi/
tintfo letibonakalako

Tintfo letiphatsekako/mbamba. 
sib. Tintfo losebenta ngato nangabe ubala, letifana nematje, 
emakhawunthasi nobe emablokhi.

pictograph 
(data)

A pictograph is a data 
graph which uses pictures to 
represent the data.

red yellow pink purple

Flower colours iphikthografu/ 
umdvwebotitfombe 
(idatha)

Iphikthografu yigrafu yedatha 
lesebentisa titfombe kuveta 
idatha.

bovu mtfubi pinki phehuli

Imibala yembali

place value In our number system, the decimal number system, the value 
of a digit depends on its place, or position, in the number. Each 
place has a value of 10 times the place to its right. The place 
values used in Grade 2 are tens and units.
e.g. This drawing shows 24 sticks. The place value of the  
2 is tens. (We can also say the 2 is in the tens place.)

24

iplesivelu/simela 
ivelu/simelibungako

Eluhlelweni lwetinombolo lwetfu, eluhlelweni lwenombolo 
yedesimali, ivelu yedijithi iya ngendzawo yayo, nobe 
ngekubekeka kwayo, enombolweni. Indzawo ngayinye inevelu 
yetikhatsi letiphindzaphindvwe ka-10 endzaweni lengasekudla 
sayo. Simela ivelu/iplesivelu lesetjentisiwe kuLibanga 2 
emashumi nemayunithi.
sib. Lomdvwebo ukhombisa inombolo yetindvuku letinge-24. 
Simela ivelu/iplesivelu yaku-2 imashumi. (Singaphindza sitsi 
loku-2 usendzaweni yemashumi.)

24
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plus Add. hlanganisa Ngeta.

popular
(most/least)

Something which is well liked.
e.g. The most popular item is 
liked the most (yellow flowers). 
The least popular thing is liked 
the least (purple flowers).

red yellow pink purple

Flower colours lokuyimvama 
(kakhulu/kancane)

Intfo letsandzekako. 
sib. Intfo leyimvama 
kakhulu ngiyo letsandvwa 
kakhulu. (timbali letimtfubi). 
Tintfo letiyimvela kancane 
titsandvwa kancane (timbali 
letiphephuli/letimsobo).

bovu mtfubi pinki phehuli

Imibala yembali

position The place where something is, 
compared to other things that are 
around it.
e.g. The position of the ball is on top of 
the box.

indzawo Indzawo lapho kunentfo letsite khona 
uma kucatsaniswa naletinye tintfo 
letisemaceleni ayo.
sib. Indzawo lekunebhola kuyo kusetulu 
kwelibhokisi.

positive 
numbers

Numbers that are greater than zero. inombolo 
lechubekako

Tinombolo letinkhulu kuziro.

positive sign The symbol (+) used to indicate a positive quantity. It can also 
be called a plus sign and denote the operation addition.

luphawu 
lwesihlanganiso

Luphawu (+) lusetjentiselwa kuveta linani lelihlangene nobe 
lalokuhlanganisiwe.

practical 
problems

Problems which relate to real things. You may come across these 
problems in your everyday life. Maths can sometimes be used to 
help you solve practical problems.
e.g. If you want to sell scones at school to raise money and you 
sell each scone for R3,00 how many scones must you sell to 
make R30?

tinkinga 
letiphatsekako

Tinkinga letiphatselene netintfo letenteka mbamba/
letikholwekako. Tinkinga longahlangabetana nato ekuphileni 
kwamalanga onkhe. Tibalo ngalesinye sikhatsi tingasetjentiswa 
kute tikusite kutsi usombulule tinkinga tinkinga letiphatsekako. 
sib. Uma ufuna kutsengisa emasikonsi esikolweni kutakhela imali 
bese utsengisa sikonsi ngasinye ngema-R3,00 ungatsengisa 
mangaki emaskonsi kute utfole ema-R30? 

predict To make a guess about what will happen based on information 
that you have.

kucombela/ 
kucabangela

Kucombela kutsi kutawentekani ngekususela elwatini lonalo.

predictable In an expected way.
e.g. Patterns behave in a way that is predictable. You can use the 
rule of the pattern to predict (work out) what another term in the 
pattern will be.

kuyacombeleleka Kungendlela lelindzelekile. 
sib. emaphethini aba ngendlela lecombelelekako. Ungasebentisa 
umtsetfo wephethini kute ucombelele (utfole) kutsi nguliphi 
lelinyelithemu lelingasetjentiswa ulephethini.
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prediction A prediction is a guess (not a wild guess, you think carefully 
about it) about something happening a certain way.

kucabangela/kusho 
ngembili

Kucabangela kusho kucombela (hhayi kucagela ngaphandle 
kwelwati, uyacabangisisa ngako) ngentfo letsite kutsi 
itakwenteka ngendlela letsite.

prism A geometric shape that has a base that can vary but the other 
faces are all rectangles or squares. A cube is a special prism 
which has all of its faces squares.

iphrizimu Bunjwa wejiyomethri lonesisekelo lesingahlukahluka kepha 
lamanye emafeyisi amarekthengeli nobe tikwele. Ikhiyubi 
iyiphrizimu lekhetsekile lenemafeyisi latikwele todvwa.

problem The word ‘problem’ is sometimes used for a ‘question’ in maths.
e.g. ‘Solve the following problems’ is an instruction to find the 
solutions (answers) to some given questions.

inkinga Ligama ‘inkinga’ ngalesinye sikhatsi lisetjentiselwa ‘umbuto’ 
etibalweni. 
sib. ‘Sombululaa lenkinga lelandzelako’ kusicondziso sekutfola 
sisombululo (timphendvulo) emibutweni letsite leniketiwe.

problem solving When you solve maths problems by thinking through the given 
information. You could use drawings or models to help you.

kusombulula inkinga Uma usombulula tinkinga tetibalo ngekucabanga ngelwati 
loniketwe lona. Ungasebentisa imidvwebo nobe lokubunjiwe/
emaphethini kute kukusite.

proportional A relationship where a change in one variable leads to a 
corresponding change in another variable.
e.g. If an object travels at a constant speed, then the distance 
travelled is directly proportional to the time spent travelling.

proportional/ 
kuhambisana

Budlelwano lobenteka uma ingucuko lebakhona kuvariyebuli 
yinye iholela kutsi kube nengucuko lehambelana naleyo levela 
kulenye ivariyebuli. 
sib. Uma intfo ihamba ngesivinini lesingantjintji, kwenta kutsi 
libanga lelihanjiwe lihambisane ncamashi nesikhatsi lesicitsiwe 
nobe lesisetjentisiwe uma kuhanjwa.

public holidays Days which are given as holidays by the government.
e.g. In South Africa, 16 June is a public holiday.

emaholidi elesive Ngemalanga labekwe nguhulumende kutsi abe ngemaholidi.
sib. eNingizimu Afrika 16 Inhlaba liholidi lesive.

pyramid A geometric shape that has a base that 
can change but all of the other faces 
are triangles.

iphiramidi Bunjwa wejiyomethri lonesisekelo 
lesingantjintja kepha onkhe lamanye 
emafeyisi ayithrayengeli.
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Qq
quantity How much or how many. linani Kunganani nobe kungaki.

quarter A fraction that is made by finding four equal sized parts of the 
whole.

ikota Ifrakshini leyakhiwe ngekutfola tincenye letine letimasayizi 
lalinganako tentfo lephelele.

quarter of  
an hour

The length of time when an hour is divided into four equal parts. 
Each part is 15 minutes. There are 15 minutes in a quarter of an 
hour. There are 45 minutes in three quarters of an hour.

ikota yeli-awa Budze besikhatsi uma li-awa lehlukaniswe laba tincenye letine 
letilinganako. Incenye ngayinye imaminithi la-15. Kunemaminithi 
la-15 tukwekota yeli-awa. Kunemaminithi lange-45 tukwemakota 
lamatsatfu eli-awa.

Rr
rands and cents Money values used in South 

Africa.
emarandi nemasenti Ngemavelu emali lesetjentiswa 

eNingizimu Afrika. 

range The set of all y-values (or output values) is called the range of  
a relation or function.

irenji Isethi yamavalu abo y-onkhe (nobe emavalue alokutfoliwe) 
ibitwa ngekutsi irenji yebudlelwano nobe ifungishini.

reciprocal The inverse of a number or a value.
e.g. The reciprocal of 3 is 1 divided by 3 (or 1 ÷ 3), which is the 
fraction 1

3.

The reciprocal of a fraction is the inverse of that fraction.
e.g. The reciprocal of 65 is 56 .

iresiphrokhali Iresiphrokhali yinombolo letsi uma iphindzaphindvwa ngalenye 
ikunike leyo nombolo nobe ivelu lefanako. 
sib. Iresiphrokhali ya-3 ngu-1 ahlukaniswe nga-3 (nobe 1 ÷ 3), 
lokuba yifrakshini 1

3.

Iresiphrokhali yefrakshini ikuguculela leyo frakshini.
sib. Iresiphrokhali ya 65 ngu 56 .

recognise Know what something looks like. bona Kwati kutsi lokutsite kubukeka njani.
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record Write something down.
e.g. Record your answer means ‘write down your answer’.  
Record the data items means ‘write down the data facts that 
you find’.

rekhoda Kubhala phasi lokutsite.
sib. Kurekhoda imphendvulo yakho kusho kutsi ‘ubhala phasi 
imphendvulo yakho’. Kurekhoda idatha yetintfo kusho kutsi 
‘ubhala phasi emaciniso edatha lowatfolile’.

rectangle A shape with 4 straight sides and  
4 square corners. Opposite sides are 
equal.

irekthengeli/
calandze

Bunjwa lonemacala lacondzile la-4 
kanye nemakhona latikwele la-4.  
Emacala langala nangala nobe 
langefani/la-ophizithi ayalingana.

rectangular 
prism

A 3-D object that has 6 faces with 
rectangles as its base.

iprizimu caladze Iprizimu caladze ngubunjwa 
lophindzeke ka-3 lonemafeysi la-6 
lasisekelo sacalandze.

reduction To decrease the size of a figure 
without changing its shape.

kunciphisa Kunciphisa bukhulu 
bemfanekiso ngaphandle 
kwekuntjintja kwakheka 
kwawo.

regular pattern A pattern that increases in the same way.
e.g. Numeric patterns that get bigger by 15 each time – 15, 30, 45, 
60, 75, ... This is a regular pattern – you can work out more terms 
in the sequence because you can identify the rule behind the 
regular increases in the pattern.

iregulaphethini Iphethini lekhula ngendlela lefanako. 
sib. Emanyumerikhi phethini/emaphethini etinombolo lakhula 
nge-15 sonkhe sikhatsi – 15, 30, 45, 60, 75, .... Lena yiregulaphethini 
– ungasebenta ngemathemu lamanyenti ngalesikhwensi ngobe 
ungatfola umtsetfo lolandzelwako wekukhula lokufanako 
tukwephethini.

relation A relationship between sets of values. In maths, the relation 
is between the x-values (input values) and y-values (output 
values) of ordered pairs.

budlelwano Budlelwano kushiwo kuhambisana kwemasethi emavelu. 
Etibalweni, budlelwano busemkhatsini wemavelu labo-x 
(emavelu alokufakiwe) nemavelu a-y (emavelu alokutfolakele) 
kwemapheya lahleliwe/kwalokuhleliwe lokuhamba ngakubili.

relation: ordered 
pair

An ordered pair is represented as (x, y) or (input, output).  
A relation shows the relationship between all input and output 
values, whereas a function is a relation which derives one output 
for each given input. 

budlelwano: lipheya 
lelimisiwe

Lipheya lelihlelekile livetwa ngekutsi (x, y) nobe (lokufakiwe, 
lokutfoliwe).
Budlelwano bukhombisa kuhlobana emkhatsini wemavelu 
ako konkhe lokufakiwe naloko lokutfolakele kantsi, ifangishini 
ibudlelwano lobususelwa kulokufakwako kunye kuloko naloko 
lokutfolakele lokuniketiwe.



52

Maths word Explanation/diagram Ligama letibalo Umdvwebo/inchazelo

relative amount Relative amounts, numbers or values are dependent on other 
numbers.

linani lelincikile Linani lelincikile, tinombolo nobe emavelu lancike kuletinye 
tinombolo.

religious 
festivals

Days on which people of a given religion celebrate something 
special.
e.g. Easter, Diwali, Ramadan, Passover.

imigubho yetenkholo Emalanga lapho bantfu benkholo letsite batfolakala bagubha 
ngawo lokutsite lokukhetsekile.
sib. I-Ista, i-Diwali, i-Ramadani, iPhasika.

remainder Something that is left over.
e.g. If I share 7 sweets between 2 children, each child gets  
3 sweets and there is one sweet left over.

insalela/irimeyinda Lokutsite lokusele.
sib. Uma ngaba emaswidi la-7 ngabela bantfwana la-2, 
umntfwana ngamunye utfola emaswidi la-3 bese kuba nalinye 
liswidi lelisele.

repeat Happen again. Say or write more than once. phindza Kweyenteka futsi. Kusho nobe kubhala intfo uyiphindze.

repeated 
addition

Adding the same number many times.
e.g. 4 + 4 + 4 + 4 + 4 = 20
(In this way we have found by repeated addition that five 4’s is 
equal to 20.)

kuhlanganisa 
lokutiphindzako

Kuphindza inombolo lefanako kanyenti.
sib. 4 + 4 + 4 + 4 + 4 = 20 
(Kulendlela sitfole ngejuhlanganisa lokutiphindzako kutsi bo-4 
labasihlanu balingana ne-20.)

represent (data) Make a drawing to show the data that you have collected.
e.g. A graph such as a pictograph is used to represent data.

kumela (idatha) Kwenta umdvwebo ukhombise idatha loyigcogcile. 
sib. Igrafu lefana nephiktografu isetjentiselwa kukhombisa 
idatha.

result The answer. umphumela Imphendvulo.

reverse To go in the opposite direction. hlehla Kucondza lapho kuhluke khona kunalapho kucondvwe khona.

right/ 
right hand side

Your body has a left side and a right 
side. The right hand is on the right side 
of the body.

left right

sekudla (esandleni 
sangasekudla)

Umtimba wakho uneluhlangotsi 
lwesencele kanye neluhlangotsi 
lwesekudla. Sandla sekudla 
singaseluhlangotsini lwemtimba 
lwesekudla.

sencele
sekudla
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roll or slide This tin rolls on the curved surface but it slides on the flat 
surface of the can.

gicika nobe 
shelela

Lesikotela sigicika endzaweni lelijika kodvwa ngakulendzawo 
lesicaba lesikotela siyashelela.

root or radical 
sign

The symbol √
___

, which expresses a root, in this case a square 
root (since we do not write √

___2 when we write a square root 
symbolically). We can take any root of a number.
e.g. √

___3 is the cube root while √
___n represents the nth root, 

where n can be any number.

iruthi nobe luphawu 
loluredikhali/ 
lolunemandla

Isimboli √
___

 lechaza iruthi, kulesimo sikwele ruthi (njengobe 
asikabhali √

___2  uma sibhala sikwele ruthi ngendlela yesimboli). 
Singatsatsa nobe nguyiphi nje iruthi yenombolo.
sib. √

___3  yikhiyubhi ruthi kepha  umele iruthi ya √
___n , lapho 

n angaba nobe nguyiphi inombolo.

rotate Turn around. kujikeleta Tungeleta/shaya siguco.

round/curved 
sides

An edge of a shape that is curved.
e.g. A circle has a round (curved) edge.

indingilizi/emasayidi 
lalijika  

Umkhawulo wabunjwa/weshephu 
lolijika.
sib. Isekeli inemkhawulo (lolijika) 
leliyidilinga.

rounding off When you want to simplify a situation you can round off a 
number – this means you make it a number that ends in zero.
e.g. 52 rounded off to the nearest ten is 50.

50 60 70 80 90 1000 10 20 30 40

55 56 57 58 59 6050 51 52 53 54

52

kusondzeta Uma ufuna kwenta isitjhuweshini/simo lula ungasondzeta 
inombolo – loku kusho kutsi uyenta ibe yinombolo legcina ngaziro.
sib. Kusondzeta 52 eshumini lelisedvute kuba nge-50.

50 60 70 80 90 1000 10 20 30 40

55 56 57 58 59 6050 51 52 53 54

52
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rows (and 
columns)

A set of objects or numbers can be 
arranged in order, often in rows and 
columns in a grid/array.
e.g. The rows go across from left to 
right in the grid. The columns go from 
top to bottom in the grid.

emigca kanye 
nemakholomu

Yisethi yetintfo nobe yetinombolo 
letingahlelwa ngekulandzelana, 
ngalokuvamile ngemigca kanye 
nemakholomu kugridi/erayi.
sib. Emalayini ahamba kusukela 
ngesancele aye ngasekudla kuyigridi. 
Emakholomu asukela enhla aye 
pentasi kugridi.

Ss
same as/ 
the same as

Equal to (in number).
e.g. 5 is the same as 4 + 1.

Of the same form or outline (shape).
e.g.  is the same as  .

kufana ne-/ 
lokufana na-

Kulingana ne- (ngenombolo).
sib. 5 ufana nekutsi 4 + 1.

Kunesimo lesifanako nobe kwakheka/umdvwebo (bunjwa/
ishephu). 
sib.  kufana na-  .

scale/balance 
scale

An instrument used to measure or 
compare the mass of different objects.

sikalo/sikalo 
sebhalansi/sekusima

i-instrumenthi lelisetjentiselwa kukala 
nobe kucatsanisa sisindvo setintfo 
letehlukene.

scale (map 
scale)

The ratio of the reduced distance shown on a map to the actual 
distance on a map.
e.g. If a map is drawn to a scale of 1:50 it means that 1 cm on the 
map represents 50 cm in reality.

silinganiso 
(silinganiso 
selibalave

Irashiyo yelibanga lelincishisiwe lelikhonjiswe kulibalave 
lelikhomba libanga lelinciphile kunalelo lelilindzelekile kulibalave. 
sib. Singaniketa sinonelo lesitsi uma libalave lidvwetjwe sikalo sa 
1:50 kusho kutsi 1 cm kulelibalave limele 50 cm ngekweliciniso.

scale factor Used to determine how many times larger or smaller one object 
or figure is to another.

lizengesikalo/sikalo 
fektha

Lizengesikalo lisetjentiswa kutfola kutsi intfo nobe umfanekiso 
mukhulu nobe muncane kangakanani kulomunye.

seasons Periods of the year: spring, summer, autumn and winter. tikhatsi temnyaka Tikhatsi temnyaka: intfwasahlobo, lihlobo, inkhwidla nebusika.

sequence/
sequencing 
events

Things that happen (events) can be put in date/time order, 
when you are given their dates/times. This is called sequencing 
the events.
e.g. The sequence of events in your day could be: eat breakfast, 
go to school, do your homework, eat supper, go to bed.

isikhwensi/
kulandzelana 
kulandzelanisa 
tehlakalo

Tintfo letentekako (tehlakalo) kungabekwa ngekulandzelana 
kwelilanga/sikhatsi, numa uniketiwe emalanga/tikhatsi tato. 
Loku kubitwa ngekutsi kusikhwensa/kulandzelanisa tehlakalo.
sib. Kulandzelana kwetehlakalo telilanga lakho kungaba: 
kudla libhulakifesi, kuya esikolweni, kwenta umsebenti wakho 
wasekhaya, kudla kudla kwakusihlwa, kuyolala.
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shape Form or outline. kubumbeka/
kwakheka/kuma 
kwentfo

Simo nobe kwakheka umdvwebo.

shapes 2-D  
(two-
dimensional 
shapes)

Shapes such as triangles, squares, rectangles, circles, etc. bobunjwa 
labaphindzeke ka-2/ 
2-D (2 dayimenshinal 
shephu)

Bobunjwa labafana nemathrayengeli, tikwele, emarekthengeli, 
tindingilizi, njll.

shared 
amongst/
between

We say ‘shared amongst’ when we share out to more than two 
people and ‘shared between’ when we share between 2 people.
e.g. 24 sweets are shared amongst 6 boys. How many sweets 
will each boy get? 4 biscuits are shared between 2 girls.  
How many biscuits will each girl get?

kwabiwe phakatsi/ 
emkhatsini

Sitsi ‘kwabiwe phakatsi’ uma sabela bantfu labangetulu 
kwalababili bese sitsi ‘kwabiwe emkhatsini’ uma wabela  
bantfu la-2.
sib. Emaswidi la-24 abiwa phakatsi kwebafana laba-6. Umfana 
ngamunye utawutfola mangaki emaswidi? Emabhesikidi la-4 
abiwa emkhatsini wemantfombatana la-2. Intfombatana 
ngayinye itawutfola mangaki emabhesikidi? 

sharing equally When you share by giving the same amount to each person.
e.g. Each child gets 2 pieces of bread.

kwabelana 
ngalokulinganako

Uma waba ngekutsi unikete linani lelinganako emuntfwini 
ngamunye.
sib. Umntfwana ngamunye utfola tincetu leti-2 tesinkhwa.

sharing 
(division)

When you distribute objects among a certain number of people 
you are ‘sharing’ the objects. You can divide numbers by finding 
out how you share them.
e.g. If you have 12 flowers, and you share them equally among  
4 children, how many flowers will each child get? (12 ÷ 4 = )

12 ÷ 4 = 3  
Each child will get 3 flowers. 

kwabelana/
(kwehlukanisa)

Uma uniketa tintfo phakatsi kwelinani lelitsite lebantfu usuke 
‘waba’ tintfo/ema-objekthi. Ungehlukanisa tinombolo ngekutfola 
kutsi ungataba njani.
sib. Uma unetimbali leti-12, bese utaba ngalokulinganako 
phakatsi kwebantfwana la-4, Utawutfola tingaki timbali 
umntfwana ngamunye? (12 ÷ 4 = )

12 ÷ 4 = 3 
Umntfwana ngamunye utawutfola timbali leti-3.

short, shorter, 
shortest

You can compare the lengths of 
different objects using the words short, 
shorter, shortest.
e.g. The grey pencil is short, the black 
pencil is shorter, the white pencil is the 
shortest.

kufisha, 
kufishanyana, 
kufisha kakhulu

Ungacatsanisa budze betintfo 
letehlukene usebentise emagama 
kufisha, kufishanyana, kufishane 
kakhulu. 
sib. Ipeniseli lemphunga/legreyi 
yimfisha, ipeniseli lemnyama 
yimfishanyana, ipeniseli lemhlophe 
yimfisha kakhulu.
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short time When a little or small amount of time has passed, we say that 
something has taken a short time.

sikhatsi lesincane Uma linani lesikhatsi lesincane nobe lesimbalwa sedlulile, sitsi 
intfo letsite itsetse sikhatsi lesifisha.

side When you look at something from the 
side of something, not from the front 
or back.
e.g. This is the side view of a car.

lisayidi/luhlangotsi Uma ubuka intfo letsite 
ngasehlangotsini lwayo, ungayibuke 
ngaphambili nobe ngasemuva.
sib. Loku ngulokubonakala ehlangotsini 
lemoti.

similar Having the same shape but not necessarily the same size. kufuta/kufana Kwakheka lokufanako kepha lokungafani ngebukhulu.

simplify  
a fraction

Fractions in their lowest, reduced and simplest form.  
The numerator and denominator of the fraction are reduced  
to the extent that the only common factor between them is 1.
e.g. 23 is the simplified fraction for 46 , 8

12 , 16
24 and so on.

kucatulula ifrakshini/ 
kwentalula ifrakshini

Emafraction lacatululiwe ngemafrakshini lasebuncaneni 
lobedlulele lancishisiwe nalentiwe ngendlela yawo lelula kakhulu. 
Inombolo yangetulu/inyumaretha nenombolo yangaphasi/
idinominetha kwehliswa ngendlela leholela ekutseni ifektha 
leyimvama emkhatsini wako ibe ngu-1. 
sib. 23 uyifrakshini lecatululiwe ya-4

6 , 8
12 , 16

24 nalokunye nalokunye.

sixth/sixths A fraction that is made by finding six equal sized parts of  
the whole.

kwesitfupha/
kwetitfupha

Ifrakshini leyakhiwa ngekutfola tincenye temasayizi lalinganako 
lasitfupha aloko lokuphelele.

size How big or small something is. This refers to the dimensions or 
proportions of the object.

isayizi Yinkhulu nobe yincane kangakanani intfo. Loku kubhekisela 
kumadayimenshini dayimenshini nobe emaphrophoshini entfo.

skip counting Counting forwards or backwards in multiples or intervals of  
a given number.
e.g. 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, …

kubala ngekweca Kubala lokuchubekako nobe nobe lokuhlehlako ngemamalthipuli 
nobe ema-inhavali etinombolo letiniketiwe.
sib. 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, …

slower/ 
slower than

Does not go quickly.
e.g. The snail goes slowly. It goes slower than I can walk.

sivinini lesincane/
sivinini lesincane 
kuna-

Akuhambi ngekushakutela. 
sib. Umnenkhe uhamba ngesivinini lesincane. Uhamba kancane 
kunesivinini lengingahamba ngaso.
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small 
demarcations

Little marks which are used to label a 
measuring scale.
e.g. The small demarcations on 
this scale show the units (in grams) 
between 0 kg and 1 kg, 1 kg and 2 kg, 
and so on.

0 1
2
3

456
7

8
9

emademakheshini 
lamancane

Emamakhi lamancane labasetjentiswa 
kutsi kulebulwe sikalo sekukala. 
sib. Emademakheshini lamancane 
kulesikalo akhombisa emayunithi 
(lamagremu) emkhatsini wa-0 kg na  
1 kg, 1 kg na 2 kg, nalokunye nalokunye.

0 1
2
3

456
7

8
9

small, smaller, 
smallest (shape)

Shapes come in different sizes and can 
be ordered according to their size.
e.g. The first circle is small, the second 
circle is smaller, the third circle is the 
smallest.

kuncane, 
kuncanyana, 
kuncane kakhulu 
(bunjwa/kwakheka)

Emashephu/bobunjwa bavetwa 
ngemasayizi lahlukahlukene futsi 
bangahlelwa ngekwemasayizi abo.
sib. Indingilizi yekucala yincane, 
indingilizi yesibili yincanyana, indingilizi 
yesitsatfu yincane kakhulu. 

smaller than The symbol < means smaller/less than.
e.g. We read 4 < 9 as “4 is less than 9”. This is true because 4 is  
a smaller number than 9.

kncane kuna Isimboli/luphawu < lusho kutsi kuncane/kuncane kuna-.
sib. Sifundza 4 < 9 nsitsi “4 muncane kune-9”. Loku kuliciniso 
ngobe 4 uyinombolo lencane kune-9.

smallest 
(number)

When we write numbers in order we will write them from the 
smallest to the biggest or from the biggest to the smallest.
e.g. 32, 33, 34, 35 is written from the smallest to the biggest.

kuncane kakhulu 
(inombolo)

Uma sibhala tinombolo ngekutilandzelanisa sitatibhala sicale 
kulencane kakhulu kuye kulenkhulu kakhulu nobe sicale 
kulenkhulu kakhulu kuye kulencane kakhulu.
sib. 32, 33, 34, 35 tibhalwe tasuselwa kulencane kakhulu kuye 
kulenkhulu kakhulu.

solution The answer to a problem/question.
e.g. Find the solution means find the answer.

sisombululo Yimphendvulo yenkinga/yembuto. 
sib. Kutsi tfola sisombululo kusho kutsi tfola imphendvulo.

solve Find the answer or solution to a problem. sombulula Tfola imphendvulo nobe sisombululo senkinga.

sort (into 
groups)

To put into order. To arrange 
the same things into a group.
e.g. The shapes have been 
sorted into balls and boxes.

kuhlunga (into 
groups)

Kubeka ngendlela lehlelekile. 
Kuhlelembisa tintfo letifanako 
tibekeke ngelicembu.
sib. Bobunjwa bahlungwe 
babekwa ngemabhola 
nengemabhokisi.
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sort data To sort data you use categories. The categories give some of the 
different types into which the data can be sorted.
e.g. Cars come in different colours. You can group cars by their 
colour, then the car colours form categories, such as red, green, 
white and blue. When you have sorted the data you will know 
how many of each category of data you have.

kuhlunga idatha Kuhlunga idatha usebentisa emakhethagori. Emakhethegori 
aniketa tinhlobo letitsite letehlukene letingasetjentiselwa kufaka 
nobe kuhlela idatha. 
sib. Timoto tingaba ngemibala leyehlukene. Ungabeka timoto 
ngemacembu emibala yato, bese lemibala yetimoto iba 
ngemakhethegori, lafana nabovu, luhlata, mhlophe kanye 
naloluhlata kwesibhakabhaka. Uma sewuyihlungile idatha 
utakwati kutsi ikhathegori ngayinye inedatha lengakanani.

sort (by size) Put things in order.
e.g. These circles have been sorted 
from biggest to smallest.

kuhlunga (bobunjwa) Kubeka tintfo ngekutihlela. 
sib. Letindingilizi tihlungwe ngekucala 
ngalenkhulu kakhulu kuye kulencane 
kakhulu.

spend When you use money to buy things. sebentisa Uma usebentisa imali ekutsi utsenge tintfo.

sphere A round 3-D object. The mathematical name for a ball.  
See ball shape.

emasifiye/indilinga Intfo leyindingilizi lephindzeke katsatfu/ye-3-D. 
Ligamalelimethamethikhali/letibalo lelisho ibhola. 
Buka bunjwa loyibhola.

spider diagram A diagram which gives input 
and output numbers and tells 
you what to do to turn the 
input into output.
e.g. In this spider diagram you 
have to add 30 to all of the 
given input numbers to get the 
output.

5

52

47

34

26

+30

35

56

input output

rule

umdvwebo 
wesayobe

Umdvwebo loniketa 
tinombolo letifakwako naleto 
letingumphumela uphindze 
ukutjele kutsi yini lekumele 
uyente kute uguculelokufakiwe 
kube umphumela. 
sib. Kulomdvwebo wesayobe 
kudzingeka kutsi wengete 30 
kuto konkhe loniketwe kona 
lokunguloko lokufakiwe kute 
utfole umphumela.

5

52

47

34

26

+30

35

56

lokufakiwe umphumela

lokwengetiw

square A shape with 4 straight sides which are 
equal in length and 4 square corners.

sikwele Bunjwa lenemacala lacondzile 
la-4 lalinganako ngebudze kanye 
nemakhona lasikwele la-4.

square number We need to multiply a given number by itself to find its square 
number. The square term is always represented by a number 
raised to the power of 2.
e.g. The square of 6 is 6 multiplied by 6, i.e., 6 × 6 = 62 = 36.

inombolo 
letiphindzaphindzako

Sidzinga kutsi siphindzaphindze inombolo leniketiwe ngayo cobo 
lwayo futsi kute sitfole inombolo levela ngekuphindzaphindza 
leyo nombolo. Lithemu lesikwele lihlala limelwe inombolo 
lephakanyiselwa ku phawa 2. 
sib. Sikwele se-6 si-6 lesiphindzaphindvwe ngesi-6, lokusho kutsi, 
6 × 6 = 62 = 36.
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square root A square root of a number is a value that can be multiplied by 
itself to give the original number.
e.g. The square root of 9 is 3, written as √

__
9 = 3, because when  

3 is multiplied by itself the answer is 9.

sikwele ruthi Sikwele ruthi senombolo siyvelu lengaphindzaphindvwa ngayo 
cobolwayo kute kutfolakale inombolo lenguyonayona. 
sib. Sikwele ruth isa-9 ngu-3, kubhalwa ngalendlela √

__
9 = 3 gobe 

uma n 3 aphindzaphindvwe ngaye cobo lwakhe sitfola 9.

standard cup A cup which has an expected capacity of 250 ml. inkomishi lesitandati/ 
inkomishi lemisiwe

Inkomishi lenemtsamo lolindzelekile lolingana ne-250 ml.

standard unit When you measure formally, 
you use standard units of 
length.
e.g. If you measure the width 
of your school desk using a 
tape measure, you are using 
centimetres as a formal unit.

iyunithi lesidandati/ 
iyunithi lemisiwe

Uma ukala ngendlela 
lehlelekile, usebentisa 
emayunithi lasitandati ebudze. 
sib. Uma ukala bubanti 
belideski lasesikolweni 
sakho usebentisa ithephu 
yekukala, usuke usebentisa 
emasentimithi njengeyunithi 
lehlelekile.

starting point The point where you should begin.
e.g. When you measure using a ruler, the starting point  
is 0 (zero).

indzawo lesisusa Indzawo lapho kumele kutsi ucale khona.
sib. Umaukala usebentisa umtsetfo, indzawo lekucalwa kuyo 
ngu-0 (ziro).

straight sides An edge of a shape that is not curved.
e.g. A square has straight edges.

emacala lacondzile/ 
emasayidi lacondzile

Umkhawulo wabunjwa/wekwakheka longanalijika..
sib. Sikwele sinemikhawulo lacondzile.

straight sides/
round sides

A straight side is not curved and a 
round side is curved.
e.g. A square has straight sides and  
a circle has round sides.

emacala lacondzile/ 
emacala layindilinga

Licala lelicondzile ngulelingakabhendi 
kantsi licala leliyindilinga 
ngulelibhendile. 
sib. Sikwele sinemacala lacondzile 
kantsi indingilizi inemacala layindilinga.

strategy A method for working something out. indlelanchubo Indlela yekusebenta ngentfo letsite.

subtract Take away. susa Khipha/lahla.

subtraction The operation that involves taking one number away from 
another number.

kususa I-ophareshini lefaka ekhatsi kukhipha inombolo yinye kulenye 
inombolo. 

subtraction 
facts

The difference between numbers.
e.g. 10 – 1 = 9; 10 – 2 = 8, etc.

emaciniso ekususa Umehluko emkhatsini wetinombolo. 
sib. 10 – 1 = 9; 10 – 2 = 8, njll.
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sum The answer you get when you add.
e.g. The sum of 5 and 8 is 13.

isamu/samba Imphendvulo/umphumela loyitfola uma uhlanganisa.
sib. Samba/isamu ye-5 ne-8 li-13.

surface The faces of a shape make up its surface – this is the outside 
area of a 3-D object. A surface can be flat or curved.
e.g. A sphere has one curved surface, a cone has one curved 
surface and one flat surface (or face).

isafesi Emafeyisi abunjwa eletsa isafesi yakhe – lena yindzawo 
yangaphandle yentfo lephindzeke katsatfu/leyi-3-D. Isafesi 
ingaba sicaba nobe lijika. 
sib. Indilingilizi inesafesi yinye lelijika, ikhoni inesafesi yinye lelijika 
nayinye isafesi lesicaba (nobe ifeyisi).

symbol A sign used to write something.
e.g. The digits we use to write numbers are symbols.  
The operation signs are also symbols, of a different kind.

isimboli/luphawu luphawu lolusetjentiselwa kubhala intfo letsite. 
sib. Emadijithi lesiwasebentisa uma sibhale tinombolo abitwa 
ngekutsi emasimboli. Timphawu tekubala/ema-ophareshini 
sayini nawo abitwa ngekutsi emasimboli, latinhlobo 
letehlukahlukene.

symmetrical A shape which has the property of symmetry is called 
symmetrical.

isimethrikhali Bunjwa lonesakhiwo sesimethri ubitwa ngekutsi isimethrikhali.

symmetry/lines 
of symmetry

We see symmetry in a shape when one half of it is a mirror 
image of the other half. The line of symmetry is the line we draw 
between the two symmetrical halves of the shape.
e.g. Some shapes have one line of symmetry, others have more 
than one. Some shapes are not symmetrical.

isimethri/umugca 
wesimethri

Isimethri siyibona kubujwa uma munye hhafu wayo asibuko 
sesitfombe salolomunye hhafu. Umugca wesimethri ngumugca 
lesilidvweba emkhatsini wabohhafu lababili babunjwa 
losimethrikhali.
sib. Labanye bobunjwa banamunye umugca wesimethri, lebanye 
nanaledlula kumunye. Labanye bobunjwa abasisimethrikhali.

Tt
table Mathematical information organised in columns and rows. lithebula Lwati/imininingwane yetibalo lehlelwe ngemakholomu 

nangemalayini.

take away Take away is another way of saying subtract. It is less formal. khipha/lahla Kukhipha kungulenye indlela yekutsi susa. Kucishe kube 
nekungahleleki.
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taller More tall.
e.g. This giraffe is taller than the buck.

kudzenyana Kudze kakhudlwana. 
sib. Lendlulamitsi yindze 
kunenyamatanekunebhakhi.

tallest The one that has the most height.
e.g. The third giraffe is the tallest.

kudze kakhulu Loko lokunebudze lobedlulele.
sib. Indlulamitsi yesitsatfu yindze 
kakhulu.

tally Using marks (called tallies) to keep a record of counting. ithali Kusebentisa tindlela tekubekisa/tekumakha (letibitwa ngekutsi 
ematheliyasi) kute kugcinwe emarekhodi etekubala.

tally table A table in which you record 
tally marks while you count up 
items.

Favourite colour

Colour Tally

red e

blue eA

yellow AAAA

green ee

lithebula lethali Lithebula lorekhoda kulo 
lokubekisile/lokumakhile 
kwethali ngalesikhatsi ubala 
tintfo/ema-ayithemu.

Umbala lotsandvwako

Umbala Ithali

bovu e

luhlata 
kwesibha-
kabhaka

eA

mtfubi AAAA

luhlata ee

teaspoon A measuring instrument for small quantities. A teaspoon has  
a capacity of 5 ml.

ithisipunu I-instrumenthi/lithulusi lekukala tintfo letilinani lelincane. 
Ithisipunu iitsatsa umtsamo lo-5 ml.

techniques Ways of doing things.
e.g. There are techniques for adding, such as breaking down  
and building up.

emasu Tindlela tekwenta tintfo. 
sib. Kunemasu ekuhlanganisa, lafana nekuhhohlota kanye 
nekwakha.
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telling the time When you say what the time is, you are telling the time. kusho sikhatsi Uma usho kutsi sikhatsini usuke uniketa sikhatsi.

temperature A measurement of how hot or cold something is. This is 
measured in degrees. In South Africa we use the Celsius scale.

lizinga lekushisa 
nekubandza

Sikalo lesiveta kutsiintfo letsite ishisa nobe icandza kangakanani. 
Loku kukalwa ngemadigri. eNingizimu Afrika sisebentisa  
i-Celsius scale.

ten frame A drawing or card of 10 adjoining 
squares, which is used as a visual 
aid for counting and performing 
operations.

6

lifremu lelishumi Umdvwebo nobe likhadi lelinetikwele 
letihlalelene lokusetjentiswa 
njengensita yesibonwa uma kubalwa 
nobe kwentiwa ema-ophareshini/
imisebenti. 6

tens When things or objects come in groups 
of ten.
e.g. We can count: 10, 20 
We can say: 2 groups of 10 or 10 + 10  
or 2 × 10.

emashumi Numa tintfo nobe lokutsite kubekwe 
ngemacembu elishumi. 
sib. Singabala: 10, 20 
Singatsi: 2 wemacembu e-10 nobe  
10 + 10 nobe 2 × 10.

tens and units In our number system, the decimal 
number system, the value of a digit 
depends on its place, or position, in 
the number. The place values used in 
Grade 2 are tens and units.
e.g. How many sticks are there?  
There are 24 sticks. When you write  
24 there is a 2 in the tens place and  
a 4 in the units place.

24

emashumi 
nemayunithi/
bokunye

Eluhlelweni lwetfu lwetinombolo, 
eluhlelweni yedesimalinamba, ivelu 
yedijithi iya ngendzawo yayo, nobe 
ngekuma kwayo, enombolweni.  
timelandzawo/emapleysi velu 
lesetjentiswa KuLibanga emashumi 
nemayunithi.
sib. TingaKunetindvuku letingaki? 
Kunetindvuku letinge-24. Uma 
ubhala ema-24 kuba na-2 endzaweni 
yemashumi bese kuba na-4 endzaweni 
yemayunithi/yabokunye. 

24

term Algebraic expressions are made of terms. A term can be a 
number, a variable, product of two or more variables or product 
of a number and a variable. An algebraic expression is formed 
by a single term or by a group of terms. 

lithemu Ema-ekspreshini e-aljebhra akhiwe ngemathemu. Lithemu 
lingaba inombolo, ivariyebuli, lokutfolwa uma kuphindzaphindwe 
kubili nobe emavariyebuli lamaningi nobe lokutfolwe uma 
kuphindzaphindvwe inombolo kanye nevariyebuli. I-ekspreshini 
ye-aljebhra yakhiwa lithemu linye nobe emathemu lamanyenti.

thermometer Instrument for measuring temperature. sipopolo/itemomitha I-instrumenthi/insita yekukala lizinga lekushisa.
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thicker/thinner Words to describe the width (how wide) something is.
e.g. This line    is thicker than that line   .

e.g. This book is thinner than  

that book .

kusidudlana/
kondzilenyana/
kuncamanyana

Emagama lekuchaza kutsi kubanti (kuvuleke ngakanani) 
lokutsite.
sib. Lona umugca    usidudlana kunaloyo  
umugca   . 

sib. Lena incwadzi incamanyana  

kunaleyo incwadzi .

thirds A fraction that is made by finding three equal sized parts of  
the whole.

kwesitsatfu Ifrakshini leyakhiwe ngekutfola tincetu letintsatfu temasayizi 
lalinganako alokutsite lokuphelele.

three-digit 
number

A number which is written using three digits.
e.g. 356 is a 3-digit number.

Inombobolo 
lenemadijithi 
lamatsatfu

Inombolo lebhalwa ibe nemadijithi lamatsatfu.
sib. 356 yinombolo leymadijithi la-3.

three quarters A fraction that is made by taking three of four equal sized parts 
of the whole, i.e. three quarters.

emakota lamatsatfu Ifrakshini leyakhiwa ngekutsi kutsatfwe tincetu letintsatfu 
kuletine tincetu letiyisayizi lelinganako yaloko lokuphelele, 
Lokunvukutsi emakota lamatsatfu emakota lamatsatfu.

threes When things or objects come in groups of three. 
e.g. We can count: 3, 6, 9, 12 
We can say: 4 groups of 3 or 3 + 3 + 3 + 3 or 4 × 3.

bokutsatfu Uma tintfo nobe lokutsite kubekwe ngemacembu lahamba 
ngakutsatfu.
sib. Singabala: 3, 6, 9, 12 
Singatsi: 4 wemacembu a-3 nobe 3 + 3 + 3 + 3 nobe 4 × 3.

tiling Cover a surface with tiles. Do not leave 
gaps or overlap the tiles.
e.g. This surface has been tiled with 
rectangles.

kufaka emathayilisi Kuvala isafesi/siyilo ngemathayilisi. 
Ungashiyi tikhala nobe ugabancise 
emathayilisi.
sib. Lesafesi/lesiyilo sifakwe 
emathayilisi layirekthengeli.
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time Time is what a clock measures. sikhatsi Sikhatsi nguloko lokukalwa liwashi/iklokhi.

time passed The amount of time between two events.
e.g. The time passed between breakfast at 7 o’clock in the 
morning and lunch at 1 o’clock in the afternoon is 6 hours.

sikhatsi lesedlulile Linani lesikhatsi lesisemkhatsini wetehlakalo letimbili. 
sib. Sikhatsi lesedlulile emkhatsini webhulakifesi ngensimbi ye-7 
enhloko ekuseni nekudla kwasemini ngensimbi ye-1 enhloko 
entsambama singema-awa la-6.

times tables The basic multiplication facts. The multiples of all of the single 
digit numbers.

emathebula 
ekuphindzaphindza

Emaciniso ekuphindzaphindza lasendlalelo. Emamaltipuli ato 
tonkhe tinombolo letinedijithi yinye.

today The present day or this day. lamuhla/namuha Lilanga lesikulo nobe lelilanga leli.

tomorrow The day after today. kusasa Lilanga lelingemuva kwalamuhla.

top/on top 
(position)

When something is directly above 
something else.
e.g. The ball is on top of the box.

etulu/ngetulu 
(indzawo)

Uma intfo itfolakala ngco ngetulu 
kwentfo letsite.
sib. Ibhola ingetulu kwelibhokisi.

topic (data 
graph)

The heading of a graph that 
tells you what the graph is 
about.
e.g. This graph is about the 
colours of flowers that were 
collected.

red yellow pink purple

Flower colours sihloko (igrafu 
yedatha)

Sihloko segrafu lesikutjela kutsi 
legrafu imayelana nani. 
sib. Legrafu imayelana 
nemibala yetimbali 
legcogciwe.

bovu mtfubi pinki phehuli

Imibala yembali

total (money) The full amount due.
e.g. If you spend R5, R3 and R21, the total you have spent is  
R5 + R3 + R21 = R29.

samba/sekukonkhe 
(imali)

Linani leliphelele lelilindzelekile. 
sib. Uma usebentisa R5, R3 ne-R21, samba losisebentisile  
si-R5 + R3 + R21 = R29.
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total value 
(number)

In our number system, the decimal 
number system, the value of a digit 
depends on its place, or position, in the 
number. Each place has a value of 10 
times the place to its right. The place 
values used in Grade 2 are tens and 
units.
e.g. This drawing shows 24 sticks.  
The total value of 2 in the tens place  
is 20. 24

ivelu lephelele 
(inombolo) 

Eluhlelweni lwetinombolo lwetfu, 
eluhlelweni lwenombolo yedesimali, 
ivelu yedijithi iya ngendzawo 
yayo, nobe ngekubekeka kwayo, 
enombolweni. Indzawo ngayinye 
inevelu yetikhatsi letiphindzaphindvwe 
ka-10 endzaweni lengasekudla sayo. 
Simela ivelu/iplesivelu lesetjentisiwe 
kuLibanga 2 emashumi nemayunithi.
sib. Lomdvwebo ukhombisa tindvuku 
letinge-24. Samba sevelu yaku-2 
endzaweni nge-20. 

24

triangle A shape with three straight sides. itrayi-engeli Bunjwa lonemacala lamatsatfu 
lacondzile.

turn To rotate (go around) a point.
e.g. When you open a door using a 
round doorhandle, you turn the handle. 

tungeleta/swaya Kutungeletela (kushaya siguco) 
indzawo. 
sib. Uma uvula sivalo usebentisa 
sibambo sesivalo lesiyindilingilizi, 
uyasiswaya lesibambo.


two-digit 
number

A number which is written using two 
digits.
e.g. How many sticks are there? There 
are 24 sticks. 24 is a two-digit number.

24

inombolo 
lenemadijithi lamabili

Inombolo lebhalwa ngekusebentisa 
emadijithi lambili. 
sib. Kunetindvuku letingaki? 
Kunetindvuku letima-24. 24 uyinombolo 
lenemadijithi lamabili.

24
twos When things or objects come in groups of two.

e.g. We can count: 2, 4, 6 
We can say: 3 groups of 2 or 2 + 2 + 2 or 3 × 2.

bokubili Uma tintfo nobe lokutsite kubekwe ngemacembu lahamba 
ngakubili.
sib. Singabala: 2, 4, 6 
Singatsi: 3 emacembu a-2 nobe 2 + 2 + 2 nobe 3 × 2.
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Uu
underneath When something is below something 

else.
e.g. The ball is underneath the table.

ngephasi Uma intfo letsite itfolakala ingaphasi 
kwalokunye lokutsite.
sib. Ibhola ingephasi kwelitafula.

unit Single items which can be counted to find out the total of 
number of items in a given group.

iyunithi Tintfo letihamba ngakunye tingabalwa kute kutfolwe samba 
selinani letintfo letisecenjini leliniketiwe.

unitary fraction A fraction which has a numerator value of 1.
e.g. 1

5 , 1
7 , etc.

iyunithari frakshini Ifrakshini lenevelu yenyumaretha le-1. 
sib. 1

5 , 1
7 , njll.

units/ones Another name for one. A single item.
e.g. In place value, the ones place can also be called the  
units place.

emayunithi/bokunye Ngulelinye ligama lelimele kunye. I-ayithemu/intfo yinye/
letimele yodvwa.
sib. Kusimelavelu indzawo yabokunye ingaphindze ibitwe 
ngekutsi yindzawo yemayunithi.

unknown 
number

A number whose value you do not know and you need to find. inombolo lengatiwa Inombolo longayati ivelu yayo futsi lokudzingeka kutsi uyitfole.

up The opposite of down.
e.g. I pick the cup up from the table. 
This arrow is pointing up.

etulu/phakamisa Ngumcondvophika waphasi. 
sib. Ngitsatsa inkomishi etulu elitafuleni. 
Lomcibisholo/le-ero ukhombe etulu. 

Vv
value The value of something is how much that thing is worth. 

Numbers represent values.
ivelu Ivelu yalokutsite imayelana nekutsi lentfo ibita nganani. 

Tinombolo timela emavelu. 

variable A letter used to represent an unknown value.
e.g. The letters x and y can take on any numeric value that is 
assigned to them, such as x = 5 and y = 17.

iveriyebuli/
sitsatsandzawo/
simeli 

Luhlavu lolusetjentiselwa kutsi lumele ivelu lengatiwa. 
sib. Letinhlavu x na y tingaba nobe ngabe nguyiphi ivelu 
yenombolo lebekelwe yona, lokufana nekutsi x = 5 na y = 17.

vertical Going up and down.
e.g. The lines are vertical. They go from 
top to bottom.

kucondze tfwi Kuya etulu kanye naphasi. 
sib. Imigca lekulelilokwe lentfombatana 
icondze isetfwi. Isuka etulu yehlela 
entasi.
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views (top view, 
side view, front 
view)

What you see when you look at a shape from different positions.
e.g. This is the top, front and side view of a car. 

lokubonakalako 
(lokubonakala 
ngetulu, 
lokubonakala 
emaceleni, 
lokubonakala 
ngaphambili)

Loko lokubona uma ubuka bunjwa ngekwetindzawo 
letehlukahlukene. 
sib. Loku kubonakala kwangetulu, kwangaphambili, kanye 
nekwasemaceleni kwendizamshini.

volume The amount of space occupied by an object. ivolumu Linani lendzawo letsatfwa yintfo letsite.

Ww
week See day. There are 7 days in a week. liviki Buka lilanga. Kunemalanga la-7 evikini.

whole All, everything, total amount. All of the parts together. lokuphelele Konkhe, yonkhe intfo, samba lesiphelele. Ticetu tonkhe 
letihlanganiswe ndzawonye.

whole number Whole numbers are counting numbers starting from 0.
e.g. 0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, ...

inombolo lephelele Tinombolo letiphelele tinombolo tekubala leticala ku-0. 
sib. 0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, ...

wider More wide.
e.g. This house door is wide but the church door is wider. 

house church

width width

lokubantana Silinganiso sekucatsanisa.
sib. Lesi sivalo sendlu sibanti kodvwa sivalo sasesontfo 
sibantana.

indlu lisintfo

bubanti bubanti
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width The distance across from side to side 
of an object.
e.g. The width of this door is 80 cm.

80 cm bubanti Libanga lelitfolakala ndzawotonkhe 
kusukela kulunye luhlangotsi lwentfo 
kuye kulolunye.
sib. Bubanti balesi sivalo bunge-80 cm.

80 cm

word problems Maths problems which are stated using words and numerals. 
They sometimes have diagrams.

tinknga temagama Tinkinga tetibalo letiletfwa ngekusebentisa emagama kanye 
nemanyumerali/netinombolo. Ngalesinye sikhatsi tiba 
nemidvwebo.

Yy
year A year is a period of time that is 12 months long. The calendar 

year we use has 365 days (366 in a leap year).
umnyaka Umnyaka ubudze besikhatsi lesinetinyga le-12 ngebudze. 

Ikhalenda yemnyaka lesiyisebentisako inemalanga lange-365 
(ange-366 kuliphuye/kunyakamudze).

yesterday One day ago. The day before today. itolo Lilanga linye lelengcile. Lilanga lelandvulela lanamuhla/lilanga 
lelifika ngembi kwaleli lalamuhla.

Zz
zero The numeral 0, nothing or nought. ziro Lenombolo 0, akunalutfo nobe nothi.
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