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Introduction
In almost every South African classroom you will find speakers of a number of different languages. Because of this, you may need to teach in 
a slightly different way to include all learners. Firstly, acknowledge that your learners may speak a number of different languages, and find out 
more about the home languages of each learner. Then, use the bilingual dictionary to help you as you teach Mathematics.

This bilingual dictionary includes the daily list of lesson vocabulary that is included in the lesson plans and teacher’s notes. In the dictionary 
you will find explanations and diagrams for the lesson vocabulary. It is structured in alphabetical order according to the English terms.

Lesson vocabulary is the important mathematical vocabulary that is used in the lesson. Please go through the lesson vocabulary as part of 
your lesson preparation. These terms are important as they are the language of mathematics that each learner needs to learn and understand, 
in order to build a solid foundation and understanding of this subject. It is important to explain these words to your learners, and to encourage 
learners to use them as well.

You should also use more than one language to explain the words if necessary – the dictionary will help you to do this. Many South African 
Mathematics teachers already code-switch to help their learners understand mathematical concepts and terms. This means that they alternate 
between two or more languages when explaining mathematics. Research has shown that this is a very useful practice that does indeed help 
learners to understand. Code-switching allows teachers and learners to draw on all of their language skills to learn, rather than to be limited by 
one language only. This practice is now used internationally and is also called ‘translanguaging’.

If you have learners in your class who are not yet comfortable in the LoLT (Language of Teaching and Learning), try to explain the word in  
a language they understand. You can also use gestures or pictures to help you explain a concept. Another strategy is to let learners who speak  
the same language discuss the concept in their home language and explain to one another.

The revised CAPS Section 4 (Assessment) endorses the use of more than one language to speak mathematically.
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Matseno 
Mo bontshing jwa diphaposiborutelo mo Aforikaborwa o tlaa fitlhela babui ba dipuo di le mmalwa tse di farologaneng. Ka ntlha ya seno, o 
ka tlhoka go ruta ka tsela e e farologaneng go se kae go akaretsa barutwana botlhe. Sa ntlha, amogela gore barutwana ba gago ba ka nna 
ba bua dipuo di le mmalwa tse di farologaneng, mme o batlisise go le gontsi ka puogae ya morutwana mongwe le mongwe. Morago o dirise 
thanodi ya dipuopedi go go thusa fa o ntse o ruta dipalo. 

Thanodi eno ya dipuopedi e akaretsa lenaane la letsatsi le letsatsi la tlotlofoko ya thuto e e akareditsweng mo dithulaganyong tsa thuto le 
mo dintlhaneng tsa morutabana. Mo thanoding, o tlaa fitlhela ditlhaloso le ditshwantsho tsa tlotlofoko ya thuto. E rulagantswe ka tatelano ya 
dialefabete go ya ka mareo a Seesimane. 

Tlotlofoko ya thuto ke tlotlofoko e e botlhokwa ya dipalo e e dirisiwang mo thutong. Tsweetswee leba tlotlofoko ya thuto jaaka karolo ya 
go ipaakanyetsa thuto ya gago. Mareo ano a botlhokwa ka ntlha ya fa e le puo ya dipalo e morutwana mongwe le mongwe a tlhokang go e 
ithuta le go e tlhaloganya, go kgona go aga motheo o o tiileng le go tlhaloganya serutwa seno. Go botlhokwa go tlhalosetsa barutwana ba 
gago mafoko ano, le go rotloetsa barutwana go a dirisa. 

Gape o tshwanetse go dirisa dipuo tse di fetang bongwe go tlhalosa mafoko fa go tlhokega – thanodi e tlaa go thusa go dira seno. 
Barutabana ba le bantsi ba dipalo ba Aforikaborwa ba setse ba fetola dipuo go thusa barutwana ba bona go tlhaloganya dikgopolo le mareo 
a dipalo. Seno se raya gore ba refosanya dipuo tse pedi kgotsa go feta fa ba tlhalosa dipalo. Dipatlisiso di bontshitse gore seno ke mokgwa o o 
mosola thata o o thusang barutwana go tlhaloganya. Go fetola dipuo go letla barutabana le barutwana go dirisa bokgoni jotlhe jwa bona jwa 
puo go ithuta, go na le go lekanyediwa ke puo e le nngwe fela. Tiragatso eno jaanong e dirisiwa mo dinageng tse dingwe mme gape e bidiwa 
‘thefosanyo ya dipuontsi’. 

Fa o na le barutwana mo phaposing ya gago ba ba iseng ba tlhaloganye LoLT (Puo ya go Ruta le go Ithuta) sentle, leka go  
tlhalosa lefoko ka puo e ba e tlhaloganyang. Gape o ka dirisa ditshupo kgotsa ditshwantsho go go thusa go tlhalosa kgopolo.  
Leano le lengwe ke go letlelela barutwana ba ba buang puo e le nngwe go buisana ka kgopolo ka puogae, le go tlhalosetsana. 

Karolo 4 (Tlhatlhobo) ya CAPS e e tlhabolotsweng e tshegetsa tiriso ya dipuo tse di fetang bongwe go bua ka dipalo. 
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Maths word Explanation/diagram Phetolelo Tlhaloso/setshwantsho  

100 square A chart that has numbers written in ten 
rows of 1s, from 1–100. 

sekwere sa 100 Tšhate e e nang le dipalo tse di 
kwadilweng ka mela e le lesome  
ya bo1, go tloga go 1–100. 

1 000 square A chart that has numbers written in ten 
rows of 10s, from 10–1 000.

sekwere sa 1 000 Tšhate e e nang le dipalo tse di 
kwadilweng ka mela e le lesome  
ya bo10, go tloga go 10–1 000. 

Aa
above (position) In a higher place than.

e.g. The bird is higher than the dog. 
kwa godimo Mo lefelong le le kwa godimo go feta. 

sk. Nonyane e kwa godingwana go  
feta ntšwa.

absolute value The magnitude of a real number without regard to its sign.  
It means how far a number is from zero. 
e.g. The numbers –2 and 2 both have an absolute value of 2. 
They are both a distance of 2 from zero on a number line.

0 1 2 3 4 5–5 –4 –3 –2 –1

boleng jwa botlalo Bogolo jwa palo ya nnete kwa ntle ga go akanyetsa letshwao 
la yone. Go kaya gore palo e bokgakala jo bo kae go tswa go 
lefela. 
sk. Dipalo -2 le 2 tsotlhe di na le boleng jwa botlalo jwa 2. Tsotlhe 
di bokgakala jwa 2 go tswa go lefela mo molapalong.

0 1 2 3 4 5–5 –4 –3 –2 –1
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Maths word Explanation/diagram Phetolelo Tlhaloso/setshwantsho  

across Go from one side to another.
e.g. You walk across the road. You can draw a line across  
your page.

go kgabaganya Tsamaya go tswa kwa letlhakoreng le lengwe go ya go le lengwe. 
sk. O tsamaya ka maoto go kgabaganya tsela. O ka thala mola 
go kgabaganya tsebe ya gago.

add To join two or more numbers together to find the total amount.
e.g. 3 + 2 + 1 = 6

tlhakanya  Go kopanya dipalo tse pedi kgotsa go feta go bona palogotlhe. 
sk. 3 + 2 + 1 = 6

add hundreds To add groups of 100 starting from any given number. tlhakanya makgolo Go tlhakanya ditlhopha tsa di-100 go simolola ka palo nngwe  
le nngwe e e neetsweng.

add tens To add groups of 10 starting from any given number. tlhakanya bolesome Go tlhaka ditlhopha tsa 10 go simolola ka palo nngwe le nngwe  
e e neetsweng.

addition The operation that involves calculating the sum of two or more 
numbers.
e.g. 4 + 3 + 2 + 5 = 14

tlhakanyo/go 
tlhakanya 

Tiro e e akaretsang go balela palogotlhe ya dipalo tse pedi 
kgotsa go feta.
sk. 4 + 3 + 2 + 5 = 14

addition doubles Adding two numbers that are the same.
e.g. 5 + 5 = 10; 8 + 8 = 16

tlhakanyo gabedi Go tlhakanya dipalo tse pedi tse di tshwanang. 
sk. 5 + 5 = 10; 8 + 8 = 16

addition facts The basic sums of single-digit numbers. dintlha tsa go 
tlhakanya 

Dipalogotlhe tse di bonolo tsa dipalo tsa motso o le mongwe. 

after (a number) The number that comes next.
e.g. 5 comes after 4 if you are counting up.

morago ga (palo) Palo e e latelang. 
sk. 5 e tla morago ga 4 fa o balela kwa pele.

after (time) A time/event that comes later than another time.
e.g. You go home after the school day is finished.

morago ga (nako) Nako/tiragalo e e tlang morago ga nako e nngwe. 
sk. O ya gae morago ga sekolo se sena go tswa. 

afternoon The time between noon and evening. Noon is another word  
for midday and it is when the time is 12 o’clock in the middle of 
the day.

tshokologo Nako ya magareng ga sethoboloko le maitseboa. Sethoboloko 
ke lereo le lengwe la tadi e amusa fa nako e le ura ya bo12 
motshegare o mogolo. 

algebraic 
expression

An expression built up from constants (or numbers), variables 
(represented by alphabetic letters such as x and y), and 
the basic algebraic operations: addition (+), subtraction (–), 
multiplication (×), division (÷), whole number exponents, and 
roots.

polelo ya alejebora Polelo ya alejebora ke polelo e e agilweng go tswa mo dilong 
tse di tsepameng (kgotsa dipalo), dipharologantsho (tse di 
emetsweng ke ditlhaka tsa alefabete, sekai x le y), le ditiro  
tsa motheo tsa alejebora: go tlhakanya (+), go ntsha (–),  
go atisa (×), go arola (÷), diekeseponente tsa palo e e feletseng, 
le medi.
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Maths word Explanation/diagram Phetolelo Tlhaloso/setshwantsho  

algebraic 
thinking

A problem-solving approach that involves using variables, 
symbols, and mathematical operations to solve equations and 
manipulate expressions.

go akanya 
sealejebora 

Mokgwa wa go rarabolola mathata o o akaretsang go dirisa 
dipharologantsho, matshwao le ditiro tsa dipalo go rarabolola 
ditekanyetso le go dirisa dipolelo tsa tirisano. 

algorithm A method of calculation which is shown using numeric and 
symbolic working.
e.g. A horizontal algorithm involves writing the working across 
the page. A vertical algorithm involves writing things in columns 
of hundreds, tens and units.

alekoritime Mokgwa wa go balela o o bontshiwang ka go dirisa go dira ga 
dipalo le matshwao. 
sk. Alekoritime e e rapameng e akaretsa go kwala go ralala 
tsebe. Alekoritime e e tsepameng e akaretsa go kwala dilo ka 
dikholomo tsa makgolo, masome le diyuniti.

altogether Take everything together.
e.g. If you have 3 flowers in one hand 
and 2 flowers in the other hand, you 
have 5 flowers altogether.

gotlhelele Tsaya dilo tsotlhe mmogo. 
sk. Fa o na le mabolomo a le 3 mo 
seatleng se le sengwe le mabolomo 
a le 2 mo seatleng se sengwe o na le 
mabolomo a le 5 gotlhelele.

am/pm am – times in the morning from midnight until noon. 
pm – times in the afternoon after 12 o’clock (noon) and up  
to midnight.

am/pm am – nako ya phakela go tloga go bosigogare go fitlha ka 
sethoboloko.
pm – nako ya tshokologo morago ga ura ya bo12 (sethoboloko) 
go fitlha bosigogare. 

amongst/
between

When you share things between more than two people or 
groups you say ‘share amongst’.
e.g. I share 40 sweets amongst my class of 40 learners.

magareng Fa o kgaogany/aroganya a dilo magareng ga batho ba ba 
fetang bobedi kgotsa setlhopha re a re ‘kgaoganya magareng’. 
sk. Ke kgaoganya/aroganya disubitshi tse 40 magareng ga 
mophatho wa me wa barutwana ba le 40.

amount ‘How much’ of something. Similar to number.
e.g. I have an amount of money but I have a number of eggs  
in my basket.

bokalo/selekano ‘Ke bokalo’ jwa sengwe. Go tshwana le palo. 
sk. Ke na le bokalo jwa tšhelete mme ke na le palo ya mae mo 
serotong sa me. 

analogue clock/
analogue time

A clock with the numbers 1 to 12 around 
the face and a rotating short hand 
to show the hours, and long hands to 
show the minutes and seconds.
e.g. The analogue time here is  
8 o’clock.

12
1

2

3

4
567

8

9

10
11

tshupanako ya 
analoko/nako ya 
analoko 

Tshupanako ya dipalo 1 go fitlha 
go 12 mo sefatlhegong le lenaka le 
le khutshwane le le dikologang go 
bontsha diura, le lenaka le le telele le le 
bontshang metsotso le metsotswana. 
sk. Nako ya analoko e e fa godimo ke 
ura ya borobedi. 

12
1

2

3

4
567

8

9

10
11
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Maths word Explanation/diagram Phetolelo Tlhaloso/setshwantsho  

analogue scale A measuring scale that has a face 
which is marked so that you can read  
a measurement.
e.g. This is a scale used to measure 
mass in kilograms. kg

sekale sa analoko Sekale se se lekanyetsang se se nang 
le sefatlhego se se tshwailweng gore o 
kgone go buisa tekanyetso. 
sk. Sekale se se dirisediwang go 
lekanyetsa boima ka dikilogerama. kg

analyse To study carefully and think about what something means.  
In data handling learners have to analyse the data collected – 
they need to work out what it can tell them.

sekaseka/lokolola Go sekaseka ka kelotlhoko mme o akanya gore selo se ka 
kaya eng. Mo go direng ka datha, barutwana ba tshwanetse go 
lokolola datha e e kokoantsweng – ba tshwanetse go batla gore 
e ka ba bolelela eng. 

analyse (data) To look at something closely to find a pattern or meaning in it. lokolola (datha) Go leba ka kelotlhoko go bona paterone kgotsa tlhaloso mo 
sengweng. 

anti-clockwise The opposite direction to how 
the hands on an analogue 
clock move.

molemeng Letlhakore le le furaletseng 
kwa manaka a tshupanako ya 
analoko a tsamaelang teng. 

apparatus Things that you use when you do practical work.
e.g. The apparatus used when you do a capacity activity could 
be a jug and some measuring cylinders.

didiriswa Dilo tse o di dirisang fa o dira tiro. 
sk. Sediriswa se se dirisiwang fa o dira tiro ya mothamo e ka nna 
jeke le diselenere tse di lekanyetsang.

appropriate 
symbols

The symbols that are correct for the given question.
e.g. If the question says ‘add 23 to 45’, the appropriate symbol is 
an addition symbol ‘+’.

matshwao a a 
maleba 

Matshwao a a siametseng karabo e e neetsweng. 
sk. Fa potso e re ‘tlhakanya 23 le 45’ letshwao le le maleba ke 
letshwao la tlhakanya  ‘+’.

approximate Estimate an amount or total usually by rounding off numbers. phopholetso Go fopholetsa bokalo gongwe palogotlhe gantsi ka go garela 
dipalo. 

area The amount of surface enclosed by the perimeter of a 2-D 
shape. The surface area of a 3-D object is the amount of surface 
that covers the object.

boalo Bokalo jwa boalo jo bo tswetsweng ke sebopego sa 2-D.
Boalogodimo jwa selo sa 3-D ke selekanyo sa boalogodimo jo 
bo khurumetsang selo. 

arithmetic Area of mathematics, including addition, subtraction, decimals 
and fractions.

thutapalo/
aretemetiki

Dikarolo tsa Dipalo, tse di akaretsang go tlhakanya, go ntsha, 
ditesimale le dipalophatlho. 
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Maths word Explanation/diagram Phetolelo Tlhaloso/setshwantsho  

array A set of objects or numbers that are 
arranged in an order, often in rows and 
columns in a grid.

kokoanyo Sete ya dilo kgotsa dipalo tse di 
rulaganeng ka tatelano, gantsi di le 
mo meleng le mo dikholomong mo 
keriting. 

ascending order Arranged from smallest to largest.
e.g. 2, 4, 6, 8, 10

tatelano e e 
tlhatlogang 

Go rulagantswe go tloga kwa go e nnyennye go ya kwa go e 
kgolokgolo. 
sk. 2, 4, 6, 8, 10

axes/axis The axes (axis – singular) of 
a graph are the vertical and 
horizontal lines which create 
a point of reference for the 
graph.
e.g. The horizontal axis of 
this graph shows the colours 
of cars and the vertical axis 
shows how many of each type 
were counted in a survey.

350
300
250
200
150
100
50

red blue pink green

Cars going  
past the school gate

Car colours

N
um

be
r o

f c
ar

s

ase Diase (ase – bongwe) tsa 
kerafo ke mela e e tsepameng 
le e e rapameng e e bopang 
ntlha a kaelo ya kerafo. 
sk. Ase e e repameng ya 
kerafo e bontsha mebala 
ya dikoloi mme ase e e 
tsepameng e bontsha gore ke 
tse kae tsa mofuta mongwe le 
mongwe tse di badilweng mo 
tshekatshekong.

350
300
250
200
150
100
50

khibidu pududu pinki tala

Dikoloi tse di fetang  
fa hekeng ya sekolo

Mebala ya dikoloi

Pa
lo

 y
a 

di
ko

lo
i

Bb
back The part which is behind or at the end.

e.g. Here you can see the front and the 
back of a car. Also, if ten people are 
in a line, the last one is the one at the 
back.

morago Karolo e e kwa morago kgotsa kwa 
bokhutlong. 
sk. Fano kgona go bona kwa pele le 
kwa morago ga koloi. Gape, fa batho 
ba le lesome ba le mo moleng, wa 
bofelo ke ena yo o kwa morago. 

backwards In the reverse of the usual way.
e.g. When you count backwards the numbers get smaller:  
10, 9, 8, 7, …

sammamorago Poelo morago go tswa mo tseleng ya tlwaelo. 
sk. Fa o balela kwa morago dipalo di nna dinnyennyane:  
10, 9, 8, 7, ....
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Maths word Explanation/diagram Phetolelo Tlhaloso/setshwantsho  

balance Having the same mass on either side. 
When there is the same mass on either 
side, the scale is said to balance.

lekalekana Go nna le boima jo bo tshwanang  
mo letlhakoreng lengwe le lengwe.  
Fa go na le boima jo bo tshwanang  
mo matlhakoreng otlhe, gatwe sekale 
se a lekalekana. 

balance scale A scale which is used to measure mass. sekale sa tekatekano Sekale se se dirisiwang go lekanyetsa 
boima. 

ball shapes 
(spheres)

A three-dimensional (3-D) 
object that is perfectly round.

dibopego tsa bolo 
(kgolokwe) 

Sebopego sa 
matlhakoremararo (3-D) se se 
kgolokwe sentle. 

bar graph A graph which shows the 
number of things using bars.
e.g. This bar graph shows car 
colours from a survey.

350
300
250
200
150
100
50

red blue pink green

Cars going  
past the school gate

Car colours

N
um

be
r o

f c
ar

s
kerafobara Kerafo e e bontshang palo ya 

dilo e dirisa dibara.
sk. Kerafobara eno e bontsha 
mebala ya dikoloi go tswa mo 
tshekatshekong. 

350
300
250
200
150
100
50

khibidu pududu pinki tala

Dikoloi tse di fetang  
fa hekeng ya sekolo

Mebala ya dikoloi

Pa
lo

 y
a 

di
ko

lo
i

base ten The base of a number system that involves grouping in tens.
e.g. Our number system uses a base of ten. There are ten units  
in one ten, ten tens in one hundred, and so on.

motheo wa lesome Motheo wa thulaganyo ya dipalo e e akaretsang go baya ka 
masome.
sk. Thulaganyo ya rona ya dipalo e dirisa motheo wa lesome.  
Go na le diyuniti tse lesome mo lesomeng le le lengwe, masome 
a le lesome mo lekgolong, jalo le jalo.

bathroom scale A scale that is used to measure mass.  
It is put on the ground and you stand 
on it and then you can read your mass.

sekale sa 
phaposibotlhapelo 

Sekale se se dirisiwang go lekanyetsa 
boima. Se bewa fa fatshe mme o ema 
mo godimo ga sona mme morago o 
kgona go buisa boima jwa gago. 
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Maths word Explanation/diagram Phetolelo Tlhaloso/setshwantsho  

before (position) A number that is in front of another number, in the counting 
sequence.
e.g. 5 comes before 6.

pele (maemo) Palo e e tlang pele ga palo e nngwe, mo tatelanong ya go bala. 
sk. 5 o tla pele ga 6.

before (time) A time/event that comes earlier than another time.
e.g. You eat breakfast before you come to school.

pele (nako) Nako/tiragalo e e tlang pele ga nako e nngwe. 
sk. O ja difitlholo pele o tla kwa sekolong. 

behind (position) At the back.
e.g. The car is behind the tree.

kwa morago 
(maemo) 

Kwa morago. 
sk. Koloi e kwa morago ga setlhare.

below (position) Beneath, or in a lower place than.
e.g. The dog is below the bird.

fa tlase (maemo) Fa tlase ga. 
sk. Ntšwa ka fa tlase ga nonyane.

between/
in between 
(position)

A number or numbers in the middle of 
two numbers.
e.g. 4 and 5 are between 3 and 6.

An object can also be between two 
other objects.
e.g. The ball is between the box and  
the broom.

3 4 5 6

magareng ga/mo 
gare ga (maemo) 

Palo kgotsa dipalo tse di mo gare ga 
dipalo tse pedi. 
sk. 4 le 5 di mo gare ga 3 le 6. 

Selo le sona se ka fitlhelwa mo gare ga 
dilo di le pedi. 
sk. Bolo e mo gare ga lebokoso le 
lefeelo. 

3 4 5 6
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Maths word Explanation/diagram Phetolelo Tlhaloso/setshwantsho  

big, bigger, 
biggest 
(number)/
bigger than

When you order numbers, you might use words such as big, 
bigger and biggest.
e.g. 5 is bigger than 4. If you have the numbers 45, 46 and 47, 
then 47 is the biggest of those numbers.

kgolo, kgolwanyane, 
kgolokgolo (palo)/ 
kgolwanyane mo go 
kgotsa go na le 

Fa o rulaganya dilo, o ka nna wa dirisa mafoko a a jaaka kgolo, 
kgolwanyane, kgolokgolo.
sk. 5 e kgolwanyane mo go 4. Fa o na le dipalo 45, 46, le 47, go 
raya gore 47 ke palo e kgolokgolo mo dipalong tseo. 

big, bigger, 
biggest (shape)

Shapes come in different sizes and can 
be ordered according to their size.
e.g. Circle 1 is big, but circle 2 is bigger 
and circle 3 is the biggest.

3

2

1

kgolo, kgolwanyane, 
kgolokgolo (popego) 

Dipopego di tla ka bogolo jo bo 
farologaneng mme di ka rulaganngwa 
go ya ka bogolo. 
sk. Tshekeletsa 1 e kgolo, fela 
tshekeletsa 2 e kgolwanyane mme 
tshekeletsa 3 e kgolokgolo.

3

2

1

biggest 
(number)

When we write numbers in order, we will write them from the 
smallest to the biggest or from the biggest to the smallest.
e.g. 32, 33, 34, 35 is written from the smallest to the biggest.

kgolokgolo (palo) Fa re kwala dipalo ka tatelano re tlaa di kwala go tswa go e 
nnyenye go ya go e kgolokgolo. 
sk. 32, 33, 34, 35 di kwadilwe go tswa go e nnyenye go ya go e 
kgolokgolo.

billion A thousand million or 1 000 000 000 bilione Dimilione di le sekete. 1 000 000 000 

birthday The day you were born.
e.g. 15 February 2006

letsatsi la botsalo Letsatsi le o tsetsweng ka lona. 
sk. 15 Tlhakole 2006

bottom The lowest or deepest part of anything.
e.g. The thick book is at the bottom of 
the pile.

tlase Karolo e e kwa tlase kgotsa kwa 
botennye ya selo. 
sk. Buka e kima e kwa tlase ga mokoa 
wa dibuka. 

box shapes 
(prisms)

A solid object that has six faces. dipopego tsa 
mabokoso/porisime  

Selo se se kompa se se nang 
le difatlhego di le thataro tse di 
tshwanang. 
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breadth The distance across or from side to 
side. It is sometimes called the width.

bophara Sekgala sa go kgabaganya 
kgotsa go tswa kwa 
letlhakoreng le lengwe go ya 
kwa go le lengwe. 

break down/
breaking down

Breaking down numbers is done when a number is broken down 
to two smaller numbers.
e.g. 5 = 4 + 1 or 5 = 3 + 2

5 6 7 8 9 100 1 2 3 4

5

4

1

3 + 2

go kgaoganya/  
go tlhatlhamolola 

Go kgaoganya dipalo go dirwa fa dipalo di kgaoganngwa go 
nna dipalo tse pedi tse dinnye. 
sk. 5 = 4 + 1 kgotsa 5 = 3 + 2

5 6 7 8 9 100 1 2 3 4

5

4

1

3 + 2

bridging 
through ten

When adding units together and the answer is bigger than ten.
e.g. 8 + 7 = 15

go kgabaganyetsa 
go lesome 

Fa o tlhakanya metso mmogo mme karabo e nna kgolwanyane 
mo go lesome. 
sk. 8 + 7 = 15

build up/ 
building up

Building up numbers is when numbers are put together to make 
other bigger numbers.

5 6 7 8 9 100 1 2 3 4

5

4

1

agelela/go agelela Go agelela dipalo ke fa go kopanngwa dipalo go dira dipalo tse 
dingwe tse di kgolwanayane. 

5 6 7 8 9 100 1 2 3 4

5

4

1
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bundle A group of things put together. They 
could be tied up (for example with 
string).
e.g. There is one bundle of 10 sticks and 
6 loose sticks that are not bundled.

ngatana Setlhopha sa dilo tse di beilweng 
mmogo. Di ka tswa di bofilwe (go fa 
sekai, di bofilwe ka mogala). 
sk. Mo setshwantshong o kgona 
go bona ngatana e le nngwe ya 
dithobane di le 10 le dithobane di le 6 
tse di sa bofiwang tseo di sa bewang 
jaaka ngatana. 

buy Hand over money to pay for goods. reka Neelana ka madi go duelela dithoto. 

Cc
calculate Find the answer. Work out the solution. balela Batla karabo ka go batla tharabololo. 

calculation Mathematical working with numbers. palelo Go dira ka dipalo sedipalo. 

calculation 
strategies

Mathematical working can be done in different ways – these are 
called strategies.
e.g. To add numbers together you could calculate the answer 
by counting all the numbers, using doubling, writing out the 
numbers in columns and adding the tens and units, etc.

ditogamaano tsa go 
balela 

Go dira ka dipalo sedipalo go ka dirwa ka ditsela tse di 
farologaneng – tseno di bidiwang ditogamaano. 
sk. Go tlhakanya dipalo o ka balelela go bona karabo ka go 
balela dipalo tsotlhe, go oketsa gabedi, go kwala dipalo mo 
dikholomong le go tlhakanya masome le metso, j.j.

calculator A device that performs mathematical functions. sebaledi/
khalekhuleita

Sediriswa se se dirang ditiro tsa dipalo. 

calendar A table showing the year broken up into months, weeks and 
days.

khalendara Lenaane le le bontshang ngwaga e kgaogantswe ka: dikgwedi, 
dibeke le malatsi. 

calibrated Marked so that correct values can be 
determined.
e.g. The measuring scale is calibrated 
in kilograms and grams.

0 1
2
3

456
7

8
9

lekalekantswe/
khaleboreitilwe

Go tshwailwe gore go bonwe boleng jo 
bo nepagetseng. 
sk. Sekale sa go lekanyetsa se 
tshwailwe ka dikilogeramo le digerama.

0 1
2
3

456
7

8
9

calibration lines A scale is marked with little lines that 
are called calibrations.
e.g. The bathroom scale has 
calibrations in kilograms.

mela ya 
tekatekanyo/ 
mela ya go 
khaliboreita

Sekale se tshwailwe ka mela e mennye 
e e bidiwang matshwao a tekatekanyo.
sk. Sekale seno sa phaposi 
botlhapelo se na le ditekatekanyo tsa 
dikilogeramo.
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capacity The amount a container can hold when 
it is full.
e.g. This container is filled to its 
capacity.

mothamo  Selekano se setshodi/setshelo se se 
tshwarang fa se tletse. 
sk. Setshodi se tladitswe go fitlha kwa 
mothamong. 

categories 
(data)

To arrange data you use categories. The categories give some  
of the different types into which the data can be sorted.
e.g. Cars come in different colours. You can group cars by their 
colour, then the car colours form categories, such as red, green, 
white and blue.

dikarolo (datha) Go rulaganya datha o dirisa dikarolo. Dikarolo di neela mengwe 
ya mefuta e e farologaneng e datha e ka tlhaolwang ka yone. 
sk. Dikoloi di tla ka mebala e e farologaneng. O ka kgobokanya 
dikoloi go ya ka mmala, mme mebala ya dikoloi e tlhama 
dikarolo, jaaka bohibidu, botala bosweu le bopududu. 

centimetre A metric unit used to measure length. A ruler is usually marked  
in centimetres (cm). 100 cm = 1 metre (m)

sentimetara Ke yuniti ya meteriki e e dirisediwang go lekanyetsa botelele. 
Rula ka gale e tshwailwe ka disentimetara (cm).  
100 cm = metara o le 1 (m) 

cents (and 
rands)

Money values used in South 
Africa.

disente (le diranta) Boleng jwa madi jo bo 
dirisiwang mo Aforikaborwa. 

century 100 years. ngwagakgolo Dingwaga tse 100. 

change (money) When you pay for something and you give more money than is 
needed, you get some money back. This money you get back is 
called change.
e.g. You give a shopkeeper R10,00 to pay for a pen that costs 
R2,50. The shopkeeper will give you R7,50 change.

tšhentšhi (tšhelete) Fa o duelela sengwe mme o neela tšhelete e e ntsi go na le e 
e batlegang, o bona poelo ya tšhelete. Tšhelete o e bonang e 
bidiwa tšhentšhi. 
sk. O neela mong wa lebenkele R10,00 go duelela pene ya R2,50. 
Mong wa lebenkele o tlaa go neela tšhentšhi ya R7,50.

check 
(calculation)

When you redo a calculation using the same or a different 
method, you check it to see if it is correct.

tlhola (palelo) Fa o dira palelo gape o dirisa tsela e e tshwanang kgotsa e e 
farologaneng, o a e tlhola go bona gore a mme e siame. 
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circle A two-dimensional (2-D) shape that is 
perfectly round.

tshekeletsa/sekele Popego ya tlhakorepedi (2-D) e e 
kgolokwe sentle. 

clockface The front of a clock which you read 
when you tell the time.
e.g. This is an analogue clockface.

12
1

2

3

4
567

8

9

10
11

sefatlhego sa 
tshupanako 

Bokopele jwa tshupanako jo o bo 
balang fa o bua nako. 
sk. So ke sefatlhego sa tshupanako  
ya analoko. 

12
1

2

3

4
567

8

9

10
11

clockwise Same direction to how the 
hands on an analogue clock 
move.

mojeng Ntlha e e tshwanang le e 
matsogo a tshupanako ya 
analoko a tsamaelang kwa  
go yona. 

coins and notes The money that we use to pay 
for goods or services comes in 
coins and notes.

madi a papetlana/
dikhoene le madi  
a pampiri 

Madi a re a dirisiwang go 
duela dithoto kgotsa ditirelo a 
tla ka dipapetlana/dikhoene le 
dipampiri. 

collect Put things together.
e.g. I collect the cups after the party. I collect 5c coins to give  
to charity.

go kgobokanya/ 
go kokoanya 

Go baya dilo mmogo. 
sk. Ke kgobokantse dikopi morago ga moletlo. Ke kgobokantse 
di 5c go neela batlhoki. 

collection A group of things that have been put together.
e.g. I have a collection of marbles.

kgobokanyo/
kokoanyo 

Setlhopha sa dilo tse di kgobokantsweng mmogo. 
sk. Ke na le le dimmabole tse ke di kgobokantseng. 

colour (red, 
blue, green, 
yellow)

The shade of things that we see. 
Red – e.g. Blood is red.
Blue – e.g. The sky is blue on a sunny day.
Green – e.g. Fresh grass and the leaves of trees are green. 
Yellow – e.g. Butter is yellow; ripe lemons are yellow.

mmala (khibidu, 
pududu, tala, 
serolwana) 

Mmala wa dilo tse re di bonang. 
Khibidu – sk. Madi a mahibidu. 
Bopududu – sk. Loapi le lepududu fa go le letsatsi. 
Botala – sk. Tlhaga le matlhare a ditlhare di ditala. 
Serolwana – sk. Botoro e serolwana; diratsuru tse di buduleng  
di serolwana. 



13

Maths word Explanation/diagram Phetolelo Tlhaloso/setshwantsho  

columns  
(and rows)

A set of objects or numbers can be 
arranged in order, often in rows and 
columns in a grid/array. The rows go 
across from left to right in the grid.  
The columns go from top to bottom  
in the grid.
e.g. The first row has the numbers 1, 2, 
3, 4 in it. The second column has the 
numbers 2, 4, 6 in it.

dikholomo (le mela) Sete ya dilo kgotsa dipalo tse di 
rulaganeng ka tatelano, gantsi mo 
moleng le dikholomo mo kiriting/ 
kokoanyong. Mela e tsamaya go tswa 
mo molemeng go ya ko mojeng mo 
kiriting. Dikholomo di tsamaya go tswa 
kwa godimo go ya kwa tlase  
mo kiriting. 
sk. Mola wa ntlha o na le dipalo 1, 2, 3, 4 
mo go ona. Kholomo ya bobedi e na le 
dipalo 2, 4, 6 mo go yona. 

combination Things that are put together to make something.
e.g. The combination of 10 and 5 makes the number 15.

kopanyo Dilo tse di beilweng/kopantsweng mmogo go dira sengwe. 
sk. Kopanyo ya 10 le 5 e dira palo 15. 

combine Put things together. kopanya Baya dilo mmogo. 

compare To look for similarities or differences.
e.g. You can compare the sizes of numbers.  
4 is smaller than 5.
96 is bigger than 92.
85 is equal to 85.
9 is greater than 4. 4 is less than 9.
10 is the same as 2 × 5.
You can also compare the sizes of shapes.  
See big/bigger etc.

bapisa Go bona tse di tshwanang kgotsa tse di farologaneng. 
sk. O ka bapisa bogolo jwa dipalo. 
4 e nnyennyane mo go 5. 
96 e kgolwanyane mo go 92. 
85 e lekana le 85. 
9 e kgolwanyane mo go 4. 4 e nnyennyane mo go 9. 
10 e tshwana le 2 × 5.
Gape o ka bapisa bogolo jwa dipopego.  
Bona mo go kgolo/kgolwanyane j.j.

compass 
directions

The compass directions North, South, 
East and West are used when you need 
to find position and direction.

N

E

S

W

dintlha tsa 
khampase 

Dintlha tsa khampase tsa Bokone, 
Borwa, Botlhaba le Bophirima di 
dirisiwa fa o batla go bona kemo  
le ntlha. 

Bkn

Btlh

Bor

Bop

cone A geometric shape with a round base 
and a curved surface that tapers to  
a point.

khouno Popego ya jometeri mo botlase bo 
leng kgolokwe mme bogodimo bo le 
segoro mme bo feleletsa e nna ntlha. 
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congruent Identical in shape and size. tshwanang Tshwanang e kaya sebopego le bogolo 
jo bo tshwanang. 

consecutive 
numbers 

Numbers that follow each other in an unbroken order.
e.g. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, …

dipalo tse di 
latelanang 

Dipalo tse di latelanang ka tatelano e e sa kgaogeng. 
sk. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, ...

container An object that can be used for holding 
things.

setshelo/setshodi Setshelo se ka dirisiwa go tshwara dilo. 

convert To change.
e.g. You can convert a number from one form to another.
1
2 = 0,5

fetolela Go fetola. 
sk. O ka fetolela palo go tswa mo sebopegong se sengwe go ya 
go se sengwe. 1

2 = 0,5

copy (a pattern) Something that looks exactly 
like another thing is a copy of 
that other thing.
e.g. This pattern is made by 
drawing 6 repeated copies 
of three circles – white, black, 
white.

khopi (paterone) Selo se se tshwanang le se 
sengwe ke khopi ya selo seo. 
sk. Paterone eno e dirilwe 
ka go thala dikhopi di le 6 
tse di boeleditsweng tsa 
ditshekeletsa tse tharo – 
bosweu, bontsho, bosweu.

cost The amount you have to pay for things you want to buy.
e.g. If one chocolate costs R5,00 then two chocolates will cost 
R10,00.

boleng/tshenyegelo Bokalo jo o tshwanetseng go bo duelela dilo tse o batlang go  
di reka. 
sk. Fa tšhokolete e le nngwe e ja R5,00 go raya gore ditšhokolete 
di pedi di tlaa ja R10,00. 

count Say numbers in the correct numerical order. bala Bua dipalo ka tatelano e e nepagetseng. 

counting back Counting down (backwards) from a given number. To subtract 
you can count back from the bigger number to the smaller 
number.
e.g. 18 – 5 = 13. Count back: 18 ... 17, 16, 15, 14, 13

15 16 17 18 19 2011 12 13 14

go balela kwa 
morago 

Go balela kwa morago go raya go balela go ya kwa tlase 
(morago) go tswa mo palong e e neetsweng. Go ntsha o ka 
balela kwa morago go tswa mo palong e kgolo go ya go e nnye. 
sk. 18 – 5 = 13. Balela morago: 18 ... 17, 16, 15, 14, 13

15 16 17 18 19 2011 12 13 14
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counting in 10s, 
50s and 100s

When you count in groups from a given number.
e.g. Count in 10s from 15: 15, 25, 35, 45, 55, 65
Count in 50s to 200: 50, 100, 150, 200

go balela ka bo 10, 
50, 100 

Fa o bala ka ditlhopha go tswa mo palong e e neetsweng. 
sk. Bala ka bo 10 go tswa go 15: 15, 25, 35, 45, 55, 65
Bala ka bo 50s to 200: 50, 100, 150, 200

counting on Counting forwards from a given number. To add you can count 
on. Usually you count on from the bigger number.
e.g. 13 + 2 = 15. Count on: 13, 14, 15

15 16 17 18 19 2011 12 13 14

balela pele Go balela ko pele go raya go bala go ya pele go tswa mo 
palong e e neetsweng. Go tlhakanya o ka bala go ya pele. 
Gantsi o bala go ya pele go tswa mo palong e kgolwanyane. 
sk. 13 + 2 = 15. Balela pele: 13, 14, 15

15 16 17 18 19 2011 12 13 14

cube A figure shaped like a box with 6 flat 
square faces that are the same size.

khube Setshwano se se bopegileng jaaka 
lebokoso. Se na le difatlhego tse 6 tsa 
khutlonne tse di sephaphathi tse di 
lekanang ka bogolo. 

cube number To calculate a cube number, multiply a number by itself and 
then by itself again.
e.g. 5³ means 5 × 5 × 5 = 125. Therefore, 125 is a cube number or 
we could say 5 cubed is 125.

palo ya khube Go balela palo ya khube, o atisa palo ka boyona mme o atise  
ka yone gape. 
sk. 5³ e kaya 5 × 5 × 5 = 125. Ka jalo, 125 ke palo ya khube. 
Gongwe o ka re khube ya 5 cubed ke 125.

cube root The cube root is the reverse of the cube of a number and is 
denoted by √

___3 .

e.g. √
___3
216 is the cube root of 216 = 6, because when 6 is 

multiplied by itself and then by itself again (6 × 6 × 6),  
it gives 216.

modi wa khube Modi wa khube ke ke pusetso morago ya khube ya palo mme  
o supiwa ka √

___3 .

sk. √
___3
216 , ke gore, modi wa khube wa 216 = 6 ka gonne fa  

6 e atisiwa ka boyone mme morago ga moo ka boyone gape  
(6 × 6 × 6), e neela 216.

currency Another word for money. ledi Lefoko le lengwe la tšhelete. 

curved (round) 
sides/edges

A side that is not straight.
e.g. A circle has a curved edge.

-nang le segoro 
(kgolokwe) 
matlhakore/losi 

Letlhakore le le sa tlhamalalang. 
sk. Tshekeletsa e na le losi lo lo segoro.

curved  
(see round)

Curves are not straight. digoro (bona 
kgolokwe) 

Digoro ga di a tlhamalala. 
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curved surface A curved surface is rounded. A shape can roll on a curved 
surface. See roll/slide.

boalo jo bo segoro Boalo jo bo segoro bo kgolokwe. Sebopego se ka kgokologa mo 
boalong jo bo segoro. Leba kgokologa/relela. 

cylinder A figure that is shaped like a can.  
It has two flat circular faces (sides)  
and one curved surface.

selintara/selennere Popego e e bopegileng jaaka moteme. 
E na le matlhakore a le mabedi a a 
sephaphati a a nang le difatlhego tse 
ditshekeletsa le boalo bo le bongwe jo 
bo segoro. 

Dd
data A collection of facts, such as values or measurements.

e.g. Information about the heights of the learners in your class, 
the numbers of different coloured cars in the school yard, and  
so on.

datha Kgobokanyo ya dintlha di tshwana le boleng kgotsa 
ditekanyetso. 
sk. Tshedimosetso ka ga botelele jwa barutwana mo mophatong 
wa gago, palo ya dikoloi tsa mebala e e farologaneng mo 
jarateng ya sekolo, jalo le jalo.

day/week A period of time that is 24 hours long. There are 7 days in a 
week. See days of the week.

letsatsi/beke Paka ya nako ya diura di le 24. Go na le malatsi a le 7 mo bekeng. 
Lebelela malatsi a beke. 

days of the 
week

Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday.

malatsi a beke Sontaga, Mosupologo, Labobedi, Laboraro, Labone, Labotlhano 
le Lamatlhatso. 

decompose A technique that allows numbers to be split and recombined  
(put together) to make calculations easier.
e.g. 49 + 18

= 49 + 1 + 17 (decompose 18 into 17 + 1)
= 50 + 17
= 67

tlhatlhamolola Thekeniki e e letlang gore dipalo di kgaogangwe le go 
kopanngwa gape go dira gore go balela go nne bonolo. 
sk. 49 + 18

= 49 + 1 + 17 (tlhatlhamolola 18 go nna 17 + 1) 
= 50 + 17
= 67

decrease Make smaller or less. fokotsa Dira nnyennyane kgotsa kwa tlase. 

demarcations The labels on a scale that you use to read a measurement.
e.g. This ruler has centimetre demarcations. It also has smaller 
demarcations which are called millimetres.

dikaroganyo Dileibole tse di mo sekaleng tse o di dirisetsang go buisa 
tekanyetso. 
sk. Rula e na le dikarolo tsa disentimetara. Gape e na le 
dikarolwana tse dinnye tse di bidiwang dimilimetara.
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denominator The bottom number in a fraction numeral which is written using 
symbols.
e.g. 34 (in this fraction 4 is the denominator).

dinomineitha Palo e e kwa tlase mo palophatlong e e kwalwang go dirisiwa 
matshwao. 
sk. 34 (mo palophatlong eno dinomineitha ke 4).

descending 
order 

Arranged from largest to smallest.
e.g. 10, 8, 6, 4, 2

tatelano e e 
fologelang 

Go rulagantswe go tswa go e kgolokgolo go ya go e nnyennye. 
sk. 10, 8, 6, 4, 2

describe  
(a pattern)

To tell or write about a pattern to explain how the pattern is 
made up.
e.g. 3, 5, 7, 9
This pattern is made by starting at 3 and then adding 2 every 
time to get to the next number in the pattern.

tlhalosa (paterone) Go bua kgotsa go kwala ka paterone go tlhalosa ka moo 
paterone e dirilweng ka teng. 
sk. 3, 5, 7, 9
Paterone eno e dirilwe go simololwa kwa go 3 mme o ntse 
o tlhakanya ka 2 nako nngwe le nngwe go bona go ya kwa 
palong e e latelang mo pateroneng. 

diagrammatic 
form

Something which is given in a drawing form.
e.g. You can give fractions in diagrammatic form in circles or 
many other shapes. These are some different diagrammatic 
forms:

sebopegotshwantsho/ 
popego ya  
daekeramo

Sengwe se se neetsweng ka mokgwa wa sethalwa. 
sk. O ka neela dipalophatlo ka sebopegotshwantsho ka mokgwa 
wa ditshekeletsa kgotsa ka dipopego tse dintsi tse dingwe. Eno 
ke mefuta mengwe e e farologaneng ya dipopegotshwantsho:

difference 
(subtraction)

The answer found when subtracting two numbers.
e.g. The difference between 10 and 7 is 3.

pharologano  
(go ntsha) 

Karabo e e bonwang fa go ntshiwa dipalo tse pedi. 
sk. Pharologano magareng ga 10 le 7 ke 3. 

difference in 
time

The amount of time between two given times. pharologano mo 
nakong 

Bokalo jwa nako mo gare ga dinako tse pedi tse di neetsweng. 

different Things that are not the same. farologane Dilo tse di sa tshwaneng. 

2-digit/3-digit A digit is a symbol used to show a number.
e.g. 25 is a 2-digit number. 356 is a 3-digit number.

metso me-2/ 
metso me-3  

Motso ke letshwao le le dirisiwang go bontsha palo. 
sk. 25 ke palo ya metso me-2. 356 ke palo ya metso me-3. 

digit A digit is a symbol that is used to represent the numbers 1–9  
and 0. The digits we use are 0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9.
e.g. 49 is made up of 2 digits, namely, 4 and 9.
205 is made up of 3 digits, namely, 2, 0 and 5.

motso/dijiti Motso ke letshwao le le dirisediwang go emela dipalo 1–9 le 0. 
Metso e re e dirisang ke 0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 le 9. 
sk. 49 e dirilwe ka metso e le 2, e leng, 4 le 9. 
205 e dirilwe ka metso e le 3, e leng, 2, 0 le 5.
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digital clock A clock using numbers, not hands to 
tell the time.

03:30

tshupanako ya 
dijitale 

Tshupanako e e dirisang dipalo, mme e 
seng manaka go bontsha nako. 

03:30

direction The line along which anything moves, points or lies.
e.g. When you write in your book, the direction in which you write 
is from left to right.

ntlha Mola o sengwe le sengwe se tsamaelang, se supang kgotsa  
se robetseng mo go ona. 
sk. Fa o kwala mo bukeng ya gago ntlha e o kwalelang kwa  
go ke go tswa mo molemeng go ya mojeng. 

distance The length between two points. If you measure a distance you 
find out how far it is from one point to another.

sekgala Boleele magareng ga mafelo a mabedi. Fa o lekanyetsa sekgala 
o bona gore go bokgakala bo le kae go tloga mo lefelong le 
lengwe go ya go le lengwe. 

distributive 
property

When a number which is broken down is multiplied/divided by 
another number you must multiply/divide both parts of the 
broken down number. This is applying the distributive property.
e.g. (30 + 4) ÷ 3

= (30 ÷ 3) + (4 ÷ 3)
= 10 + 1 rem 1
= 11 rem 1

pharologantsho  
ya kabo 

Fa palo e e tlhatlhamolotsweng e atisiwa/e arolwa ka palo e 
nngwe o tshwanetse o atise/arole dikarolo tsotlhe tsa palo e  
e tlhatlhamolotsweng. 
sk. (30 + 4) ÷ 3

= (30 ÷ 3) + (4 ÷ 3)
= 10 + 1 ses 1
= 11 ses 1

divide/dividing/
division

The operation that involves sharing or grouping numbers.
e.g. 8 ÷ 2 = 4

arola/go arola/ 
karolo 

Tsela e e akaretsang kgaoganyo kgotsa kgobokanyo ya dipalo. 
sk. 8 ÷ 2 = 4

domain The set of all x-values (or input values) is called the domain of  
a relation or function.

domeine Sete ya boleng jotlhe jwa x (kgotsa boleng jwa tsenyo) e bidiwa 
domeine ya kamano kgotsa tiro. 

dot cards Cards that show the numbers 0–10 
using dots in a ten frame.

dikarata tsa 
marontho 

Dikarata tse di bontshang dipalo 0–10 
di dirisa marontho mo foreiming ya 
lesome. 
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double/doubles When a number is twice as much as another number it is called 
the double of the other number.
e.g. 14 is double 7.

koketso gabedi Fa palo e feta e nngwe gabedi e bidiwa koketso gabedi ya palo 
e nngwe. 
sk. 14 ke 7 gabedi. 

doubling Multiplying by 2. go oketsa gabedi Go atisa ka 2. 

down The opposite of up.
e.g. I put the cup down on the table. 
This arrow is pointing down.

fatshe Lelatodi la godimo. 
sk. Ke baya kopi mo tafoleng. 
Motsu ono o supile fa fatshe. 

dozen There are 12 items in a dozen.
e.g. 2 dozen eggs = 24 eggs.

dasene/tosene Go na le dilwana di le 12 mo toseneng. 
sk. Ditosene tse 2 tsa mae = mae a le 24.

Ee
early Near to the beginning.

e.g. Early in the morning the birds like to sing.
pele/go sale gale Gaufi le tshimologo. 

sk. Dinonyane di rata go opela go sale gale mo mosong. 

edge Where two faces of a solid figure meet. losi Moo difatlhego tse 2 tsa setshwantsho 
se se kompa di kopanelang teng. 

eighth/eighths A fraction that is made by finding eight equal-sized parts of  
the whole.

nngwerobeding/ 
dinngwe-robeding 

Palophatlho e e dirilweng ka go bona dikarolo tse 8 tse di 
lekanang ka bogolo tsa selo se se feletseng. 

empty Holding or containing nothing. lolea Tshotseng kgotsa e sa tsenya sepe. 
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enlargement To increase the size of a figure 
without changing its shape.

kgodiso Go oketsa bogolo jwa 
setshwantsho kwa ntle ga go 
fetola sebopego. 

equal/equal to Having the same amount or value.
e.g. 10 = 10	 3 kg = 3 kg
3 + 4 = 7	 6 = 8 – 2

lekana/lekana le Go nna le selekano se se tshwanang. 
sk. 10 = 10	 3 kg = 3 kg
3 + 4 = 7	 6 = 8 – 2

equal sharing When you share by giving the same amount to each person.
e.g. Each child gets three sweets.

kgaoganyo/
karoganyo ka go 
lekana 

Fa o kgaoganya ka go neela mongwe le mongwe selekano se 
se tshwanang. 
sk. Ngwana mongwe le mongwe o bona disubitshi tse tharo. 

equally In equal parts.
e.g. If you share 10 sweets equally between 2 friends, each 
should get 5 sweets.

ka go lekana Ka dikarolo tse di lekanang. 
sk. Fa o kgaoganya disubitshi di le 10 ka go lekana magareng ga 
ditsala, mongwe le mongwe o tshwanetse go bona disubitshi tse 5. 

equidistant The same distance apart.
e.g. The numbers 5 and 9 are equidistant from the number 7 
(they are both 2 away from 7).

sekgalamaleka Bokgakala jwa sekgala se se lekanang. 
sk. Dipalo 5 le 9 di sekgalamaleka go tswa go 7 (tsotlhe di 
kgakala le 7 ka 2). 

equivalent 
fractions

Equivalent fractions are fractions which have the same value.
e.g. One half is equivalent to two quarters.

dipalophatlo tse  
di lekanang 

Dipalophatlo tse di lekanang ke dipalophatlo tse di nang le 
boleng jo bo tshwanang. 
sk. Halofo e le nngwe e lekana le dikotara tse pedi. 

estimate An ‘educated guess’ not just a wild guess.
e.g. Rounded numbers are sometimes used as estimates in order 
to do an approximate or rough calculation.  
39 + 39 ≈ 40 + 40 = 80

fopholetsa ‘Go fopholetsa ka maitemogelo’ ga se go fopholetsa fela kwa 
ntle ga maitemogelo. 
sk. Dipalo tse di garetsweng ka dinako dingwe di dirisiwa jaaka 
diphopholetso gore go dirwe palelo e e fopholediwang kgotsa e 
e gaufinyana. 
39 + 39 ≈ 40 + 40 = 80 

evening The end part of the day, towards the night. It starts at around 
sunset.

maitseboa/ 
thapama 

Karolo ya bofelo ya letsatsi, go tsamaela kwa bosigong.  
E simolola fa letsatsi le phirima. 

even numbers Numbers that are divisible by 2.
e.g. 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12 are the even numbers.

dipalomaleka Dipalo tse di arolegang ka 2. 
sk. 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12 ke dipalomaleka. 
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expanded 
notation

When you write out a number by breaking it down, you write it 
using expanded notation.
e.g. 197 in expanded notation is 100 + 90 + 7.

mokwalokatoloso Fa o kwala palo ka go e kgaoganya o e kwala o dirisa 
mokwalokatoloso. 
sk. 197 ka mokwalokatoloso ke 100 + 90 + 7. 

explain When you say how something works. To make it clear (in detail) 
how something works. To make the meaning of something clear 
or understandable.

tlhalosa Fa o bua gore selo se dira jang. Go dira gore go tlhaloganyesege 
gore selo se dira jang. Go dira gore bokao jwa sengwe bo 
tlhaloganyege. 

exponential 
expression

Has a base and an exponent.  
The number 5 in the expression 52 
is the base and the small 2 is the 
exponent. The exponent 2 indicates 
that the number of 5 is multiplied by 
itself twice.

52

polelo ya 
ekeseponente 

Polelo ya ekeseponente e na le motheo 
le ekeseponente. Palo 5 mo polelong 
52 ke motheo mme 2 e nnye e e kwa 
godimo ka fa mojeng mo go 2 e bidiwa 
ekeseponente. Ekeseponente 2 e supa 
gore palo ya 5 e atisiwa ka boyone 
gabedi.

52

extend
(a pattern)

To add terms to a given pattern. To do this you need to find the 
rule for the pattern.
e.g. Extend the pattern by giving the next 3 terms in the pattern: 
4, 9, 14
Rule: Add 5 each time to get the next term.  
Extended pattern: 4, 9, 14, 19, 24, 29

atolosa (paterone) Go oketsa ditheme mo pateroneng e e neetsweng. Go dira seno 
o tlhoka go batla molao wa paterone. 
sk. Atolosa paterone ka go neela ditheme tse 3 tse di latelang 
mo pataeroneng: 4, 9, 14
Molao: tlhakanya 5 nako nngwe le nngwe go bona theme e e 
latelang.
Atolosa paterone: 4, 9, 14, 19, 24, 29

Ff
face The flat surface of a 3-D object.

e.g. You can see three of the faces of 
this prism (box shape).

sefatlhego/ 
letlhakore 

Boalo jo bo sephaphati jwa popego  
ya 3-D. 
sk. O kgona go bona difatlhego tse 
tharo tsa porisime (sebopego sa 
lebokoso). 

family fact A collection of related addition facts made from the same 
numbers.

dintlha tsa selapa Kgobokanyo ya dintlha tsa go tlhakanya tse di dirilweng go 
tswa mo dipalong tse di tshwanang. 

fast/faster Goes quickly.
e.g. The car goes fast. It goes faster than I can walk.

bonako/ 
bonakonyana 

Tsamaya ka bonako. 
sk. Koloi e tsamaya ka bonako. E tsamaya ka bonakonyana go 
gaisa jaaka nka tsamaya. 

few Not many. A small number. nnye E seng bontsi. Palo e nnye. 
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fewer than Less than, smaller in number. Use for counting objects.
e.g. There are fewer dogs than cats.

nnyennyane go na le Nnyennyane mo go, nnyenyane ka palo. Dirisa go bala dilo. 
sk. Go na le dintšwa di le dinnyennyane go na le dikatse. 

fewest The smallest in number. nnyennye Palo e nnyennye. 

fifth/fifths A fraction that is made by finding five equal sized parts of the 
whole.

nngwetlhanong/ 
dinngwetlhanong 

Palophatlo e e diriwang ka go bona dikarolo di le tlhano tse di 
lekanang tsa palotlalo. 

                                  

finger width The width of your finger, used to measure length/thickness of 
something else.
e.g. This stem is about one finger width in thickness.

bophara jwa 
monwana 

Bophara jwa monwana wa gago, bo dirisitswe go lekanyetsa 
boleele/bokima jwa sengwe. 
sk. Kutu e ka nna bophara jwa monwana ka bokima. 

first, second, 
third, fourth, etc.

Numbers that give a position in a sequence. See ordinal 
numbers.

ya ntlha, ya bobedi, 
ya boraro, ya bone, jj. 

Dipalo tse di neelang maemo ka tatelano. Leba dipalo 
kemotatelano. 

fives When things or objects come in groups of five.
e.g. We can count: 5, 10, 15 
We can say: 3 groups of 5 or 5 + 5 + 5 or 3 × 5.

botlhano Fa selo kgotsa dilo tla ka ditlhopha tsa botlhano. 
sk. Re ka bala: 5, 10, 15 
Re ka re: ditlhopha di le 3 tsa 5 kgotsa 5 + 5 + 5 kgotsa 3 × 5. 

flard cards Cards that are used to show 
numbers broken down 
according to place value.

dikarata tsa flard Dikarata tse di dirisediwang 
go bontsha dipalo tse di 
tlhatlhamolotsweng go ya ka 
kemopalo. 

flat Something which is not curved. A 3-D 
object can have flat sides (faces).
e.g. The faces (sides) of this cube are 
all flat.

sephaphathi Selo se se seng segoro. Selo sa 3-D 
se kgona go nna le matlhakore 
(difatlhego) a a sephaphathi. 
sk. Difatlhego tsa khube eno tsotlhe  
di sephaphathi. 
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flat surface A flat surface can rest on a table and not roll. A shape can slide 
on a flat surface. See slide/roll.

boalo jo 
bosephaphati 

Boalo jo bosephaphati bo kgona go nna mo tafoleng mme bo 
sa kgokologe. Sebopego se ka relela mo bogodimong jo bo 
tlhamaletseng. Leba kgokologa/relela. 

foot length The length of your foot, used to 
measure length of something else.
e.g. Mark the number of foot lengths, 
from heel to toe.

boleele jwa leoto Boleele jwa leeto la gago, bo dirisiwa 
go lekanyetsa sengwe se sele. 
sk. Tshwaya palo ya boleele jwa leeto, 
go tswa mo seretheng go ya kwa 
monwaneng. 

formal unit An accepted standard unit used when you measure.
e.g. A kilogram is a formal unit for measuring mass and a metre 
is a formal unit for measuring length.

selekano sa 
semmuso/yuniti e  
e fomale

Selekano se se amogelesegileng sa semmuso fa o lekanyetsa. 
sk. Kilogerama ke selekano sa semmuso sa go lekanyetsa 
bokete mme mitara ke selekano sa semmuso sa go lekanyetsa 
botelele. 

forwards Going towards the front.
e.g. When you count forwards the numbers get bigger.

kwa pele Go ele kwa pele. 
sk. Fa o bala go ya pele dipalo di a gola. 

fours When things or objects come in groups of four.
e.g. We can count: 4, 8, 12, 16, 20 
We can say: 5 groups of 4 or 4 + 4 + 4 + 4 + 4 or 5 × 4.

bonne Fa dilo di tla ka ditlhopha tsa bonne. 
sk. Re ka bala: 4, 8, 12, 16, 20 
Re ka re: ditlhopha tse 5 tsa bo 4 kgotsa 4 + 4 + 4 + 4 + 4 kgotsa 
5 × 4. 

fraction circles Circles which have been divided up into 
fraction parts.
e.g. This circle has been divided into 
halves.

ditshekeletsa tsa 
palophatlo/disekele 
tsa forakešene

Ditshekeletsa tse di kgaogantsweng 
mo dikarolong tsa palophatlo. 
sk. Sekele/tshekeletsa e kgaogantswe 
ka bo halofo. 

fraction squares Squares which have been divided up 
into fraction parts.
e.g. This square has been divided into 
sixths.

dikhutlonne tsa 
palophatlo/
disekwere tsa 
forakešene

Dikhutlonne tse di kgaogantsweng ka 
dikarolo tsa palophatlo. 
sk. Khutlonne e e kgaogantsweng ka 
dinngwethatarong. 
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fraction strips Strips that have been drawn to 
illustrate fraction parts.
e.g. A fraction strip showing fifths.  
One fifth has been shaded.

dikgemetšhana/
diseterepe tsa 
dipalophatlho 

Dikgemetšhana tse di 
tshwantshitsweng go bontsha dikarolo 
tsa dipalophatlho. 
sk. Sekgemetšhana sa palophatlho 
e e bontshang dinngwetlhanong. 
Nngwetlhanong e fifaditswe. 

fraction table A table that has been drawn to 
illustrate fraction parts.
e.g. A fraction table showing a whole, 
halves, quarters and fifths.

lenaane la 
dipalophatlo/tafole 
ya dipalophatlho 

Go thadilwe lenaane go bontsha 
dikarolo tsa palophatlo. 
sk. Lenaane la dipalophatlo le le 
bontshang dipalotlalo, dihalofo, 
dikotara le dinngwetlhanong. 

fraction wall A combination of fraction strips, drawn 
together to show the relative sizes of 
fractions. It looks a bit like a wall made 
of bricks which are different sizes.
e.g. A fraction wall showing a whole, 
halves, thirds and quarters. From this 
fraction wall you can see that one third 
is greater than one quarter.

lebota la 
dipalophatlho 

Motswako wa dikgemetšhana tsa 
dipalophatlho, di tshwantshitswe mmogo 
go bontsha bogolo jwa dipalophatlho. 
Le lebega jaaka lebota le le dirilweng ka 
ditena tsa bogolo jo bo farologaneng. 
sk. Palophatlho e e bontshang 
palotlalo,dihalofo, dinngwetharong 
le dikotara. Mo leboteng leno la 
palophatlho o kgona go bona gore 
nngwetharong e nnye mo kotareng. 

fractions Parts of a whole.
e.g. Half, third, quarter.

dipalophatlo Dikarolo tsa palotlalo. 
sk. Halofo, nngwetharong, kotara. 

frequency The number of times a data item occurs. makgetlo Palo ya makgetlo a selwana sa datha se diragalang ka ona. 

frequency table A table used to record 
frequencies. A tally is 
often used to count up the 
frequencies. 

Favourite colour

Colour Tally Total  
(frequency)

red e 5

blue eA 6

yellow AAAA 4

green ee 10

lenaane la makgetlo Lenaane le le dirisediwang go 
rekota makgetlo. Gantsi go 
dirisiwa palogotlhe go bala 
makgetlo. 

Mmala o o ratiwang 

Mmala     Palelo Palogotlhe 
(makgetlo)

khibidu e 5

pududu eA 6

serolwana AAAA 4

botala ee 10
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front The part which is on the side of the 
face or at the beginning.
e.g. Here you can see the front and the 
back of a car. Also, if ten people are in 
a line, the first one is the one in front.

(kwa) pele Karolo e e mo letlhakoreng la 
sefatlhego kgotsa kwa tshimologong. 
sk. Fa o kgona go bona karolo e e 
kwa pele le e e kwa morago ya koloi. 
Gape, fa batho ba le lesome ba le mo 
moleng, wa ntlha ke yo o kwa pele. 

full Not able to hold or contain any more. tletse Go sa kgone go tshola kgotsa go 
tsenya sepe gape. 

function A relation that describes that there should be only one output for 
each input (or) we can say that a special kind of relation (a set 
of ordered pairs), which follows a rule i.e., every x-value should 
be associated with only one y-value.

tiro Tiro ke kamano e e tlhalosang gore go tshwanetse ga nna le 
dipholo di le dingwe fela tsa tsenyo nngwe le nngwe (kgotsa) 
re ka re mofuta o o kgethegileng wa kamano (setlhopha sa 
dibedi tse di rulagantsweng), e e latelang molao, k.g.r., boleng 
bongwe le bongwe jwa x bo tshwanetse go amana le boleng bo 
le bongwe fela jwa y. 

Gg
g Abbreviation for gram.

100 g

g Khutshwafatso ya gerama. 
100 g

geometric 
object/shape

A geometric shape/object is described using geometric 
properties.

selo/sebopego sa 
jometeri 

Sebopego/selo sa jometeri ke popego e e tlhalosiwang ka go 
dirisa dipharologantsho tsa jometeri. 

geometric 
pattern

A pattern made using shapes.
e.g. This geometric pattern is 
made by repeating circles.

paterone ya jometeri Paterone e e dirilweng ka go 
dirisa dipopego. 
sk. Paterone ya jometeri 
e dirilwe ka go boeletsa 
ditshekeletsa. 
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geometric solid A 3-D geometric object.
e.g. A cube made of wood is a geometric solid.

bokompa jwa 
jometeri  

Sebopego sa 3-D. 
sk. Khube e e dirilweng ka legong ke selo se se kompa sa 
jometeri. 

gram A gram is a smaller unit used to measure mass. There are  
1 000 grams in 1 kilogram.

gerama Gerama ke yuniti e e potlana e e dirisiwang go lekanyetsa 
boima. Go na le digerama tse 1 000 mo kilogerameng e le 1. 

graph A visual representation of a 
function or relation.

1–1–2–3–4–5–6 2 3 4 5 6
x

y

1

–1
–2

–3
–4
–5

–6

2
3

4
5
6

kerafo Tlhagiso ya pono ya tiro 
gongwe kamano. 

1–1–2–3–4–5–6 2 3 4 5 6
x

y

1

–1
–2
–3
–4
–5

–6

2
3

4
5
6

graph title The heading of a graph that 
tells you what the graph is 
about.
e.g. This graph is about the 
colours of flowers that were 
collected.

red yellow pink purple

Flower colours setlhogo sa kerafo Setlhogo sa kerafo se se go 
bolelelang gore kerafo e ka ga 
eng. 
sk. Kerafo eno e ka ga 
mebala ya mabolomo a a 
kgobokantsweng. 

hibidu serolwana pinki selaole 

Mebala ya mabolomo 

greater than Bigger. The symbol > means greater than.
e.g. 5 > 3 means 5 is greater than 3.

kgolwanyane go Kgolwanyane. Letshwao > le raya kgolwanyane go. 
sk. 5 > 3 e raya gore 5 e kgolwanyane mo go 3. 

greatest Biggest (number).
e.g. Given the numbers 3, 7 and 5, the greatest number is 7.

kgolokgolo Kgolokgologo (palo). 
sk. Mo dipalong 3, 7 le 5, palo e kgolokgolo ke 7. 

grid A rectangle that has been divided up 
into small squares that appear in rows 
and columns.

keriti Khutlonnetsepa e e kgaogantsweng 
ka dikhutlonne tse dinnye tse di 
tlhagelelang mo meleng le dikholomo. 
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group/groups A group is a set of objects that have been put together 
according to a given instruction.
e.g. The flowers are in groups of 5.

setlhopha/ditlhopha Setlhopha ke sete ya dilo tse di beilweng mmogo go ya ka taelo 
e e neetsweng. 
sk. Mabolomo a mo ditlhopheng tsa 5. 

grouping 
(division)

When you put objects into groups you are ‘grouping’ the objects. 
You can divide numbers by grouping them.
e.g. If you have 15 flowers, how many bunches of 5 flowers each 
can you make? (15 ÷ 5 = )

15 ÷ 5 = 3

go baya ka ditlhopha 
(go arola) 

Fa o baya didiriswa go ya ka ditlhopha o ‘baya dilo ‘ka 
ditlhopha’. O ka arola dipalo ka go di baya ka ditlhopha. 
sk. Fa o na le mabolomo a le 15, o ka dira dingatana tse kae tsa 
mabolomo a le 5 nngwe le nngwe? (15 ÷ 5 = )

15 ÷ 5 = 3

groups of/ 
lots of

When things are put together they are called ‘groups of’ things 
or ‘lots of’ things.
e.g. Below there are three groups of five OR three lots of five.

ditlhopha tsa/tse 
dintsi 

Fa dilo di kopanngwa mmogo di bidiwa ‘ditlhopha tsa’ dilo 
kgotsa dilo ‘tse dintsi’. 
sk. Mo tlase go na le ditlhopha di le tharo tsa botlhano KGOTSA 
ditharo tse dintsi tsa tlhano. 

Hh
half full A container which has been filled to 

half of its capacity, or which is holding 
half of the total amount that it can 
hold, is half full.

tletse halofo  Setshelo se se tshetsweng go fitlha mo 
halofong ya mothamo wa sone, kgotsa 
se se tshotseng halofo ya selekano 
sotlhe se se kgonang go se tshola se 
tletse halofo. 

half/halves One of two equal parts. There are  
2 halves in a whole.

halofo/dihalofo Nngwe ya dikarolo tse pedi tse di 
lekanang. Go na le dihalofo tse 2 mo 
go se se tletseng. 
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halving, halve, 
finding halves

To divide/cut something into two parts of equal size or number. go hafola/halofo,  
go batla dihalofo 

Go arola/kgaolo sengwe go nna dikarolo tse pedi tse di 
lekanang ka bogolo kgotsa palo. 

handspan Handspan is the gap between your 
thumb and smallest finger when your 
hand is stretched out like this.

sekgala sa seatla/
hanesepane

Sekgala sa seatla ke sebaka se se 
magareng ga kgonojwe ya gago le 
monwana o monnye fa seatla sa gago 
se phatlaladitswe jaana. 

heavy, heavier, 
heaviest

Objects which have a great mass are 
heavy. The heaviest object (of a group 
of objects) is the one with the greatest 
mass.
e.g. The car is heavy, the taxi is heavier 
the truck is the heaviest.

bokete, 
boketenyana, 
boketekete  

Dilo tse di nang le boima jo bogolo 
di bokete. Dilo tse diboketekete (tsa 
ditlhopha tsa dilo) ke tsona tse di nang 
le boima jo bogologolo. 
sk. Koloi e bokete, thekesi e 
boketenyana lori e boketekete. 

height The measurement of length from top  
to bottom.

botelele Tekanyetso ya botelele go tswa kwa 
godimo go ya kwa tlase. 

hexagon Six-sided shape. hekesakone Sebopego se se nang le matlhakore a 
marataro. 
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high/higher 
than

Can be used to compare 
height.
e.g. This school building is high. 
It is higher than that house.

godimo/ 
godingwana go 

Le ka dirisiwa go bapisa 
bogodimo/botelele. 
sk. Kago ya sekolo e kwa 
godimo. E kwa godingwana ga 
ntlo ele. 

higher number A number which is the bigger one of a pair of numbers.
e.g. If I have the numbers 39 and 56, 56 is the higher number.

palo e e kwa 
godingwana 

Palo e e kwa godingwana ga dipalo tse pedi. 
sk. Fa ke na le dipalo 39 le 56, 56 ke palo e e kwa godingwana. 

historical 
events/
historical days

Events we celebrate that happened in the past.
e.g. 27 April is Freedom Day. It is celebrated to remember the 
first free elections in South Africa.

ditiragalo tsa 
hisetori/malatsi a 
hisetori 

Ditiragalo tse re di ketekang tse di diragetseng mo nakong e e 
fetileng. 
sk. 27 Moranang ke Letsatsi la Kgololosego. Le ketikiwa 
go gopola ditlhopho tsa ntlha tse di gololosegileng mo 
Aforikaborwa. 

horizontal Going from side to side, like the horizon. rapameng Go tswa mo letlhakoreng go ya kwa 
letlhakoreng le lengwe, jaaka lefaufau. 

12-hour time A day has 24 hours. There are two 12 hour periods in one day.  
In 12-hour time the time is measured as am (from 12 midnight  
to 12 noon) and pm (from 12 noon to 12 midnight).

nako ya diura tse 12 Letsatsi le na le diura tse 24. Go na le dipaka tse pedi tsa diura 
tse 12 mo letsatsing le le lengwe fela. Mo pakeng ya diura tse 
12 nako e lekangwa ka am – (go tloga ka 12 bosigogare go ya 
go 12 sethoboloko) le pm (go tloga 12 sethoboloko go ya go 12 
bosigogare). 

hours/half 
hours/quarter 
hours

A unit of time equal to 60 minutes (hour). Half an hour has  
30 minutes. Quarter of an hour has 15 minutes.

diura/halofo ya ura/
kotara ya diura 

Yuniti ya nako e e lekanang le metsotso ele 60 (ura). Halofo ya 
ya ura e na le metsotso e le 30. Kotara ya ura e na le metsotso 
e le 15. 

how many? The number of things.
e.g. How many flowers are there?  
There are 5.

tse kae? Palo ya dilo. 
sk. Go na le mabolomo a le kae foo? 
Go na le a le 5. 

how much? The amount of something.
e.g. How much water is in that bottle?  
A lot of water – the bottle is full.

5ℓ

bokae/kana kang? Selekano sa sengwe. 
sk. Go na le metsi a le kana kang mo 
lebotlolong? Metsi a mantsi – lebotlolo 
le tletse. 5ℓ



30

Maths word Explanation/diagram Phetolelo Tlhaloso/setshwantsho  

hundreds When things or objects come in groups of a hundred.
e.g. We can count: 100, 200, 300, 400 
We can say: 4 groups of 100 or 100 + 100 + 100 + 100 or 4 × 100.

makgolo Fa dilo di kgobokantswe ka ditlhopha tsa makgolo. 
sk. Re bala: 100, 200, 300, 400 
Re ka re: Ditlhopha di le 4 tsa bo100, kgotsa 100 + 100 + 100 + 
100, kgotsa 4 × 100. 

Ii
identify Recognise and name. supa Lemoga le go taya leina. 

improper 
fraction

A fraction whose numerator is greater than its denominator. 
e.g. 53 is an improper fraction.

palophatlhorona Palophatlho e palo ya yone e leng kgolwane go feta 
dinomineitha ya yone. 
sk. 53 ke palophatlhorona.

incline To slope or slant. sekamela/kgokologa Go sekama kgotsa go kgokologa. 

increase Make bigger or larger. oketsa Dira kgolwane. 

index finger The finger between the thumb and the 
longest finger. The index finger is the 
finger most often used for pointing.

monwana o o 
supang/supabaloi 

Monwana o o magareng ga wa 
kgonope le monwana o motelele. 
Supabaloi ke monwana o gantsi o 
dirisiwang go supa. 

informal 
measurement

Measuring using non-standard units.
e.g. If you find out how wide your school desk is by using  
your hand.

tekanyetso e e seng 
ya tlwaelo 

Go lekanyetsa o dirisa diyuniti tse e seng tsa tlwaelo. 
sk. Fa o lekanyetsa bophara jwa deseke ya gago ya sekolo  
ka go dirisa seatla. 
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informal unit When you measure informally, you use 
informal units of length.
e.g. If you measure the width of your 
school desk using your hand, you are 
using your hand-span as an informal 
unit. (Hand-span is the gap between 
your thumb and smallest finger when 
your hand is stretched out like this.)

yuniti e e seng ya 
tlwaelo  

Fa o lekanyetsa ka tsela e e seng ya 
tlwaelo, o dirisa diyuniti tse e seng tsa 
tlwaelo tsa botelele. 
sk. Fa o lekanyetsa bophara jwa 
deseke ya gago ya sekolo o dirisa 
seatla sa gago, o dirisa seatla sa 
gago jaaka yuniti e e seng ya tlwaelo. 
(Sekgala sa seatla ke sebaka se se 
magareng ga kgonojwe ya gago le 
monwana o monnye fa seatla sa gago 
se phatlaladitswe jaana.) 

information A meaningful collection of facts or data. tshedimosetso Kokoanyo e e mosola ya dintlha kgotsa datha. 

in front of 
(position)

A number or numbers which comes 
before another number.
e.g. 4 is in front of 5 and 6. 

Things can be in a position ‘in front of’ 
other things.
e.g. The tree is in front of the car.

3 4 5 6

fa pele ga (maemo) Palo kgotsa dipalo tse di tlang pele ga 
palo e nngwe. 
sk. 4 o fa pele ga 5 le 6. 

Dilo di ka nna mo maemong ‘fa pele 
ga’ dilo tse dingwe. 
sk. Setlhare se fa pele ga koloi. 

3 4 5 6

input The value or values that are fed into a function. palokakgelwa Palo e e tsenngwang mo tirong. 

integers The set of whole numbers that includes positive numbers, 
negative number and the number zero.

dipalotlalo Setlhopha sa dipalotlalo tse di akaretsang dipalokoketso, 
palophokotso le palo ya lefela. 

interpret (data) To explain the meaning. ranola (datha) Go tlhalosa bokao. 

interval The gap between – it could be a time interval or an interval in 
numbers (the size of the gap in a number pattern).
e.g. There is an interval of 1 hour between 3 o’clock and 4 o’clock. 
The interval in the number pattern 15, 30, 45, 60 is 15.

sekgala/kgaotso Sebaka se se magareng – e ka nna sebaka kgotsa kgaotso ya 
nako kgotsa kgaotso mo dipalong (bogolo jwa kgaotso mo 
pateroneng ya dipalo). 
sk. Go na le kgaotso ya ura e le 1 magareng ga ura ya 3 le ya 4. 
Kgaotso mo pateroneng ya dipalo tsa 15, 30, 45, 60 ke 15. 
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inverse 
operation

An operation that undoes what another operation does.
e.g. Addition and subtraction are inverse operation.  
30 + 55 = 85 and 85 – 55 = 30

tiro e e tlhanotsweng/ 
tiro ya inverse 

Tiro e e tlhanotsweng e dirolola se tiro e nngwe e se dirileng. 
sk. Go tlhakanya le go ntsha ke ditiro tse di tlhanotsweng.  
30 + 55 = 85 le 85 – 55 = 30 

investigate Find out about something by looking around for information. batlisisa Batlisisa ka ga sengwe ka go batla tshedimosetso. 

Jj
just after Something which follows straight after what you have. This is an 

informal expression.
e.g. The number just after 5 is 6.

morago fela Selo se se latelang ka tlhamalalo morago ga se o nang le sona. 
Se ke tlhagiso e e seng ya semmuso. 
sk. Palo e e tlang fela morago ga 5 ke 6. 

just as many as The same number as. 
e.g. There are just as many 
balls as boxes in this drawing. 
(There are 4 balls and  
4 boxes.)

bontsi go tshwana le Palo e e tshwanang le. 
sk. Go na le dibolo tse dintsi 
go tshwana le mabokoso a a 
mo setshwantshong. (Go na le 
dibolo di le 4 le mabokoso a  
le 4.) 

just before Something which comes immediately before what you have. 
This is an informal expression. 
e.g. The number just before 11 is 10.

pele fela Sengwe se se tlang fela pele ga se o nang le sona. Se ke tlhagiso 
e e seng ya semmuso. 
sk. Palo e e tlang fela pele ga 11 ke 10. 

Kk
key (data 
graph)

A key on a pictograph tells us how 
many each picture stands for. Key

  = 1

senotlotlo (kerafo  
ya datha) 

Senotlolo se se mo 
kerafotshwantshong se re bolelela 
gore go na le tse kae. 

Senotlolo 

  = 1

kilogram A standard metric unit used to measure mass. The abbreviation 
for kilogram is kg. The mass of 1 kg is the same everywhere in  
the world.

kilogerama Tekanyetso ya tlwaelo e e dirisediwang go lekanyetsa boima. 
Khutshwafatso ya kilogerama ke kg. Boima jwa 1 kg bo tshwana 
gotlhe mo lefatsheng. 

kilometre A standard metric unit for measuring distance. kilometara Yuniti e e tlwaelegileng ya go lekanya sekgala. 
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kitchen scale A scale that is used to measure mass. 
You put it on a counter and some 
goods in the scale, and then you can 
read the mass of the goods. 
e.g. You can find the mass of butter 
when you are cooking.

0 1
2
3

456
7

8
9

sekale sa khitšhi Sekale se se dirisiwang go lekanyetsa 
boima. O se baya mo khaontareng 
mme o beye dilo mo sekaleng mme 
morago o kgona go buisa boima jwa 
dilo. 
sk. O kgona go bona boima jwa botoro 
fa o apaya. 

0 1
2
3

456
7

8
9

kg Abbreviation for kilogram.

5 kg

kg Khutshwafatso ya kilogerama. 

5 kg

km Abbreviation for kilometre. km Khutshwafatso ya kilomitara. 

Ll
label A label tells you what something is. leibole Leibole e go bolelela gore selo ke eng. 

larger Bigger. kgolwanyane Kgolwanyane. 

late Not on time.
e.g. If you are late for a lesson you arrive after the lesson has 
started.

thari/morago  
ga nako 

Go se nne mo nakong/morago ga nako. 
sk. Fa o le thari kwa thutong o fitlhile thuto e setse e simolotse. 

later Not right now. kgantele E seng jaanong jaana. 
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least Smallest number.
e.g. The first child has the least 
apples.

nnyennye Palo e nnyennye. 
sk. Ngwana wa ntlha o na le 
diapole tse dinnyennye. 

least common 
(data)

The things of which there are 
the lowest number.
e.g. In the pictograph on the 
right, purple flowers are the 
least common.

red yellow pink purple

Flower colours nnyenye (datha) Dilo tsa palo e nnyennye. 
sk. Mo kerafotshwantshong 
ka fa mojeng, mabolomo a a 
selaole a mannyennye. 

hibidu serolwana pinki selaole 

Mebala ya mabolomo 

left/left hand 
side

Your body has a left side and a right 
side. The left hand is on the left side of 
the body.

left right

molema/letlhakore 
la letsogo la molema 

Mmele wa gago o na le letlhakore la 
molema le letlhakore la moja. Letsogo 
la molema le mo letlhakoreng la 
molema la mmele. molema 

moja 

left over 
(subtraction)

What remains when you have subtracted.
e.g. If I have 10 marbles and I give away 4 then I have 6 marbles 
left over.

tshalelo/se se 
setseng (go ntsha) 

Se se salang fa o ntshitse. 
sk. Fa ke na le dimabole tse 10 mme ke abelana tse 4 jaanong ke 
nna le dimabole tse 6 tse di setseng. 

length The measurement of ‘how long’ something is. The measurement 
from end to end of an object.

botelele Tekanyetso ya gore selo se ‘setelele go le kana kang’. 
Tekanyetso ya go tloga kwa ntlheng e nngwe go ya kwa ntlheng 
e nngwe ya selo. 

length of time An amount of time that has passed.
e.g. The length of your maths lesson is 90 minutes.

botelele jwa nako Selekano sa nako e e fetileng. 
sk. Botelele jwa thuto ya gago ya dipalo ke metsotso e le 90. 
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less When there are fewer of something.
e.g. I have 4 oranges and you have 6 oranges. I have fewer 
oranges than you have. 4 is less than 6.

nnyennyane Fa go na le dilo di le potlana tsa sengwe. 
sk. Ke na le dinamune tse 4 mme o na le dinamune tse 6. Ke na 
le dinamune tse di nnyennyane mo go tsa gago. 

less than Smaller. The symbol < means less than.
e.g. We read 4 < 9 as “4 is less than 9”. This is true because 4 is  
a smaller number than 9.

nnye mo go/kwa 
tlase ga 

Nnyennyane. Letshwao < le raya nnye mo go/kwa tlase ga. 
sk. Re buisa 4 < 9 jaaka “4 e nnye mo go 9”.  
Seno ke nnete ka gonne 4 ke palo e nnyennyane mo go 9. 

light, lighter, 
lightest

Objects which have a small mass are 
light. The lightest object (of a group 
of objects) is the one with the smallest 
mass.
e.g. The pen is light, the button is 
lighter, the feather is the lightest.

botlhofo, 
botlhofonyana, 
botlhofotlhofo  

Dilo tse di nang le boima jo bonnye di 
botlhofo. Dilo tse di botlhofotlhofo (mo 
setlhopheng sa dilo) ke tse di nang le 
boima jo bonnyennye. 
sk. Pene e botlhofo, konopo e 
botlhofonyana mme lefofa le 
botlhofotlhofo. 

line A straight path from one point to 
another point.

mola Tsela e e tlhamaletseng go tswa mo 
ntlheng e nngwe go ya go e nngwe. 

list When you write a list you write down things under each other.
e.g. A shopping list reminds you what to buy when you go 
shopping.

lenaane Fa o kwala lenaane o kwala dilo ka fa tlase ga tse dingwe. 
sk. Lenaanetheko le go gopotsa gore o tshwanetse go reka eng 
fa o ile mabenkeleng. 

litre/litres The standard metric unit which is used to measure volume and 
capacity.

litara/dilitara Yuniti ya tekanyetso e e dirisediwang go lekanyetsa mothamo  
le bokgoni. 

long hand and 
short hand on 
clock

These pointers allow us to tell time on 
an analogue clock. The long hand tells 
us the minutes. The short hand tells us 
the hour.
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lenaka le le telele le 
le khutshwane mo 
tshupanakong 

Disupi tseno di re letla go bolelela nako 
mo tshupanakong ya analoko. 
Lenaka le letelele le re bolelela 
metsotso. Lenaka le le khutshwane le 
re bontsha ura. 
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long, longer, 
longest

You can compare the lengths of 
different objects using the words long, 
longer and longest.
e.g. This first arrow is long, the second 
arrow is longer, the third arrow is the 
longest. The third arrow is longer than 
the second arrow. It is also longer than 
the first arrow.

telele, telelenyana, 
teleletelele  

O ka bapisa botelele jwa dilo tse di 
farologaneng o dirisa mafoko a telele, 
telelenyana le teleletelele. 
sk. Motsu wa ntlha o motelele, motsu 
wa bobedi o motelelenyana, motsu 
wa boraro o moteleletelele. Motsu wa 
boraro o motelelenyana go na le motsu 
wa wa bobedi. Gape o motelelenyana 
go na le motsu wa ntlha. 

long time When a lot of time has passed, we say that something has taken 
a long time.

nako e e telele Fa nako e ntsi e fetile, re a re selo se tseile nako e e telele. 

lots of/ 
groups of

Objects that have been put together, usually to count them  
more easily.
e.g. The flowers are in lots of OR groups of 5.

bontsi jwa/  
ditlhopha tsa 

Dilo tse di beilweng mmogo, go le gantsi go direlwa gore di 
badiwe bonolo. 
sk. Mabolomo a mantsi KGOTSA ditlhopha tsa 5. 

lower number A number which is the smaller one of a pair of numbers.
e.g. If I have the numbers 39 and 56, 39 is the lower number.

palo e e kwa 
tlasenyana 

Palo e e leng nnyennyane mo dipalong tse pedi. 
sk. Fa ke na le dipalo tsa 39 le 56, 39 ke palo e e kwa tlasenyana. 

low/lower than You can describe the height of an object using the words low 
and lower than.
e.g. This small bridge is low. It is lower than that big bridge.

kwa tlase/kwa 
tlasenyana go na le 

O ka tlhalosa boleele jwa selo o dirisa mafoko a tshwana le kwa 
tlase le kwa tlasenyana go na le. 
sk. Borogo jo bonnye bo kwa tlase. Bo kwa tlasenyana go na le 
borogo jo bogolo. 
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Mm
makes This word is sometimes used to say “Gives the answer when  

you add.”
e.g. 5 plus 4 makes 9.

dira Lefoko leno ka dinako dingwe le dirisiwa gore “E neela karabo fa 
o tlhakanya.”
sk. 5 tlhakanya le 4 e dira 9. 

many A lot. A large number. ntsi Bontsi. Palo e ntsi. 

map A drawing which could be formal or informal. It shows you where 
things are. It represents an area.
e.g. You could have a map of your town, a map of your school  
or a map of South Africa.

mmapa Setshwantsho se se ka nnang se se fomale gongwe se se seng 
fomale. Se go bontsha fa dilo di leng teng. Se emela boalo. 
sk. O ka nna le mmapa wa toropo ya gaeno, mmapa wa sekolo 
sa gaeno kgotsa mmapa wa Aforikaborwa. 

mass The amount of matter that an object is 
made up of.
e.g. A chicken has a greater mass than 
a cookie.

boima Selekano sa sere se selo se se dirilweng 
ka sona. 
sk. Koko e na le boima jo bogolwane 
go na le kuku. 

match Pair up. If you match the 
number names to the number 
of items illustrated, you show 
which number name should  
be paired up with which set  
of items.

two

three

one

nyalanya Baya ka sebedi. Fa o nyalanya 
mainapalo le palo ya dilwana 
tse di bontshitsweng, o 
bontsha gore ke leinapalo lefe 
le le tshwanetseng go bewa 
mmogo le sete efe ya dilwana. 

pedi

tharo

nngwe

Mathematics The study of numbers, rules and symbols. dipalo Thuto ya dipalo, melao le matshwao. 

measure To find the size or amount of something. This can only be done 
for things that can be measured. 
e.g. You can measure the length, mass, capacity and volume  
of objects.

lekanyetsa Go bona bogolo kgotsa selekano sa selo. Seno se ka dirwa fela 
mo dilong tse di kgonang go lekanyediwa. 
sk. O ka nna wa lekanyetsa botelele, boima, bokgoni le 
mothamo wa dilo. 

measurement The measure of the size of something. You can get 
measurements of lots of different things.
e.g. The measurement of the height of the classroom door is 
about 2 metres.

tekanyetso Tekanyetso ya bogolo jwa selo. O kgona go bona ditekanyetso 
tsa dilo tse dintsi tse di farologaneng. 
sk. Tekanyetso ya bogodimo jwa lebati la phaposiborutelo e ka 
nna dimitara di le 2. 
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measuring tape A length of tape that has been marked in units that can be used 
to measure length.

theipi ya go 
lekanyetsa 

Botelele jwa theipi e e tshwailweng ka diyuniti e e ka 
dirisetswang go lekanyetsa botelele. 

medium Somewhere in the middle – not very big or small. magare Golo gongwe fa gare – e seng bogolo thata kgotsa bonnye. 

method See technique. mokgwa/tsela Leba thekeniki. 

metre/metres The standard unit used to measure length in the metric system. metara/dimetara Yuniti ya tekanyetso ya tlwaelo e e dirisediwang go lekanya 
botelele mo thulaganyong ya meteriki. 

metre stick A ruler or measuring stick that is one metre in length. thobanyane ya 
metara 

Rula kgotsa thobanyane ya tekanyetso ke mitara o le mongwe 
ka boleele. 

million A thousand thousand OR 1 000 000 milione Dikete tse disekete. 1 000 000 

minus Subtract. ntsha Ntsha. 

minute A unit of time – there are 60 minutes in an hour. There are  
60 seconds in a minute.

motsotso Yuniti ya nako – go na le metsotso e le 60 mo ureng. Go na le 
metsotswana e le 60 mo motsotsong. 

missing Missing numbers in a number sentence are numbers that are not 
written into the given number sentence. You can usually work 
out the missing numbers.
e.g. Find the missing number if 13 +  = 18. The missing number  
is 5.

tlhaelang/seyong Dipalo ‘tse di seyong’ mo polelopalong ke dipalo tse di sa 
kwalwang mo polelopalong e e neetsweng. O ka kgona go 
balela dipalo tse di seyong. 
sk. Batla palo e e seyong fa 13 +  = 18. Palo e e seyong ke 5.

mixed number A number composed of a whole number and a fraction.
e.g. 3 6

7 is a mixed number. 
palotswako Palo e e bopilweng ka palo e e feletseng le palophatlo. 

sk. 3 6
7 ke palotswako.

money We use money to pay for 
goods or services. It comes in 
coins and notes.

tšhelete Re dirisa tšhelete go duelela 
dithoto kgotsa ditirelo. E tla ka 
dipapetlana kgotsa dipampiri. 

month A month is a period of time that is about 30 days long.  
A calendar year is broken up into 12 months. Not all months  
have the same number of days.

kgwedi Kgwedi ke paka ya nako e e ka nnang boleele jwa malatsi a le 
30. Khalendara ya ngwaga e kgaogantswe ka dikgwedi tse 12. 
Dikgwedi ga di na malatsi a a tshwanang tsotlhe. 
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months of the 
year

January, February, March, April, May, June, July, August, 
September, October, November and December.

dikgwedi tsa ngwaga Firikgong, Tlhakole, Mopitlwe, Moranang, Motsheganong, 
Seetebosigo, Phukwi, Phatwe, Lwetse, Diphalane, Ngwanaitseele 
le Sedimonthole. 

more Greater number or amount. ntsi Palo kgotsa selekano se segolwanyane. 

more common 
(data)

Something of which there are 
a greater number than other 
things.
e.g. In the pictograph on the 
right, red flowers are more 
common than pink and purple 
flowers.

red yellow pink purple

Flower colours tlwaelegileng thata/ 
ntsinyana (datha) 

Selo se se nang le palo e 
kgolwanyane go na le tse 
dingwe. 
sk. Mo kerafotshwantshong 
ka fa mojeng, mabolomo a 
mahibidu a mantsinyana go 
na le mabolomo a a pinki le a 
a selaole. hibidu serolwana pinki selaole 

Mebala ya mabolomo 

more than Greater than. The symbol > means more/greater than.
e.g. We read 23 > 19 as “23 is greater than 19”.
This is true because 23 is a bigger number than 19.

kgolo go/ntsi go na 
le/feta 

Kgolo go. Letshwao > le raya go feta/kgolo go. 
sk. Re buisa 23 > 19 jaaka “23 e kgolo go 19”. Seno ke nnete ka 
gonne 23 ke palo e kgolwanyane mo go 19. 

morning The first part of the day which ends at about noon. phakela Karolo ya ntlha ya letsatsi e e khutlang e ka nna sethoboloko. 

most The highest number.
e.g. The third child has the 
most apples.

ntsi/go feta Palo e kgolokgolo. 
sk. Ngwana wa boraro o na le 
diapole tse dintsi. 

multiple The product when you multiply one whole number by another 
whole number.
e.g. 6 is a multiple of 2; 25 is a multiple of 5.

katisanetswa Karabo fa o atisa palotlalo ka palotlalo e nngwe. 
sk. 6 ke katisanetswa ya 2; 25 ke katisanetswa ya 5. 

multiples of 2 The products when you multiply whole numbers by 2.
e.g. 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14 are the first seven multiples of 2.

dikatisanetswa tsa 2 Dikarabo fa o atisa dipalotlalo ka 2. 
sk. 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14 ke dikatisanetswa tse supa tsa ntlha tsa 2. 

multiples of 3 The products when you multiply whole numbers by 3.
e.g. 3, 6, 9, 12, 15, 18, 21 are the first seven multiples of 3.

dikatisanetswa tsa 3 Dikarabo fa o atisa dipalotlalo ka 3. 
sk 3, 6, 9, 12, 15, 18, 21 ke dikatisanetswa tsa ntlha tse supa tsa 3. 
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multiples of 4 The products when you multiply whole numbers by 4.
e.g. 4, 8, 12, 16, 20, 24, 28 are the first seven multiples of 4.

dikatisanetswa tsa 4 Dikarabo fa o atisa dipalotlalo ka 4. 
sk. 4, 8, 12, 16, 20, 24, 28 ke dikatisanetswa tsa ntlha tse supa tsa 4.

multiples of 5 The products when you multiply whole numbers by 5.
e.g. 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30, 35 are the first seven multiples of 5.

dikatisanetswa tsa 5 Dikarabo fa o atisa dipalotlalo ka 5. 
sk. 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30, 35 ke dikatisanetswa tsa ntlha tse supa tsa 5. 

multiplication The operation that involves calculating the total of a given 
number of groups.

katiso Tiro eno e akaretsang go balela palogotlhe ya ditlhopha tse di 
neetsweng. 

multiply When you multiply you carry out the operation of multiplication. 
The answer that you get is called the product.
e.g. 7 × 2 = 14 so we say that 14 is the product of 7 and 2.

atisa Fa o atisa o dira tiro ya katiso. Karabo e o e bonang e bidiwa 
setlhagiswa. 
sk. 7 × 2 = 14 re a re 14 ke karabo/setlhagiswa sa 7 le 2. 

Nn
narrower Less wide than.

e.g. The country road is narrower than the highway.
tswalegileng/ 
pitlaganeng 

Go se sephara go na le. 
sk. Tsela ya kwa magaeng e pitlagane go na le tselakgolo. 

near double Something that is close to a double.
e.g. 25 is a near double – it is just more than double 12.

gaufi le koketso 
gabedi 

Sengwe se se gaufi le koketso gabedi. 
sk. 25 e gaufi le koketso gabedi – e feta koketso gabedi ya 12. 

nearest ten When you round off numbers you see what number they are 
near to. When you round off to the nearest ten, you look for the 
ten that the given number is closest to.
e.g. 59 is closer to 60 than to 50. 60 is the nearest ten to 59.

gaufi le lesome Fa o garela dipalo o bona gore di gaufi le palo efe. Fa o garela 
gaufi le lesome, o batla lesome le palo e e netsweng e leng gaufi 
thata le lone. 
sk. 59 e gaufi le 60 go gaisa 50. 60 ke lesome le le gaufi le 59. 

negative 
numbers

Numbers that are less than zero. dipalophokotso Dipalo tse di kwa tlase ga lefela. 
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negative sign The symbol (–) used to indicate a negative quantity. It can also 
be called a minus sign and denote the operation subtraction.

letshwao la phokotso Letshwao (–) le le dirisiwang go supa bokalo jo bo fokoditsweng. 
Le ka bidiwa gape letshwao la go ntsha mme le bontsha tiro ya 
go ntsha. 

net A flat shape that can be folded into a 3-D object. letloa Sebopego se se sephaphathi se se ka menaganngwang go nna 
selo sa tlhakore-tharo. 

next The one that comes after.
e.g. 14 comes next after 13.

latelang Selo se se tlang morago. 
sk. 14 o latela 13. 

next to 
(position)

Near to or right after.
e.g. The dog is next to the cat.

e.g. The number symbol 3 is next to the 
number name ‘three’. 3  three

go bapa le (maemo) Gaufi le kgotsa morago fela ga. 
sk. Ntšwa e bapile le katse. 

sk. Letshwaopalo 3 le bapile le 
leinapalo ‘tharo’. 3  tharo

night The time when it is dark, when you are usually asleep. bosigo Nako ya fa go le lefifi, moo gantsi e leng gore o robetse. 

non-geometric 
shape

A shape which is irregular and is not described using geometric 
properties.
e.g. A leaf is a non-geometric shape.

dipopego tse e seng 
tsa jometeri 

Sebopego se se sa tlwaelegang mme se sa tlhalosiwe ka 
dipharologantsho tsa jometeri. 
sk. Letlhare ke popego e e seng ya jometeri. 

non-standard The same as informal.
e.g. A non-standard unit for measuring length is the width of 
your hand.

tse e seng tsa 
tlwaelo 

Tse di tshwanang le tse di seng fomale. 
sk. Yuniti e e seng ya tlwaelo ya go lekanyetsa botelele ke 
bophara jwa seatla sa gago. 
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non-standard 
measure

The same as informal measure.
e.g. A non-standard unit for measuring length is the width of 
your hand.
e.g. If you find out how wide your school desk is by using your 
hand.

tekanyetso e e seng 
ya tlwaelo 

E tshwana le tekanyetso e e seng fomale. 
sk. Yuniti e e seng ya tlwaelo ya go lekanyetsa botelele ke 
bophara jwa seatla sa gago. 
sk. Go bona gore tafole ya gago ya sekolo e bophara jo bo kana 
kang ka go dirisa seatla sa gago. 

non-unitary 
fractions

Fractions that are not unitary fractions. They have a numerator 
which is bigger than 1.
e.g. 45 , 27, etc.

dipalophatlho tse e 
seng tsa bojosi 

Dipalophatlo tse e seng dipalophatlho tsa bojosi. Di na le sebadi 
se segolwane mo go 1. 
sk. 45 , 27, jj.

number How many things or objects there are. You count to find the 
number of items.

palo Go na le dilo tse kae. O bala go bona palo ya dilo. 

number bonds The number pairs that add up to a given number.
e.g. The number bonds of 6 are:
1 + 5 = 6	 2 + 4 = 6
3 + 3 = 6	 4 + 2 = 6
5 + 1 = 6

dipalokamano  Dibedi tsa dipalo tse di tlhakanang go nna palo e e rileng. 
sk. Dipalokamano tsa 6 ke: 
1 + 5 = 6	 2 + 4 = 6
3 + 3 = 6	 4 + 2 = 6
5 + 1 = 6

number cards Cards that show numbers that can be 
used to help learners become familiar 
with number symbols used to write 
numbers.

dikarata tsa dipalo Dikarata tse di bontshang dipalo tse 
di ka dirisiwang go thusa barutwana 
go tlwaela matshwao a dipalo a a 
dirisiwang go kwala dipalo. 

number family 
facts

A collection of related addition facts made from the same 
numbers.
e.g. Some of the number family facts of 15 are: 10 + 5; 5 + 5 + 5;  
9 + 6; 3 + 12, and so on.

dintlha tsa lelapa  
la dipalo  

Kokoanyo ya dintlha tse di amanang tsa go tlhakanya tse di 
dirilweng go tswa mo dipalong tse di tshwanang. 
sk. Dingwe tsa dintlha tsa lelapa la dipalo tsa 15 ke: 10 + 5;  
5 + 5 + 5; 9 + 6; 3 + 12, jalo jalo. 



43

Maths word Explanation/diagram Phetolelo Tlhaloso/setshwantsho  

number grid/
chart

A board with ten rows and ten columns 
numbered from 1 to 100.

keriti/tšhate ya 
dipalo 

Boto ya mela e le lesome le dikholomo 
tse lesome tse di nang le dipalo tsa go 
tswa go 1 go fitlha go 100. 

number line A number line is a line on which numbers can be placed, 
according to their value. The gaps on the number line must be 
drawn accurately.

5 6 7 8 9 100 1 2 3 4

molapalo Molapalo ke mola o dipalo di ka bewang mo go ona go ya ka 
boleng jwa tsone. Diphatlha tse di mo molapalong di tshwanetse 
tsa thalwa ka nepagalo. 

5 6 7 8 9 100 1 2 3 4

number name/
number word

When you write out a number using words you give the number 
name.
e.g. The number name of 47 is forty-seven.

leinapalo/lefokopalo Fa o kwala palo o dirisa mafoko o neela palo leina. 
sk. Leinapalo la 47 ke somamane-supa. 

number pairs Pairs (groups of two) of numbers that are put together. dipara/dibedi tsa 
dipalo 

Dipara/dibedi (ditlhopha sa pedi) tsa dipalo tse di beilweng 
mmogo. 

number 
pattern/numeric 
pattern

A number/numeric pattern is another name for a number 
sequence or pattern.

paterone ya dipalo Paterone ya dipalo ke leina le lengwe la tatelano ya dipalo 
kgotsa paterone. 

number problem A maths question that has been set using numbers for which  
you need to find the solution.

mathata/malepa a 
dipalo 

Potso ya dipalo e e rulagantsweng go dirisiwa dipalo tse o 
tshwanetseng go di batlela tharabololo. 

number range A set or group of numbers between given limits. mofutapalo Sete kgotsa setlhopha sa dipalo se se magareng ga dipeelo tse 
di rileng. 

number 
sentence

When you use numbers and symbols to express the solution of  
a word problem you write it using a number sentence.
e.g. If I have 5 sweets and you have 7 sweets how many sweets 
do we have altogether? The number sentence expressing this is: 
5 + 7 =  or 5 + 7 = 12.

polelopalo Fa o dirisa dipalo le matshwao go tlhagisa tharabololo ya 
mathata a mafoko, o e kwala o dirisa polelopalo. 
sk. Fa ke na le disubitshi tse 5 mme o na le disubitshi tse 7 re na 
le disubitshi tse kae tsotlhe. Polelopalo e e tlhagisang seno ke  
5 + 7 =  kgotsa 5 + 7 = 12.

number 
sequences

Number sequences are patterns of numbers that follow a rule.
e.g. 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, ... are the even numbers, they are a sequence 
of numbers.

tatelano ya dipalo Tatelano ya dipalo ke paterone ya dipalo e e salang molao 
morago. 
sk. 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, … ke dipalomaleka, ke tatelano ya dipalo. 
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number symbol When you write out a number using symbols (numerals/digits) 
you give the number symbol.
e.g. The number symbol for the number seventy-two is 72.

letshwaopalo Fa o kwala palo o dirisa letshwao (dijiti) o neela letshwaopalo. 
sk. Letshwaopalo la palo ya somasupapedi ke 72. 

numeral A symbol used to write a number. The numerals we use are the 
ten digits: 0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9.

palo Letshwao le le dirisiwang go kwala palo. Dipalo tse re di dirisang 
ke metso ya lesome: 0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9. 

numerator The top number in a fraction numeral which is written using 
symbols.
e.g. 34 (in this fraction 3 is the numerator).

lebadi Palo e e kwa godimo mo palong ya palophatlho e e kwalwang 
go dirisiwa matshwao. 
sk. 34 (mo palophatlhong eno 3 ke lebadi).

numeric pattern A numeric pattern is another name for a number sequence  
or pattern.
e.g. 20, 40, 60, 80, ...

paterone ya dipalo Paterone ya dipalo ke leina le lengwe la tatelano ya dipalo 
kgotsa paterone. 
sk. 20, 40, 60, 80, ...

Oo
object (counter) A thing. You can see it. If there are lots you can count them. selo (sebadi) Selo. O kgona go se bona. Fa di le dintsi o kgona go di bala. 

objects 
3-D (three-
dimensional 
objects)

Objects such as balls (spheres) 
and boxes (prisms).

dilo tsa 3-D (dilo tsa 
matlhakore a 3) 

Dilo di tshwana le dibolo 
(dikgolokwe) le mabokoso 
(diporiseme). 

o’clock When you write the time from an 
analogue clock, you use the word 
‘o’clock’.
e.g. It is 8 o’clock.

12
1

2

3

4
567

8

9

10
11

mo godimo ga 
tlhogo 

Fa o kwala nako go tswa mo 
tshupanakong ya analoko, o dirisa 
lefoko ‘mo godimo ga tlhogo’. 
sk. Ke ura ya 8 mo godimo ga tlhogo. 

12
1

2

3

4
567

8

9

10
11

odd number A number that is not divisible by 2.
e.g. 3, 15, 29, 55

palomafeta Palo e e sa arologeng ka 2. 
sk. 3, 15, 29, 55
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on top of 
(position)

When something is above something 
else.
e.g. The ball is on top of the box.

mo godimo ga 
(maemo) 

Fa selo se le fa godimo ga sengwe. 
sk. Bolo e mo godimo ga lebokoso. 

one-to-one 
correspondence

When one thing can be matched to another thing.
e.g. If there are 3 children and 3 sweets there is a one-to-one 
correspondence between children and sweets.

tsamaelano ya 
nngwe go nngwe 

Fa selo se le sengwe se ka nyalanngwa le se sengwe. 
sk. Fa go na le bana ba le 3 le disubitshi di le 3 go na le 
tsamaelano ya nngwe go nngwe mo gare ga bana le disubitshi. 

opposite In a position across from something 
else.
e.g. The circle and the square are on 
opposite sides of the card.

lebaganeng Mo maemong go kgabaganya go tswa 
fa selong se sengwe. 
sk. Tshekeletsa le khutlonne di mo 
matlhakoreng a a lebaganeng a karata. 

opposite 
(position)

On the other side.
e.g. When you and your friend sit on either side of a desk at 
school, you are sitting on opposite sides of the desk.

lebagane (maemo) Mo letlhakoreng le lengwe. 
sk. Fa wena le tsala ya gago le nna mo matlhakoreng a a sa 
tshwaneng a deseke kwa sekolong, le nna mo matlhakoreng a a 
lebaganeng a deseke. 

order/ordering To order means to sort. You can sort numbers or shapes 
according to size.

rulaganya/ 
go rulaganya

Go rulaganya go raya go tlhaola. O ka tlhaola dipalo kgotsa 
dipaterone go ya ka bogolo. 

ordinal numbers Positions are given by ordinal numbers.
e.g. First, second, third, fourth, etc. according to the number in  
a display.

1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th

dipalokemotatelano Maemo a neelwa ke dipalokemotatelano. 
sk. Ntlha, bobedi, boraro, bone, jj. go ya ka dipalo tse di 
bontshitsweng.

bo1 bo2 bo3 bo4 bo5 bo6

organise (data) When you collect data you get all sorts of answers and they  
are not sorted out into categories. When you sort out the data, 
you organise it.

rulaganya (datha) Fa o kgobokanya datha o bona dikarabo tse dintsi tse di 
farologaneng mme di sa tlhaolwa go ya ka ditlhopha. Fa o 
tlhaola datha o a e rulaganya. 

orientation Direction. tebelelo Kaelo. 

output The result or value produced by a function. ntsho Dipholo kgotsa boleng jo bo tlhagisiwang ke tiro.
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Pp
pace(s) A pace is a step that you take. The 

length of a pace is used to measure 
the lengths of other things, such as the 
length of your classroom.

kgato Kgato e o e tsayang. Boleele jwa kgato 
bo dirisiwa go lekanyetsa botelele jwa 
dilo tse dingwe, jaaka botelele jwa 
phaposi ya gago. 

pair Put two things together (verb). Or, two of the same kind of thing 
(noun).

baya ka sebedi/ 
sebedi/para 

Baya dilo tse pedi mmogo (lediri). Kgotsa, dilo tse pedi tse di 
tshwanang (leina). 

parallelogram A quadrilateral with two pairs 
of parallel sides.

paralelogeramo Khwatirelaterale e e nang le 
dipara tse pedi tsa matlhakore 
a a bapileng. 

part-part-whole 
model

A numeric model that shows 
numbers broken into parts, 
often written into a table called 
a number table.

whole

part part

sekao sa karolo-
karolo-gotlhe 

Sekao sa dipalo se se 
bontshang dipalo tse di 
tlhatlhamolotsweng go nna 
dikarolo, gantsi di kwalwa 
mo lenaaneng le le bidiwang 
lenaane la dipalo. 

gotlhe

karolo karolo

past/to (time) When you tell the time: if it is not exactly 3 o’clock (for example), 
it could be before 3 (e.g. 15 minutes to 3 o’clock) or after 3  
(e.g. 15 minutes past 3 o’clock).

morago/pele (nako) Fa o bua nako: fa e se ura ya 3 mo godimo ga tlhogo (sk.) ka 
nna pele ga 3 (sk. metsotso e le 15 pele ga ura ya 3) kgotsa 
morago ga 3 (sk. metsotso e le 15 morago ga ura ya 3). 

pattern Something which has a regular form or design that you could 
repeat. When designs are repeated or a rule can be found for  
a number sequence we have found a pattern.
e.g. 4, 7, 10, ... (Pattern – add 3 each time, starting at 4.)

(Pattern – triangle, square, circle, repeated.)

paterone Sengwe se se nang le poego gongwe thadiso e e ka 
boelediwang. Fa dithadiso di boelediwa kgotsa go ka bonwa 
molao wa tatelano ya dipalo, re bone paterone. 
sk. 4, 7, 10, ... (Paterone – tlhakanya 3 nako nngwe le nngwe,  
o simolola mo go 4.)  

(Paterone – khutlotharo, khutlonne, tshekeletsa, poeletso.) 
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pay Hand over money in exchange for goods.
e.g. If you pay for a loaf of bread at the shops you give money 
to the cashier.

duela Neela tšhelete go ananya ka dijo. 
sk. Fa o duelela llofo ya borotho kwa lebenkeleng o neela 
morekisi tšhelete. 

perimeter The distance around a shape.
e.g. The perimeter of the square with sides 2 cm long will be:  
2 cm + 2 cm + 2 cm + 2 cm = 8 cm. If a shape has curved sides 
you can use a piece of string to find the perimeter – place 
the string carefully along the whole border of the shape, then 
straighten it out and see how much string was needed to go 
around the shape.

perimita Sekgala go dikologa sebopego. 
sk. Perimita ya khutlonne ya matlhakore a boleele jwa 2 cm e 
tlaa nna 2 cm + 2 cm + 2 cm + 2 cm = 8 cm. Fa sebopego se na 
le matlhakore a a segoro o ka dirisa mogala go bona perimita – 
baya mogala ka kelotlhoko mo losing lotlhe lwa sebopego, mme 
o o tlhamalatse go bona gore go ne go tlhokega mogala o le 
mo kae go dikologa sebopego. 

physical objects Real things.
e.g. Things which you work with when you count, such as stones, 
counters or blocks.

dilo tse di 
tshwaregang  

Dilo tsa nnete. 
sk. Dilo tse o dirang ka tsona fa o bala, jaaka matlapa, dibadi 
kgotsa diboloko. 

pictograph 
(data)

A pictograph is a data 
graph which uses pictures to 
represent the data.

red yellow pink purple

Flower colours kerafotshwantsho 
(datha) 

Kerafotshwantsho ke kerafo 
ya datha e e dirisang 
ditshwantsho go emela datha. 

hibidu serolwana pinki selaole 

Mebala ya mabolomo 

place value In our number system, the decimal number system, the value 
of a digit depends on its place, or position, in the number. Each 
place has a value of 10 times the place to its right. The place 
values used in Grade 2 are tens and units.
e.g. This drawing shows 24 sticks. The place value of the  
2 is tens. (We can also say the 2 is in the tens place.)

24

kemopalo Mo tsamaisong ya rona ya dipalo, boleng jwa motso bo ikaegile 
ke lefelo, gongwe maemo, mo palong. Lefelo lengwe le lengwe e 
na le boleng jo bo lekanang le lesome la lefelo la ka fa mojeng. 
Kemopalo e e dirisiwang mo Mophato 2 ke masome le metso.   
sk. Setshwantsho se se re bontsha dithobanyane tse 24. 
Kemopalo ya 2 ke masome. (Re ka nna gape ra re 2 e mo 
lefelong la masome.) 

24
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plus Add. tlhakanya Tlhakanya.

popular
(most/least)

Something which is well liked.
e.g. The most popular item is 
liked the most (yellow flowers). 
The least popular thing is liked 
the least (purple flowers).

red yellow pink purple

Flower colours tumileng (bontsi/
bonnye) 

Sengwe se se ratwang thata. 
sk. Selo se se ratwang ka 
bontsi (mabolomo a a 
serolwana). Selo se se ratwang 
go le gonnye (mabolomo a a 
selaole). 

hibidu serolwana pinki selaole 

Mebala ya mabolomo 

position The place where something is, 
compared to other things that are 
around it.
e.g. The position of the ball is on top of 
the box.

maemo Lefelo le sengwe se leng mo go lone, fa 
go bapisiwa le dilo tse dingwe tse di se 
dikologileng. 
sk. Maemo a bolo ke fa godimo ga 
lebokoso. 

positive 
numbers

Numbers that are greater than zero. dipalokoketso Dipalo tse di fetang lefela. 

positive sign The symbol (+) used to indicate a positive quantity. It can also 
be called a plus sign and denote the operation addition.

letshwao la koketso Letshwao (+) le le dirisiwang go supa bokalo jo bo okeditsweng. 
gape le ka bidiwa letshwao la go tlhakanya mme le bontsha tiro 
ya go tlhakanya. 

practical 
problems

Problems which relate to real things. You may come across these 
problems in your everyday life. Maths can sometimes be used to 
help you solve practical problems.
e.g. If you want to sell scones at school to raise money and you 
sell each scone for R3,00 how many scones must you sell to 
make R30?

mathata a tiragatso  Mathata a a amanang le dilo tsa nnete. O ka kopana le mathata 
ano mo botshelong jwa gago jwa letsatsi le letsatsi. Dipalo ka 
dinako dingwe di ka dirisiwa go thusa go rarabolola mathata a 
tiragatso. 
sk. Fa o batla go rekisa dikuku kwa sekolong go nna le letseno 
o rekisa kuku nngwe le nngwe ka R3,00 o tshwanetse go rekisa 
dikuku tse kae go dira R30? 

predict To make a guess about what will happen based on information 
that you have.

bonela pele Go abelela gore go tlaa diragala eng o ikaegile ka 
tshedimosetso e o nang le yone. 

predictable In an expected way.
e.g. Patterns behave in a way that is predictable. You can use the 
rule of the pattern to predict (work out) what another term in the 
pattern will be.

bonelwang pele Ka tsela e e solofetsweng. 
sk. Dipaterone di itshwara ka tsela e e bonelwang pele. O ka nna 
wa dirisa molao wa dipaterone go bonela pele (go rarabolola) 
gore theme e nngwe mo pateroneng e tlaa nna efe. 
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prediction A prediction is a guess (not a wild guess, you think carefully 
about it) about something happening a certain way.

ponelopele Ponelopele ke kabelelo (e seng kabelelo fela, o akanya ka 
tlhoafalo ka yone) ka sengwe se se tlaa diragalang ka tsela e e 
rileng. 

prism A geometric shape that has a base that can vary but the other 
faces are all rectangles or squares. A cube is a special prism 
which has all of its faces squares.

porisime  Sebopego sa jometeri se se nang le motheo o o ka 
farologanang fela difatlhego tse dingwe tsotlhe e le 
dikhutlonnetsepa gongwe dikhutlonne. Khube ke porisime e 
e kgethegileng e e nang le difatlhego tsotlhe tsa yone e le 
dikhutlonne. 

problem The word ‘problem’ is sometimes used for a ‘question’ in maths.
e.g. ‘Solve the following problems’ is an instruction to find the 
solutions (answers) to some given questions.

bothata Lefoko ‘bothata’ ka nako nngwe le dirisiwa jaaka ‘potso’ 
mo dipalong. 
sk. ‘Rarabolola bothata jo bo latelang’ ke taelo ya go bona 
tharabololo (karabo) ya dingwe tsa dipotso tse di neetsweng. 

problem solving When you solve maths problems by thinking through the given 
information. You could use drawings or models to help you.

tharabolo ya 
bothata 

Fa o rarabolola bothata jwa dipalo ka go akanya ka ga 
tshedimosetso e o e neetsweng. O ka dirisa ditshwantsho kgotsa 
dikao go go thusa. 

proportional A relationship where a change in one variable leads to a 
corresponding change in another variable.
e.g. If an object travels at a constant speed, then the distance 
travelled is directly proportional to the time spent travelling.

tsamaelano Kamano e mo go yona phetogo ya pharologantsho e le 
nngwe e lebisang kwa phetogong e e tsamaelanang mo 
pharologantshong e nngwe. 
sk. Fa selo se tsamaya ka lebelo le le sa fetogeng, go raya gore 
sekgala se se se tsamaileng se tsamaelana ka tlhamalalo le 
nako e se e dirisitseng go tsamaya. 

public holidays Days which are given as holidays by the government.
e.g. In South Africa, 16 June is a public holiday.

malatsi a khunologo/
boikhutso 

Malatsi a a neetsweng jaaka malatsi a boikhutso ke puso. 
sk. Mo Aforikaborwa, 16 Seetebosigo ke letsatsi la boikhutso la 
botlhe. 

pyramid A geometric shape that has a base that 
can change but all of the other faces 
are triangles.

phiramiti Popego ya jometeri e e nang le 
motheo o o farologanang mme 
difatlhego tse dingwe tsotlhe e le 
dikhutlotharo. 
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Qq
quantity How much or how many. bokalo/bokanakang Bokae kgotsa di le kae. 

quarter A fraction that is made by finding four equal sized parts of the 
whole.

kotara Palophatlho e e dirilweng ka go bona dikarolo tse nne tse di 
lekanang tsa bogotlhe. 

quarter of  
an hour

The length of time when an hour is divided into four equal parts. 
Each part is 15 minutes. There are 15 minutes in a quarter of an 
hour. There are 45 minutes in three quarters of an hour.

kotara ya ura Botelele jwa nako fa ura e kgaoganngwa ka dikarolo tse di 
lekanang di le nne. Karolo nngwe le nngwe e tsaya metsotso 
e le 15. Go na le metsotso e le 15 mo kotareng ya ura. Go na le 
metsotso e le 45 mo dikotareng tse nne tsa ura.

Rr
rands and cents Money values used in South 

Africa.
diranta le disente Boleng jwa tšhelete e e 

dirisiwang mo Aforikaborwa. 

range The set of all y-values (or output values) is called the range of  
a relation or function.

tekanyo Setlhopha sa boleng jotlhe jwa y (kgotsa boleng jwa ntsho) se 
bidiwa tekanyo ya kamano kgotsa tiro. 

reciprocal The inverse of a number or a value.
e.g. The reciprocal of 3 is 1 divided by 3 (or 1 ÷ 3), which is the 
fraction 1

3.

The reciprocal of a fraction is the inverse of that fraction.
e.g. The reciprocal of 65 is 56 .

resiporokale Resiporokale ke tlhanolo ya palo kgotsa boleng. 
sk. Resiporokale ya 3 ke 1 e e arotsweng ka 3 (kgotsa 1 ÷ 3),  
e leng palophatlo ya 1

3.

Resiporokale ya palophatlo ke tlhanolo ya palophatlo eo.
sk. Resiporokale ya 65 ke 56 .

recognise Know what something looks like. lemoga Itse gore selo se lebega jang. 
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record Write something down.
e.g. Record your answer means ‘write down your answer’.  
Record the data items means ‘write down the data facts that 
you find’.

rekota Kwala sengwe fa fatshe. 
sk. Rekota karabo ya gago e raya gore ‘kwala karabo ya gago’. 
Rekota dilo tsa datha e raya gore kwala datha ya dilo tse o di 
boneng. 

rectangle A shape with 4 straight sides and  
4 square corners. Opposite sides are 
equal.

khutlonnetsepa Popego ya matlhakore a le 4 a 
a tlhamaletseng le matlhakore a 
khutlonne a le 4. Matlhakore a a 
lebaganeng a a lekana. 

rectangular 
prism

A 3-D object that has 6 faces with 
rectangles as its base.

poriseme ya 
khutlonnetsepa 

Selo sa 3-D se se nang le difatlhego 
di le 6 mme motheo wa sone e le 
dikhutlonnetsepa. 

reduction To decrease the size of a figure 
without changing its shape.

phokotso Go fokotsa bogolo jwa 
setshwantsho kwa ntle ga go 
fetola sebopego sa sone. 

regular pattern A pattern that increases in the same way.
e.g. Numeric patterns that get bigger by 15 each time – 15, 30, 45, 
60, 75, ... This is a regular pattern – you can work out more terms 
in the sequence because you can identify the rule behind the 
regular increases in the pattern.

paterone ya tlwaelo Paterone e e oketsegang ka tsela e e tshwanang. 
sk. Dipaterone tsa palo tse di golang ka 15 nako nngwe le 
nngwe – 15, 30, 45, 60, 75, … Seno ke paterone ya tlwaelo – o ka 
rarabolola ditheme di le dintsi mo tatelanong ka gonne o ka 
supa molao o o bontshang koketsego ya tlwaelo ya paterone. 

relation A relationship between sets of values. In maths, the relation 
is between the x-values (input values) and y-values (output 
values) of ordered pairs.

kamano Kamano ke kamano magareng ga disete tsa boleng. Mo 
dipalong, kamano e fa gare ga boleng jwa x (boleng jwa 
palokakgelwa) le boleng jwa y (boleng jwa ntsho) jwa dipara tse 
di rulagantsweng. 

relation: ordered 
pair

An ordered pair is represented as (x, y) or (input, output).  
A relation shows the relationship between all input and output 
values, whereas a function is a relation which derives one output 
for each given input. 

kamano: dipara tse 
di rulagantsweng 

Para e e rulagantsweng e tlhagisiwa jaaka (x, y) kgotsa 
(palokakgelwa, ntsho). Kamano e bontsha kamano magareng 
ga boleng jotlhe jwa palokakgelwa le jwa ntsho fa tiro e le 
kamano e e ntshang ntsho ya palokakgelwa nngwe le nngwe e 
e neetsweng. 
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relative amount Relative amounts, numbers or values are dependent on other 
numbers.

bokalo jo bo 
amanang 

Bokalo jo bo amanang, dipalo kgotsa boleng bo ikaegile ka 
dipalo tse dingwe. 

religious 
festivals

Days on which people of a given religion celebrate something 
special.
e.g. Easter, Diwali, Ramadan, Passover.

meletlo ya sedumedi Malatsi a mo go one batho ba tumelo e e rileng ba ketekang 
sengwe se se botlhokwa. 
sk. Paseka, Diwali, Ramadan, Tlolaganyo. 

remainder Something that is left over.
e.g. If I share 7 sweets between 2 children, each child gets  
3 sweets and there is one sweet left over.

tshalelo/masalela Sengwe se se setseng. 
sk. Fa ke kgaoganya disubitshi tse 7 magareng ga bana ba 
babedi, yo mongwe le yo mongwe o bona disubitshi tse 3 mme 
go sale subitshi se le sengwe. 

repeat Happen again. Say or write more than once. boeletsa Diragala gape. Bua kgotsa kwala go feta gangwe. 

repeated 
addition

Adding the same number many times.
e.g. 4 + 4 + 4 + 4 + 4 = 20
(In this way we have found by repeated addition that five 4’s is 
equal to 20.)

go tlhakanya go go 
boelediwang 

Go tlhakanya palo e le nngwe makgetlo a le mantsi. 
sk. 4 + 4 + 4 + 4 + 4 = 20
(Ka tsela eno re bone ka go tlhakanya go go boelediwang gore 
di-4 tse tlhano di lekana le 20.)

represent (data) Make a drawing to show the data that you have collected.
e.g. A graph such as a pictograph is used to represent data.

emela (datha) Dira setshwantsho go bontsha datha e o e kokoantseng. 
sk. Kerafo e e tshwanang le kerafotshwantsho e dirisiwa go 
emela datha. 

result The answer. dipholo Karabo. 

reverse To go in the opposite direction. boela morago Go ya kwa letlhakoreng le le farologaneng. 

right/ 
right hand side

Your body has a left side and a right 
side. The right hand is on the right side 
of the body.

left right

moja/letlhakore la 
letsogo la moja 

Mmele wa gago o na le letlhakore la 
molema le letlhakore la moja. Letsogo 
la moja le mo letlhakoreng la moja la 
mmele. 

molema 
moja 
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roll or slide This tin rolls on the curved surface but it slides on the flat 
surface of the can.

kgokologa kgotsa 
relela 

Moteme o kgokologa mo boalong jo bo segoro fela o relela mo 
boalong jo bo sephaphati jwa moteme. 

root or radical 
sign

The symbol √
___

, which expresses a root, in this case a square 
root (since we do not write √

___2 when we write a square root 
symbolically). We can take any root of a number.
e.g. √

___3 is the cube root while √
___n represents the nth root, 

where n can be any number.

modisekwere Letshwao √
___

le le tlhagisang modi, mo ntlheng eno 
modisekwere (ka gonne ga re kwale √

___2 fa re kwala letshwao 
la modisekwere). Re ka tsaya modi mongwe le mongwe wa 
palo.
sk. √

___3 ke modi wa dikhube fa √
___n emela modi wa nth, moo 

n e ka nnang palo epe fela.

rotate Turn around. dikolosa Retolosa. 

round/curved 
sides

An edge of a shape that is curved.
e.g. A circle has a round (curved) edge.

kgolokwe/
matlhakore a a 
segoro

Losi lwa popego lo lo segoro. 
sk. Tshekeletsa e na le losi lo lo 
kgolokwe (segoro). 

rounding off When you want to simplify a situation you can round off a 
number – this means you make it a number that ends in zero.
e.g. 52 rounded off to the nearest ten is 50.

50 60 70 80 90 1000 10 20 30 40

55 56 57 58 59 6050 51 52 53 54

52

garela Fa o batla go nolofatsa maemo o ka garela palo – seno se raya 
gore o e dira palo e e felelang ka lefela. 
sk. 52 o mo garela go ya go lesome le le gaufi ke 50. 

50 60 70 80 90 1000 10 20 30 40

55 56 57 58 59 6050 51 52 53 54

52
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rows (and 
columns)

A set of objects or numbers can be 
arranged in order, often in rows and 
columns in a grid/array.
e.g. The rows go across from left to 
right in the grid. The columns go from 
top to bottom in the grid.

mela le dikholomo Setlhopha sa dilo kgotsa dipalo se 
ka rulaganngwa ka tatelano, gantsi 
ka mela le dikholomo mo keriting/ 
kokoanyong. 
sk. Mela e kgabaganya go tswa 
kwa molemeng go ya kwa mojeng 
mo keriting. Dikholomo di tswa kwa 
godimo go ya kwa tlase mo keriting. 

Ss
same as/ 
the same as

Equal to (in number).
e.g. 5 is the same as 4 + 1.

Of the same form or outline (shape).
e.g.  is the same as  .

tshwana le/ 
go tshwana le 

Lekana le (ka palo). 
sk. 5 e tshwana le 4 + 1.

Ka tsela kgotsa popego e e tshwanang. 
sk.  e tshwana le  .

scale/balance 
scale

An instrument used to measure or 
compare the mass of different objects.

sekale/sekale sa 
tekatekanyo 

Sediriswa se se dirisiwang go 
lekanyetsa kgotsa go bapisa boima 
jwa dilo tse di farologaneng. 

scale (map 
scale)

The ratio of the reduced distance shown on a map to the actual 
distance on a map.
e.g. If a map is drawn to a scale of 1:50 it means that 1 cm on the 
map represents 50 cm in reality.

sekale (sekale sa 
mmapa) 

Rešio ya sekgala se se fokoditsweng se se bontshiwang mo 
mmapeng le sekgala sa mmatota mo mmapeng. 
sk. Fa mmapa o thadilwe ka sekale sa 1:50 go raya gore 1 cm mo 
mmapeng e emela 50 cm ka nnete. 

scale factor Used to determine how many times larger or smaller one object 
or figure is to another.

ntlha ya sekale Ntlha ya sekale e dirisiwa go bona gore selo se le sengwe 
kgotsa setshwantsho se segolo kgotsa se sennye ga kae mo go 
se sengwe. 

seasons Periods of the year: spring, summer, autumn and winter. dipaka/ditlha Dipaka/ditlha tsa ngwaga: dikgakologo, selemo, letlhafula le 
mariga. 

sequence/
sequencing 
events

Things that happen (events) can be put in date/time order, 
when you are given their dates/times. This is called sequencing 
the events.
e.g. The sequence of events in your day could be: eat breakfast, 
go to school, do your homework, eat supper, go to bed.

tatelano/go 
rulaganya ditiragalo 
ka tatelano 

Dilo tse di diragalang (ditiragalo) di ka bewa ka tatelano ya 
letlha/nako, fa o filwe matlha/dinako tsa teng. Seno se bidiwa 
go rulaganya ditiragalo ka tatelano. 
sk. Tatelano ya ditiragalo mo letsatsing la gago e ka nna: go 
fitlhola, go ya sekolong, dira tirogae ya gago, ja dijo tsa go 
lalela, ya go robala.
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shape Form or outline. popego Popego kgotsa sethalo.

shapes 2-D  
(two-
dimensional 
shapes)

Shapes such as triangles, squares, rectangles, circles, etc. dipopego tsa 2-D 
(dipopego tsa 
matlhakoremabedi) 

Dipopego di tshwana le dikhutlotharo, dikhutlonne, 
dikhutlonnetsepa, ditshekeletsa , j.j. 

shared 
amongst/
between

We say ‘shared amongst’ when we share out to more than two 
people and ‘shared between’ when we share between 2 people.
e.g. 24 sweets are shared amongst 6 boys. How many sweets 
will each boy get? 4 biscuits are shared between 2 girls.  
How many biscuits will each girl get?

aroganngwa 
magareng 

Re a re ‘aroganngwa magareng’ fa re aroganya mo bathong ba 
le babedi kgotsa go feta. 
sk. Disubitshi tse 24 di aroganngwa magareng ga basimane ba le 
6. Mosimane mongwe le mongwe o tlaa bona disubitshi di le kae? 
Dikuku tse 4 di aroganngwa magareng ga basetsana ba le 2. 
Mosetsana mongwe le mongwe o tlaa amogela dikuku tse kae? 

sharing equally When you share by giving the same amount to each person.
e.g. Each child gets 2 pieces of bread.

go aroganyana ka 
go lekana 

Fa o aroganya ka go neela motho mongwe le mogwe selekano 
se se lekanang. 
sk. Ngwana mongwe le mongwe o bona manathwana a le 2 a borotho.

sharing 
(division)

When you distribute objects among a certain number of people 
you are ‘sharing’ the objects. You can divide numbers by finding 
out how you share them.
e.g. If you have 12 flowers, and you share them equally among  
4 children, how many flowers will each child get? (12 ÷ 4 = )

12 ÷ 4 = 3  
Each child will get 3 flowers. 

go aroganya  
(go arola) 

Fa o phatlalatsa dilo magareng ga palo e e rileng ya batho o 
‘aroganya’ dilo. O ka arola dipalo ka go bona ka moo o tlaa di 
aroganyang ka teng. 
sk. Fa o na le mabolomo a le 12, mme o a aroganya ka go 
lekana mo baneng ba le 4, ngwana mongwe le mongwe o tlaa 
bona mabolomo a le kae? (12 ÷ 4 = )

12 ÷ 4 = 3 
Ngwana mongwe le mongwe o tlaa bona mabolomo a le 3.

short, shorter, 
shortest

You can compare the lengths of 
different objects using the words short, 
shorter, shortest.
e.g. The grey pencil is short, the black 
pencil is shorter, the white pencil is the 
shortest.

khutshwane,  
khutshwanyane, 
khutshwakhu- 
tshwane  

O ka bapisa botelele jwa dilo tse di 
farologaneng ka go dirisa mafoko 
khutshwane, khutshwanyane, 
khutshwakhutshwane. 
sk. Phensele e tshetlha e 
khutshwane, phensele e ntsho e 
khutshwanyane phensele e tshweu e 
khutshwakhutshwane. 
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short time When a little or small amount of time has passed, we say that 
something has taken a short time.

nako e khutshwane Fa go fetile selekano se se nnye sa nako, re a re selo se tseile 
nako e e khutshwane. 

side When you look at something from the 
side of something, not from the front 
or back.
e.g. This is the side view of a car.

letlhakore Fa o lebelela sengwe go tswa kwa 
letlhakoreng la sengwe, e seng go tswa 
kwa pele kgotsa kwa morago. 
sk. Se ke pono ya letlhakore ya koloi. 

similar Having the same shape but not necessarily the same size. tshwanang Go nna le popego e e tshwanang mme le fa bogolo bo sa 
tshwane. 

simplify  
a fraction

Fractions in their lowest, reduced and simplest form.  
The numerator and denominator of the fraction are reduced  
to the extent that the only common factor between them is 1.
e.g. 23 is the simplified fraction for 46 , 8

12 , 16
24 and so on.

nolofatsa 
palophatlho 

Dipalophatlho tse di nolofaditsweng ke dipalophatlho tse di mo 
sebopegong sa tsone se se kwa tlase, se se fokoditsweng le se 
se bonolonolo. Palo le setlhopha sa palophatlho di fokodiwa go 
fitlha ntlhatshwano e le nosi magare ga tsone e le 1. 
sk. 23 ke palophatlo e e nolofaditsweng ya 46 , 8

12 , 16
24 jalo le jalo.

sixth/sixths A fraction that is made by finding six equal sized parts of  
the whole.

nngwethatarong/ 
dinngwethatarong 

Palophatlho eno e diriwang ka go bona dikarolo tse thataro tse 
di lekanang tsa bogotlhe. 

size How big or small something is. This refers to the dimensions or 
proportions of the object.

bogolo Gore selo se segolo kgotsa se sennye go le kana kang. Seno se 
kaya matlhakore a selo. 

skip counting Counting forwards or backwards in multiples or intervals of  
a given number.
e.g. 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, …

go bala o tlola Go balela kwa pele kgotsa kwa morago ka dikatisanetswa 
kgotsa dikgaotso tsa palo e e rileng. 
sk. 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, …

slower/ 
slower than

Does not go quickly.
e.g. The snail goes slowly. It goes slower than I can walk.

bonyanyana/ 
bonyanyana go na le 

Ga se tsamaye ka bonako. 
sk. kgopa e tsamaya ka bonya. E tsamaya ka bonyanyana go 
na le jaaka nka tsamaya. 
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small 
demarcations

Little marks which are used to label a 
measuring scale.
e.g. The small demarcations on 
this scale show the units (in grams) 
between 0 kg and 1 kg, 1 kg and 2 kg, 
and so on.

0 1
2
3

456
7

8
9

melelwane e mennye Matshwao a mannye a a ka 
dirisediwang go tshwaya sekale se se 
lekanyetsang. 
sk. Molelwane mo sekaleng seno 
o bontsha diyuniti (ka digerama) 
magareng ga 0 kg le 1 kg, 1 kg le 2 kg, 
jalo le jalo. 

0 1
2
3

456
7

8
9

small, smaller, 
smallest (shape)

Shapes come in different sizes and can 
be ordered according to their size.
e.g. The first circle is small, the second 
circle is smaller, the third circle is the 
smallest.

nnye, nnyenyane, 
nnyennye (popego) 

Dipopego di tla ka bogolo jo bo 
farologaneng mme di ka rulaganngwa 
go ya ka bogolo jwa tsona. 
sk. Tshekeletsa ya ntlha e nnye, ya 
bobedi e nnyennyane, ya boraro e 
nnyennye. 

smaller than The symbol < means smaller/less than.
e.g. We read 4 < 9 as “4 is less than 9”. This is true because 4 is  
a smaller number than 9.

nnyennyane go go 
na le

Letshwao < le raya gore nnyennyane go na le. 
sk. Re buisa 4 < 9 jaaka “4 e nnyennyane mo go 9”.  
Seno ke nnete ka gore 4 ke palo e nnyennyane mo go 9. 

smallest 
(number)

When we write numbers in order we will write them from the 
smallest to the biggest or from the biggest to the smallest.
e.g. 32, 33, 34, 35 is written from the smallest to the biggest.

nnyennye (palo) Fa re kwala dipalo ka tatelano re tlaa di kwala go tswa go 
e nnyennye go ya go e kgolokgolo kgotsa go tswa go e 
kgolokgolo go ya go e nnyennye. 
sk. 32, 33, 34, 35 e kwadilwe go tswa go e nnyennye go ya go e 
kgolokgolo. 

solution The answer to a problem/question.
e.g. Find the solution means find the answer.

tharabololo Karabo ya bothata/potso. 
sk. Batla tharabololo e raya ‘batla karabo’. 

solve Find the answer or solution to a problem. rarabolola Batla karabo kgotsa tharabololo ya bothata. 

sort (into 
groups)

To put into order. To arrange 
the same things into a group.
e.g. The shapes have been 
sorted into balls and boxes.

tlhaola (go nna 
ditlhopha) 

Go ba ya ka thulaganyo. 
Go rulaganya dilo tse di 
tshwanang ka ditlhopha. 
sk. Dipopego di tlhaotswe go 
nna dibolo le mabokoso. 
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sort data To sort data you use categories. The categories give some of the 
different types into which the data can be sorted.
e.g. Cars come in different colours. You can group cars by their 
colour, then the car colours form categories, such as red, green, 
white and blue. When you have sorted the data you will know 
how many of each category of data you have.

tlhaola 
tshedimosetso 

Go tlhaola tshedimosetso o dirisa dikarolo. Dikarolo di neela 
mengwe ya mefuta e e farologaneng e tshedimosetso e ka 
tlhaolwang ka yone. 
sk. Dikoloi di tla ka mebala e e farologaneng. O ka baya dikoloi 
ka ditlhopha go ya ka mmala wa tsona, mme go nne le mebala 
ya dikoloi go tswa mo dikarolong, jaaka bohibidu, botala, 
bosweu le bopududu. Fa o setse o tlhaotse datha o tlaa itse gore 
o na le di le kae tsa datha ya karolo nngwe le nngwe. 

sort (by size) Put things in order.
e.g. These circles have been sorted 
from biggest to smallest.

tlhaola (ka bogolo) Baya dilo ka tatelano. 
sk. Ditshekeletsa tseno di beilwe go 
tloga go tse dikgolokgolo go ya go tse 
dinnyennye. 

spend When you use money to buy things. go reka Fa o dirisa madi go reka dilo. 

sphere A round 3-D object. The mathematical name for a ball.  
See ball shape.

kgolokwe Selo se se kgolokwe sa 3-D. Leina la dipalo la kgwele. 
Bona sebopego sa kgwele. 

spider diagram A diagram which gives input 
and output numbers and tells 
you what to do to turn the 
input into output.
e.g. In this spider diagram you 
have to add 30 to all of the 
given input numbers to get the 
output.

5

52

47

34

26

+30

35

56

input output

rule

setshwantsho sa 
segokgo 

Setshwantsho se se nayang 
dipalo tsa tsenyo le ntsho 
mme se go bolelela gore o dire 
eng go fetola tsenyo le ntsho. 
sk. Mo setshwantshong sa 
segokgo o tshwanetse go 
tlhakanya 30 le dipalo tsotlhe 
tsa tsenyo tse di neetsweng 
go bona ntsho. 

5

52

47

34

26

+30

35

56

tsenyo ntsho

molao

square A shape with 4 straight sides which are 
equal in length and 4 square corners.

khutlonne Popego ya matlhakore a le 4 a a 
tlhamaletseng a lekanang ka botelele 
le dikhona tse 4 tsa khutlonne. 

square number We need to multiply a given number by itself to find its square 
number. The square term is always represented by a number 
raised to the power of 2.
e.g. The square of 6 is 6 multiplied by 6, i.e., 6 × 6 = 62 = 36.

palosekwere Re tlhoka go atisa palo e e rileng ka boyone go bona 
palosekwere ya yone. Lereo la sekwere ka metlha le emelwa ke 
palo e e tlhatlositsweng go nna maatla a 2. 
sk. Sekwere sa 6 ke 6 e atisitsweng ka 6, ke gore, 6 × 6 = 62 = 36. 
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square root A square root of a number is a value that can be multiplied by 
itself to give the original number.
e.g. The square root of 9 is 3, written as √

__
9 = 3, because when  

3 is multiplied by itself the answer is 9.

modisekwere Modisekwere wa palo ke boleng jo bo ka atisiwang ka bojone go 
ntsha palo ya ntlha. 
sk. Modisekwere wa 9 ke 3, o kwalwa jaana √

__
9 = 3, ka gonne fa 

3 e atisiwa ka boyone re bona 9.

standard cup A cup which has an expected capacity of 250 ml. kopi e e tlwaelegileng Kopi e e nang le selekano se se solofetsweng sa 250 ml. 

standard unit When you measure formally, 
you use standard units of 
length.
e.g. If you measure the width 
of your school desk using a 
tape measure, you are using 
centimetres as a formal unit.

yuniti e e 
tlwaelegileng 

Fa o lekanyetsa ka tsela e e 
fomale, o dirisa diyuniti tse di 
tlwaelegileng tsa botelele. 
sk. Fa o lekanyetsa bophara 
jwa tafole ya gago ya 
sekolo o dirisa theipi, o dirisa 
disentimitara jaaka yuniti e e 
fomale. 

starting point The point where you should begin.
e.g. When you measure using a ruler, the starting point  
is 0 (zero).

ntlha ya tshimologo Ntlha e o tshwanetseng go simolola kwa go yona. 
sk. Fa o lekanyetsa o dirisa rula, ntlha ya tshimologo ke 0 
(lefela). 

straight sides An edge of a shape that is not curved.
e.g. A square has straight edges.

matlhakore a a 
tlhamaletseng  

Losi la sebopego le le seng segoro. 
sk. Khutlonne e na le losi lo lo tlhamaletseng. 

straight sides/
round sides

A straight side is not curved and a 
round side is curved.
e.g. A square has straight sides and  
a circle has round sides.

matlhakore a a 
tlhamaletseng/ 
matlhakore a a 
kgolokwe 

Letlhakore le le tlhamaletseng ga le 
segoro me letlhakore le le kgolokwe le 
segoro. 
sk. Khutlonne e na le matlhakore a a 
tlhamaletseng mme tshekeletsa e na le 
matlhakore a a kgolokwe. 

strategy A method for working something out. togamaano Mokgwa wa go dira gore sengwe se dire. 

subtract Take away. ntsha Go tlosa. 

subtraction The operation that involves taking one number away from 
another number.

go ntsha Tsela e e akaretsang go ntsha palo e nngwe go tswa mo palong 
e nngwe. 

subtraction 
facts

The difference between numbers.
e.g. 10 – 1 = 9; 10 – 2 = 8, etc.

dintlha tsa go ntsha Pharologano magareng ga dipalo. 
sk. 10 – 1 = 9; 10 – 2 = 8, jj.
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sum The answer you get when you add.
e.g. The sum of 5 and 8 is 13.

poelotlhakanyo Karabo e o e bonang fa o tlhakanya. 
sk. Poelotlhakanyo ya 5 le 8 ke 13.

surface The faces of a shape make up its surface – this is the outside 
area of a 3-D object. A surface can be flat or curved.
e.g. A sphere has one curved surface, a cone has one curved 
surface and one flat surface (or face).

boalo Sefatlhego sa sebopego se bopa boalo jwa sona – seno ke 
karolo e e kwa ntle ya selo sa 3-D. Boalo bo ka nna sephaphati 
kgotsa segoro. 
sk. Kgolokwe e na le boalo bo le bongwe jo bo segoro, khounu e 
na le boalo bo le bongwe jo bo segoro le boalo (sefatlhego) bo 
le bongwe jo bo sephaphati. 

symbol A sign used to write something.
e.g. The digits we use to write numbers are symbols.  
The operation signs are also symbols, of a different kind.

letshwao Letshwao le le dirisiwang go kwala sengwe. 
sk. Metso kgotsa didijiti tse re di dirisang go kwala dipalo di 
bidiwa matshwao. Matshwao a tiragatso le ona ke matshwao  
a mofuta o o farologaneng. 

symmetrical A shape which has the property of symmetry is called 
symmetrical.

lekalekana Sebopego se se nang le pharologantsho ya tekatekano ga  
twe se a lekalekana. 

symmetry/lines 
of symmetry

We see symmetry in a shape when one half of it is a mirror 
image of the other half. The line of symmetry is the line we draw 
between the two symmetrical halves of the shape.
e.g. Some shapes have one line of symmetry, others have more 
than one. Some shapes are not symmetrical.

tekatekano/mothalo 
wa tekatekano 

Re bona tekatekano mo popegong fa halofo e nngwe e tshwana 
le halofo e nngwe. Mothalo wa tekano ke mothalo o re o thalang 
magareng ga dihalofo tse pedi tsa tekatekano tsa popego. 
sk. Dipopego dingwe di na le mothalo wa tekano, tse dingwe di 
na le methalo e e fetang bongwe. Dipopego tse dingwe ga di 
lekalekane. 

Tt
table Mathematical information organised in columns and rows. lenaane Tshedimosetso ya dipalo e e rulagantsweng mo dikholomong  

le mela. 

take away Take away is another way of saying subtract. It is less formal. tlosa Go tlosa ke tsela e nngwe ya go re ntsha. Ga e fomale jalo. 
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taller More tall.
e.g. This giraffe is taller than the buck.

telelenyana Telele go feta. 
sk. Thutlwa e telelenyana go na le 
tshepe. 

tallest The one that has the most height.
e.g. The third giraffe is the tallest.

teleletelele E e telele go gaisa. 
sk. Thutlwa ya boraro e teleletelele. 

tally Using marks (called tallies) to keep a record of counting. palelo Go dirisa maduo go tshola rekoto ya go balelela. 

tally table A table in which you record 
tally marks while you count up 
items.

Favourite colour

Colour Tally

red e

blue eA

yellow AAAA

green ee

manaane a palelo Lenaane le o rekotelang palelo 
ya maduo mo go lone fa o 
bala dilwana. 

Mmala o o ratiwang 

Mmala Palelo

khibidu e

pududu eA

serolwana AAAA

botala  ee

teaspoon A measuring instrument for small quantities. A teaspoon has  
a capacity of 5 ml.

leswana la tee Sediriswa sa tekanyetso sa dilo tse di seng dintsi. Leswana la tee 
le na le selekano sa 5 ml. 

techniques Ways of doing things.
e.g. There are techniques for adding, such as breaking down  
and building up.

dithekeniki/ditsela Ditsela tsa go dira dilo. 
sk. Go na le dithekeniki tsa go tlhakanya, jaaka go 
tlhatlhamolola le go aga. 
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telling the time When you say what the time is, you are telling the time. go bua nako Fa o bua gore go nako mang, o bua nako. 

temperature A measurement of how hot or cold something is. This is 
measured in degrees. In South Africa we use the Celsius scale.

themphereitšha Tekanyetso ya gore selo se mogote kgotsa se tsididi go le kana 
kang. Seno se lekanngwa ka didikirii. Mo Aforikaborwa re dirisa 
sekale sa Celsius. 

ten frame A drawing or card of 10 adjoining 
squares, which is used as a visual 
aid for counting and performing 
operations.

6

foreimi ya lesome Setshwantsho se se thadilweng kgotsa 
karata ya disekwere di le 10 tse di 
bapileng tse di dirisiwang jaaka thuso 
ya pono ya go bala le go dira ditiro. 

6
tens When things or objects come in groups 

of ten.
e.g. We can count: 10, 20  
We can say: 2 groups of 10 or 10 + 10  
or 2 × 10.

masome Fa dilo di kgobokantswe ka ditlhopha 
tsa lesome. 
sk. Re ka bala: 10, 20 
Re ka re: ditlhopha di le 2 tsa lesome 
kgotsa 10 + 10 kgotsa 2 × 10. 

tens and units In our number system, the decimal 
number system, the value of a digit 
depends on its place, or position, in 
the number. The place values used in 
Grade 2 are tens and units.
e.g. How many sticks are there?  
There are 24 sticks. When you write  
24 there is a 2 in the tens place and  
a 4 in the units place. 24

masome le metso/
bonngwe 

Mo thulaganyong ya rona ya dipalo, 
thulaganyo ya dipalo tsa tesimale, 
boleng jwa motso bo laolwa ke mo o 
leng teng, kgotsa maemo a ona, mo 
palong. Kemopalo e e dirisitsweng mo 
Mophatong wa 2 ke masome le metso. 
sk. Go na le dithobanyane di le kae? 
Go na le dithobanyane di le 24. Fa o 
kwala 24, go na le 2 mo lefelong la 
masome le 4 mo lefelong la metso 
kgotsa dinngwe. 

24

term Algebraic expressions are made of terms. A term can be a 
number, a variable, product of two or more variables or product 
of a number and a variable. An algebraic expression is formed 
by a single term or by a group of terms. 

theme Ditlhagiso tsa alejebora di dirilwe ka ditheme. Theme e ka nna 
palo, pharologantsho, setlhagiswa sa dipharologantsho tse pedi 
kgotsa go feta kgotsa setlhagiswa sa palo le pharologantsho. 
Tlhagiso ya alejebora e bopiwa ke theme e le nngwe kgotsa ke 
setlhopha sa ditheme. 

thermometer Instrument for measuring temperature. themometara Sediriswa sa go lekanyetsa thempereitšha. 
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thicker/thinner Words to describe the width (how wide) something is.
e.g. This line    is thicker than that line   .

e.g. This book is thinner than  

that book .

kimanyana/
tshesanenyana 

Mafoko a a tlhalosang bophara jwa selo ke.
sk. Mola ono    o mokimanyana go feta  ole. 

sk. Buka eno e tshesanenyana 

go na le ele.

thirds A fraction that is made by finding three equal sized parts of  
the whole.

nngwetharong Palophatlho e e dirilweng ka go bona dikarolo tse tharo tse di 
lekanang tsa bogotlhe. 

three-digit 
number

A number which is written using three digits.
e.g. 356 is a 3-digit number.

palo ya metso e 
meraro 

Palo e e kwalwang go dirisiwa metso e meraro. 
sk. 356 ke palo e e nang le metso e meraro. 

three quarters A fraction that is made by taking three of four equal sized parts 
of the whole, i.e. three quarters.

dikotara tse tharo Palophatlho e e dirilweng ka go bona dikarolo tse tharo tsa tse 
nne tse di lekanang tsa bogotlhe, k.g.r. dikotara tse tharo. 

threes When things or objects come in groups of three. 
e.g. We can count: 3, 6, 9, 12 
We can say: 4 groups of 3 or 3 + 3 + 3 + 3 or 4 × 3.

boraro Fa dilo di tla ka ditlhopha tsa boraro. 
sk. Re ka bala: 3, 6, 9, 12 
Re ka re: ditlhopha tse 4 tsa 3 kgotsa 3 + 3 + 3 + 3 kgotsa 4 × 3.

tiling Cover a surface with tiles. Do not leave 
gaps or overlap the tiles.
e.g. This surface has been tiled with 
rectangles.

go thaela Go khurumetsa boalo ka dithaele. O se 
ke wa tlogela diphatlha kgotsa wa dira 
gore dithaele di lepelele mo godimo ga 
tse dingwe. 
sk. Boalo jono bo adilwe dithaele la 
dikhutlonne. 
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time Time is what a clock measures. nako Nako ke se se lekanyediwang ke tshupanako. 

time passed The amount of time between two events.
e.g. The time passed between breakfast at 7 o’clock in the 
morning and lunch at 1 o’clock in the afternoon is 6 hours.

nako e e fetileng Selekano sa nako magareng ga ditiragalo tse pedi. 
sk. Nako e e fetileng magareng ga difitlhilo ka ura ya 7 mo 
mosong le dijo tsa motshegare ka ura ya 1 thapama ke diura tse 6. 

times tables The basic multiplication facts. The multiples of all of the single 
digit numbers.

manaane a katiso Dintlha tsa motheo tsa katiso. Dikatisanetswa tsa dipalo tsotlhe 
tsa motso o le mongwe. 

today The present day or this day. gompieno Letsatsi leno. 

tomorrow The day after today. ka moso Letsatsi morago ga la gompieno. 

top/on top 
(position)

When something is directly above 
something else.
e.g. The ball is on top of the box.

godimo/kwa godimo 
(maemo) 

Fa selo se le mo godimo ga se sengwe 
ka tlhamalalo. 
sk. Kgwele e kwa godimo ga lebokoso. 

topic (data 
graph)

The heading of a graph that 
tells you what the graph is 
about.
e.g. This graph is about the 
colours of flowers that were 
collected.

red yellow pink purple

Flower colours setlhogo (kerafo ya 
datha) 

Setlhogo sa kerafo se se go 
bolelelang gore kerafo e ka ga 
eng. 
sk. Kerafo eno e ka ga 
mebala ya mabolomo a a 
kgobokantsweng. 

hibidu serolwana pinki selaole 

Mebala ya mabolomo 

total (money) The full amount due.
e.g. If you spend R5, R3 and R21, the total you have spent is  
R5 + R3 + R21 = R29.

palogotlhe (tšhelete 
kgotsa madi) 

Bokalo jo bo feletseng. 
sk. Fa o dirisa R5, R3 le R21, palogotlhe ya madi a o a dirisitseng 
ke R5 + R3 + R21 = R29. 
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total value 
(number)

In our number system, the decimal 
number system, the value of a digit 
depends on its place, or position, in the 
number. Each place has a value of 10 
times the place to its right. The place 
values used in Grade 2 are tens and 
units.
e.g. This drawing shows 24 sticks.  
The total value of 2 in the tens place  
is 20.

24

boleng jotlhe (palo) Mo thulaganyong ya dipalo, thulaganyo 
ya dipalo ya tesimale, boleng jwamotso 
bo laolwa ke lefelo, gongwe maemo, 
mo palong. Lefelo lengwe le lengwe 
le na le boleng jwa makgetlo a le 10 a 
lefelo le le kwa mojeng. Dikemopalo tse 
di dirisiwang mo Mophatong wa 2 ke 
masome le metso. 
sk. Setshwantsho seno se bontsha 
dithobanyane tse 24. Boleng jotlhe jwa 
2 mo lefelong la masome ke 20. 

24

triangle A shape with three straight sides. khutlotharo Popego e e nang le matlhakore a 
mararo a a tlhamaletseng. 

turn To rotate (go around) a point.
e.g. When you open a door using a 
round doorhandle, you turn the handle. 

retolola Go retolosa (go dikolosa) ntlha. 
sk. Fa o bula lebati kgotsa o dirisa 
matshwaro a lebati a a kgolokwe,  
o dikolosa matshwaro. 


two-digit 
number

A number which is written using two 
digits.
e.g. How many sticks are there? There 
are 24 sticks. 24 is a two-digit number.

24

palo ya metso  
e mebedi 

Palo e e kwalwang go dirisiwa metso  
e mebedi.
sk. Go na le dithobanyane tse kae?  
Go na le dithobanyane tse 24.  
24 ke palo ya metso e mebedi.

24
twos When things or objects come in groups of two.

e.g. We can count: 2, 4, 6 
We can say: 3 groups of 2 or 2 + 2 + 2 or 3 × 2.

dipedi Fa dilo di tla ka ditlhopa tsa pedi. 
sk. Re ka bala: 2, 4, 6 
Re ka re: ditlhopha di le 3 tsa 2 kgotsa 2 + 2 + 2 kgotsa 3 × 2. 
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Uu
underneath When something is below something 

else.
e.g. The ball is underneath the table.

ka fa tlase Fa selo se le fa tlase ga se sengwe. 
sk. Bolo e ka fa tlase ga tafole. 

unit Single items which can be counted to find out the total of 
number of items in a given group.

motso Dilo tse di farologaneng tse di ka balwang go bona palogotlhe 
ya dilo mo setlhopheng se se rileng. 

unitary fraction A fraction which has a numerator value of 1.
e.g. 1

5 , 1
7 , etc.

palophatlho e le 
nngwe 

Palophatlho e e nang le boleng jwa lebadi jwa 1. 
sk. 1

5 , 1
7 , jj.

units/ones Another name for one. A single item.
e.g. In place value, the ones place can also be called the  
units place.

metso/dinngwe Leina le lengwe la nngwe. Selo se le sengwe. 
sk. Mo kemopalong lefelo la dinngwe le kgona go bidiwa lefelo  
la metso. 

unknown 
number

A number whose value you do not know and you need to find. palo e e sa itseweng Palo e o sa itseng boleng jwa yone mme o tlhoka go bo bona. 

up The opposite of down.
e.g. I pick the cup up from the table. 
This arrow is pointing up.

godimo Lelatodi la fa tlase. 
sk. Kopi e mo godimo ga seatla sa me. 
Motsu ono o supile kwa godimo. 

Vv
value The value of something is how much that thing is worth. 

Numbers represent values.
boleng Boleng jwa sengwe ke gore selo seo ke bokae. Dipalo di emela 

boleng. 

variable A letter used to represent an unknown value.
e.g. The letters x and y can take on any numeric value that is 
assigned to them, such as x = 5 and y = 17.

pharologantsho Tlhaka e e dirisiwang go emela boleng jo bo sa itsiweng. 
sk. Ditlhaka x le y di ka nna le boleng bope fela jwa palo e di bo 
abetsweng, go tshwana le x = 5 le y = 17. 

vertical Going up and down.
e.g. The lines are vertical. They go from 
top to bottom.

tsepameng Go ya kwa godimo le kwa tlase. 
sk. Methalo e e mo moseseng wa 
mosetsana e tsepame. E tswa kwa 
godimo mme e ya tlase. 
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views (top view, 
side view, front 
view)

What you see when you look at a shape from different positions.
e.g. This is the top, front and side view of a car.

dipono (pono ya kwa 
godimo, pono ya 
letlhakore, pono ya 
kwa pele) 

Se o se bonang fa o lebelela popego go tswa mo maemong a a 
farologaneng. 
sk. Seno ke pono ya kwa godimo, kwa pele le ya letlhakore ya 
koloi. 

volume The amount of space occupied by an object. bolumo Selekano sa sebaka se selo se leng mo go sona. 

Ww
week See day. There are 7 days in a week. beke Leba letsatsi. Go na le malatsi a le 7 mo bekeng. 

whole All, everything, total amount. All of the parts together. bogotlhe Gotlhe, tsotlhe, palogotlhe. Dikarolo tsotlhe mmogo. 

whole number Whole numbers are counting numbers starting from 0.
e.g. 0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, ...

palotlalo Dipalotlalo ke dipalo tsa go bala tse di simololang ka 0. 
sk. 0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, ...

wider More wide.
e.g. This house door is wide but the church door is wider.

house church

width width

sepharanyana Sephara go feta. 
sk. Kgoro ya ntlo eno e sephara mme kgoro ya kereke e 
sepharanyana. 

ntlo kereke 

bophara bophara 
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width The distance across from side to side 
of an object.
e.g. The width of this door is 80 cm.

80 cm bophara Sekgala sa go tswa mo letlhakoreng 
go ya kwa tlhakoreng le lengwe la selo. 
sk. Bophara jwa kgoro eno ke 80 cm. 

80 cm

word problems Maths problems which are stated using words and numerals. 
They sometimes have diagrams.

mathata a mafoko Mathata a dipalo a a tlhagisiwang go dirisiwa mafoko le dipalo. 
Ka dinako dingwe a na le ditshwantsho. 

Yy
year A year is a period of time that is 12 months long. The calendar 

year we use has 365 days (366 in a leap year).
ngwaga Ngwaga ke paka ya nako e e botelele jwa dikgwedi tse 12. 

Khalendara ya ngwaga e e re e dirisang e na le malatsi a le 365 
(366 mo ngwageng o o tlolang). 

yesterday One day ago. The day before today. maabane Letsatsi le le fetileng. Letsatsi pele ga gompieno. 

Zz
zero The numeral 0, nothing or nought. lefela Palo 0, ga go sepe kgotsa sepe. 
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