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Introduction
In almost every South African classroom you will find speakers of a number of different languages. Because of this, you may need to teach in 
a slightly different way to include all learners. Firstly, acknowledge that your learners may speak a number of different languages, and find out 
more about the home languages of each learner. Then, use the bilingual dictionary to help you as you teach Mathematics.

This bilingual dictionary includes the daily list of lesson vocabulary that is included in the lesson plans and teacher’s notes. In the dictionary 
you will find explanations and diagrams for the lesson vocabulary. It is structured in alphabetical order according to the English terms.

Lesson vocabulary is the important mathematical vocabulary that is used in the lesson. Please go through the lesson vocabulary as part of 
your lesson preparation. These terms are important as they are the language of mathematics that each learner needs to learn and understand, 
in order to build a solid foundation and understanding of this subject. It is important to explain these words to your learners, and to encourage 
learners to use them as well.

You should also use more than one language to explain the words if necessary – the dictionary will help you to do this. Many South African 
Mathematics teachers already code-switch to help their learners understand mathematical concepts and terms. This means that they alternate 
between two or more languages when explaining mathematics. Research has shown that this is a very useful practice that does indeed help 
learners to understand. Code-switching allows teachers and learners to draw on all of their language skills to learn, rather than to be limited by 
one language only. This practice is now used internationally and is also called ‘translanguaging’.

If you have learners in your class who are not yet comfortable in the LoLT (Language of Teaching and Learning), try to explain the word in  
a language they understand. You can also use gestures or pictures to help you explain a concept. Another strategy is to let learners who speak  
the same language discuss the concept in their home language and explain to one another.

The revised CAPS Section 4 (Assessment) endorses the use of more than one language to speak mathematically.
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Isingeniso
Pheze kwelinye nelinye itlasi eSewula Afrika uzakufumana abafundi abakhuluma amalimi ahlukeneko. Ngesimanga salokhu kungatlhogeka 
bona ufundise ngendledlana ehlukileko ukufaka hlangana boke abafundi. Kokuthoma, thokozela bona abafundi bakho bangakghona 
ukukhuluma amalimi ahlukeneko, bese utholisisa nangelimi lomunye nomunye umfundi lekhaya, ngemva kwalokho usebenzise 
isihlathululimezwi esilimimbili ukobana sikusize njengombana ufundisa iimbalo.

Isihlathululimezwi esilimimbilesi sifaka hlangana irhelo langamalanga lelwazimagama lesifundo esifakiweko emitlameni yesifundo 
nemanothini katitjhere. Kusihlathululimezwi uzakuthola iinhlathululo nemigwalo yelwazimagama lesifundo. Sihlelwe ngokulandelana kwama-
alfabhethi ngokuya kwamathemu wesiNgisi (English).

Ilwazimagama lesifundo kulilwazimagama leembalo eliqakatheke khulu elisetjenziswa esifundeni. Sibawa ufunde ilwazimagama lesifundo 
njengengcenye yamalungiselelo wesifundo sakho. Amathemu la aqakathekile njengombana alilimi leembalo omunye nomunye umfundi 
afanele ukulifunda nokulizwisisa, ukuze wakhe isisekelo esiqinileko nokuzwisisa isifundwesi. Kuqakathekile ukuhlathululela abafundi amagama 
la, nokubakhuthaza ukobana bawasebenzise.

Kufanele usebenzise amalimi amanengi ukobana uhlathulule amagama nakutlhogekako – isihlathululimezwi sizakusiza ukobana wenze 
lokhu. Inengi labotitjhere eSewula Afrika vele basebenzisa amalimi amanengi ukusiza abafundi babo ukobana bazwisise imiqondo namathemu 
weembalo. Lokhu kutjho khona bona basebenzisa amalimi amabili ngokudlhegana lokha nabahlathulula iimbalo. Irhubhululo livezile bona le 
yindlela ehle khulu vele esiza abafundi ukobana bazwisise. Ukusebenzisa amalimi amabili kuvumela abotitjhere nabafundi ukukhupha kiwo 
woke amakghonofundwa welimi ukobana afundwe, kunokobana baqale ilimi linye kwaphela. Lendlela seyisetjenziswa eentjhabatjhabeni 
begodu ibizwa ngokuthiwa ‘kusebenzisa amalimi amanengi’.

Nangabe unabafundi etlasinakho abangakabi ukulizwisisa kuhle iLimi lokuFunda nokuFundisa (i-LoLT, zama 
ukubahlathululela igama ngelimi abalizwisisako. Ungasebenzisa nezitho zomzimba namkha iinthombe ukobana zikusise 
ukuhlathulula umqondo lowo. Elinye iqhinga kuvumela abafundi abakhuluma ilimi elifanako ukobana bacoce ngomqondo 
ngelimi labo lekhaya bese bayahlathululelana. IsiGaba sesi-4 se-CAPS ebuyekeziweko (ukuhlola) sigunyaza 
ukusetjenziswa kwamalimi amanengi ukukhuluma ngeembalo. 
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Maths word Explanation/diagram Igama leembalo Umdwebo/ihlathululo

100 square A chart that has numbers written in ten 
rows of 1s, from 1–100. 

iinkwere ezili-100 Itjhadi elineenomboro ezitlolwe 
emareyini alitjhumi wangakunye, 
ukusukela kuku-1 ukuyokufikela  
kuli-100.

1 000 square A chart that has numbers written in ten 
rows of 10s, from 10–1 000.

iinkwere eziyi-1 000 Itjhadi elineenomboro ezitlolwe 
emareyini wamatjhumi, ukusukela  
kuli-10 ukuyokufikela ku-1 000.

Aa
above (position) In a higher place than.

e.g. The bird is higher than the dog. 
ngaphezulu 
(ubujamo)

Endaweni engaphezulu kunenye.
isib. Inyoni ingaphezulu kwenja.

absolute value The magnitude of a real number without regard to its sign.  
It means how far a number is from zero. 
e.g. The numbers –2 and 2 both have an absolute value of 2. 
They are both a distance of 2 from zero on a number line.

0 1 2 3 4 5–5 –4 –3 –2 –1

ubungako 
benomboro 
yamambala

Ubungako benomboro yamambala kungaqalwa itshwayo layo. 
Kutjho bona ikude kangangani inomboro ukusukela kuziro. 
isib. Iinomboro uku- –2 naku-2 zombili iinomborwezi 
zinobungako benomboro yamambala yaku-2. Zombili nje 
zilibanga laku-2 ukusukela kuziro kunambalayini.

0 1 2 3 4 5–5 –4 –3 –2 –1
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Maths word Explanation/diagram Igama leembalo Umdwebo/ihlathululo

across Go from one side to another.
e.g. You walk across the road. You can draw a line across  
your page.

buvundla Khamba usuke kwelinye ihlangothi uye ngakwelinye.
isib. Ukhamba weqa indlela. Ungagwala umuda buvundla 
ekhasini.

add To join two or more numbers together to find the total amount.
e.g. 3 + 2 + 1 = 6

hlanganisa Ukuhlanganisa iinomboro ezimbili namkha ezinengi zihlangane 
ukobana uthole inani elipheleleko.
isib. 3 + 2 + 1 = 6

add hundreds To add groups of 100 starting from any given number. ukuhlanganisa 
amakhulu

Ukuhlanganisa amabuthelelo wama-100 ukuthoma kinanyana 
ngiyiphi inomboro enikelweko.

add tens To add groups of 10 starting from any given number. ukuhlanganisa 
amatjhumi

Ukuhlanganisa amabuthelelo wama-10 ukuthoma kinanyana 
ngiyiphi inomboro enikelweko.

addition The operation that involves calculating the sum of two or more 
numbers.
e.g. 4 + 3 + 2 + 5 = 14

ukuhlanganisa Ukubala okufaka hlangana ukubala isibalo seenomboro ezimbili 
nanyana ezingaphezu kwezimbili.
isib. 4 + 3 + 2 + 5 = 14

addition doubles Adding two numbers that are the same.
e.g. 5 + 5 = 10; 8 + 8 = 16

ukuhlanganisa 
okubuyelelweko

Ukuhlanganisa iinomboro ezimbili ezifanako.
isib. 5 + 5 = 10; 8 + 8 = 16

addition facts The basic sums of single-digit numbers. ukuhlanganisa 
iinomboro 
ezilinganako

Iimbalo ezisisekelo zeenomboro zedijithi elilodwa.

after (a number) The number that comes next.
e.g. 5 comes after 4 if you are counting up.

ngemva 
(kwenomboro)

Inomboro elandelako ephethenini.
isib. Uku-5 uza ngemva kuka-4 nangabe ubala uye phezulu.

after (time) A time/event that comes later than another time.
e.g. You go home after the school day is finished.

ngemuva 
(kwesikhathi)

Isikhathi/isehlakalo esiza ngemuva kunesinye isikhathi.
isib. Uya ekhaya ngemuva kobana isikolo sesiphumile. 

afternoon The time between noon and evening. Noon is another word  
for midday and it is when the time is 12 o’clock in the middle of 
the day.

ngemva kwamadina Isikhathi esihlangana kwemini kanye nokutjhinga kwelanga. 
Pheze singatjho kobana ngamadina kusemini ekulu. Begodu 
singathi lokha nasele kubethe i-iri letjhumi nambili ehloko.

algebraic 
expression

An expression built up from constants (or numbers), variables 
(represented by alphabetic letters such as x and y), and 
the basic algebraic operations: addition (+), subtraction (–), 
multiplication (×), division (÷), whole number exponents, and 
roots.

ihlanganisela 
yeenomboro

Ihlanganisela yeenomboro kusitatimende esakhiwa 
ngeenomboro, iinjameli (ezijanyiselelwa ngamaledere wama-
alfabhethi, isibonelo u-x no-y), nombalo weembalo ezisisekelo: 
ukuhlanganisa (+), ukukhupha (–), ukubuyabuyelela (×), 
ukuhlukanisa (÷), ukuphindaphinda iinomboro ezipheleleko, 
nemirabhu.
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Maths word Explanation/diagram Igama leembalo Umdwebo/ihlathululo

algebraic 
thinking

A problem-solving approach that involves using variables, 
symbols, and mathematical operations to solve equations and 
manipulate expressions.

ukucabanga 
ngokwe-aljibhra

Indlela yokurarulula umraro efaka hlangana ukusetjenziswa 
kweenjameli, amatshwayo nemibalo yeembalo ukurarulula 
iimbalo ezilinganako nokusebenzisa iintatimende.

algorithm A method of calculation which is shown using numeric and 
symbolic working.
e.g. A horizontal algorithm involves writing the working across 
the page. A vertical algorithm involves writing things in columns 
of hundreds, tens and units.

ukubala Indlela yokubala etjengiswa ngokusebenza kusetjenziswe 
iinomboro namatshwayo.
isib. Ukubala buvundla okufakwa hlangana 
ukutlolangokusebenza buvundla ekhasini. Indlela yokubala 
ngokwehla ifaka hlangana izinto ezikumakholomu ngamakhulu, 
ngamatjhumi nangamayunithi.

altogether Take everything together.
e.g. If you have 3 flowers in one hand 
and 2 flowers in the other hand, you 
have 5 flowers altogether.

sele kukoke Thatha zoke izinto ndawonye.
isib. Nangabe unamathuthumbo ama-3 
esandleni esisodwa namanye ama-2 
kesinye isandla, sele unamathuthumbo 
ama-5 sele awoke.

am/pm am – times in the morning from midnight until noon. 
pm – times in the afternoon after 12 o’clock (noon) and up  
to midnight.

ekuseni/entambama Ekuseni – sikhathi sekuseni ukusuka phakathi kobusuku bekufike 
emini ekulu.  
Entambam – sikhathi esisuka ngamadina ngemva kwe-iri le-12 
poro ehloko ukufika phakathi kobusuku.

amongst/
between

When you share things between more than two people or 
groups you say ‘share amongst’.
e.g. I share 40 sweets amongst my class of 40 learners.

hlangana Lokha nawaba izinto hlangana kwabantu abadlula kwababili 
nanyana wabela isiqhema. 
isib. Ngabela abafundi abama-40 amaswidi ama-40. 

amount ‘How much’ of something. Similar to number.
e.g. I have an amount of money but I have a number of eggs  
in my basket.

inani ’Kunengi kangangani’ Iinomboro ezifanako.
isib. Nginenani lemali kodwana nginesibalo samaqanda 
ngemantjini.

analogue clock/
analogue time

A clock with the numbers 1 to 12 around 
the face and a rotating short hand 
to show the hours, and long hands to 
show the minutes and seconds.
e.g. The analogue time here is  
8 o’clock.

12
1

2

3

4
567

8

9

10
11

iwatjhi eyi-analogo Iwatjhi eneenomboro ezisuka kuku-1 
bezifike e-12 ebusweni belingaphambili 
elinomkhono omfitjhani otjengisa ama-
iri nomude otjengisa imizuzu.
isib. Iwatjhi le itjengisa isikhathi se-iri 
lobunane porp ehloko.

12
1

2

3

4
567

8

9

10
11
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Maths word Explanation/diagram Igama leembalo Umdwebo/ihlathululo

analogue scale A measuring scale that has a face 
which is marked so that you can read  
a measurement.
e.g. This is a scale used to measure 
mass in kilograms. kg

isikeyili esiyi-analogo Isikeyili sokumeda esinobuso 
obutshwayiweko ukuze ukwazi 
ukufunda iinomboro ezimedako.
isib. Lesi sikala esisetjenziselwa 
ukumeda imasi ngamakhilogremu. kg

analyse To study carefully and think about what something means.  
In data handling learners have to analyse the data collected – 
they need to work out what it can tell them.

ukuhlaziya Ukufunda ngokuyelela bese ucabanga ngokobana into itjho 
ukuthini, ekuqalaneni nedatha abafundi kufanele bahlaziye 
idatha ebuthelelweko – kufanele batjho bona ingatjho  
ukuthini kibo.

analyse (data) To look at something closely to find a pattern or meaning in it. ukuhlaziya (idatha) Ukuqala ngelihlo elifeni ukobana uthole iphetheni nanyana 
ihlathululo kiyo.

anti-clockwise The opposite direction to how 
the hands on an analogue 
clock move.

ukuphambana 
nomzombe wewatjhi

Ukuya ngokwelinye ihlangothi 
ngokwendlela izandla 
ezikhamba ngayo ewatjhini 
ye-analogo.

apparatus Things that you use when you do practical work.
e.g. The apparatus used when you do a capacity activity could 
be a jug and some measuring cylinders.

iinsetjenziswa Izinto ozisebenzisako lokha nawenza umsebenzi obonakalako.
isib. Iinsetjenziswa ezisetjenziselwa ukwenza umsebenzi 
omayelana nomthamo kungaba yijege, kanye namanye 
amasilinda wokumeda.

appropriate 
symbols

The symbols that are correct for the given question.
e.g. If the question says ‘add 23 to 45’, the appropriate symbol is 
an addition symbol ‘+’.

amatshwayo 
anembako 

Amatshwayo ekungiwo anembakonwombuzo.
isib. Nangabe umbuzo uthi, ‘hlanganisa u-23 no-45’ itshwayo 
elinembako ngelithi ‘+’.

approximate Estimate an amount or total usually by rounding off numbers. tjhideleneko Ukulinganisa inani namkha inani loke esikhathini esinengi 
ngokutjhideza iinomboro.

area The amount of surface enclosed by the perimeter of a 2-D 
shape. The surface area of a 3-D object is the amount of surface 
that covers the object.

indawo Inani lengaphandle elivalwe yipherimitha yejamo lehlangothi 
le-2-D. Ingaphandle lendawo yento yehlangothi le-3-D kulinani 
lengaphandle elivala into. 

arithmetic Area of mathematics, including addition, subtraction, decimals 
and fractions.

Iimbalo Indawo yeembalo, efaka hlangana ukuhlanganisa, ukukhupha, 
amadesimali namacezu.



5

Maths word Explanation/diagram Igama leembalo Umdwebo/ihlathululo

array A set of objects or numbers that are 
arranged in an order, often in rows and 
columns in a grid.

hlela Isede yezinto nanyana yeenomboro 
ezihlelwe ngokulamana, kanengi 
ngamareyi kanye namakholomu 
egridini.

ascending order Arranged from smallest to largest.
e.g. 2, 4, 6, 8, 10

irhemo 
elikhuphukako

Ukuhlelwa ukusukela kwencani khulu ukuya kwekulu khulu.
isib. 2 ,4, 6, 8, 10

axes/axis The axes (axis – singular) of 
a graph are the vertical and 
horizontal lines which create 
a point of reference for the 
graph.
e.g. The horizontal axis of 
this graph shows the colours 
of cars and the vertical axis 
shows how many of each type 
were counted in a survey.
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i-ekzisi I-ekzisi yegrafu mimida 
eyehlela enzasi nemida 
evundlako enalapha ihlangana 
khona ukwazisa ngelwazi 
elithileko kugrafu.
isib. E-ekzisi evundlako 
yegrafu itjengisa imibala 
yeenkoloyi bese i-ekzisi 
eyehlela enzasi itjengise inani 
lomhlobo ngamunye obalwe 
kusaveyi.
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Bb
back The part which is behind or at the end.

e.g. Here you can see the front and the 
back of a car. Also, if ten people are 
in a line, the last one is the one at the 
back.

ngemva Yingcenye engemva nanyana 
ekugcineni.
isib. Lapha ungakghona ukubona 
ingaphambili kanye nengemuva 
lekoloyi. Okhunye godu, nangabe 
abantu abalitjhumi basemjejeni, munye 
wabo nangabe usemva.

backwards In the reverse of the usual way.
e.g. When you count backwards the numbers get smaller:  
10, 9, 8, 7, …

ukuya emuva Elinye ihlangothi eliphambene nangendlela ekungiyo.
isib. Lokha nawubala ubuyela emuva, iinomboro ziba zincani:  
10, 9, 8, 7, ...
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Maths word Explanation/diagram Igama leembalo Umdwebo/ihlathululo

balance Having the same mass on either side. 
When there is the same mass on either 
side, the scale is said to balance.

bhalansa Ukuba nobudisi/imasi obulinganako 
ngakwelinye nelinye ihlangothi. 
Nangabe kunobudisi obulinganako 
kwelinye nelinye ihlangothi, isikala 
kutjho khona bona siyabhalansa. 

balance scale A scale which is used to measure mass. isikala sokubhalansa Isikala esisetjenziswa ko ukumeda 
imasi.

ball shapes 
(spheres)

A three-dimensional (3-D) 
object that is perfectly round.

amajamo webholo 
(iindulungu)

Ijamo elinamahlangothi 
amathathu elirono kuhle. 

bar graph A graph which shows the 
number of things using bars.
e.g. This bar graph shows car 
colours from a survey. 350
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igrafu eyibha Igrafu eyibha itjengisa 
iiomboro zokuthileko 
isebenzisa amabha.
isib. Igrafu yebha elandelako 
itjengisa imihlobo yeenkoloyi 
kusaveyi.
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base ten The base of a number system that involves grouping in tens.
e.g. Our number system uses a base of ten. There are ten units  
in one ten, ten tens in one hundred, and so on.

isisekelo setjhumi Isisekelo sehlelo leenomboro ezifaka hlangana ukwenza 
iinqhema zamatjhumi.
isib. Ihlelo lethu leenomboro lisebenzisa isisekelo setjhumi. 
Kunamayunithi alitjhumi asebenzisa isisekelo setjhumi. 
Kunamayunithi alitjhumi etjhumini elilodwa, amatjhumi alitjhumi 
ekhulwini elilodwa njalo njalo.

bathroom scale A scale that is used to measure mass.  
It is put on the ground and you stand 
on it and then you can read your mass.

isikala sangendlini 
yokuhlambela

Isikala esisetjenziselwa ukumeda 
ubudisi bento. Sibekwa phasi bese 
ujame kiso bese ungakghona ukubona 
bona ubudisi kangangani. 
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Maths word Explanation/diagram Igama leembalo Umdwebo/ihlathululo

before (position) A number that is in front of another number, in the counting 
sequence.
e.g. 5 comes before 6.

ngaphambili 
(ubujamo)

Inomboro eza ngaphambi kwenye lokha nakubalwako.
isib. Inomboro 5 iza ngaphambi kwaka-6.

before (time) A time/event that comes earlier than another time.
e.g. You eat breakfast before you come to school.

ngaphambi 
(ngokwesikhathi)

Isikhathi/isehlakalo esiza msinya ngaphambi kwesinye isikhathi.
isib. Udla ukudla kwekuseni ngaphambi kobana uye esikolweni.

behind (position) At the back.
e.g. The car is behind the tree.

ngemuva (ubujamo) Ngemuva kwento.
isib. Ikoloyi ingemuva komuthi.

below (position) Beneath, or in a lower place than.
e.g. The dog is below the bird.

ngenzasi (ubujamo) Ngenzasi, nanyana endaweni 
engaphasi kunenye.
isib. Inja ingenzasi/ingaphasi kwenyoni.

between/
in between 
(position)

A number or numbers in the middle of 
two numbers.
e.g. 4 and 5 are between 3 and 6.

An object can also be between two 
other objects.
e.g. The ball is between the box and  
the broom.

3 4 5 6

hlangana/hlangana 
ne (ubujamo)

Inani leenomboro hlangana 
neenomboro ezimbili.
isib. Ku-4 naku-5 kuhlangana kuka-3 
kanye nesi-6.

Into nayo ingaba hlangana nezinto 
ezimbili.
isib. Ibholo ihlangana kwebhoksi kanye 
nomthanyelo.

3 4 5 6
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Maths word Explanation/diagram Igama leembalo Umdwebo/ihlathululo

big, bigger, 
biggest 
(number)/
bigger than

When you order numbers, you might use words such as big, 
bigger and biggest.
e.g. 5 is bigger than 4. If you have the numbers 45, 46 and 47, 
then 47 is the biggest of those numbers.

khulu, khudlwana, 
khulukhulu 
(inomboro)/ekulu 
kune

Lokha nawulandelanisa iinomboro kungenzeka usebenzise 
amagama afana nala, khulu, khudlwana, khulukhulu.
isib. Uku-5 mkhudlwana kunaku-4. Nanagbe uneenomboro i-45, 
46 ne-47, yeke kutjho bona i-47 ingekulu khulu kunazo zoke 
iinomborwezi.

big, bigger, 
biggest (shape)

Shapes come in different sizes and can 
be ordered according to their size.
e.g. Circle 1 is big, but circle 2 is bigger 
and circle 3 is the biggest.

3

2

1

khulu, khudlwana 
khulu kulu

Amajamo eza ngobukhulu obuhlukileko 
begodu angahlelwa ukuya ngamajamo 
wawo.
isib. Isiyingi souk-1 sikhulu. Kodwana 
isiyingi sesi-3 sikhulu khulu.

3

2

1

biggest 
(number)

When we write numbers in order, we will write them from the 
smallest to the biggest or from the biggest to the smallest.
e.g. 32, 33, 34, 35 is written from the smallest to the biggest.

(inomboro) ekulu 
khulu

Lokha nasitlola iinomboro ngokulamana, sizozitlola ukusuka 
kencani ukuya kekulu nanyana ukusuka kekulu khulu ukuya 
kencani khulu.
isib. 32, 33, 34, 35. Zitlolwe ukusuka kezincani ukuya kezikulu.

billion A thousand million or 1 000 000 000 ibhiliyoni Iingidi eziyikulungwana nanyana 1 000 000 000

birthday The day you were born.
e.g. 15 February 2006

ilanga lamabeletho Ilanga owabelethwa ngalo.
isib. Mhla ali-15 kuFebherbari 2006

bottom The lowest or deepest part of anything.
e.g. The thick book is at the bottom of 
the pile.

ngenzasi Ngenzasi khulu nanyana ingcenye 
yento engenelele khulu.
isib. Incwadi edege ingenzasi 
kwewobhu leencwadi. 

box shapes 
(prisms)

A solid object that has six faces. amajamo webhoksi 
(amaphrizimu)

Into eqinileko enobuso obusithandathu.
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breadth The distance across or from side to 
side. It is sometimes called the width.

ububanzi Ibanga buvundla namkha 
ukusukela kwelinye ihlangothi 
uye kwelinye. Kwesinye 
isikhathi kubizwa ngokuthiwa 
ububanzi.

break down/
breaking down

Breaking down numbers is done when a number is broken down 
to two smaller numbers.
e.g. 5 = 4 + 1 or 5 = 3 + 2

5 6 7 8 9 100 1 2 3 4

5

4

1

3 + 2

ukucozulula/
ukukghedlha

Ukucozulula/Ukukghedla iinomboro kwenziwa lokha inomboro 
nayihlephulwa ibe ziinomboro ezimbili ezincani.
isib. 5 = 4 + 1 nanyana 5 = 3 + 2

5 6 7 8 9 100 1 2 3 4

5

4

1

3 + 2

bridging 
through ten

When adding units together and the answer is bigger than ten.
e.g. 8 + 7 = 15

ukuqaqada uye 
kumatjhumi

Lokha nawuhlanganisa amayunithi ndawonye begodu 
nependulo yikulu kuno-10.
isib. 8 + 7 = 15

build up/ 
building up

Building up numbers is when numbers are put together to make 
other bigger numbers.

5 6 7 8 9 100 1 2 3 4

5

4

1

ukwakha/ukwakha 
into

Ukwakha iinomboro kulokha iinomboro nazihlanganisiweko 
ukwenza ezinye iinomboro ezikulu.

5 6 7 8 9 100 1 2 3 4

5

4

1
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bundle A group of things put together. They 
could be tied up (for example with 
string).
e.g. There is one bundle of 10 sticks and 
6 loose sticks that are not bundled.

inyanda Isiqhema sezinto ezibekwe ndawonye. 
Kungenzeka zibotjhelelwe (isibonelo 
ngentambo). 
isib. Kunenyanda yinye yeengodo 
ezili-10 neengodo ezikhamba ngazinye 
ezisi-6 ezingakabotjhwa.

buy Hand over money to pay for goods. ukuthenga Dlulisela imali komunye ukubhadelela okuthileko/izinto.

Cc
calculate Find the answer. Work out the solution. balisisa Funyana ipendulo. Funyana isisombululo.

calculation Mathematical working with numbers. ukubala Ngokweembalo kusebenza ngeenomboro.

calculation 
strategies

Mathematical working can be done in different ways – these are 
called strategies.
e.g. To add numbers together you could calculate the answer 
by counting all the numbers, using doubling, writing out the 
numbers in columns and adding the tens and units, etc.

amaqhinga 
wokubala 

Ukusebenza ngokweembalo kungenziwa ngeendlela 
ezihlukeneko – lokhu kubizwa ngokuthiwa maqhinga.
isib. Ukuhlanganisa iinomboro zibutheleleke kufanele ubale 
uthole ipendulo ngokubala zoke iinomboro, usebenzise 
ukubuyelela, ukutlola iinomboro kumakholomu nokuhlanganisa 
amatjhumi kanye namayunithi, njll. 

calculator A device that performs mathematical functions. ikhalikhyuleyitha Isisetjenziswa esenza imisebenzi yeembalo.

calendar A table showing the year broken up into months, weeks and 
days.

ikhalenda Itheyibula elitjengisa kobana umnyaka wehlukaniswe 
ngeenyanga, iimveke namalanga.

calibrated Marked so that correct values can be 
determined.
e.g. The measuring scale is calibrated 
in kilograms and grams.

0 1
2
3

456
7

8
9

ukulinganisa ubudisi/
ubukhulu

Ukutshwaya okutjengisa kobana 
amanani anembako angaquntwa.
isib. Isikeyili sokumeda sehlukaniswe 
ukulinganisa ubudisi bamakhilogremu 
nebamagremu.

0 1
2
3

456
7

8
9

calibration lines A scale is marked with little lines that 
are called calibrations.
e.g. The bathroom scale has 
calibrations in kilograms.

ngaphambi 
(ngokwesikhathi)

Isikhathi/isehlakalo esiza msinya 
ngaphambi kwesinye isikhathi.
isib. Udla ukudla kwekuseni ngaphambi 
kobana uye esikolweni. 
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capacity The amount a container can hold when 
it is full.
e.g. This container is filled to its 
capacity.

umthamo Inani elingaphathwa simumathi 
nasizeleko.
isib. Isimumathi sizele swi/
siyaphuphuma. 

categories 
(data)

To arrange data you use categories. The categories give some  
of the different types into which the data can be sorted.
e.g. Cars come in different colours. You can group cars by their 
colour, then the car colours form categories, such as red, green, 
white and blue.

imikhakha (yedatha/ 
yemininingwana)

Imininingwana uyihlela ngemikhakha. Imikhakha inikela imihlobo 
eyahlukeneko imininingwana engahlelwa ngayo.
isib. Iinkoloyi zinemibala eyahlukeneko. Ungazibeka 
ngokwemibala yazo. Imibala yeenkoloyi yakha imikhakha, 
njengeenkoloyi ezibovu, ezihlaza satjani, ezimhlophe kanye 
nezihlaza sasibhakabhaka.

centimetre A metric unit used to measure length. A ruler is usually marked  
in centimetres (cm). 100 cm = 1 metre (m)

isenthimitha Iyunithi yemethriki esetjenziselwa ukumeda ubude. Irula 
esikhathini esinengi imeregwe ngamasenthimitha (ama-cm).  
100 cm = imitha e-1 (m)

cents (and 
rands)

Money values used in South 
Africa.

iinsende 
(namaranda)

Isilinganiso semali 
esetjenziswa eSewula Afrika. 

century 100 years. ikhulumnyaka Minyaka eli-100.

change (money) When you pay for something and you give more money than is 
needed, you get some money back. This money you get back is 
called change.
e.g. You give a shopkeeper R10,00 to pay for a pen that costs 
R2,50. The shopkeeper will give you R7,50 change.

itjhentjhi (imali) Lokha nawubhadelela okuthileko bewunikela ngemali 
engaphezu kwaleyo efunekako, ubuyelwa yimali ethileko. Imali 
obuyiselwa yona le ibizwa ngetjhentjhi.
isib. Uthenge ibholpheni ebiza ama-R2,50. Unikela umsizi 
wesitolo ama-R10,00 ubhadelela okuthengileko lokho. Umsizi 
wesitolo uzokubuyisela itjhentjhi ema-R7,50.

check 
(calculation)

When you redo a calculation using the same or a different 
method, you check it to see if it is correct.

hlolisisa (ukubalisisa) Lokha nawubuyelela ubalisisa usebenzisa indlela efanako 
nanyana eyehlukileko, uyahlolisisa ukuqinisekisa kobana 
ukubala kwakho kunembile.



12

Maths word Explanation/diagram Igama leembalo Umdwebo/ihlathululo

circle A two-dimensional (2-D) shape that is 
perfectly round.

isiyingilizi/indulugu Ijamo elinobungako obuyi-2-D 
liyindulungu ngokupheleleko/
Ijamo elibusobubili liyindulungu 
ngokupheleleko.

clockface The front of a clock which you read 
when you tell the time.
e.g. This is an analogue clockface.

12
1

2

3

4
567

8

9

10
11

ilingaphambili 
nanyana ihlangothi 
elingaphambili 
lewatjhi

Ilingaphambili lewatjhi lokha 
nawufunda isikhathi.
isib. Lobu bubuso bewatjhi. 

12
1

2

3

4
567

8

9

10
11

clockwise Same direction to how the 
hands on an analogue clock 
move.

khambisana 
nomzombe wewatjhi

Ilayelo eliya endaweni efanako 
nangendlela izandla ewatjhini 
ye-analogo ezikhamba ngayo.

coins and notes The money that we use to pay 
for goods or services comes in 
coins and notes.

imali yesimbi nemali 
yamaphepha

Imali esiyisebenzisako 
ukubhadelela ipahla nanyana 
imisebenzi ethileko iza 
iyimali yesimbi nangemali 
yamaphepha. 

collect Put things together.
e.g. I collect the cups after the party. I collect 5c coins to give  
to charity.

buthelela Ukubeka izinto ndawonye.
isib. Ngibuthelela amarhalasi ngemva kwephathi. Ngibuthelela 
imali ema-5c ngiyonikela ngayo kilabo abatlhagako.

collection A group of things that have been put together.
e.g. I have a collection of marbles.

ukubuthelela Ibuthelelo lezinto ezibekwe ndawonye.
isib. Nginebuthelelo lamamabula.

colour (red, 
blue, green, 
yellow)

The shade of things that we see. 
Red – e.g. Blood is red.
Blue – e.g. The sky is blue on a sunny day.
Green – e.g. Fresh grass and the leaves of trees are green. 
Yellow – e.g. Butter is yellow; ripe lemons are yellow.

umbala (obovu) Isithunzi sezinto esizibonako.
Okubovu – isib. Iingazi zibovu.
Hlaza sasibhakabhaka – isib. Lo mbala ofana 
nowesibhakabhaka nakunganamafu.
Hlaza satjani – isib. Utjani kanye namakari wemithi anombala 
ohlaza.
Sarulani – isib. Ibhodoro isarulani; amalamune avuthiweko 
asarulani. 
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columns  
(and rows)

A set of objects or numbers can be 
arranged in order, often in rows and 
columns in a grid/array. The rows go 
across from left to right in the grid.  
The columns go from top to bottom  
in the grid.
e.g. The first row has the numbers 1, 2, 
3, 4 in it. The second column has the 
numbers 2, 4, 6 in it.

amakholomu 
(nemida)

Isede yokuthileko nanyana 
yeenomboro zingahlelwa/
zingarhenyiswa ngendlela ethileko, 
kanengi ngemida nangamakholomu 
kugridi. Imida isuka ngesandleni 
sesincele iye ngakwesokudla kugridi. 
Amakholomu ayehla asuka phezulu 
aye enzasi.
isib. Umuda wokuthoma uneenomboro 
uku-1, 2, 3, 4. Ikholomu lesibili 
lineenomboro 2, 4, 6.

combination Things that are put together to make something.
e.g. The combination of 10 and 5 makes the number 15.

ihlanganisela Izinto ezibuthelelwe ndawonye ukobana zenze into ethileko.
isib. Ihlanganisela ka-10 ne-5 kwenza inomboro 15.

combine Put things together. hlanganisa Ukubeka izinto ndawonye.

compare To look for similarities or differences.
e.g. You can compare the sizes of numbers.  
4 is smaller than 5.
96 is bigger than 92.
85 is equal to 85.
9 is greater than 4. 4 is less than 9.
10 is the same as 2 × 5.
You can also compare the sizes of shapes.  
See big/bigger etc.

madanisa Ukufuna imehluko nalokho okufanako.
isib. Ungamadanisa ubukhulu beenomboro.
U-4 mncani kuno-5.
Ama-96 makhulu kunama-92.
Ama-85 ayalingana nama-85.
U-9, mkhulu kune-4. U-4, mncani kunesi-9.
U-10 uyalingana no-2 × 5.
Ungakwazi godu ukumadanisa ubukhulu bamajamo.
Qala isibonelo: khulu, khudlwana, khulu kulu.

compass 
directions

The compass directions North, South, 
East and West are used when you need 
to find position and direction.

N

E

S

W

ilayelo lekhamphasi Ilayelo lekhamphasi, etlhagwini, 
esewula, epumalanga, etjingalanga 
kusetjenziswa lokha nawufuna 
ukuthola indawo kanye nelayelo.

Tl

Pu

Se

Tj

cone A geometric shape with a round base 
and a curved surface that tapers to  
a point.

ikhowunu Lijamo lejiyomethri elinesisekelo 
esiyindulungu nohlangothi eligobeneko 
elihlangana phezulu.
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congruent Identical in shape and size. ukulingana Ukulingana kutjho amajamo nobukhulu 
obufanako.

consecutive 
numbers 

Numbers that follow each other in an unbroken order.
e.g. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, …

Iinomboro 
ezilandelanako

Iinomboro ezilandelanako ngokwehlelo elingahlukanisekiko.
isib. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, …

container An object that can be used for holding 
things.

isimumathi Into engasetjenziswa ukumumatha 
ezinye izinto.

convert To change.
e.g. You can convert a number from one form to another.
1
2 = 0,5

ukutjhugulula Ukutjintja.
isib. Ungatjhugulula inomboro ukusuka kwenye indlela uye 
kwenye: 1

2 = 0,5

copy (a pattern) Something that looks exactly 
like another thing is a copy of 
that other thing.
e.g. This pattern is made by 
drawing 6 repeated copies 
of three circles – white, black, 
white.

kopulula (iphetheni) Into efana patsi nenye 
iyikhophi yento leyo.
isib. Iphetheni le yakhiwe 
ngokobana kugwalwe 
amakhophi asi-6 abuyelelweko 
weeyingi ezi-3 – esimhlophe, 
esinzima nesimhlophe.

cost The amount you have to pay for things you want to buy.
e.g. If one chocolate costs R5,00 then two chocolates will cost 
R10,00.

intengo Inani lemali efanele uyibhadalele izinto ofuna ukuzithenga.
isib. Nangabe itjhokolede yinye Ibiza imali engange-R5,00 yeke 
amatjhokolede amabili azakubiza imali engange-R10,00.

count Say numbers in the correct numerical order. bala Yitjho iinomboro ngokulamana kwazo kongwakweenomboro.

counting back Counting down (backwards) from a given number. To subtract 
you can count back from the bigger number to the smaller 
number.
e.g. 18 – 5 = 13. Count back: 18 ... 17, 16, 15, 14, 13

15 16 17 18 19 2011 12 13 14

ukubala ubuyele 
emuva

Ukubala ubuyele emuva kutjho ukubaya uye enzasi (ubuyele 
emuva) kusuka enomborweni. Nawukhuphako, ubala ubuyele 
emuva ukusuka enomborweni ekulu uye kencani.
isib. 18 – 5 = 13. Bala ubuyele emuva: 18 … 17, 16, 15, 14, 13

15 16 17 18 19 2011 12 13 14
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counting in 10s, 
50s and 100s

When you count in groups from a given number.
e.g. Count in 10s from 15: 15, 25, 35, 45, 55, 65
Count in 50s to 200: 50, 100, 150, 200

ukubala ngama-10, 
ama-50 nama-100

Lokha nawubala ngamabuthelelo ukusuka enomborweni 
enikelweko.
isib. Bala ngama-10 ukusuka e-15: 15, 25, 35, 45, 55, 65
Bala ngama-50 ukufika kuma-200: 50, 100, 150, 200

counting on Counting forwards from a given number. To add you can count 
on. Usually you count on from the bigger number.
e.g. 13 + 2 = 15. Count on: 13, 14, 15

15 16 17 18 19 2011 12 13 14

ukubala uye phambili Ukubala uye phambili kutjho ukubala ukusuka enomborweni 
ophiwe yona uye ngesidleni sakho. Nawuhlanganisako, ubala 
uye phambili. Kanengi nawubalako, wakha inomboro ekulu.
isib. 13 + 2 = 15. Bala uye phambili: 13, 14, 15

15 16 17 18 19 2011 12 13 14

cube A figure shaped like a box with 6 flat 
square faces that are the same size.

ikhyubhu Ijamo elibumbeke njengebhoksi. 
Linobuso obusipara beenkwere ezisi-6 
ezinamahlangothi alinganako.

cube number To calculate a cube number, multiply a number by itself and 
then by itself again.
e.g. 5³ means 5 × 5 × 5 = 125. Therefore, 125 is a cube number or 
we could say 5 cubed is 125.

ikhyubhunomboro Ukubala inomboro yekhyubhu, ubuyelela inomboro ngayo leyo 
bese uyibuyelele ngayo godu.
isib. I-5³ kutjho i-5 × 5 × 5 = 125. Yeke, ama-125 yinomboro 
eyikhyubhu. Namkha ungathi 5 nakulikhyubhu ma-125.

cube root The cube root is the reverse of the cube of a number and is 
denoted by √

___3 .

e.g. √
___3
216 is the cube root of 216 = 6, because when 6 is 

multiplied by itself and then by itself again (6 × 6 × 6),  
it gives 216.

umrabhu wekhyubhu Umrabhu wekhyubhu usinyava sekhyubhu yenomboro begodu 
itjengiswa nge-√

___3 . 

isib. √
___3
216 , okutjho bona, umrabhu wekhyubhu we-216 = 6  

ngombana lokha isi-6 sibuyabuyelelwe ngokwaso bese 
siyazibuyelela godu (6 × 6 × 6), kusinikela ama-216.

currency Another word for money. ikharensi Ngelinye ibizo lemali.

curved (round) 
sides/edges

A side that is not straight.
e.g. A circle has a curved edge.

ukugobana (ukuba 
rono) amahlangothi/ 
imiqoqo

Ihlangothi elingakanqophi.
isib. Isiyingi linomqoqo ogobeneko.

curved  
(see round)

Curves are not straight. zombeleza
(qala rono)

Imizombe ayikanqophi.
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curved surface A curved surface is rounded. A shape can roll on a curved 
surface. See roll/slide.

indawo ejikelezako Indawo ejikelezako iba rono. Ijamo lingagedeka endaweni 
ejikelezako. Qala gedeka/tjhelela.

cylinder A figure that is shaped like a can.  
It has two flat circular faces (sides)  
and one curved surface.

isilinda Isibumbeko esinejamo lebhlege. 
Sinamajamo amabili asipara 
aziiyingilizi (amahlangothi) kanye 
nejamo linye elijikelezako.

Dd
data A collection of facts, such as values or measurements.

e.g. Information about the heights of the learners in your class, 
the numbers of different coloured cars in the school yard, and  
so on.

idatha/
imininingwana

Libuthelelo lamaphuzu, elifana nelobungako nanyana ukumeda.
isib. Ilwazi elimayelana nobude babafundi ngetlasini lakho, 
inani lemihlobo yemibala yeenkoloyi eyahlukeneko ngejaradeni 
lesikolo, njll. 

day/week A period of time that is 24 hours long. There are 7 days in a 
week. See days of the week.

ilanga/iveke Sikhathi esima-iri ama-24 ubude, kunamalanga ali-7 evekeni.
Qala amalanga weveke.

days of the 
week

Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday.

amalanga weveke uSondo, uMvulo, uLesibili, uLesithathu, uLesine, uLesihlanu, 
uMgqibelo.

decompose A technique that allows numbers to be split and recombined  
(put together) to make calculations easier.
e.g. 49 + 18

= 49 + 1 + 17 (decompose 18 into 17 + 1)
= 50 + 17
= 67

ukuhlukanisa 
ngamakhulu 
amatjhumi 
namayunithi

Liqhinga elivumela iinomboro kobana zehlukaniswe bese 
zibekwa ndawonye godu ukuze ukubalisisa kube lula.
isib. 49 + 18 

= 49 + 1 + 17 (yehlukanisa 18 abe li-17 + 1)
= 50 + 17
= 67

decrease Make smaller or less. ukunciphisa Ukwenza kube kuncani.

demarcations The labels on a scale that you use to read a measurement.
e.g. This ruler has centimetre demarcations. It also has smaller 
demarcations which are called millimetres.

ukuhlukaniswa Amaleyibuli esikalini osisebenzisako ukobana ufunde isimedo.
isib. Irula le ihlukaniswe ngamasenthimitha. Ineendawo ezincani 
zokuhlukanisa ezibizwa ngokuthiwa mamilimitha.
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denominator The bottom number in a fraction numeral which is written using 
symbols.
e.g. 34 (in this fraction 4 is the denominator).

idinomineyitha Inomboro engenzasi ecezwini lenomboro elitlolwa 
ngokusebenzisa amatshwayo.
isib. 34 (kilelicezu uku-4 uyidinomineytha).

descending 
order 

Arranged from largest to smallest.
e.g. 10, 8, 6, 4, 2

irhemo elehlako Ukuhlelwa ukusukela kwekulu khulu ukuya kwencani khulu.
isib. 10, 8, 6, 4, 2

describe  
(a pattern)

To tell or write about a pattern to explain how the pattern is 
made up.
e.g. 3, 5, 7, 9
This pattern is made by starting at 3 and then adding 2 every 
time to get to the next number in the pattern.

ukuhlathulula 
(iphetheni)

Ukutjho nanyana ukutlola ngephetheni uhlathulule kobana 
iphetheni yakheke njani.
isib. 3, 5, 7, 9
Iphetheni le yakhiwe ngokobana kuthonywe ngoku-3 njalo 
bese kuhlanganiswa noku-2 ukufunyana inomboro elandelako 
yephetheni.

diagrammatic 
form

Something which is given in a drawing form.
e.g. You can give fractions in diagrammatic form in circles or 
many other shapes. These are some different diagrammatic 
forms:

indlela efanekisako Into onikelwe yona ngokwendlela efanekisako. 
isib. Unganikela amacezu ngendlela efanekisako ngeeyingilizi 
nanyana amanye amajamo amanengi. Lokhu kungezinye 
zeendlela ezifanekisako:

difference 
(subtraction)

The answer found when subtracting two numbers.
e.g. The difference between 10 and 7 is 3.

umahluko 
(ukukhupha)

Ipendulo etholakala lokha nakukhutjhwa iinomboro ezimbili.
isib. Umahluko phakathi kwe-10 ne-7 ku-3.

difference in 
time

The amount of time between two given times. umahluko 
ngokwesikhathi

Inani lesikhathi hlangana neenkhathi ezimbili ezinikelweko.

different Things that are not the same. ukwehluka Izinto ezingafaniko.

2-digit/3-digit A digit is a symbol used to show a number.
e.g. 25 is a 2-digit number. 356 is a 3-digit number.

amadijithi ama-2/ 
amadijithi ama-3

Idijithi litshwayo elisetjenziselwa ukutjengisa inomboro.
isib. Ama-25 yinomboro yamadijithi ama-2.
Ama-356 yinomboro yamadijithi ama-3.

digit A digit is a symbol that is used to represent the numbers 1–9  
and 0. The digits we use are 0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9.
e.g. 49 is made up of 2 digits, namely, 4 and 9.
205 is made up of 3 digits, namely, 2, 0 and 5.

idijithi Idijithi litshwayo elisetjenzisiweko ukujamela iinomboro  
u-1 ukufika ku-0. Amadijithi asetjenziswako ngila: 0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 
7, 8 no-9.
isib. U-49 wakheke ngamadijithi amabili, u-4 kanye no-9. 
Ama-205 akheke ngamadijithi amathathu, u-2, u-0 no-5.
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digital clock A clock using numbers, not hands to 
tell the time.

03:30

iwatjhi epanyazako Le yiwatjhi esebenzisa iinomboro, 
ayinayo imikhono etjengisa isikhathi.

03:30

direction The line along which anything moves, points or lies.
e.g. When you write in your book, the direction in which you write 
is from left to right.

ikombatjhuba Umuda lapha okuthileko kukhamba, kutjengisa nanyana kulele 
khona.
isib. Lokha nawutlolela ngencwadini yakho, uthoma ngesandleni 
sesincele uye ngesandleni sokudla. Lelo likombatjhuba.

distance The length between two points. If you measure a distance you 
find out how far it is from one point to another.

ibanga Ubude obuhlangana neendawo ezimbili. Nangabe umeda 
ibanga uthola bona kude kangangani ukusuka kwenye indawo 
uye kwenye.

distributive 
property

When a number which is broken down is multiplied/divided by 
another number you must multiply/divide both parts of the 
broken down number. This is applying the distributive property.
e.g. (30 + 4) ÷ 3

= (30 ÷ 3) + (4 ÷ 3)
= 10 + 1 rem 1
= 11 rem 1

ihlelo elabiweko Lokha inomboro ekghedlhiweko nayibuyelelwako/ihlukaniswe 
ngenye inomboro kufanele uhlukanise nanyana ubuyelele 
iingcenyezo zombili zenomboro ekghedlhiweko. Lokhu kutjho 
ukusebenzisa indlela yehlelo elabiweko.
isib. (30 + 4) ÷ 3

= (30 ÷ 3) + (4 ÷ 3)
= 10 + 1 isalela 1 
= 11 isalela 1

divide/dividing/
division

The operation that involves sharing or grouping numbers.
e.g. 8 ÷ 2 = 4

hlukanisa/ 
ukuhlukanisa

Isibalo esifaka hlangana ukwabelana nanyana iinomboro 
ezisiqhema.
isib. 8 ÷ 2 = 4

domain The set of all x-values (or input values) is called the domain of  
a relation or function.

isede Isede yobungako boke buka-x (namkha ubungako obufakwako) 
kubizwa ngokuthiwa yisede yalokho okuhlobeneko namkha 
umsebenzi. 

dot cards Cards that show the numbers 0–10 
using dots in a ten frame.

amakarada 
anamacaphazi

Amakarada atjengisa iinomboro 
ukusukela ku-0 ukuyokufika kuli-10 
kusetjenziswe amacaphazi efreyimini 
yetjhumi.
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double/doubles When a number is twice as much as another number it is called 
the double of the other number.
e.g. 14 is double 7.

ukubuyelela kabili Kulokha inomboro nayibuyelelwe kabili ukudlula enye inomboro.
isib. I-14 libuyelelwe kabili kune-7. 

doubling Multiplying by 2. ukubuyelela Ukubuyelela ngaku-2.

down The opposite of up.
e.g. I put the cup down on the table. 
This arrow is pointing down.

phasi Igama elingatjho phezulu.
isib. Ngibeka ikopi phasi etafuleni. 
Isungulweli liqale phasi.

dozen There are 12 items in a dozen.
e.g. 2 dozen eggs = 24 eggs.

idazeni Kunezinto ezili-12 kudazeni.
isib. Amadazeni ama-2 wamaqanda = amaqanda ama-24.

Ee
early Near to the beginning.

e.g. Early in the morning the birds like to sing.
ekuseni Pheze ekuthomeni.

isib. Ekuseni khulu iinyoni ziyathanda ukuvuma.

edge Where two faces of a solid figure meet. umqoqo Lapha ubuso obu-2 bedijithi eliliqa 
buhlangana khona.

eighth/eighths A fraction that is made by finding eight equal-sized parts of  
the whole.

okukodwa kobunane Leli licezu elakhiwe ngokufunyana iingcezu ezibunane 
ezilinganako zokupheleleko.

empty Holding or containing nothing. nganalitho Isimumathi asinalitho.
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enlargement To increase the size of a figure 
without changing its shape.

ukukhulisa Ukungezelela ubukhulu 
bedijithi ngaphandle 
kokutjhugulula ijamo layo. 

equal/equal to Having the same amount or value.
e.g. 10 = 10	 3 kg = 3 kg
3 + 4 = 7	 6 = 8 – 2

kulingana na- Lokha nawunenani nanyana ubungako obulinganako. 
isib. 10 = 10	 3 kg = 3 kg
3 + 4 = 7	 6 = 8 – 2

equal sharing When you share by giving the same amount to each person.
e.g. Each child gets three sweets.

kuyalingana Lokha nawabela omunye nomunye umuntu ngokulingana.
isib. Umntwana omunye nomunye ufunyana amaswidi 
amathathu.

equally In equal parts.
e.g. If you share 10 sweets equally between 2 friends, each 
should get 5 sweets.

ngokulingana Iingcenye ngokulingana.
isib. Nanabelana amaswidi ali-10 ngokulingana hlangana 
nabangani ababili, kufanele nithole ama-5 ngamunye.

equidistant The same distance apart.
e.g. The numbers 5 and 9 are equidistant from the number 7 
(they are both 2 away from 7).

ibanga elifanako Ibanga elifanako ngokuba maqalanga.
isib. Iinomboro uku-5 ne-9 zinebanga elifanako ukusukela 
enomborweni ye-7 (zombili zimaqalanga ngaku-2 kuli-7).

equivalent 
fractions

Equivalent fractions are fractions which have the same value.
e.g. One half is equivalent to two quarters.

amacezu alinganako Amacezu alinganako macezu anobungako obulinganako.
isib. Ihafu eyodwa ilingana namakota amabili.

estimate An ‘educated guess’ not just a wild guess.
e.g. Rounded numbers are sometimes used as estimates in order 
to do an approximate or rough calculation.  
39 + 39 ≈ 40 + 40 = 80

linganisa ‘Ukufunisela okuhlakaniphileko’ hayi nje ukufunisela 
okuhlahlathako.
isib. Iinomboro ezitjhidezwe eduze ngesinye isikhathi 
zisetjenziswa njengokulinganisa ukuze kwenziwe isibalo 
esinembako nanyana ukubala okutlhatlhabejako.
39 + 39 ≈ 40 + 40 = 80

evening The end part of the day, towards the night. It starts at around 
sunset.

ebusuku Kuphela kwengcenye yelanga, ukuya ebusuku. Buthoma ilanga 
nalitjhingako.

even numbers Numbers that are divisible by 2.
e.g. 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12 are the even numbers.

iinomboro 
ezihlukaniseka 
ngakubili

Iinomboro ezihlukaniseka ngaku-2.
isib. 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12 ziinomboro ezihlukaniseka ngakubili.
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expanded 
notation

When you write out a number by breaking it down, you write it 
using expanded notation.
e.g. 197 in expanded notation is 100 + 90 + 7.

ukwandisa 
ngokucozulula 

Lokha nawutlola inomboro ngokobana uyikghedlhe usebenzise 
indlela yokwandisa ngokucozulula.
isib. 197 ngokwandisa ngokucozulula kuba ngilokhu 100 + 90 + 7.

explain When you say how something works. To make it clear (in detail) 
how something works. To make the meaning of something clear 
or understandable.

hlathulula Lokha nawutjhoko kobana into ethileko isebenze njani. 
Ukuyiveza ikhanye (ngokupheleleko) utjho kobana isebenza 
njani. Ukuveza lokho okutjhiwoko kube semkhanyweni nanyana 
kuzwakale kuhle. 

exponential 
expression

Has a base and an exponent.  
The number 5 in the expression 52 
is the base and the small 2 is the 
exponent. The exponent 2 indicates 
that the number of 5 is multiplied by 
itself twice. 52

ihlanganisela 
yombuyelelo

Ihlanganisela yombuyelelo sinesisekelo 
nombuyeleli. Inomboro yesi-5 
kuhlanganisela ye-52 sisekelo bese 
kuthi uku-2 omncani esandleni 
esiphezulu sesidla kuku-52 ibizwa 
ngokuthiwa mbuyeleli. Umbuyeleli 
wesi-2 utjengisa bona inomboro uku-5 
uzibuyelelwe kabili.

52

extend
(a pattern)

To add terms to a given pattern. To do this you need to find the 
rule for the pattern.
e.g. Extend the pattern by giving the next 3 terms in the pattern: 
4, 9, 14
Rule: Add 5 each time to get the next term.  
Extended pattern: 4, 9, 14, 19, 24, 29

yelula (iphetheni) Ukungezelela inomboro ephethenini enikelweko. Ukwenza lokhu 
kumele uzifunyanele umthetho.
isib. Yelula iphetheni ngokuthi unikele iinomboro ezintatu 
ezilandelako ephethenini le: 4, 9, 14
Umthetho; njalo hlanganisa no-5 ukufunyana inomboro 
elandelako.
Yelula iphetheni: 4, 9, 19, 24, 29

Ff
face The flat surface of a 3-D object.

e.g. You can see three of the faces of 
this prism (box shape).

ubuso Ihlangothi elisipara lejamo 
elinamahlangothi ama-3.
isib. Ungakghona ukubona buthathu 
kobuso bephrizimu (ijamo lebhoksi).

family fact A collection of related addition facts made from the same 
numbers.

Isibalo esilingana 
nesinye

Libuthelelo lokuhlanganisa iinomboro ezikhambelanako ezibuya 
eenomborweni ezifanako.

fast/faster Goes quickly.
e.g. The car goes fast. It goes faster than I can walk.

msinya/msinya 
khulu

Kukhamba msinya.
isib. Ikoloyi ikhamba msinya. Ikhamba msinya khulu 
kunangendlela engikhamba ngayo.

few Not many. A small number. okuncani Okungasikunengi. Inomboro encani.
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fewer than Less than, smaller in number. Use for counting objects.
e.g. There are fewer dogs than cats.

okuncani kuna- Okumbalwa kuna, okuncani ngenani. Okusetjenziselwa ukubala 
izinto.
isib. Kunezinja ezimbalwa kunabokatsu.

fewest The smallest in number. okuncani khulu Inomboro encani khulu.

fifth/fifths A fraction that is made by finding five equal sized parts of the 
whole.

okukodwa kokuhlanu Icezu elakhiwe ngokufunyana iingcezu ezihlanu ezilinganako 
zento epheleleko.

finger width The width of your finger, used to measure length/thickness of 
something else.
e.g. This stem is about one finger width in thickness.

ububanzi bomuno Ububanzi bomuno wakho bungasetjenziswa ukumeda ubude/
ubumabhombho bokhunye. 
isib. Isiqu simayelana nobubanzi bomuno owodwa ngobudege.

first, second, 
third, fourth, etc.

Numbers that give a position in a sequence. See ordinal 
numbers.

kokuthoma, kwesibili, 
kwesithathu, 
kwesine, njll.

Iinomboro ezinikela indawo ngokulandelana. Qala iinomboro 
ezijayelekileko.

fives When things or objects come in groups of five.
e.g. We can count: 5, 10, 15  
We can say: 3 groups of 5 or 5 + 5 + 5 or 3 × 5.

ngakuhlanu Lokha izinto ziza ngamabuthelelo wangakuhlanu. 
isib. Singabala: 5, 10, 15
Singatjho sithi: Amabuthelelo ama-3 wangaku-5 nanyana sithi  
5 + 5 + 5 nanyana sithi 3 × 5.

flard cards Cards that are used to show 
numbers broken down 
according to place value.

amafletjhikarada Amakarada asetjenziselwa 
ukutjengisa iinomboro 
ezihlukaniswe ngokuya 
ngobukhulu bedijithi.

flat Something which is not curved. A 3-D 
object can have flat sides (faces).
e.g. The faces (sides) of this cube are 
all flat.

sipara Into engazombiko. Into yamahlangothi 
amathathu i-3-D ingaba 
namahlangothi asipara (ubuso) 
bamakhyubhu la busipara.
isib. Ubuso (amahlangothi) wekhyubhu 
le woke asipara.
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flat surface A flat surface can rest on a table and not roll. A shape can slide 
on a flat surface. See slide/roll.

indawo esipara Indawo esipara ingahlala etafuleni begodu angeze yagedeka. 
Ijamo lingatjhelela endaweni esipara. Qala tjhelela/gedeka.

foot length The length of your foot, used to 
measure length of something else.
e.g. Mark the number of foot lengths, 
from heel to toe.

ubude benyawo Ubude benyawo lakho, 
bebusetjenziswa ukumeda ohkunye 
okuthileko.
isib. Tshwaya inani lobude benyawo 
ukusuka esithendeni kuye ezwaneni.

formal unit An accepted standard unit used when you measure.
e.g. A kilogram is a formal unit for measuring mass and a metre 
is a formal unit for measuring length.

iyunithi ehlelekileko Lizinga leyunithi elamukelekileko elisetjenziswa lokha 
nawumedako.
isib. Ikhilogremu liyiyunithi ehlelekileko yokumeda ubudisi bese 
imitha iba lizinga leyunithi yokumeda ubude. 

forwards Going towards the front.
e.g. When you count forwards the numbers get bigger.

ukuya phambili Ukukhamba uye phambili.
isib. Lokha nawubala uya phambili, iinomboro ziyakhula.

fours When things or objects come in groups of four.
e.g. We can count: 4, 8, 12, 16, 20 
We can say: 5 groups of 4 or 4 + 4 + 4 + 4 + 4 or 5 × 4.

ngakune Lokha izinto nanyana okuthileko kuza ngamabuthelelo 
wangakune. 
isib. Singabala sithi: 4, 8, 12, 16, 20
Singatjho sithi: amabuthelelo ama-5 wangaku-4 nanyana  
4 + 4 + 4 + 4 + 4 nanyana sithi 5 × 4.

fraction circles Circles which have been divided up into 
fraction parts.
e.g. This circle has been divided into 
halves.

iiyingilizi zamacezu Iiyingilizi zamacezu ezihlukaniswe 
ngokweengcenye zamacezu.
isib. Isiyingilizesi sihlukaniswe saba 
yihafu.

fraction squares Squares which have been divided up 
into fraction parts.
e.g. This square has been divided into 
sixths.

amacezu weenkwere Iinkwere ezihlukaniswe 
ngokweengcenye zamacezu.
isib. Isikweresi sihlukaniswe 
ngokwesithandathu.
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fraction strips Strips that have been drawn to 
illustrate fraction parts.
e.g. A fraction strip showing fifths.  
One fifth has been shaded.

imitletle yamacezu Imitletle edwetjiweko ukutjengisa 
iingcenye zamacezu.
isib. Umtletle wecezu kokuhlanu. 
Kokuhlanu okukodwa sekufiphaziwe.

fraction table A table that has been drawn to 
illustrate fraction parts.
e.g. A fraction table showing a whole, 
halves, quarters and fifths.

ithebula yamacezu Ithebula edwetjiweko ukutjengisa 
iingcenye zamacezu.
isib. Ithebula yamacezu etjengisa 
okupheleleko, amakota kanye 
nokwesihlanu.

fraction wall A combination of fraction strips, drawn 
together to show the relative sizes of 
fractions. It looks a bit like a wall made 
of bricks which are different sizes.
e.g. A fraction wall showing a whole, 
halves, thirds and quarters. From this 
fraction wall you can see that one third 
is greater than one quarter.

iboda/umthangala 
wamacezu

Ihlanganisela yemitletle yamacezu, 
edwetjiweko ukutjengisa 
ukukhambelana kwamacezu. Kufana 
kancani nomthangala owenziwe 
ngeentina ezingalinganiko. 
isib. Umthangala wecezu otjengisa 
okupheleleko, amahafu, kokuthathu 
kanye namakota. Ukusukela 
kilomthangala wecezu ungakghona 
ukubona bona kunye kwesithathu 
kungaphasi kwekota.

fractions Parts of a whole.
e.g. Half, third, quarter.

amacezu Iingcenye zokupheleleko.
Isib. Ihafu, okukodwa kokuthathu, ikota.

frequency The number of times a data item occurs. kanenginengi Inani into enemininingwana ebuyelelwe ngalo.

frequency table A table used to record frequencies. A tally is often used to count 
up the frequencies. 

Favourite colour

Colour Tally Total (frequency)

red e 5

blue eA 6

yellow AAAA 4

green ee 10

itheyibula 
yakanenginengi

Itheyibula elisetjenziselwa ukurikhoda okwenzeka kanenginengi. 
Ukuvumelanisa ngokubala kanengi kuyasetjenziswa ukubala 
okwenzeka kanenginengi.

Imibala ethandekako

Umbala      Ukuvumelana Inani loke 
(kanenginengi)

obovu e 5

ohlaza 
okwesibhakabhaka eA 6

osarulani AAAA 4

ohlaza satjani ee 10
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front The part which is on the side of the 
face or at the beginning.
e.g. Here you can see the front and the 
back of a car. Also, if ten people are in 
a line, the first one is the one in front.

ngaphambili Yingcenye esehlangothini lobuso 
nanyana ekuthomeni.
isib. Lapha uyakghona ukubona 
ingaphambili kanye nengemva 
lendlulamithi. Okhunye godu, nangabe 
abantu abalitjhumi basemjejeni, munye 
wabo nangabe ungaphambili.

full Not able to hold or contain any more. kuzele Isimumathi asisakwazi ukumumatha 
okudlula lapho.

function A relation that describes that there should be only one output for 
each input (or) we can say that a special kind of relation (a set 
of ordered pairs), which follows a rule i.e., every x-value should 
be associated with only one y-value.

itjhebiswano lombalo Itjhebiswano lombalo kuhlobana okuhlathulula bona 
kufanele kube ngokukodwa kwaphela okufakwako mayelana 
nomphumela ngamunye (namkha) singathi mhlobo 
okhethekileko wokuhlobana (isede yamapara ahleliweko), 
elandela umthetho, okutjho bona, obunye nobunye ubungako 
buka-x kufanele bukhambisane nobungako obubodwa 
kwaphela baka-y.

Gg
g Abbreviation for gram.

100 g

g Sirhunyezo segremu.
100 g

geometric 
object/shape

A geometric shape/object is described using geometric 
properties.

into/ijamo lejomethri Ijamo lejomethri/into ihlathululwa ngokusebenzisa imikghwa 
yejomethri.

geometric 
pattern

A pattern made using shapes.
e.g. This geometric pattern is 
made by repeating circles.

amaphetheni 
wejiyomethri

Ijamo elakhiwe 
ngokusebenzisa amajamo.
isib. Iphetheni yejiyomethri 
elandelako yakhiwe 
ngokubuyelela iindulungu/
iiyingi.



26

Maths word Explanation/diagram Igama leembalo Umdwebo/ihlathululo

geometric solid A 3-D geometric object.
e.g. A cube made of wood is a geometric solid.

iliqa lejomethri Ijamo lejomethri le-3-D.
isib. Ikhyubhu eyenziwe ngesigodo ililiqa lejomethri.

gram A gram is a smaller unit used to measure mass. There are  
1 000 grams in 1 kilogram.

igremu Igremu liyunithi elincani lokulinganisa imasi. Kukhilogremu 
elilodwa kunamagremu ayi-1 000.

graph A visual representation of a 
function or relation.

1–1–2–3–4–5–6 2 3 4 5 6
x

y

1

–1
–2

–3
–4
–5

–6

2
3

4
5
6

igrafu Ukujamiselela ngesithombe 
kwecezu namkha ukuhlobana.

1–1–2–3–4–5–6 2 3 4 5 6
x

y

1

–1
–2
–3
–4
–5

–6

2
3

4
5
6

graph title The heading of a graph that 
tells you what the graph is 
about.
e.g. This graph is about the 
colours of flowers that were 
collected.

re
d

ye
llo

w

pi
nk

pu
rp

le

Flower colours
isihloko segrafu Isihloko segrafu sikutjela 

kobana igrafu imayelana nani.
isib. Igrafu le imayelana 
nemibala yamathuthumbo 
abuthelelweko. Imibala 
yamathuthumbo.

el
ib

ov
u

el
is

ar
ul

an
i

el
ip

in
ki

el
ip

he
ph

ul
i

Imibala yamathuthumbo

greater than Bigger. The symbol > means greater than.
e.g. 5 > 3 means 5 is greater than 3.

kukhulu kuna- Khulu kuna-. > Itshwayo > litjho ukuthi khulu kuna.
isib. 5 > 3 kutjho kobana uku-5 mkhulu kunoku-3.

greatest Biggest (number).
e.g. Given the numbers 3, 7 and 5, the greatest number is 7.

khulu khulu kuna- (Inomboro) ekulu khulu kuna-.
isib. Nawunikelwe iinomboro 3, 7 kanye no-5, inomboro ekulu 
khulu ngu-7.

grid A rectangle that has been divided up 
into small squares that appear in rows 
and columns.

igridi Irekthengela/uncamane ohlukaniswe 
waba ziinkwere ezincani ezivela 
zimareyi namakholomu.
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group/groups A group is a set of objects that have been put together 
according to a given instruction.
e.g. The flowers are in groups of 5.

ibuthelelo/ 
amabuthelelo

Yisede yezinto ezibekwe ngamabuthelelo ukuya ngokomyalo 
othileko.
isib. Amathuthumbo abekwe ngamabuthelelo wangaku-5.

grouping 
(division)

When you put objects into groups you are ‘grouping’ the objects. 
You can divide numbers by grouping them.
e.g. If you have 15 flowers, how many bunches of 5 flowers each 
can you make? (15 ÷ 5 = )

15 ÷ 5 = 3

ukubuthelela 
(ukuhlukanisa)

Lokha nawubeka izinto ngamabuthelelo uyazibuthelela izinto. 
Ungahlukanisa iinomboro ngokuzibuthelela.
isib. Nangabe unamathuthumbo ali-15, ungaboha iinyanda 
ezingaki zamathuthumbo ama-5 inyanda ngayinye? (15 ÷ 5 = )

15 ÷ 5 = 3

groups of/ 
lots of

When things are put together they are called ‘groups of’ things 
or ‘lots of’ things.
e.g. Below there are three groups of five OR three lots of five.

amabuthelelo 
wangaku-/ubunengi 
bezinto

Lokha izinto nazibekwe ndawonye zibizwa ‘ngamabuthelelo 
wezinto wezinto nanyana izinto ezinengi’.
isib. Ngenzasi lapha kunamabuthelelo amathathu wangakuhlanu 
NANYANA okunengi okuthathu kokuhlanu.

Hh
half full A container which has been filled to 

half of its capacity, or which is holding 
half of the total amount that it can 
hold, is half full.

ihafu yokuzeleko Isimumathi esinetlelezi 
elisesilinganisweni esiyihafu nanyana 
esimumethe inani eliyihafu yalokho 
okuzeleko.

half/halves One of two equal parts. There are  
2 halves in a whole.

ihafu/amahafu Ingcenye eyodwa yeengcenye ezimbili 
ezilinanako. Kunamahafu ama-2 
wokupheleleko.
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halving, halve, 
finding halves

To divide/cut something into two parts of equal size or number. ukuhafula/ihafu/ 
ukufunyana 
amahafu

Ukuhlukanisa/ukusika okuthileko kube ziinqetjhana ezimbili 
ezilinganako.

handspan Handspan is the gap between your 
thumb and smallest finger when your 
hand is stretched out like this.

isikhala sesandla Isikhala sesandleni kusikhala 
esihlangana nothubhakghuru wakho 
notsetserwana lokha isandla sakho 
nasilulwa bunje. 

heavy, heavier, 
heaviest

Objects which have a great mass are 
heavy. The heaviest object (of a group 
of objects) is the one with the greatest 
mass.
e.g. The car is heavy, the taxi is heavier 
the truck is the heaviest.

budisi, budisana, 
budusi khulu

Izinto ezinemasi ekulu zibudisi. Izinto 
ezibudisi khulu (ezintweni ezibudisi) 
ngileyo enobudisi obukhulu.
isib. Ikoli le ibudisi, iteksi ebudisana, 
itrogo ibudisi khulu.

height The measurement of length from top  
to bottom.

ubude Ukumeda ubude ukusukela phezulu 
ukuya phasi. 

hexagon Six-sided shape. ihekzagoni Ijamo elifiphazwe kasithandathu. 
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high/higher 
than

Can be used to compare 
height.
e.g. This school building is high. 
It is higher than that house.

phezulu kuna- Ingasetjenziselwa 
ukumadanisa ubude.
isib. Umakhiwo wesikolo lesi 
uphezulu. Uphezuldlwana 
kunendlu.

higher number A number which is the bigger one of a pair of numbers.
e.g. If I have the numbers 39 and 56, 56 is the higher number.

inomboro 
ephezudlwana

Inomboro engekudlwana engenye yepara yeenomboro.
isib. Nangabe ngineenomboro ama-39 nama-56, ama-56 
ayinomboro ephezudlwana.

historical 
events/
historical days

Events we celebrate that happened in the past.
e.g. 27 April is Freedom Day. It is celebrated to remember the 
first free elections in South Africa.

izehlakalo 
ezinomlando/ 
amalanga 
anomlando

Amalanga agidingwako anezehlakalo. Ezenzaka esikhathini 
esadlulako.
isib. Mhlana ama-27 kusihlabantangana, lilanga lekululeko. 
Ilanga leli ligidingwa ukukhumbula amakhethe atjhaphulukileko 
nekwaba ngewokuthoma eSewula Afrika.

horizontal Going from side to side, like the horizon. ukuvundla Ukukhamba usuke kelinye ihlangothi 
uye ngakelinye.

12-hour time A day has 24 hours. There are two 12 hour periods in one day.  
In 12-hour time the time is measured as am (from 12 midnight  
to 12 noon) and pm (from 12 noon to 12 midnight).

isikhathi sama-iri 
angange-12

Ilanga linama-iri ama-24. Kunama-iri ali-12 amabili elangeni 
elilodwa. Esikhathini esingangama-iri ali-12 isikhathi simedwa 
ngokwe-am (ukusukela e-ema-irini ali-12 phakathi kobusuku 
ukuya kuma-iri ali-12 emini) bese i-pm (ukusukela ema-irini ali-12 
emini ekulu ukuya kuma-iri ali-12 phakathi kobusuku). 

hours/half 
hours/quarter 
hours

A unit of time equal to 60 minutes (hour). Half an hour has  
30 minutes. Quarter of an hour has 15 minutes.

ama-iri/ihafu
ama-iri/ikota
ama-iri

Liyunithi lesikhathi elingana nemizuzu ema-60 (li-iri). Ihafu ye-iri 
ilingana nemizuzu ema-30. Ikota ye-iri ilingana nemizuzu eli-15.

how many? The number of things.
e.g. How many flowers are there?  
There are 5.

kungaki? Inani lezinto.
isib. Kunamathuthumbo amangaki? 
Kunamathuthumbo ama-5.

how much? The amount of something.
e.g. How much water is in that bottle?  
A lot of water – the bottle is full.

5ℓ

kungaki? Inani lokuthileko.
isib. Mamanzi angangani 
ngebhodlelweni? Mamanzi amanengi – 
ibhodlelo lizele. 5ℓ
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hundreds When things or objects come in groups of a hundred.
e.g. We can count: 100, 200, 300, 400 
We can say: 4 groups of 100 or 100 + 100 + 100 + 100 or 4 × 100.

amakhulu Lokha izinto nanyana okhunye kuhlangana ngokweenqhema 
zekhulu.
isib. Singabala bunje: 100, 200, 300, 400 
Singathi: iinqhema ezi-4 zama-100, nanyana 100 + 100 + 100 + 
100, nanyana 4 × 100.

Ii
identify Recognise and name. tjengisa Ukukhumbula nokutjho.

improper 
fraction

A fraction whose numerator is greater than its denominator. 
e.g. 53 is an improper fraction.

macezu 
angalinganiko

Icezu lelo inomboro ephezulu iyikulu kunenomboro engaphasi 
komuda.
isib. 53 macezu angalinganiko.

incline To slope or slant. ukutjeka Tjeka nanyana yehlela.

increase Make bigger or larger. ukwandisa/yanda Ukwenza into ibe yikulu.

index finger The finger between the thumb and the 
longest finger. The index finger is the 
finger most often used for pointing.

ukhombabantu Umuno ohlangana 
kwakathubhakghuru kanye nomuno 
omude khulu/nophakatjhana. Mumuno 
kanengi osetjenziselwe ukukhomba.

informal 
measurement

Measuring using non-standard units.
e.g. If you find out how wide your school desk is by using  
your hand.

ukumeda okungekho 
emthethweni

Ukumeda ngokusebenzisa amayunithi angekho emthethweni.
isib. Lokha nawufunyana kobana ideski lakho esikolweni libanzi 
kangangani ngokusebenzisa ipama yesandla sakho. 
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informal unit When you measure informally, you use 
informal units of length.
e.g. If you measure the width of your 
school desk using your hand, you are 
using your hand-span as an informal 
unit. (Hand-span is the gap between 
your thumb and smallest finger when 
your hand is stretched out like this.)

amayunithi angekho 
emthethweni

Lokha nasimeda 
ngokungasisemthethweni, sisebenzisa 
amayunithi angekho emthethweni 
wobude.
isib. Nawumeda ububanzi bedeski 
lakho esikolweni ungasebenzisa 
isandla, ipama yesandla sakho 
njengeyunithi engekho emthethweni. 
Ipama yesandla yindawo 
esuka kuthubhakghuru beyifike 
kutsetserwana lokha nawuvule isandla 
sakho njengesibonelweni. 

information A meaningful collection of facts or data. ilwazi Ibuthelelo elizwakalako lamaphuzu nanyana idatha.

in front of 
(position)

A number or numbers which comes 
before another number.
e.g. 4 is in front of 5 and 6. 

Things can be in a position ‘in front of’ 
other things.
e.g. The tree is in front of the car.

3 4 5 6

ngaphambi kwe-
(ubujamo)

Inomboro nanyana iinomboro eziza 
ngaphambi kwenye inomboro.
isib. U-4 uza ngaphambi kwaka-5 no-6.

Izinto zingaba sendaweni ‘ngaphambi’ 
kwenye into.
isib. Umuthi ungaphambi kwekoloyi.

3 4 5 6

input The value or values that are fed into a function. okufakwako Ubungako namkha ubungako obufakwa emsebenzini. 
Ubungako obufakwa etjhebiswaneni lombalo.

integers The set of whole numbers that includes positive numbers, 
negative number and the number zero.

iinomboro 
ezipheleleko

Isede yeenomboro ezipheleleko ezifaka hlangana iinomboro 
eziphosethivu, inomboro ebegethivu nenomboro iziro. 

interpret (data) To explain the meaning. ukuhlathulula 
(idatha)

Ukuhlathulula ihlathululo.

interval The gap between – it could be a time interval or an interval in 
numbers (the size of the gap in a number pattern).
e.g. There is an interval of 1 hour between 3 o’clock and 4 o’clock. 
The interval in the number pattern 15, 30, 45, 60 is 15.

ikhefu Isikhala hlangana – kungaba likhefu lesikhathi nanyana likhefu 
ngokweenomboro (isayizi yesikhala kuphetheni yeenomboro.
isib. Kunekhefu le-iri li-1 hlangana ne-iri lesi-3 ne-iri lesi-4. Ikhefu 
ephethenini lenomboro ye-15, 30, 45, 60 yi-15.
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inverse 
operation

An operation that undoes what another operation does.
e.g. Addition and subtraction are inverse operation.  
30 + 55 = 85 and 85 – 55 = 30

ukusebenza 
ngokuhlanakela

Isibalo esingenzi lokho esinye isibalo esikwenzako. 
isib. Ukuhlanganisa nokukhupha kusebenza ngokuhlanakela. 
30 + 55 = 85 bese 85 – 55 = 30

investigate Find out about something by looking around for information. ukuphenya Funisisa ngento ngokuqala elwazini elikhona.

Jj
just after Something which follows straight after what you have. This is an 

informal expression.
e.g. The number just after 5 is 6.

ngemva nje Into elandela enye ngemva nje kwaleyo ebeyenziwa.  
Le yikulumo engekho emthethweni.
isib. Inomboro eza nje ngemva kwaka-5 ngu-6.

just as many as The same number as. 
e.g. There are just as many 
balls as boxes in this drawing. 
(There are 4 balls and  
4 boxes.)

njengombana 
kukunengi kuna na-

Inomboro efanako 
njengesibonelweni. 
isib. Kuneembholo ezinengi 
njengamabhoksi emgwalweni 
ongenzasi. (Kunamabholo 
ama-4 namabhoksi ama-4.)

just before Something which comes immediately before what you have. 
This is an informal expression. 
e.g. The number just before 11 is 10.

ngaphambili nje 
kancani

Into eza msinya ngaphambi kwaleyo ezokwenziwa. Le yikulumo 
engekho emthethweni.
isib. Inomboro eza ngaphambi kwaka-11 ngu-10.

Kk
key (data 
graph)

A key on a pictograph tells us how 
many each picture stands for. Key

  = 1

ikomba 
(imininingwana 
kugrafu)

Ikomba kusithombemgwalo isitjela 
bona isithombe esinye nesinye sijamele 
izinto ezingaki. 

Ikomba

  = 1

kilogram A standard metric unit used to measure mass. The abbreviation 
for kilogram is kg. The mass of 1 kg is the same everywhere in  
the world.

ikhilogremu Silinganiso esisemthethweni sokumeda imasi. Isirhunyezo 
sekhilogremu sithi kg. Imasi ye-1 kg iyafana iphasi loke.

kilometre A standard metric unit for measuring distance. ikhilomitha Iyunithi yokumeda ibanga.
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kitchen scale A scale that is used to measure mass. 
You put it on a counter and some 
goods in the scale, and then you can 
read the mass of the goods. 
e.g. You can find the mass of butter 
when you are cooking.

0 1
2
3

456
7

8
9

isikala sekhwitjhini Isikala esisetjenziselwa ukumeda 
ubudisi. Usibeka ekhawuntareni bese 
kuba khona into oyibeka esikaleni 
ngemva kwalokho ufunde ubudisi 
bento oyibekileko leyo.
isib. Ungathola ubudisi bebhotere lokha 
nawuphekako.

0 1
2
3

456
7

8
9

kg Abbreviation for kilogram.

5 kg

i-kg Isirhunyezo sekhilogremu.

5 kg

km Abbreviation for kilometre. i-km Isirhunyezo sekhilomitha.

Ll
label A label tells you what something is. leyibula Ileyibula iyakutjela kobana into leyo yini.

larger Bigger. khudlwana Into ekulu.

late Not on time.
e.g. If you are late for a lesson you arrive after the lesson has 
started.

ukuba lada Kungenzeki kwento ngesikhathi.
isib. Nangabe uladelwe esifundweni ufika isifundo sesithomile.

later Not right now. lokha Ingasi khona nje.
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least Smallest number.
e.g. The first child has the least 
apples.

okuncani khulu Inomboro engencani khulu.
isib. Umntwana wokuthoma 
unamahabhula ambalwa.

least common 
(data)

The things of which there are 
the lowest number.
e.g. In the pictograph on the 
right, purple flowers are the 
least common.

re
d

ye
llo

w

pi
nk

pu
rp

le

Flower colours okungasikunengi/
okungakavami 
(idatha)

Izinto ezinenani eliphasi.
isib. Igrafu yesithombe 
esandleni sokudla 
amathuthumbo aphephuli 
ngiwo amancani angakavami.

el
ib

ov
u

el
is

ar
ul

an
i

el
ip

in
ki

el
ip

he
ph

ul
i

Imibala yamathuthumbo

left/left hand 
side

Your body has a left side and a right 
side. The left hand is on the left side of 
the body.

left right

isincele/ihlangothi 
lesandla sesinceleni

Umzimbakho unehlangothi lesincele 
Kanye nelesidla. Isandla sesincele 
sisehlangothini lesincele lomzimba.

isincele isidla

left over 
(subtraction)

What remains when you have subtracted.
e.g. If I have 10 marbles and I give away 4 then I have 6 marbles 
left over.

isalela (ukukhupha) Lokho okusalako lokha nawukhuphileko.
isib. Nanginamamabula ali-10 bese ngiphana ngama-4 yeke 
ngisana namamabula asithandathu aba yisalela. 

length The measurement of ‘how long’ something is. The measurement 
from end to end of an object.

ubude Ubude obutjhoko kobana ‘into yide kangangani’. Ubude bento 
kusuka ekuthomeni kuyokufika ekugcineni.

length of time An amount of time that has passed.
e.g. The length of your maths lesson is 90 minutes.

ubude besikhathi Inani lesikhathi esele sidlulile.
isib. Ubude besifundo sakho seembalo mizuzu ema-90. 
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less When there are fewer of something.
e.g. I have 4 oranges and you have 6 oranges. I have fewer 
oranges than you have. 4 is less than 6.

imbijana/amancani Lokha izinto nazimbalwa.
isib. Nginama-orentji ama-4 bese wena unama-orentji asi-6.  
Mina ngiphethe ama-orentji ayimbijana kunewakho. Ku-4 
kungaphasi kwesi-6.

less than Smaller. The symbol < means less than.
e.g. We read 4 < 9 as “4 is less than 9”. This is true because 4 is  
a smaller number than 9.

ncani kune- Ncani kune-. Itshwayo < litjho kobana kuncani kunokhunye.
isib. Sifunda 4 < 9 njengombana kutjho bona inomboro u-4 
yincani kunenomboro u-9. 

light, lighter, 
lightest

Objects which have a small mass are 
light. The lightest object (of a group 
of objects) is the one with the smallest 
mass.
e.g. The pen is light, the button is 
lighter, the feather is the lightest.

lula, ludlana, lula 
khulu

Izinto ezinemasi encani khulu zilula. 
Izinto ezilula (ebuthelelweni lezinto) 
ngilezo ezinemasi encani khulu. 
isib. Ibholpheni ilula, ikunubhe iludlana, 
isiba lilula khulu.

line A straight path from one point to 
another point.

umuda Indlela enqophileko ukusuka 
ephoyintini elinye iye kelinye.

list When you write a list you write down things under each other.
e.g. A shopping list reminds you what to buy when you go 
shopping.

irhelo Lokha nawutlola irhelo utlola enye into ngaphasi kwenye.
isib. Irhelo lezinto oyozithenga esitolo likukhumbuza bona 
kufanele uthenge ini lokha nawuyokuthenga.

litre/litres The standard metric unit which is used to measure volume and 
capacity.

ilitha/amalitha Silinganiso esisemthwethwen esisetjenziswako ukumeda ivolumu 
nomthamo.

long hand and 
short hand on 
clock

These pointers allow us to tell time on 
an analogue clock. The long hand tells 
us the minutes. The short hand tells us 
the hour.
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umkhono omude 
nomkhono omfitjhani 
ewatjhini

Iinkomba lezi zisivumela kobana 
sikwazi ukufunda isikhathi ewatjhini 
ye-analogo. Umkhono omude usitjela 
ngemizuzu bese kuthi omfitjhani 
usitjele ngama-iri.
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long, longer, 
longest

You can compare the lengths of 
different objects using the words long, 
longer and longest.
e.g. This first arrow is long, the second 
arrow is longer, the third arrow is the 
longest. The third arrow is longer than 
the second arrow. It is also longer than 
the first arrow.

-de, -de nyena,  
-de khulu

Ungamadanisa ubude bezinto 
ezahlukahlukeneko ngokusebenzisa 
amagama -de, -de nyana, -de khulu.
isib. Umkhonto wokuthoma mude, 
wesibili mudenyana, wesithathu mude 
khulu. Umkhonto wesithathu mude 
khulu kunewesibili. Begodu mude khulu 
kunowokuthoma.

long time When a lot of time has passed, we say that something has taken 
a long time.

isikhathi eside Nakudlule isikhathi eside, sithi into ithethe isikhathi eside.

lots of/ 
groups of

Objects that have been put together, usually to count them  
more easily.
e.g. The flowers are in lots of OR groups of 5.

inengi/iinqhema 
zalokhu

Izinto ezibekwe ndawonye, esikhathini esinengi ukobana zibalwe 
lula khulu.
isib. Amathuthumbo amanengi khulu kuna NANYANA 
angeenqhema zaku-5.

lower number A number which is the smaller one of a pair of numbers.
e.g. If I have the numbers 39 and 56, 39 is the lower number.

inomboro engaphasi Inomboro engileyo encani epareni yeenomboro.
isib. Nangabe ngineenomboro ama-39 nama-56, ama-39 
ayinomboro engaphasi.

low/lower than You can describe the height of an object using the words low 
and lower than.
e.g. This small bridge is low. It is lower than that big bridge.

enzasi khulu/enzasi 
kuna-

Ungahlathulula ukuphakama kwento usebenzisa 
amagamangenzasi/ngenzasi kuna-.
isib. Ibhlorho elincani leli lingenzasi. Lingenzasi khulu kunebhlorho 
elikhulu.
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Mm
makes This word is sometimes used to say “Gives the answer when  

you add.”
e.g. 5 plus 4 makes 9.

kwenza Ngesinye isikhathi igama leli lisetjenziselwa ukutjho “Kukupha 
ipendulo nawuhlanganisako.”
isib. U-5 nakahlanganiswa no-4 kwenza u-9. 

many A lot. A large number. okunengi Okunengi. Inomboro ekulu.

map A drawing which could be formal or informal. It shows you where 
things are. It represents an area.
e.g. You could have a map of your town, a map of your school  
or a map of South Africa.

umebhe Umdwebo ongahleleka nanyana ungahleleki, ukutjengisa bona 
izinto zikuphi. Ujamele indawo.
isib. Ungaba nomebhe wedorobha lakho, umebhe wesikolo 
sakho nanyana umebhe eSewula Afrika.

mass The amount of matter that an object is 
made up of.
e.g. A chicken has a greater mass than 
a cookie.

imasi/ubudisi Inani elithileko into eyenziwe ngalo.
isib. Ikukhu inemasi/inobudisi obukhulu 
kunekuke. 

match Pair up. If you match the 
number names to the number 
of items illustrated, you show 
which number name should  
be paired up with which set  
of items.

two

three

one

ukumadanisa Beka ngeempara. 
Nawumadanisa amabizo 
weenomboro nenani lezinto 
ezitjengisiweko, utjengisa 
bona ngiliphi ibizo lenomboro 
okufanele umadanise  
nayiphi into.

kubili

kuthathu

kunye

Mathematics The study of numbers, rules and symbols. Iimbalo Isifundo seenomboro, imithetho namatshwayo.

measure To find the size or amount of something. This can only be done 
for things that can be measured. 
e.g. You can measure the length, mass, capacity and volume  
of objects.

ukulinganisa Ukufunyana ubukhulu bento nanyana ubungako bento. Lokhu 
kungenzia nje kwaphela ezintweni esingazimeda. 
isib. Ungakwazi ukumeda ubude, imasi/ubudisi, umthamo kanye 
nevolumu yezinto.

measurement The measure of the size of something. You can get 
measurements of lots of different things.
e.g. The measurement of the height of the classroom door is 
about 2 metres.

ukumeda Simedo sobukhulu bento. Ungathola iimedo zezinto ezinengi 
ezihlukeneko.
isib. Isimedo sobude bomnyango wetlasi mamitha ama-2.
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measuring tape A length of tape that has been marked in units that can be used 
to measure length.

itheyibhu yokumeda Itheyibhu ede emeregwe ngokwamayunithi engasetjenziselwa 
ukumeda ubude. 

medium Somewhere in the middle – not very big or small. phakathi naphakathi Endaweni ethileko phakathi – hayo okukhulu khulu nanyana 
okuncani.

method See technique. indlela Qala iqhinga.

metre/metres The standard unit used to measure length in the metric system. imitha/amamitha Iyunithi esemthethweni esetjenziswako ukumeda ubude 
erhelweni lokulingamimitha.

metre stick A ruler or measuring stick that is one metre in length. irula eyimitha Irula nanyana irula yokumeda iyimitha yinye ubude bayo.

million A thousand thousand OR 1 000 000 isigidi Isigidi sesigidi NANYANA 1 000 000

minus Subtract. susa Ukukhupha.

minute A unit of time – there are 60 minutes in an hour. There are  
60 seconds in a minute.

umzuzu Iyunithi yesikhathi – kunemizuzu ema-60 e-irini. Kunem, 
izuzwana ema-60 emzuzwini munye. 

missing Missing numbers in a number sentence are numbers that are not 
written into the given number sentence. You can usually work 
out the missing numbers.
e.g. Find the missing number if 13 +  = 18. The missing number  
is 5.

tlhayelako Iinomboro ‘ezitlhayelako’ mumutjho weenomboro oneenomboro 
ezingakatlolwa emutjhweni weenomboro. Kanengi wena 
ungazifunela iinomboro lezo ezitlhayelako.
isib. Funyana iinomboro ezitlhayelako nangabe u-13 +  = 18
Inomboro etlhayelako ngu-5. 

mixed number A number composed of a whole number and a fraction.
e.g. 3 6

7 is a mixed number. 
inomboromvango Inomboro ebunjwe yinomboro epheleleko kanye necezu.

isib. 3 6
7 kuyinomboromvango.

money We use money to pay for 
goods or services. It comes in 
coins and notes.

imali Sisebenzisa imali ukubhadelela 
ipahla nanyana imisebenzi 
esenzelwe yona. Imali 
iza ingeyesimbi nanyana 
imaphepha.

month A month is a period of time that is about 30 days long.  
A calendar year is broken up into 12 months. Not all months  
have the same number of days.

inyanga Ikhalenda yomnyaka yehlukaniswe ngeenyanga ezili-12, enye 
nenye inyanga pheze ithatha amalanga ama-30. Iinyanga 
azilingani ngamalanga eziwathathathako.
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months of the 
year

January, February, March, April, May, June, July, August, 
September, October, November and December.

iinyanga zomnyaka Janabari, Febherbari, Matjhi, Apreli, Meyi, Juni, Julayi, Arhostesi, 
Septemba, Oktoba, Novemba, Disemba.

more Greater number or amount. khulu nanyana nengi Inomboro nanyana inani elikhulu.

more common 
(data)

Something of which there are 
a greater number than other 
things.
e.g. In the pictograph on the 
right, red flowers are more 
common than pink and purple 
flowers.

re
d

ye
llo

w

pi
nk

pu
rp

le

Flower colours okuvame khulu 
(idatha)

Into lapha kutholakala bona 
zinengi khulu kunezinye izinto.
isib. Egrafini yesithombe 
emathuthumbeni abovu ngiwo 
avame khulu kunalawo apinki 
kanye naphephuli.

el
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Imibala yamathuthumbo

more than Greater than. The symbol > means more/greater than.
e.g. We read 23 > 19 as “23 is greater than 19”.
This is true because 23 is a bigger number than 19.

-khulu kuna- Khulu kuna-. Itshwayo > litjho kobana kukhulu kuba-. 
isib. Sifunda sithi ama-23 > 19 njengokuthi “i-23 likhulu kune-19”. 
Lokhu kuliqiniso ngombana vele ama-23 yinomboro ekulu  
kuno-19.

morning The first part of the day which ends at about noon. ekuseni Ingcenye yokuthoma yelanga, ephela pheze ngemini ekulu.

most The highest number.
e.g. The third child has the 
most apples.

okunengi khulu Inomboro ekulu khulu.
isib. Umntwana wesithathu 
unama-apula amanengi khulu.

multiple The product when you multiply one whole number by another 
whole number.
e.g. 6 is a multiple of 2; 25 is a multiple of 5.

isibalo 
esinomphumela 
wokubuyelela

Mphumela lokha nawubuyabuyelela inomboro eyodwa 
epheleleko ngenye epheleleko.
isib. U-6 sibalo esibuyelelweko saka-2; 25 bemphumela waka-5. 

multiples of 2 The products when you multiply whole numbers by 2.
e.g. 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14 are the first seven multiples of 2.

isibuyabuyelelo 
sangaku-2

Umphumela walokha ubuyelela inimboro epheleleko ngoku-2.
isib. 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14 ziinomboro zokuthoma ezilikhomba 
ezibuyelelwe ngo-2.

multiples of 3 The products when you multiply whole numbers by 3.
e.g. 3, 6, 9, 12, 15, 18, 21 are the first seven multiples of 3.

isibuyabuyelelo 
sangaku-3

Umphumela walokha ubuyabuyelela iinomboro ezipheleleko 
ngaku-3.
isib. 3, 6, 9, 12, 15, 18, 21 ziinomboro zokuthoma ezilikhoma 
ezisibuyabuyelelo sangaku-3.
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multiples of 4 The products when you multiply whole numbers by 4.
e.g. 4, 8, 12, 16, 20, 24, 28 are the first seven multiples of 4.

isibuyabuyelelo 
sangaku-4

Umphumela walokha ubuyabuyelela iinomboro ezipheleleko 
ngaku-4.
isib. 4, 8, 12, 16, 20, 24, 28 ziinomboro zokuthoma ezilikhomba 
ezisibuyabuyelelo sangaku-4.

multiples of 5 The products when you multiply whole numbers by 5.
e.g. 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30, 35 are the first seven multiples of 5.

isibuyabuyelelo 
sangaku-5

Umphumela lokha nawubuyabuyelela iinomboro ezipheleleko 
ngaku-5.
isib. 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30, 35 ziinomboro zokuthoma ezilikhomba 
ezibuyabuyelelwe ngaku-5. 

multiplication The operation that involves calculating the total of a given 
number of groups.

ukubuyabuyelela Isibalo esifaka hlangana ukubala inani loke leenomboro 
ezinikelweko eenqhemeni. 

multiply When you multiply you carry out the operation of multiplication. 
The answer that you get is called the product.
e.g. 7 × 2 = 14 so we say that 14 is the product of 7 and 2.

buyabuyelela Lokha nawubuyelelako ungaragela phambili nomsebenzi 
wokubuyabuyelela. Ipendulo oyifunyanako ibizwa 
ngomphumela.
isib. 7 × 2 = 14, ngokunjalo-ke sithi i-14 mphumela we-7 naku-2.

Nn
narrower Less wide than.

e.g. The country road is narrower than the highway.
ukuba matsikani Ukuba mrhoswana (kungabi kude khulu) kunokhunye.

isib. Indlela yenarha imatsikani kunaleyo enguthelawalisa.

near double Something that is close to a double.
e.g. 25 is a near double – it is just more than double 12.

okutjhidele 
kokubuyelelwe kabili

Enye into etjhidele kokubuyelelwe kabili.
isib. Ama-25 atjhidele nokubuyelelwe Kabili. Ingaphezulu 
kokubuyelelwe kabili kwe-12.

nearest ten When you round off numbers you see what number they are 
near to. When you round off to the nearest ten, you look for the 
ten that the given number is closest to.
e.g. 59 is closer to 60 than to 50. 60 is the nearest ten to 59.

ukutjhideza etjhumini Lokha nawutjhideza iinomboro ziqale ntanzi bona zitjhidelene 
nayiphi. Lokha nawutjhideza etjhumini, uqala itjhumi okuthi 
leyonomboro onikelwe yona etjhidelene nalo.
isib. Ama-59 atjhidelene khulu nama-60 kunama-50. Ama-60 
atjhidelene khulu ngokwetjhumi nama-59.

negative 
numbers

Numbers that are less than zero. iinomboro 
ezinetshwayo 
lokususa

Iinomboro ezingaphasi kukaziro.
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negative sign The symbol (–) used to indicate a negative quantity. It can also 
be called a minus sign and denote the operation subtraction.

itshwayo lokususa Itshwayo i- (–) lisetjenziselwa ukutjengisa inani elisusiweko. 
Lingabizwa nangokuthi litshwayo lokususa begodu litjho 
ukukhupha. 

net A flat shape that can be folded into a 3-D object. inethi/okuseleko Ijamo elisipara elingabhincwa libe yinto enamahlangothi 
amathathu.

next The one that comes after.
e.g. 14 comes next after 13.

elandelako Lokho okuza ngemva. 
isib. I-14 iza ngemva ilandele i-13.

next to 
(position)

Near to or right after.
e.g. The dog is next to the cat.

e.g. The number symbol 3 is next to the 
number name ‘three’. 3  three

eduze kwe- 
(ubujamo)

Itshwayo lenomboro 3 liseduze kwebizo 
lenomboro yesithathu 3 ntathu 
isib. Inja iseqadi kukakatsu.

isib. Itshwayo lenomboro yesi-3 liseqadi 
kwebizo lenomboro. 3  ntathu

night The time when it is dark, when you are usually asleep. ebusuku Isikhathi lokha nasele kumnyama. Kanengi lokha nasele ulele.

non-geometric 
shape

A shape which is irregular and is not described using geometric 
properties.
e.g. A leaf is a non-geometric shape.

ijamo elingasilo 
lejomethri

Ijamo elingalinganako begodu alihlathululwa ngokusebenzisa 
imikghwa yejomethri.
isib. Ikari lilijamo elingasilo lejomethri.

non-standard The same as informal.
e.g. A non-standard unit for measuring length is the width of 
your hand.

ekungasikho ezingeni Kuyafana nokungekho emthethweni.
isib. Iyunithi engekho emthethweni emeda ubude bubanzi 
besandla sakho.
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non-standard 
measure

The same as informal measure.
e.g. A non-standard unit for measuring length is the width of 
your hand.
e.g. If you find out how wide your school desk is by using your 
hand.

ukumeda 
okungakhambisani 
nezinga

Lokhu kufana nokumeda okungakahleleki, isib. Iyunithi 
elingakhambisani nezinga lokumeda ubude bubanzi besandla 
sakho. 
isib. Nangabe utholisisa ububanzi bedeske lakho bungangani 
ngokusebenzisa isandla sakho. 

non-unitary 
fractions

Fractions that are not unitary fractions. They have a numerator 
which is bigger than 1.
e.g. 45 , 27, etc.

amacezu angasiwo 
amayunithi

Amacezu angasi macezu. Anesalela ekulu kuna-1.
isib. 45 , 27, njll.

number How many things or objects there are. You count to find the 
number of items.

inomboro Zingaki izinto ozibonako? Uyabala ukufunyana inomboro 
yezinto.

number bonds The number pairs that add up to a given number.
e.g. The number bonds of 6 are:
1 + 5 = 6	 2 + 4 = 6
3 + 3 = 6	 4 + 2 = 6
5 + 1 = 6

ukubhonda 
kweenomboro

Iimpara zeenomboro ezithi nazihlanganisiweko bese zinikela 
inomboro enikelweko.
isib. Ukubhonda kweenomboro ekwenza u-6 ngilokhu:
1 + 5 = 6	 2 + 4 = 6
3 + 3 = 6	 4 + 2 = 6
5 + 1 = 6

number cards Cards that show numbers that can be 
used to help learners become familiar 
with number symbols used to write 
numbers.

amakarada 
weenomboro

Amakarada atjengisa iinomboro 
ezingasetjenziswa ukusiza abafundi 
ukobana bajayele amatshwayo 
weenomboro ezisetjenziswako ukutlola 
iinomboro.

number family 
facts

A collection of related addition facts made from the same 
numbers.
e.g. Some of the number family facts of 15 are: 10 + 5; 5 + 5 + 5;  
9 + 6; 3 + 12, and so on.

amaphuzu 
ngomndeni 
weenomboro

Ukubuthelela okuhlanganisa amaphuzu abuya eenomborweni 
ezifanako.
isib. Amanye amaphuzu ngeenomboro zomndeni ngo-15 ngilezi: 
10 + 5; 5 + 5 + 5; 9 + 6; 3 + 12, njalonjalo.
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number grid/
chart

A board with ten rows and ten columns 
numbered from 1 to 100.

amagridi 
weenomboro

Ibhodi enemida elitjhumi kanye 
namakholomu alitjhumi ukusuka ku-1 
kufika e-100.

number line A number line is a line on which numbers can be placed, 
according to their value. The gaps on the number line must be 
drawn accurately.

5 6 7 8 9 100 1 2 3 4

inambalayini Inambalayini mumuda lapha iinomboro zingabekwa ukuya 
ngobukhulu bazo. Iinkhewu kunambalayini kumele zigwalwe 
ngokunembileko.

5 6 7 8 9 100 1 2 3 4

number name/
number word

When you write out a number using words you give the number 
name.
e.g. The number name of 47 is forty-seven.

ibizo lenomboro Lokha nawutlola inomboro usebenzisa amagama usebenzisa 
ibizo lenomboro. 
isib. Ibizo lenomboro 47 ngamagama matjhumi amane nakhomba.

number pairs Pairs (groups of two) of numbers that are put together. iimpara zeenomboro Iimpara (iinqhema zakubili) zeenomboro ezibekwe ndawonye.

number 
pattern/numeric 
pattern

A number/numeric pattern is another name for a number 
sequence or pattern.

iphetheni 
yeenomboro/
amaphetheni 
weenomboro

Iphetheni yeenomboro ngelinye ibizo. Lokulamana/
lokulandelana kweenomboro nanyana kwamaphetheni.

number problem A maths question that has been set using numbers for which  
you need to find the solution.

umraro wenomboro Umbuzo weembalo osedwe ngokusebenzisa iinomboro 
okufanele uthole iinsombululo zazo.

number range A set or group of numbers between given limits. ukuhlukana 
kweenomboro

Isede nanyana isiqhema seenomboro hlangana nemikhawulo 
enikelweko.

number 
sentence

When you use numbers and symbols to express the solution of  
a word problem you write it using a number sentence.
e.g. If I have 5 sweets and you have 7 sweets how many sweets 
do we have altogether? The number sentence expressing this is: 
5 + 7 =  or 5 + 7 = 12.

umutjho 
weenomboro

Lokha nawusebenzisa iinomboro namatshwayo ukutjengisa 
isisombululo somraro wegama olitlolako usebenzise umutjho 
wenomboro. 
isib. Nginamaswidi ama-5. Wena unamaswidi ali-7. Sobabili 
sinamaswidi amangaki sele awoke? Umutjho weenomboro 
oveza lokhu ngilo: 5 + 7 =  nanyana 5 + 7 = 12. 

number 
sequences

Number sequences are patterns of numbers that follow a rule.
e.g. 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, ... are the even numbers, they are a sequence 
of numbers.

ukulamana/ 
ukulandelana 
kweenomboro

Ukulandelana kweenomboro maphetheni weenomboro alandela 
umthetho othileko.
isib. 2, 4, 6, 8,10, 12, ... ziinomboro ezibulingalingana begodu 
ziyalandelana.
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number symbol When you write out a number using symbols (numerals/digits) 
you give the number symbol.
e.g. The number symbol for the number seventy-two is 72.

itshwayo lenomboro Lokha nawutlola inomboro usebenzisa itshwayo (inomboro/ 
idijithi) unikela itshwayo lenomboro.
isib. Itshwayo lenomboro amatjhumi akhomba nakubili lithi: 72.

numeral A symbol used to write a number. The numerals we use are the 
ten digits: 0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9.

inumerali/
kwenomboro

Litshwayo elisetjenziselwa ukutlola inomboro. Amanumerali 
esiwasebenzisako madijithi alitjhumi yi-0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9.

numerator The top number in a fraction numeral which is written using 
symbols.
e.g. 34 (in this fraction 3 is the numerator).

inomboro ephezulu Inomboro ephezulu enomborweni yecezu etlolwe 
ngokusebenzisa amatshwayo. 
isib. 34 (kilelicezu uku-3 uyinomboro ephezulu).

numeric pattern A numeric pattern is another name for a number sequence  
or pattern.
e.g. 20, 40, 60, 80, ...

amaphetheni 
weenomboro 

Iphetheni yeenomboro ngelinye ibizo lokulamanisa iinomboro 
nanyana amaphetheni.
isib. 20, 40, 60, 80, ...

Oo
object (counter) A thing. You can see it. If there are lots you can count them. izinto (iimbali) Ngokuthileko. Ungakubona. Nangabe izinto lezo zinengi, 

ungakwazi ukuzibala.

objects 
3-D (three-
dimensional 
objects)

Objects such as balls (spheres) 
and boxes (prisms).

izinto 
ezinobusobuthathu

Izinto ezifana neembholo 
(iimfyere) amabhoksi 
(amaphrizimu). 

o’clock When you write the time from an 
analogue clock, you use the word 
‘o’clock’.
e.g. It is 8 o’clock.

12
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567
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poro ehloko Lokha nawutlola isikhathi ewatjhini 
eneempondo, usebenzisa igama elithi 
‘poro ehloko’.
isib. Li-iri lobunane (8) poro ehloko.
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odd number A number that is not divisible by 2.
e.g. 3, 15, 29, 55

inomboro 
emswenya/
engalingalinganiko

Inomboro engahlukanisekiko ngo-2.
isib. 3, 15, 29, 55
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on top of 
(position)

When something is above something 
else.
e.g. The ball is on top of the box.

ngaphezulu 
(ubujamo)

Lokha into nayingaphezu kwenye.
isib. Ibholo iphezu kwebhoksi.

one-to-one 
correspondence

When one thing can be matched to another thing.
e.g. If there are 3 children and 3 sweets there is a one-to-one 
correspondence between children and sweets.

ukukhambisana Lokha enye into ingakghona ukumadaniswa nenye into.
isib. Nangabe kunabantwana aba-3 namaswidi ama-3 kutjho 
khona bona kunokukhambisana hlangana nabantwana 
namaswidi. 

opposite In a position across from something 
else.
e.g. The circle and the square are on 
opposite sides of the card.

ukulinganisana Ebujameni obuvundle kwenye into.
isib. Indulungu nesikwere 
zisemahlangothini alinganiseneko 
wekarada.

opposite 
(position)

On the other side.
e.g. When you and your friend sit on either side of a desk at 
school, you are sitting on opposite sides of the desk.

ngakwelinye 
ihlangothi (ubujamo)

Ngakwelinye ihlangothi.
isib. Lokha wena nomnganakho nihlezingakwelinye ihlangothi 
ledeske esikolweni, nihlezi.

order/ordering To order means to sort. You can sort numbers or shapes 
according to size.

ukuhlela/ 
ukurhemisa

Ukuhlela kutjho ukuhlukanisa ngemihlobo. Ungahlela 
ngemihlobo iinomboro nanyana amajamo ukuya ngobukhulu.

ordinal numbers Positions are given by ordinal numbers.
e.g. First, second, third, fourth, etc. according to the number in  
a display.

1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th

inomboro-sikhundla Ubujamo bunikelwa ziinikelwa sikhundla.
isib. Kokuthoma, kwesibili, kwesithathu, njll. Ngokuya kwenani 
eliveziweko.

ny bi tt ne hl tn

organise (data) When you collect data you get all sorts of answers and they  
are not sorted out into categories. When you sort out the data, 
you organise it.

ukuhlela/ukurhemisa 
idatha

Lokha nawubuthelela idatha ufunyana yoke imihlobo 
yeempendulo begodu idatha leyo isuke ingakahlelwa kuhle 
ngokwemikhakha. Lokha nawuhlukanisa idatha ngemihlobo, 
uyayihlela. 

orientation Direction. ukuzejayeza Ilayelo.

output The result or value produced by a function. umphumela Umphumela namkha ubungako obukhiqizwa litjhebiswano 
lombalo.
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Pp
pace(s) A pace is a step that you take. The 

length of a pace is used to measure 
the lengths of other things, such as the 
length of your classroom.

igadango/
amagadango

Igadango sitebsi osithathako. Ubude 
begadango busetjenziselwa ukumeda 
ubude bezinto, ezifana nobude 
betlasakho.

pair Put two things together (verb). Or, two of the same kind of thing 
(noun).

ipara Ukubeka izinto ezimbili ndawonye (isenzo). Namkha izinto 
ezimbili zento emhlobo ofanako (ibizo).

parallelogram A quadrilateral with two pairs 
of parallel sides.

ipharalelogremu Nguncamane onamapara 
amabili anamahlangothi 
alinganiseneko.

part-part-whole 
model

A numeric model that shows 
numbers broken into parts, 
often written into a table called 
a number table.

whole

part part

ingcenye yesithombe 
esipheleleko

Umfanekiso wenomboro 
otjengisa iinomboro 
ezihlukanisiweko zenziwa 
iingcenye, esikhathini esinengi 
zitlolwa etheyibulini ebizwa 
ngokuthiwa yitheyibuli 
yeenomboro.

okupheleleko

ingcenye ingcenye

past/to (time) When you tell the time: if it is not exactly 3 o’clock (for example), 
it could be before 3 (e.g. 15 minutes to 3 o’clock) or after 3  
(e.g. 15 minutes past 3 o’clock).

libethile/ukuya 
(isikhathi)

Lokha nawutjho isikhathi: nangabe akusili-iri lesithathu poro 
ehloko (ukwenza isibonelo) kungaba ngaphambi kwe-iri lesi-3 
(isib. Imizuzu eli-15 ngaphambi kokubetha kwe-iri lesi-3) nanyana 
ngemva kwe-iri lesi-3 (isib. Imizuzu eli-15 ngemva kwe-iri lesi-3).

pattern Something which has a regular form or design that you could 
repeat. When designs are repeated or a rule can be found for  
a number sequence we have found a pattern.
e.g. 4, 7, 10, … (Pattern – add 3 each time, starting at 4.)

(Pattern – triangle, square, circle, repeated.)

iphetheni Into enendlela ejayelekileko nanyana idizayini okungenzeka 
uyibuyelele. Lokha nasidizayinako/sitlamako siyabuyelela 
nanyana sizifunyanela umthetho wokulamana kweenomboro 
bese sifunyana iphetheni.
isib. 4, 7, 10, ... (Iphetheni – hlanganisa no-3 njalo nje, thoma ku-4.)  

(Iphetheni – uncantathu, uncamane/isikwere, indulungu, 
zibuyelelwe.)
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pay Hand over money in exchange for goods.
e.g. If you pay for a loaf of bread at the shops you give money 
to the cashier.

bhadela Ukudlulisela imali komunye ubhadela ukuthola ipahla.
isib. Nangabe usesitolo uthenga uburotho, unikela umsizi 
wesitolo imali ukuze akunikele uburotho. 

perimeter The distance around a shape.
e.g. The perimeter of the square with sides 2 cm long will be:  
2 cm + 2 cm + 2 cm + 2 cm = 8 cm. If a shape has curved sides 
you can use a piece of string to find the perimeter – place 
the string carefully along the whole border of the shape, then 
straighten it out and see how much string was needed to go 
around the shape.

ipherimitha Ibanga elimagega nejamo.
isib. Ipherimitha yesikwere enamahlangothi wamasenthimitha 
ama-2 ubude azakuba yi-2 cm + 2 cm + 2 cm + 2 cm = 8 cm. 
Nangabe ijamo linamahlangothi agobeneko ungasebenzisa 
iintokana zentambo ukuze uthole ipherimitha- beka intambo 
ngokuyelela mgega nebhoda yoke yejamo, bese uyilule 
yoke bese uyabona ukuthi bekutlhogeka intambo engangani 
ukobana ube magega nejamo.

physical objects Real things.
e.g. Things which you work with when you count, such as stones, 
counters or blocks.

izinto eziphathekako Izinto zamambala. 
isib. Izinto ozisebenzisako nawubalako, ezifana namatje, iimbalisi 
nanyana amabhlogo.

pictograph 
(data)

A pictograph is a data 
graph which uses pictures to 
represent the data.
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Flower colours iphikthografu 
(idatha)

Iphikthografu yigrafu 
yemininingwana esebenzisa 
iinthombe ukujamiselela 
imininingwana. 
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Imibala yamathuthumbo

place value In our number system, the decimal number system, the value 
of a digit depends on its place, or position, in the number. Each 
place has a value of 10 times the place to its right. The place 
values used in Grade 2 are tens and units.
e.g. This drawing shows 24 sticks. The place value of the  
2 is tens. (We can also say the 2 is in the tens place.)

24

ubungako 
benomboro

Erhelweni lethu leenomboro, inomboro eserhelweni ledesimali, 
ubungako bedijithi buya ngendawo nanyana ebukiyo, 
enomborweni. Indawo enye nenye inobungako obubuyelelwe 
kali-10 endaweni yayo engesandleni sokudla. Ubungako bendawo 
obusetjenziswa kuma Greyidi wesi-2 matjhumi namayunithi. 
isib. Ubungako benani baka-2 litjhumi. (Singatjho godu kobana 
u-2 usendaweni yamatjhumi.) 

24
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plus Add. hlanganisa Ukungezelela.

popular
(most/least)

Something which is well liked.
e.g. The most popular item is 
liked the most (yellow flowers). 
The least popular thing is liked 
the least (purple flowers).

red yellow pink purple

Flower colours nedumo (nengi/
mbalwa)

Into ethandwa khulu.
isib. Into edume khulu 
ethandwa babantu abanengi 
(amathuthumbo asarulani). 
Into ethandwa babantu 
abambalwa (mathuthumbo 
aphephuli).

el
ib

ov
u

el
is

ar
ul

an
i

el
ip

in
ki

el
ip

he
ph

ul
i

Imibala yamathuthumbo

position The place where something is, 
compared to other things that are 
around it.
e.g. The position of the ball is on top of 
the box.

indawo Indawo lapha okuthileko kumadaniswa 
khona nezinye izinto eziseduze kwayo.
isib. Indawo yebholo iphezu kwebhoksi.

positive 
numbers

Numbers that are greater than zero. iinomboro evumako/
ephosethivu

Iinomboro ezikulu kuneziro.

positive sign The symbol (+) used to indicate a positive quantity. It can also 
be called a plus sign and denote the operation addition.

itshwayo elivumako 
eliphosethivu

Itshwayo i- (+) lisetjenziselwa ukutjengisa inani elingaphezulu 
kwezieo. Ingabizwa nangokuthi litshwayo lokuhlanganisa 
begodu litjho ukuhlanganisa. 

practical 
problems

Problems which relate to real things. You may come across these 
problems in your everyday life. Maths can sometimes be used to 
help you solve practical problems.
e.g. If you want to sell scones at school to raise money and you 
sell each scone for R3,00 how many scones must you sell to 
make R30?

imiraro ebonakalako Imiraro emayelana nezinto zamambala. Ungahlanangezana 
nemiraro leyo epilweni yakho yangemihla. Iimbalo ngesinye 
isikhathi zingasetjenziswa ukurarulula imiraro ebonakalako.
isib. Nanifuna ukuthengisa amakokisi esikolweni ukuze 
ningezelele imali eninayo esikolweni. Nawuthengisa ikokisi 
elilodwa ngama-R3,00. Kumele uthengise amakokisi amamngaki 
ukuze wenze imali ema-R30?

predict To make a guess about what will happen based on information 
that you have.

bonela phambili Ukuraya bona kuzokwenzekani ngokuqala ilwazi onalo. 

predictable In an expected way.
e.g. Patterns behave in a way that is predictable. You can use the 
rule of the pattern to predict (work out) what another term in the 
pattern will be.

boneleka phambili Ngendlela ebe kulindelwe ngayo.
isib. Amaphetheni akhamba ngendlela ebonelwa phambili. 
Ungasebenzisa umthetho wephetheni ukubonela phambili 
(ukusebenza) bona izokuba yini enye iphetheni elandelako.
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prediction A prediction is a guess (not a wild guess, you think carefully 
about it) about something happening a certain way.

ukubikezela/ukutjho 
ngaphambili

Ukutjho ngaphambili nanyana ukubikezela kutjho ukufunisela 
nja (hayi ukufunisela okuhlahlathako, uyacabangisisa ngento 
leyo) nangokwenzeka kwayo ngendlela ethileko.

prism A geometric shape that has a base that can vary but the other 
faces are all rectangles or squares. A cube is a special prism 
which has all of its faces squares.

iphrizimu Ijamo lejomethri elinesisekelo esingahluka kodwana obunye 
ubuso boke buboncanthathu namkha buziinkwere. Ikhyubhu 
iyiphrizimu ekhethekileko ubuso bayo boke okuziinkwere.

problem The word ‘problem’ is sometimes used for a ‘question’ in maths.
e.g. ‘Solve the following problems’ is an instruction to find the 
solutions (answers) to some given questions.

umraro Igama elithi umraro kwesinye isikhathi lisetjenziselwa ‘umbuzo’ 
eembalweni.
isib. ‘Rarulula imiraro elandelako’ kumlayo wokuthola 
isisombululo (iimpendulo) kweminye imibuzo enikelweko.

problem solving When you solve maths problems by thinking through the given 
information. You could use drawings or models to help you.

ukurarulula umraro Nawurarulula imiraro yeembalo ngokucabangisisa ngelwazi 
elinikelweko. Ungasebenzisa imigwalo nanyana amamodlhela 
ukuze akusize.

proportional A relationship where a change in one variable leads to a 
corresponding change in another variable.
e.g. If an object travels at a constant speed, then the distance 
travelled is directly proportional to the time spent travelling.

ukulingana Itjhebiswano lapha itjhuguluko lamanye wamatshwayo namkha 
amaledere lukusa etjhugululweni elikhambelana nelinye 
itshwayo namkha iledere.
isib. Nangabe into ikhamba ngebelo elifanako, yeke ibanga 
elikhanjiweko lilingana bunqopha nesikhathi esikhanjiweko.

public holidays Days which are given as holidays by the government.
e.g. In South Africa, 16 June is a public holiday.

amaholideyi 
womphakathi

Amalanga anikelwe mbuso njengamaholideyi.
isib. ESewula Afrika ilanga lamhlana ali-16 yiholideyi 
yomphakathi.

pyramid A geometric shape that has a base that 
can change but all of the other faces 
are triangles.

iphiramidi Lijamo lejiyomethri elinesisekelo 
esingatjhuguluka kodwana boke 
obunye ubuso buboncantathu. 
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Qq
quantity How much or how many. inani Yimalini namkha kungaki.

quarter A fraction that is made by finding four equal sized parts of the 
whole.

ikota Icezu elakhiwe ngokufunyana iingcenye ezine ezilinganako 
zokupheleleko. 

quarter of  
an hour

The length of time when an hour is divided into four equal parts. 
Each part is 15 minutes. There are 15 minutes in a quarter of an 
hour. There are 45 minutes in three quarters of an hour.

ikota ye-iri Ubude besikhathi lokha i-iri nalihlukaniswa iingcenye ezine 
ezilinganako. Enye nenye imizuzu eli-15. Kunemizuzu eli-15 
ekoteni ye-iri. Kunemizuzu ema-45 emakoteni amathathu we-iri.

Rr
rands and cents Money values used in South 

Africa.
amaranda 
neensende

Ubungako bemali eSewula 
Afrika.

range The set of all y-values (or output values) is called the range of  
a relation or function.

umahluko Isede yabo boke ubungako buka-y- (namkha imiphumela 
yobungako) ibizwa ngokuthiwa mumahluko walokho 
okukhambelanako namkha wetjhebiswano lombalo. 

reciprocal The inverse of a number or a value.
e.g. The reciprocal of 3 is 1 divided by 3 (or 1 ÷ 3), which is the 
fraction 1

3.

The reciprocal of a fraction is the inverse of that fraction.
e.g. The reciprocal of 65 is 56 .

iresiphrokhali Iresiphrokhali kupherhuka kwenomboeo namkha kobungako.
isib. Iresiphrokhali yaka- ku-3 ihlukaniswa ngoku-1 ahlukaniswe 
ngoku-3 (namkha 1 ÷ 3), okulicezu i-  13.
 
Iresiphrokhali yecezu kumpherhuko wecezu, isibonelo, 
iresiphokhali ka- 65 yi 56 .

recognise Know what something looks like. ukukhumbula Ukwazi bona into injani.
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record Write something down.
e.g. Record your answer means ‘write down your answer’.  
Record the data items means ‘write down the data facts that 
you find’.

ukurikhoda Kutlola into phasi.
isib. Ukurikhoda ipendulo yakho kutjho ‘ukutlola phasi 
ipendulo yakho’. Ukurikhotha idatha/imininingwana yezinto 
kutjho ‘ukutlola phasi amaphuzu wedatha/wemininingwana 
oyitholileko’.

rectangle A shape with 4 straight sides and  
4 square corners. Opposite sides are 
equal.

irekthengela Ijamo elinamahlangothi ama-4 
anqophileko kanye namahugu  
ama-4 amahlangothi alinganiseneko 
ayalingana.

rectangular 
prism

A 3-D object that has 6 faces with 
rectangles as its base.

iphrizimu 
enguncamane/
eyirekthengela

Iphrizimu enguncamane lijamo 
elimahlangothi ma-3 elinobuso obusi-6 
neensekelo zabo njengaboncamane.

reduction To decrease the size of a figure 
without changing its shape.

ukuphungula Ukwehlisa ubukhulu bedijithi 
ngaphandle kokutjhugulula 
ijamo layo. 

regular pattern A pattern that increases in the same way.
e.g. Numeric patterns that get bigger by 15 each time – 15, 30, 45, 
60, 75, ... This is a regular pattern – you can work out more terms 
in the sequence because you can identify the rule behind the 
regular increases in the pattern.

iphetheni ehlala 
injalo

Iphetheni engezeleleka ngendlela efanako.
isib. Iphetheni yeenomboro ezilandelanako eziba zikulu nge-
15 ngaso soke isikhathi – 15, 30, 45, 60, 75, … le yiphetheni 
ehlala injalo – ungenza amathemu amanengi ngokulandelana 
ngombana ungakghona ukubona umthetho okhona olawula 
ukungezeka kwamaphetheni ahlala anjalo.

relation A relationship between sets of values. In maths, the relation 
is between the x-values (input values) and y-values (output 
values) of ordered pairs.

ukuhlobana Ukuhlobana kulitjhebiswano hlangana namasede wobungako. 
Eembalweni, ukuhlobana kuba phakathi kobungako buka-x 
(ubungako obufakwako) nobungako buka-y (ubungako 
obumphumela) bamapara abekwe ngokulandelana.

relation: ordered 
pair

An ordered pair is represented as (x, y) or (input, output).  
A relation shows the relationship between all input and output 
values, whereas a function is a relation which derives one output 
for each given input. 

ukuhlobana: 
amapara 
alandelanako

Amapara alandelanako ajanyiselelwa njengo (x, y) namkha 
(okufakwako, umphumela). Ukuhlobana kutjengisa itjhebiswano 
hlangana nabo boke ubungako obufakwako nemiphumela 
lapha, itjhebiswano lombalo likuhlobana elithola umphumela 
owodwa wokhunye nokhunye okunikelweko okufakwako. 
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relative amount Relative amounts, numbers or values are dependent on other 
numbers.

inani lokuhlobana Amanani ahlobeneko, iinomboro namkha ubungako beyame 
kwezinye iinomboro.

religious 
festivals

Days on which people of a given religion celebrate something 
special.
e.g. Easter, Diwali, Ramadan, Passover.

amafestivali 
wezekolo

Amalanga lapha abantu bekolo ethileko bagidinga okuthileko 
okukhethekileko.
isib. Amalanga wama-Easter, iDiwali, iRamadan, iPassover.

remainder Something that is left over.
e.g. If I share 7 sweets between 2 children, each child gets  
3 sweets and there is one sweet left over.

isalela Into ethileko eseleko.
isib. Nangabe ngabela abentwana aba-2 amaswidi ali-7. 
Umntwana ngamunye uzokufunyana amaswidi ama-3. Kusala 
iswidi elilodwa.

repeat Happen again. Say or write more than once. buyelela Kuyenzeka godu. Yitjho nanyana tlola ngaphezu kokukodwa.

repeated 
addition

Adding the same number many times.
e.g. 4 + 4 + 4 + 4 + 4 = 20
(In this way we have found by repeated addition that five 4’s is 
equal to 20.)

ukuhlanganisa 
ngokubuyelela 

Ukuhlanganisa inomboro efanako amahlandla amanengi.
isib. 4 + 4 + 4 + 4 + 4 = 20 (lapha-ke sithole ngendlela 
yokuhlanganisa ngokubuyelela bona ku-4 okuhlanu kulingana 
nama-20.)

represent (data) Make a drawing to show the data that you have collected.
e.g. A graph such as a pictograph is used to represent data.

ukujamela idatha Yenza umdwebo ukutjengisa idatha oyibutheleleko.
isib. Igrafu efana negrafu yeenthombe isetjenziselwa ukujamela 
idatha. 

result The answer. umphumela Ipendulo.

reverse To go in the opposite direction. sinyava Ukuya ngehlangothini elilinganiseneko.

right/ 
right hand side

Your body has a left side and a right 
side. The right hand is on the right side 
of the body.

left right

isidlela/ihlangothi 
lesidla

Umzimbakho unehlangothi lesincele 
nehlangothi lesidla. Isandla sokudla 
sisehlangothini lesidla lomzimba. 

isincele isidla
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roll or slide This tin rolls on the curved surface but it slides on the flat 
surface of the can.

geda nanyana 
tjhelela

Ibhlegeli ligedeka phasi lapha kumagobegobe khona kodwana 
liyatjhelela ehlangothini elisipara lekani. 

root or radical 
sign

The symbol √
___

, which expresses a root, in this case a square 
root (since we do not write √

___2 when we write a square root 
symbolically). We can take any root of a number.
e.g. √

___3 is the cube root while √
___n represents the nth root, 

where n can be any number.

umrabhu namkha 
itshwayo eliradikhali

Itshwayo √
___

 , elitjengisa umrabhu, lapha kumrabhusikwere 
(njengombana singatloli  √

___2  lokha nasitlola itshwayo 
lomrabhusikwere). Singathatha omunye nomunye umrabhu 
wenomboro.
isib. √

___3  kumrabhu oyikhyubhu lokha i-√
___n  ijamele 

umrabhu we-nth, lapha i-n ingaba ngenye nenye inomboro.

rotate Turn around. zombeleza Jika.

round/curved 
sides

An edge of a shape that is curved.
e.g. A circle has a round (curved) edge.

indulungu/ 
amahlangothi 
agobeneko

Umphetho wejamo eligobeneko.
isib. Isiyingi sinomqoqo oyindulungu/
osiyingi/ogobeneko.

rounding off When you want to simplify a situation you can round off a 
number – this means you make it a number that ends in zero.
e.g. 52 rounded off to the nearest ten is 50.

50 60 70 80 90 1000 10 20 30 40

55 56 57 58 59 6050 51 52 53 54

52

ukutjhideza Lokha nawufuna ukwenza ubujamo bube lula ungatjhideza 
inomboro – lokhu kutjho bona uyenza kube yinomboro ephelela 
ngoziro.
isib. Ama-52 nakatjhidezwa etjhumini eliseduze kuba ma-50.

50 60 70 80 90 1000 10 20 30 40

55 56 57 58 59 6050 51 52 53 54

52
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rows (and 
columns)

A set of objects or numbers can be 
arranged in order, often in rows and 
columns in a grid/array.
e.g. The rows go across from left to 
right in the grid. The columns go from 
top to bottom in the grid.

imida namakholomu Isede yezinto nanyana yeenomboro 
ingarhenyiswa ngokulamana, kanengi 
kungaba ngemida namakholomu 
kugridi.
isib. Imida iyavundla isuka ngesinceleni 
iye ngesidleni kugridi. Amakholomu 
asuka phezulu aye enzasi.

Ss
same as/ 
the same as

Equal to (in number).
e.g. 5 is the same as 4 + 1.

Of the same form or outline (shape).
e.g.  is the same as  .

kuyafana nalokhu Kuyalingana (ngamanani).
isib. U-5 uyafana no-4 + 1.

Kwamajamo afanako imiqoqo/ ilingaphandle (ijamo).
isib.  uyafana no- .

scale/balance 
scale

An instrument used to measure or 
compare the mass of different objects.

isikala/ isikala 
sokubhalansa

Isisetjenziswa sokumeda nanyana 
ukumadanisa imasi/ubudisi bezinto 
ezahlukahlukeneko.

scale (map 
scale)

The ratio of the reduced distance shown on a map to the actual 
distance on a map.
e.g. If a map is drawn to a scale of 1:50 it means that 1 cm on the 
map represents 50 cm in reality.

isikala (isikala 
semebhe)

Iretjhiyo yebanga eliphunguliweko elitjengiswe emebheni 
kilelobanga lamambala emebheni.
isib. Nangabe umembe ugwalwe esikaleni se-1:50 kutjho bona  
i-1 cm emebheni ijamele i-50 cm ngokweqiniso.

scale factor Used to determine how many times larger or smaller one object 
or figure is to another.

isikala sefektha Isikala sefektha sisetjenziselwa ukuqunta bona mahlandla 
amangaki izinto ezikulu namkha ezincani namkha idijithi ukuya 
kwenye. 

seasons Periods of the year: spring, summer, autumn and winter. iinkhathi zomnyaka Iinkhathi zomnyaka – itwasahlobo, ihlobo, siruthwana nobusika.

sequence/
sequencing 
events

Things that happen (events) can be put in date/time order, 
when you are given their dates/times. This is called sequencing 
the events.
e.g. The sequence of events in your day could be: eat breakfast, 
go to school, do your homework, eat supper, go to bed.

ukulandelana/
ukulandelanisa 
izehlakalo

Izinto ezenzekako (izehlakalo) zingabekwa ngamalanga/ 
ukulandelana kwesikhathi, lokha nawunikelwa amalangazo/ 
iinkhathi zazo. Lokhu kubizwa ngokulandelanisa izehlakalo.
isib. Ukulandelana kwezinto elangeni lakho kungaba: ukudla 
kwekuseni, ukuya esikolweni, ukwenza umsebenzi wekhaya, 
ukudla kwantambama, ukuyokulala. 
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shape Form or outline. ijamo Ukwakheka nanyana ilingaphandle. 

shapes 2-D  
(two-
dimensional 
shapes)

Shapes such as triangles, squares, rectangles, circles, etc. amajamo we-2-D 
(izinto ezinobuso 
obu-2)

Amajamo afana naboncantathu, iinkwere, amarekthengela, 
iiyingi, njll.

shared 
amongst/
between

We say ‘shared amongst’ when we share out to more than two 
people and ‘shared between’ when we share between 2 people.
e.g. 24 sweets are shared amongst 6 boys. How many sweets 
will each boy get? 4 biscuits are shared between 2 girls.  
How many biscuits will each girl get?

yaba/yahlukanisa 
phakathi/hlangana

Sithi ‘sehlukaniselana phakathi’ lokha nakwabelwa abantu 
abangaphezu kwababili bese ‘sehlukaniselana hlangana’ lokha 
nakwabelwa abantu aba-2.
isib. Amaswidi ama-24 ahlukaniselwe phakathi kwabesana 
abasi-6. Umsana ngamunye uzokufunyana amaswidi 
amangaki? Amabhiskiti ama-4 ahlukaniselwe hlangana 
kwabentazana aba-2. Umntazana ngamunye uzokufunyana 
amaswidi amangaki? 

sharing equally When you share by giving the same amount to each person.
e.g. Each child gets 2 pieces of bread.

ukwaba 
ngokulingana

Lokha nawaba ngokuthi unikela omunye nomunye 
ngokulinganako.
isib. Omunye nomunye umntwana ufunyana iinqetjhana ezi-2 
zoburotho.

sharing 
(division)

When you distribute objects among a certain number of people 
you are ‘sharing’ the objects. You can divide numbers by finding 
out how you share them.
e.g. If you have 12 flowers, and you share them equally among  
4 children, how many flowers will each child get? (12 ÷ 4 = )

12 ÷ 4 = 3  
Each child will get 3 flowers. 

ukwaba 
(ukuhlukanisa)

Nawaba izinto wabela inani elithileko labantu uyazehlukanisa 
izinto lezo. Ungahlukanisa iinomboro ngokuthi ufunyane kobana 
ungazaba njani.
isib. Nangabe unamathuthumbo ali-12 bese uwabela abentwana 
aba-4 ngokulinganako. Umntwana ngamunye uzokufunyana 
amathuthumbo amangaki? (12 ÷ 4 = )

12 ÷ 4 = 3 
Umntwana ngamunye uzokufunyana amathuthumbo ama-3.

short, shorter, 
shortest

You can compare the lengths of 
different objects using the words short, 
shorter, shortest.
e.g. The grey pencil is short, the black 
pencil is shorter, the white pencil is the 
shortest.

-fitjhani, fitjhani 
khulu, fitjhani 
khulukhulu

Ungamadanisa ubude bezinto 
ezahlukeneko usebenzisa amagama: 
fitjhani, fitjhani khulu fitjhani khulukhulu.
isib. Ipensela le yifitjhani. Leya yifitjhani 
khulu. Leya yona yifitjhani khulukhulu.
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short time When a little or small amount of time has passed, we say that 
something has taken a short time.

isikhathi esifitjhani Lokha nakudlule isikhathi esincani, sithi into ithethe isikhathi 
esifitjhani.

side When you look at something from the 
side of something, not from the front 
or back.
e.g. This is the side view of a car.

ihlangothi Lokha nawuqala into ngakwelinye 
ihlangothi lenye into, ingasi 
ngaphambili nanyana ngemva. 
isib. Leli lihlangothi lekoloyi.

similar Having the same shape but not necessarily the same size. okufanako Ukuba nejamo elifanako kodwana ingasi ubukhulu namkha 
isayizi efanako.

simplify  
a fraction

Fractions in their lowest, reduced and simplest form.  
The numerator and denominator of the fraction are reduced  
to the extent that the only common factor between them is 1.
e.g. 23 is the simplified fraction for 46 , 8

12 , 16
24 and so on.

ukwenza icezu  
libe lula

Amacezu enziwa abe lula macezu angendlela ephasi, 
ephunguliweko begodu eyenziwe yaba lula. Inomboro ephezulu 
nenomboro engaphasi ecezwini ziphungulwe ngendlela 
yokobana amafektha ajayelekileko hlangana nawo nguku-1.
isib. 23 kulicezu elenziwe lab alula lika- 46 , 8

12 , 16
24 njalonjalo.

sixth/sixths A fraction that is made by finding six equal sized parts of  
the whole.

isithandathu/
kwesithandathu

Icezu elenziwe ngokuthola iingcenye ezilinganako ezisithandathu 
zalokho okupheleleko.

size How big or small something is. This refers to the dimensions or 
proportions of the object.

ubukhulu Into yikulu kangangani nanyana yincani kangangani. Lokhu 
kuqaliswe kusilinganiso sobukhulu nanyana ingcenye 
yokuthileko.

skip counting Counting forwards or backwards in multiples or intervals of  
a given number.
e.g. 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, …

ukubala ngokweqa Ukubala uye phambili namkha sinyava ngokubuyabuyelela 
namkha amakhefu wenomboro onikelwe yona.
isib. 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, …

slower/ 
slower than

Does not go quickly.
e.g. The snail goes slowly. It goes slower than I can walk.

kabuthaka/ 
kabuthaka kuna-

Akunabelo/kubuthaka. 
isib. Umnenke ukhamba kancani. Ukhamba kancani ukudlula 
ngendlela engikhamba ngayo.
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small 
demarcations

Little marks which are used to label a 
measuring scale.
e.g. The small demarcations on 
this scale show the units (in grams) 
between 0 kg and 1 kg, 1 kg and 2 kg, 
and so on.

0 1
2
3

456
7

8
9

iinkhewu ezincani Matshwayo amancani asetjenziswa 
ukuleyibula esikaleni okumedwa ngaso.
isib. Ukwahlukaniseka okuncani 
esikaleni lesi kutjengisa amayunithi 
(ngamagremu) hlangana kwaka-0 kg 
kanye ne-1 kg, i-1 kg kanye ne-2 kg, 
njalonjalo.

0 1
2
3

456
7

8
9

small, smaller, 
smallest (shape)

Shapes come in different sizes and can 
be ordered according to their size.
e.g. The first circle is small, the second 
circle is smaller, the third circle is the 
smallest.

ncani, ncanyana, 
ncani khulu (ijamo)

Amajamo eza ngobukhulu 
obahlukeneko begodu angabekwa 
ukuya ngokobukhulu bawo.
isib. Indulungu yokuthoma yincani. 
Yesibili yincanyana bese yesithathu ibe 
yincani khulu. 

smaller than The symbol < means smaller/less than.
e.g. We read 4 < 9 as “4 is less than 9”. This is true because 4 is  
a smaller number than 9.

ncani kuna- Itshwayo < litjho kobana kuncani kuna-.
isib. Sifunda sithi 4 < 9 njengokuthi “u-4 mncani kuno-9”.  
Lokhu kuliqiniso ngombana u-4 mncani kunenomboro u-9.

smallest 
(number)

When we write numbers in order we will write them from the 
smallest to the biggest or from the biggest to the smallest.
e.g. 32, 33, 34, 35 is written from the smallest to the biggest.

ncani khulu 
(inomboro)

Lokha nasitlola iinomboro ngokulamana kwazo, sizozitlola 
ukusuka kencani khulu ziye kekulu khulu nanyana sizitlole 
ukusuka kekulu khulu ziye kencani khulu.
isib. 32, 33, 34, 35 iinomboro lezi zitlolwe ukusuka kencani khulu 
zaya kekulu khulu.

solution The answer to a problem/question.
e.g. Find the solution means find the answer.

isisombululo Ipendulo yomraro/yependulo.
isib. Ukuthola isisombululo kutjho ‘ukuthola ipendulo’.

solve Find the answer or solution to a problem. rarulula Thola ipendulo nanyana isisombululo somraro.

sort (into 
groups)

To put into order. To arrange 
the same things into a group.
e.g. The shapes have been 
sorted into balls and boxes.

ukuhlela
(ngokweemqhema)

Ukuhlela kutjho ukubeka 
ngendlela ethileko. 
Ungahlela zinto ezifanako 
ngamabuthelelo.
isib. Amajamo ahlelwe ukuya 
ngeembholo namabhoksi.
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sort data To sort data you use categories. The categories give some of the 
different types into which the data can be sorted.
e.g. Cars come in different colours. You can group cars by their 
colour, then the car colours form categories, such as red, green, 
white and blue. When you have sorted the data you will know 
how many of each category of data you have.

ukuhlukanisa idatha Nawuhlukanisa idatha usebenzisa imikhakha. Imikhakha inikela 
eminye yemihlobo eyahlukeneko izinto ezingahlukaniswa ngayo.
isib. Iinkoloyi zinemibala eyahlukeneko. Ungabeka iinkoloyi 
ngamabuthelelo ukuya ngokwemibala yazo. Imibala yeenkoloyi-
ke yakha imikakha, imibala efana nobovu, ohlaza satjani, 
omhlophe kanye nohlaza sasibhakabhaka. Nasele uhlukanise 
idatha, uzokubona kobana emikhakheni ngamunye uneenkoloyi 
ezingaki.

sort (by size) Put things in order.
e.g. These circles have been sorted 
from biggest to smallest.

ukuhlela kuhle 
(amajamo) 

Ukubeka izinto ngokulandelana kwazo.
isib. Iiyingilizezi zihlelwe kuhle ukusukela 
kwekulu khulu ukuya kwencani khulu. 

spend When you use money to buy things. ukuthenga Lokha nawusebenzisa imali ukuthenga izinto.

sphere A round 3-D object. The mathematical name for a ball.  
See ball shape.

indulungu Into ye-3-D erono. Ibizo lesibalo lebholo. Qala ijamo lebholo.

spider diagram A diagram which gives input 
and output numbers and tells 
you what to do to turn the 
input into output.
e.g. In this spider diagram you 
have to add 30 to all of the 
given input numbers to get the 
output.

5

52

47

34

26

+30

35

56

input output

rule

umdwebo weswebu Umdwebo onikela iinomboro 
ezingenako neziphumako 
bese uyakutjela bona wenzeni 
ukuze utjhugulule okungenako 
kube ngokuphumako.
isib. Kilomdwebo weswebu 
kufanele uhlanganise ama-30  
kizo zoke iinomboro 
ezingenako onikelwe zona 
ukuze ukghone ukuthola 
eziphumako.

5

52

47

34

26

+30

35

56

okufakwako    umphumela

umthetho

square A shape with 4 straight sides which are 
equal in length and 4 square corners.

isikwere Ijamo elinamahlangothi ama-4 
anqophileko nalinganako ngobude 
kanye namahugu ama-4 aziinkwere.

square number We need to multiply a given number by itself to find its square 
number. The square term is always represented by a number 
raised to the power of 2.
e.g. The square of 6 is 6 multiplied by 6, i.e., 6 × 6 = 62 = 36.

inomborosikwere Kufanele sibuyabuyelele inomboro esinikelwe yona ngayo 
ukuthola inomborosikwere sayo. Ithemu elithi isikwere ngaso 
soke isikhathi lijanyelwe linani elenziweko ukuya emandleni 
waku-2.
isib. Isikwere sesi-6 si-6 esibuyelelwe ngasi-6, okutjho bona,  
6 × 6 = 62 = 36.
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square root A square root of a number is a value that can be multiplied by 
itself to give the original number.
e.g. The square root of 9 is 3, written as √

__
9 = 3, because when  

3 is multiplied by itself the answer is 9.

umrabhusikwere Inomborosikwere yobungako benomboro ingabuyabuyelelwa 
ngayo ukunikela inomboro yemvelo. 
isib. Inomborosikwere ye-9 ku-3, itlolwa bunje √

__
9 ngombana 

lokha uku-3 nakazibuyelela ngokwakhe sithola i-9.

standard cup A cup which has an expected capacity of 250 ml. ikopi elilingeneko Ikopi elinesimumathi esilindelweko samamilimitha ama-250 ml. 

standard unit When you measure formally, 
you use standard units of 
length.
e.g. If you measure the width 
of your school desk using a 
tape measure, you are using 
centimetres as a formal unit.

amayunithi 
asemthethweni

Lokha nasimeda 
ngokusemthethweni, 
usebenzisa amayunithi 
wobude.
isib. Lokha nawumeda 
ububanzi bedeski esikolweni 
senu, usebenzisa itheyibhu 
yokumeda, uzokusebenzisa 
amasenthimitha njengeyunithi 
elisemthethweni.

starting point The point where you should begin.
e.g. When you measure using a ruler, the starting point  
is 0 (zero).

Lapha kuthoma 
khona

Indawo lapha uthoma khona.
isib. Lokha nawumedako usebenzisa irula, indawo othoma kiyo 
yi-0 (iziro).

straight sides An edge of a shape that is not curved.
e.g. A square has straight edges.

amahlangothi 
anqophileko

Umphetho wejamo ongakagobani.
isib. Isikwere sinemiphetho enqophileko.

straight sides/
round sides

A straight side is not curved and a 
round side is curved.
e.g. A square has straight sides and  
a circle has round sides.

amahlangothi 
anqophileko/
ayindulungu

Ihlangothi elinqophileko alikagobani 
begodu ihlangothi eliyindulunga 
ligobene.
isib. Isikwere sinamahlangothi 
anqophileko kanti indulungu 
inamahlangothi ayindulungu/alizungu.

strategy A method for working something out. iqhinga Indlela yokwenza okuthileko.

subtract Take away. khupha Kutjho ukususa.

subtraction The operation that involves taking one number away from 
another number.

ukukhupha Isibalo esifaka hlangana ukususa inomboro eyodwa kenye.

subtraction 
facts

The difference between numbers.
e.g. 10 – 1 = 9; 10 – 2 = 8, etc.

amaqiniso 
wokukhupha 

Umahluko okhona hlangana neenomboro.
isib. 10 – 1 = 9; 10 – 2 = 8, njll.
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sum The answer you get when you add.
e.g. The sum of 5 and 8 is 13.

isibalo Ipendulo oyithola nawuhlanganisa izinto.
isib. Isibalo saku-5 nobu-8 li-13.

surface The faces of a shape make up its surface – this is the outside 
area of a 3-D object. A surface can be flat or curved.
e.g. A sphere has one curved surface, a cone has one curved 
surface and one flat surface (or face).

ihlangothi Ubuso bamajamo benza amahlangothi – le yindawo 
yangaphandle yento yehlangothi le-3-D. Indawo ingaba sipara 
nanyana igobeke.
isib. Indulungu inehlangothi linye eligobeneko, ikhowunu 
inehlangothi linye elisipara (nanyana ubuso).

symbol A sign used to write something.
e.g. The digits we use to write numbers are symbols.  
The operation signs are also symbols, of a different kind.

itshwayo Ithswayo elisetjenziselwa ukutlola okuthileko.
isib. Amadijithi esiwasebenzisela ukutlola iinomboro matshwayo. 
Amatshwayo asetjenziswako nawo abizwa ngokuthiwa 
matshwayo, wezinto ezihlukahlukeneko. 

symmetrical A shape which has the property of symmetry is called 
symmetrical.

ibandekobulingana Ijamo elinendawo yebandekobulingano libizwa ngokuthiwa 
linebandulobulingano.

symmetry/lines 
of symmetry

We see symmetry in a shape when one half of it is a mirror 
image of the other half. The line of symmetry is the line we draw 
between the two symmetrical halves of the shape.
e.g. Some shapes have one line of symmetry, others have more 
than one. Some shapes are not symmetrical.

ibandekobulingana/ 
umuda 
webandekobulingana

Sibona ibandekobulingana ejameni lokha ihafu yayo isithombe 
sehafu enye. Umuda webandekobulingana mumuda lo 
esiwudweba hlangana namahafu amabili wejamo abandeke 
ngokulingana.
isib. Amanye amajamo anomuda owodwa webandekobulingano, 
amanye anamanengi. Amanye amajamo akakabandeki 
ngokulingana.

Tt
table Mathematical information organised in columns and rows. itheyibula Ilwazi leembalo elihlelwe ngamakholomu nemida.

take away Take away is another way of saying subtract. It is less formal. ukususa Ukususa kutjho enye indlela yokukhupha. Pheze lilimi 
elingakahleleki kuhle.
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taller More tall.
e.g. This giraffe is taller than the buck.

-de khulu Ukuba mude khulu.
isib. Idlulamihi yide kunenyamazana.

tallest The one that has the most height.
e.g. The third giraffe is the tallest.

-de khulu Ngiyiphi idlulamithi ede khulu 
kunezinye?
isib. Idlulamithi yesithathu yide khulu.

tally Using marks (called tallies) to keep a record of counting. ukuvumelana Ukusebenzisa amamaksi (kubizwa ngokuvumelana) ukutlola 
amarekhodi wokubala. 

tally table A table in which you record 
tally marks while you count up 
items.

Favourite colour

Colour Tally

red e

blue eA

yellow AAAA

green ee

ithebula 
evumelanako

Yithebula lapha utlola khona 
iimerego ezivumelanako lokha 
nawubala izinto.

Imibala ethandekako

Umbala      Ukuvumelana 

obovu e

ohlaza 
okwesibhakabhaka eA

osarulani AAAA

ohlaza satjani ee

teaspoon A measuring instrument for small quantities. A teaspoon has  
a capacity of 5 ml.

utelebhula Isisetjenziswa sokumeda umthamo omncani. Utelebhula 
umumatha amamilimitha ama-5 ml. 

techniques Ways of doing things.
e.g. There are techniques for adding, such as breaking down  
and building up.

amaqhinga Iindlela zokwenza izinto.
isib. Kukhona amaqhinga wokuhlanganisa, afana nokukghedlha 
kanye nokwakha. 
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telling the time When you say what the time is, you are telling the time. ukutjho isikhathi Lokha nawutjhoko kobana sikhathi bani usitjela isikhathi.

temperature A measurement of how hot or cold something is. This is 
measured in degrees. In South Africa we use the Celsius scale.

izinga lokutjhisa Isilinganiso sokobana into imakhaza namkha itjhisa kangangani. 
Lokhu kumedwa ngamadigri. ESewula Afrika sisebenzisa isikala 
samaSeltjhiyasi.

ten frame A drawing or card of 10 adjoining 
squares, which is used as a visual 
aid for counting and performing 
operations.

6

ifreyimu yetjhumi Umgwalo namkha ikarada le-
10 leenkwere ezihlanganisiweko 
osetjenziswa njengesisetjenziswa 
sesithombe mayelana nokubala 
nokwenza iimbalo. 6

tens When things or objects come in groups 
of ten.
e.g. We can count: 10, 20 
We can say: 2 groups of 10 or 10 + 10  
or 2 × 10.

amatjhumi Lokha izinto nanyana okuthileko kuza 
ngamabuthelelo wetjhumi.
isib. Singabala sithi 10, 20 
Singatjho godu sithi: amabuthelelo 
ama-2 wabo-10 nanyana 10 + 10 
nanyana 2 × 10.

tens and units In our number system, the decimal 
number system, the value of a digit 
depends on its place, or position, in 
the number. The place values used in 
Grade 2 are tens and units.
e.g. How many sticks are there?  
There are 24 sticks. When you write  
24 there is a 2 in the tens place and  
a 4 in the units place. 24

amatjhumi 
namayunithi/ 
nabokunye

Erhelweni lethu leenomboro, irhelo 
leenomboro ezimadesimali, ubungako 
bedijithi liya ngendawo yalo nanyana 
kobana ikuphi enomborweni. 
Ubungako beendawo zamadijithi 
kuGreyidi 2 matjhumi namayunithi.
isib. Kuneengojwana ezingaki? 
Kuneengojwana ezima-24. Lokha 
nawutlola u-24 kuno-2 endaweni 
yamatjhumi kanye no-4 endaweni 
yamayunithi/yabowani.

24

term Algebraic expressions are made of terms. A term can be a 
number, a variable, product of two or more variables or product 
of a number and a variable. An algebraic expression is formed 
by a single term or by a group of terms. 

ithemu Ihlanganisela yeenomboro yenziwe ngamathemu. Ithemu 
lingaba yinomboro, mumahluko, umkhiqizo wemahluko emibili 
namkha eminengi namkha umkhiqizo wenomboro namkha 
umahluko. Ihlanganisela yeenomboro ibunjwe lithemu elilodwa 
namkha siqhema samathemu.

thermometer Instrument for measuring temperature. ithemomitha Isisetjenziswa sokumeda izinga lokutjhisa.
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thicker/thinner Words to describe the width (how wide) something is.
e.g. This line    is thicker than that line   .

e.g. This book is thinner than  

that book .

mabhombo/
matsikani

Amagama ahlathulula ububanzi benzo.
isib. Umuda lo ubanzi  kunalo  .

isib. Incwadi le imatsikani kunencwadi le

incwadi leyo .

thirds A fraction that is made by finding three equal sized parts of  
the whole.

okukodwa 
kokuthathu

Icezu elakhiwe ngokuthola iingcezu ezintathu ezilinganako 
zalokho okupheleleko.

three-digit 
number

A number which is written using three digits.
e.g. 356 is a 3-digit number.

inomboro yamadijithi 
amathathu

Inomboro etlolwa ngokusebenzisa amadijithi amathathu.
isib. Ama-356 ayinomboro enamadijithi ama-3.

three quarters A fraction that is made by taking three of four equal sized parts 
of the whole, i.e. three quarters.

okuthathu kokune Licezu elakhiwe ngokuthatha amacezu amathathu wokune 
okulinganako ngobukhulu kwalokho okupheleleko, isib. 
okuthathu kokune.

threes When things or objects come in groups of three. 
e.g. We can count: 3, 6, 9, 12 
We can say: 4 groups of 3 or 3 + 3 + 3 + 3 or 4 × 3.

ngakuthathu Lokha izinto nanyana okuthileko kuza ngamabuthelelo 
wangakuthathu.
isib. Singabala sithi: 3, 6, 9, 12
Singatjho sithi: amabuthelelo ama-4 wangaku-3 nanyana 3 + 3 + 
3 + 3 nanyana 4 × 3.

tiling Cover a surface with tiles. Do not leave 
gaps or overlap the tiles.
e.g. This surface has been tiled with 
rectangles.

ukuthayila Kuvala indawo ngamathaliyesi. 
Ungatjhiyi iinkhala nanyana ubeke 
elinye ithayilesi phezu kwelinye.
isib. Indawo le ifakwe amathayilesi 
aboncane. 
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time Time is what a clock measures. isikhathi Isikhathi ngilokho okumedwa yiwatjhi.

time passed The amount of time between two events.
e.g. The time passed between breakfast at 7 o’clock in the 
morning and lunch at 1 o’clock in the afternoon is 6 hours.

ukukhamba 
kwesikhathi

Inani lesikhathi hlangana nezehlakalo ezimbili.
isib. Isikhathi sidlulile hlangana nesikhathi sokudla kwekuseni 
nge-iri le-7 ekuseni kanye nesikhathi samadina entambama  
ma-iri asi-6.

times tables The basic multiplication facts. The multiples of all of the single 
digit numbers.

amathebula Amaqhinga asisekelo wokubuyabuyelela. Ukubuyelelwa kwazo 
zoke iinomboro zamadijithi ezikhamba ngayinye.

today The present day or this day. namhlanje Lilanga lanamhlanje nanyana esikilo nje.

tomorrow The day after today. kusasa Lilanga elilandelwa lanamhlanje (ukuya phambili).

top/on top 
(position)

When something is directly above 
something else.
e.g. The ball is on top of the box.

phezulu/phezu 
kwento (ubujamo)

Lokha into nayiphezu kwenye 
bunqopha. 
isib. Ibholo ingaphezulu kwebhoksi.

topic (data 
graph)

The heading of a graph that 
tells you what the graph is 
about.
e.g. This graph is about the 
colours of flowers that were 
collected.

re
d

ye
llo

w

pi
nk

pu
rp

le

Flower colours isihloko (igrafu 
emumethe 
imininingwana)

Isihloko segrafu esikutjela 
kobana igrafu imayelana nani.
isib. Igrafu le imayelana 
nemibala yamathuthumbo 
abuthelelweko.

el
ib

ov
u

el
is

ar
ul

an
i

el
ip

in
ki

el
ip

he
ph

ul
i

Imibala yamathuthumbo

total (money) The full amount due.
e.g. If you spend R5, R3 and R21, the total you have spent is  
R5 + R3 + R21 = R29.

inani (lemali) Inani elipheleleko elibhadelwako.
isib. Nangabe usebenzisa imali ema- R5, R3 nama-R21, inani loke 
lemali oyisebenzisileko ma- R5 + R3 + R21 = R29.
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total value 
(number)

In our number system, the decimal 
number system, the value of a digit 
depends on its place, or position, in the 
number. Each place has a value of 10 
times the place to its right. The place 
values used in Grade 2 are tens and 
units.
e.g. This drawing shows 24 sticks.  
The total value of 2 in the tens place  
is 20.

24

inani lobungako 
(inomboro)

Erhelweni lethu leenomboro, irhelo 
leenomboro ezimadesimali, ubungako 
bedijithi liya ngendawo yalo nanyana 
kobana ikuphi enomborweni. 
Ubungako beendawo zamadijithi 
kuGreyidi 2 matjhumi namayunithi.
isib. Umgwalo lo utjengisa iingojwana 
ezima-24. Inani lobungako baka-2 
endaweni yamatjhumi ngu-20. 24

triangle A shape with three straight sides. uncantathu Ijamo elinamahlangothi amathathu.

turn To rotate (go around) a point.
e.g. When you open a door using a 
round doorhandle, you turn the handle. 

jika Ukujikeleza (uye ngapha nangapha) 
indawo.
isib. Lokha nawuvula umnyango 
usebenzisa isibambo esirono, ujikisa 
isibambo. 


two-digit 
number

A number which is written using two 
digits.
e.g. How many sticks are there? There 
are 24 sticks. 24 is a two-digit number.

24

inomboro 
enamadijithi amabili

Le yinomboro etlolwa ngokusebenzisa 
amadijithi amabili.
isib. Kuneengojwana ezingaki? 
Kuneengojwana ezima-24. U-24 
yinomboro enamadijithi amabili.

24
twos When things or objects come in groups of two.

e.g. We can count: 2, 4, 6 
We can say: 3 groups of 2 or 2 + 2 + 2 or 3 × 2.

ngakubili Lokha izinto nanyana okuthileko kuza ngamabuthelelo 
wangakubili.
isib. Singabala: 2, 4, 6 
Singatjho sithi: Amabuthelelo ama-3 wangaku-2 nanyana  
2 + 2 + 2 nanyana 3 × 2.
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Uu
underneath When something is below something 

else.
e.g. The ball is underneath the table.

ngephasi Lokha okuthileko kungaphasii kwento 
ethileko.
isib. Ibholo ingaphasi kwetafula.

unit Single items which can be counted to find out the total of 
number of items in a given group.

iyunithi Izinto ezingabalwa ngayinye ukuze kufunyanwe inani lazo 
ngebuthelelo lezinto ezinikelweko.

unitary fraction A fraction which has a numerator value of 1.
e.g. 1

5 , 1
7 , etc.

icezu lokupheleleko Icezu elinobungako benomboro ephezulu yaku-1.
isib. 1

5 , 1
7 , njll.

units/ones Another name for one. A single item.
e.g. In place value, the ones place can also be called the  
units place.

amayunithi/
ngakunye

Elinye ibizo lokukodwa. Into eyodwa. 
isib. Endaweni yobungako indawo yakunye ingabizwa ngendawo 
yamayunithi. 

unknown 
number

A number whose value you do not know and you need to find. inomboro 
engaziwako

Inomboro leyo ubungako bayo ongabaziko begodu okufanele 
ubufune.

up The opposite of down.
e.g. I pick the cup up from the table. 
This arrow is pointing up.

phezulu Igama eliphikisana nelithi phasi.
isib. Ngisise ikopi phezu kwetafula. 
Itlobeli likhombe phezulu.

Vv
value The value of something is how much that thing is worth. 

Numbers represent values.
inani Inani lento litjho kobana into leyo yaziswa khulu kangangani. 

Iinomboro zijamele ubungako.

variable A letter used to represent an unknown value.
e.g. The letters x and y can take on any numeric value that is 
assigned to them, such as x = 5 and y = 17.

umahluko Iledere esetjenziselwa ukujamela ubungako obungaziwako. 
isib. u-, x no-y. Iledere ingathatha obunye nobunye ubungako 
benomboro ebekelwe zona, isib. i-x = 5 bese i-y = 17.

vertical Going up and down.
e.g. The lines are vertical. They go from 
top to bottom.

ukuya enzasi thwi Kukwehla uye enzasi bewukhuphuke.
isib. Imida erogweni lomntazana iya 
enzasi. Imida isuka phezulu iye enzasi.
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views (top view, 
side view, front 
view)

What you see when you look at a shape from different positions.
e.g. This is the top, front and side view of a car.

ukubona (ukubona 
ngehla, ngemaqadi 
ngangaphambili)

Ngilokho okubonako lokha nawuqala ijamo useendaweni 
ezahlukeneko. 
isib. Ngenzasi lapha ubonailingaphezulu, ilingaphambili 
namaqadi wesiphaphamtjhini.

volume The amount of space occupied by an object. ivolumu Inani lendawo ethethwe yinto ethileko.

Ww
week See day. There are 7 days in a week. iveke Qala ilanga. Kunamalanga ali-7 evekeni.

whole All, everything, total amount. All of the parts together. okupheleleko Koke, inani loke. Zoke iingcenye zokupheleleko.

whole number Whole numbers are counting numbers starting from 0.
e.g. 0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, ...

inomboro epheleleko Iinomboro esizibalako ziinomboro esizibala kusuka ku-0.
isib. 0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, …

wider More wide.
e.g. This house door is wide but the church door is wider.

house church

width width

banzi Obunye ububanzi.
isib. Umnyango wendlu le ubanzi kodwana umnyango wesondo 
ubanzi khulu.

indlu isondo

ububanzi ububanzi
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width The distance across from side to side 
of an object.
e.g. The width of this door is 80 cm.

80 cm ububanzi Isikhala esivundlako ukusuka 
ehlangothini ukuya ehlangothini 
lokuthileko.
isib. Ububanzi bomnyango lo 
ma-80 cm.

80 cm

word problems Maths problems which are stated using words and numerals. 
They sometimes have diagrams.

imiraro yamagama Imiraro yeembalo evezwa ngokusebenzisa amagama 
neenomboro. Kwesinye isikhathi iba nemifanekiso  
namkha imigwalo.

Yy
year A year is a period of time that is 12 months long. The calendar 

year we use has 365 days (366 in a leap year).
umnyaka Umnyaka sikhathi esineenyanga ezili-12 ubude. Ikhalenda 

yomnyaka esetjenziswako inamalanga ama-365 (ama-366 
ngomnyaka obhasako).

yesterday One day ago. The day before today. izolo Ilanga elilodwa elidlulileko. Ilanga elandulela lanamhlanjesi.

Zz
zero The numeral 0, nothing or nought. iziro Inomboro 0, nganalitho namkha ilize.
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