
Mathematics  Mmetse

DictionaryDictionary
Bukantswe R–7

English  Sesotho 



English  Sesotho

This dictionary was developed over many years linked to the various iterations of lesson 
plans that have been used in South Africa (GPLMS, Jika iMfundo, NECT and TMU). Funding 
from the First Rand Empowerment Foundation and the NECT are gratefully acknowledged. 
The present edition has been redesigned and includes several new words to extend its 
application to Grades 1–7, although the bulk of the terminology is established in the early 
grades for use throughout primary school and beyond. 

Bukantswe ena e ntlafaditswe ka dilemo tse ngata e amahanngwa le diphetolelo tse fapaneng 
tsa meralo ya dithuto e kileng ya sebediswa Afrika Borwa (GPLMS, Jika iMfundo, NECT le TMU). 
Dithuso tsa ditjhelete tse tswang ho First Rand Empowerment Foundation le NECT di ananelwa ka 
teboho. Kgatiso ya hajwale e hlophisitswe botjha mme e kenyelletsa mantswe a mangata a matjha 
ho atolosetsa tshebediso ya yona ho Kereiti ya 1–7, leha bongata ba mantswe ana bo thehilwe 
dihlopheng tsa pele bakeng sa ho sebediswa nakong yohle ya sekolo sa mathomo le ho feta.

Artists: Mary-Anne Hampton and Rassie Erasmus

www.fundawande.org
ISBN: 978-1-991273-91-8
Version 1: 2025

Anyone is free to share (copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format) or adapt (remix, transform and build on the material  
for any purpose), provided that you credit the work as follows: Bala Wande, Mathematics Dictionary (English/Sesotho), Grade R–7, CC BY 4.0.

You may not add terms or measures that legally restrict others from doing anything the licence permits. 
For more information: https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

R–7
Mathematics  Mmetse

DictionaryDictionary
Bukantswe



ii

Introduction
In almost every South African classroom you will find speakers of a number of different languages. Because of this, you may need to teach in 
a slightly different way to include all learners. Firstly, acknowledge that your learners may speak a number of different languages, and find out 
more about the home languages of each learner. Then, use the bilingual dictionary to help you as you teach Mathematics.

This bilingual dictionary includes the daily list of lesson vocabulary that is included in the lesson plans and teacher’s notes. In the dictionary 
you will find explanations and diagrams for the lesson vocabulary. It is structured in alphabetical order according to the English terms.

Lesson vocabulary is the important mathematical vocabulary that is used in the lesson. Please go through the lesson vocabulary as part of 
your lesson preparation. These terms are important as they are the language of mathematics that each learner needs to learn and understand, 
in order to build a solid foundation and understanding of this subject. It is important to explain these words to your learners, and to encourage 
learners to use them as well.

You should also use more than one language to explain the words if necessary – the dictionary will help you to do this. Many South African 
Mathematics teachers already code-switch to help their learners understand mathematical concepts and terms. This means that they alternate 
between two or more languages when explaining mathematics. Research has shown that this is a very useful practice that does indeed help 
learners to understand. Code-switching allows teachers and learners to draw on all of their language skills to learn, rather than to be limited by 
one language only. This practice is now used internationally and is also called ‘translanguaging’.

If you have learners in your class who are not yet comfortable in the LoLT (Language of Teaching and Learning), try to explain the word in  
a language they understand. You can also use gestures or pictures to help you explain a concept. Another strategy is to let learners who speak  
the same language discuss the concept in their home language and explain to one another.

The revised CAPS Section 4 (Assessment) endorses the use of more than one language to speak mathematically.
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Selelekela
Phaposing e nngwe le e nngwe ya ho rutela mona Afrika Borwa o tla fumana dibui tsa dipuo tse ngata tse fapaneng. Ka lebaka lena, o ka 
hloka ho ruta ka tsela e fapaneng hanyane ho kenyelletsa baithuti bohle. Taba ya pele, amohela hore baithuti ba hao ba ka bua dipuo tse 
ngatanyana tse fapaneng, mme o fumane haholwanyane ka dipuo tsa lapeng tsa moithuti ka mong. Ebe, o sebedisa bukantswe ya dipuo  
tse pedi ho o thusa ha o ntse o ruta mmetse. 

Bukantswe ena ya dipuo tse pedi e kenyelletsa lethathamo la letsatsi le letsatsi la tlotlontswe ya thuto le kenyeleditsweng mererong ya 
dithuto le dinoutsung tsa titjhere. Ka hara bukantswe o tla fumana ditlhaloso le ditshwantsho tsa pokello ya mantswe a thuto. E hlophisitswe  
ka tatellano ta alfabete ho latela mantswe a Senyesemane. 

Tlotlontswe ya thuto ke tlotlontswe ya bohlokwa ya mmetse e sebediswang thutong. Ka kopo, sheba mantswe a thuto e le karolo ya 
boitokisetso ba hao ba thuto. Mantswe ana a bohlokwa kaha e le puo ya mmetse eo moithuti ka mong a lokelang ho ithuta yona le ho e 
utlwisisa, e le ho haha motheo o tiileng le kutlwisiso ya thuto ena. Ho bohlokwa ho hlalosetsa baithuti ba hao mantswe ana, le ho kgothalletsa 
baithuti ho a sebedisa le bona. 

Hape o lokela ho sebedisa dipuo tse fetang e le nngwe ho hlalosa mantswe ha ho hlokahala – bukantswe e tla o thusa ho etsa sena. 
Matitjhere a mangata a mmetse a Afrika Borwa a se a ntse a fetoha ho tloha ho puo ho ya ho e nngwe ha a bua ho thusa baithuti ba bona 
ho utlwisisa mehopolo le mantswe a mmetse. Sena se bolela hore ba bua ka dipuo tse pedi kapa ho feta ha ba hlalosa mmetse. Dipatlisiso 
di bontshitse hore mokgwa ona ke wa bohlokwa haholo o thusang baithuti ho utlwisisa. Ho bua ka dipuo tse ngata ho dumella matitjhere 
le baithuti ho sebedisa bokgoni bohle ba bona ba puo ho ithuta, ho fapana le ho lekanyetswa ke puo e le nngwe feela. Tlwaelo ena e se e 
sebediswa matjhabeng, hape e bitswa ‘translanguaging’.

Haeba o na le baithuti ka tlelaseng ya hao ba so kang ba phutholoha ho LoLT (Puo ya ho Ruta le ho Ithuta), leka ho hlalosa 
lentswe ka puo eo ba e utlwisisang. O ka boela oa sebedisa boitshisinyo ba mmele kapa ditshwantsho ho o thusa ho hlalosa 
mohopolo. Leano le leng ke ho dumella baithuti ba buang puo e le nngwe ho buisana ka taba eo ka puo ya habo bona, mme 
ba hlalosetsane.

Karolo ya 4 ya CAPS (Tlhahlobo) e tjhaelletse monwana tshebediso ya dipuo tse fetang bonngwe 
ho bua ka mmetse.
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Maths word Explanation/diagram Lentswe la mmetse Dayakeramo/tlhaloso

100 square A chart that has numbers written in ten 
rows of 1s, from 1–100. 

sekwere sa 100 Tjhate e nang le dipalo tse ngotsweng 
ka mela e leshome ho tloha ho 1-100. 

1 000 square A chart that has numbers written in ten 
rows of 10s, from 10–1 000.

sekwere sa 1 000 Tjhate e nang le dipalo tse ngotsweng 
ka mela e leshome ho tloha ho  
10–1 000.

Aa
above (position) In a higher place than.

e.g. The bird is higher than the dog. 
hodimo Ke sebaka se hodimo ho feta.

mohl. nonyana e hodimo ho feta ntja.

absolute value The magnitude of a real number without regard to its sign.  
It means how far a number is from zero. 
e.g. The numbers –2 and 2 both have an absolute value of 2. 
They are both a distance of 2 from zero on a number line.

0 1 2 3 4 5–5 –4 –3 –2 –1

boleng bo feletseng Boholo ba palo ya sebele ho sa tsotellehe letshwao la yona.  
E bolela hore na palo e hole hakae le noto. 
mohl. Dipalo – 2 le 2 ka bobedi di na le boleng bo feletseng ba 2. 
Ka bobedi ke sebaka sa 2 ho tloha ho noto moleng wa dipalo.

0 1 2 3 4 5–5 –4 –3 –2 –1
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Maths word Explanation/diagram Lentswe la mmetse Dayakeramo/tlhaloso

across Go from one side to another.
e.g. You walk across the road. You can draw a line across  
your page.

nnqa e nngwe Ho tloha lehlakoreng le leng ho ya ho le leng.
mohl. O tsamaya o parola mmila. O ka taka mola ho parola 
leqephe la hao.

add To join two or more numbers together to find the total amount.
e.g. 3 + 2 + 1 = 6

kopanya Ho kopanya dipalo tse pedi kapa ho feta.
mohl. 3 + 2 + 1 = 6

add hundreds To add groups of 100 starting from any given number. kopanya makgolo Ho kopanya dihlopha tsa 100 o qala palong e fanweng.

add tens To add groups of 10 starting from any given number. kopanya mashome Ho kopanya dihlopha tsa 10 o qala palong e fanweng.

addition The operation that involves calculating the sum of two or more 
numbers.
e.g. 4 + 3 + 2 + 5 = 14

ho kopanya Ke mosebetsi o kenyeletsang ho kopanya dipalo tse pedi kapa 
ho feta. 
mohl. 4 + 3 + 2 + 5 = 14

addition doubles Adding two numbers that are the same.
e.g. 5 + 5 = 10; 8 + 8 = 16

ho kopanya 
dipalopedi

Ho kopanya dipalo tse pedi tse tshwanang.
mohl. 5 + 5 = 10; 8 + 8 = 16

addition facts The basic sums of single-digit numbers. dinnete tsa dipalo Dipalo tsa mantlha tsa dipalo tsa nomoro e le nngwe.

after (a number) The number that comes next.
e.g. 5 comes after 4 if you are counting up.

kamora (palo) Palo e tlang haufi le phethene.
mohl. 5 e tla kamorao ho 5 ha o balla ho ya hodimo.

after (time) A time/event that comes later than another time.
e.g. You go home after the school day is finished.

kamora (nako) Nako/ketsahalo e tlang kamora nako e nngwe.
mohl. O kgutlela hae kamora hore letsatsi la sekolo le fele.

afternoon The time between noon and evening. Noon is another word  
for midday and it is when the time is 12 o’clock in the middle of 
the day.

motshehare wa 
mantsiboya 

Nako pakeng tsa motshehare le bosiu. Hara mpa ya 
motshehare ke lentswe le leng bakeng sa motshehare mme ke 
ha nako e le hora ya 12 hara motshehare.

algebraic 
expression

An expression built up from constants (or numbers), variables 
(represented by alphabetic letters such as x and y), and 
the basic algebraic operations: addition (+), subtraction (–), 
multiplication (×), division (÷), whole number exponents, and 
roots.

polelo ya aljebra Polelo ya aljebra ke polelo e hahang ho tswa ho dipalo tse sa 
fetoheng (kapa dipalo), mefuta-futa (e emelwang ke ditlhaku 
tsa alfabete, mohlala x le y), le tshebetso ya motheo ya 
aljebra: ho kopanya (+), ho tlosa (–), ho atisa (×), ho arola (÷), 
dieksponente tsa palo yohle, le metso.

algebraic 
thinking

A problem-solving approach that involves using variables, 
symbols, and mathematical operations to solve equations and 
manipulate expressions.

ho nahana ka aljebra  Mokgwa wa ho rarolla mathata o kenyeletsang ho sebedisa 
diphetoho, matshwao, le tshebetso ya dipalo ho rarolla dipalo le 
ho laola dipolelwana.



3

Maths word Explanation/diagram Lentswe la mmetse Dayakeramo/tlhaloso

algorithm A method of calculation which is shown using numeric and 
symbolic working.
e.g. A horizontal algorithm involves writing the working across 
the page. A vertical algorithm involves writing things in columns 
of hundreds, tens and units.

algorithm Mokgwa wa ho bala o bontshwang ka ho sebetsa ka dipalo le 
ka matshwao.
mohl. Algorithm e otlolohileng e kenyelletsa ho ngola mosebetsi 
leqepheng lohle. Algorithm e emeng e kenyelletsa ho ngola 
dintho ka dikholomo tsa makgolo, mashome le diyuniti.

altogether Take everything together.
e.g. If you have 3 flowers in one hand 
and 2 flowers in the other hand, you 
have 5 flowers altogether.

kaofela Nka dintho tsohle mmoho.
mohl. Ha o na le dipalesa tse 3 ka 
letsohong le tse pedi letsohong le leng,  
o na le kaofela dipalesa tse 5.

am/pm am – times in the morning from midnight until noon. 
pm – times in the afternoon after 12 o’clock (noon) and up  
to midnight.

hoseng/thapama Dinako tsa hoseng ho tloha hara mpa ya bosiu ka kgitla ho 
fihlela hara mpa ya motshehare – dinako ho tloha kamora hora 
ya 12 hara mpa ya motshehare ho ya fihla ka kgitla hara mpa 
ya bosiu. 

amongst/
between

When you share things between more than two people or 
groups you say ‘share amongst’.
e.g. I share 40 sweets amongst my class of 40 learners.

hara/dipakeng Ha o aba dintho pakeng tsa batho ba babedi kapa dihlopha o re 
‘aba/pakeng tsa/abela’.
mohl. Ke aba dipompong tse 40 pakeng tsa baithuti ba 40 ba ka 
phaposing ya ka/ke abela baithuti ba 40 ba ka phaposing ya ka 
dimpompong tse 40. 

amount ‘How much’ of something. Similar to number.
e.g. I have an amount of money but I have a number of eggs  
in my basket.

bongata Bongata ke ntho e tshwantshiwang le palo.
mohl. Ke na le tjhelete e kana empa ke na le mahae a makana 
ka baseketeng.

analogue clock/
analogue time

A clock with the numbers 1 to 12 around 
the face and a rotating short hand 
to show the hours, and long hands to 
show the minutes and seconds.
e.g. The analogue time here is  
8 o’clock.

12
1

2

3

4
567

8

9

10
11

tekanyo ya 
tshupanako/tekanyo 
nako

Tleloko ka dipalo 1 ho ya ho 12 
tshupanakong le letsoho le lenyane 
le potolohang ho bontsha dihora, 
le matsoho a malelele a bontshang 
metsotso le metsotswana.
mohl. Nako ya analoko e kahodimo ho 
hora ya 8.

12
1

2

3

4
567

8
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Maths word Explanation/diagram Lentswe la mmetse Dayakeramo/tlhaloso

analogue scale A measuring scale that has a face 
which is marked so that you can read  
a measurement.
e.g. This is a scale used to measure 
mass in kilograms. kg

sekala sa analoko Sekala sa tekanyo se nang le sefahleho 
se nang le dipalo tseo o ka di balang ho 
fumana boima.
mohl. Sena ke sekala se sebedisetswang 
ho fumana boima ka dikhilokeramo. kg

analyse To study carefully and think about what something means.  
In data handling learners have to analyse the data collected – 
they need to work out what it can tell them.

manolla Ho ithuta ka hloko le ho nahana ke se bolelwang ke ho hong. 
Pokellong ya datha baithuti ba lokela ho manolla datha e 
bokeletsweng.

analyse (data) To look at something closely to find a pattern or meaning in it. manolla (datha) Ho shebela dintho haufi o kgone ho fumana phethene ya tsona 
kapa moelelo wa ho hong.

anti-clockwise The opposite direction to how 
the hands on an analogue 
clock move.

kgahlanong  
le motsamao  
wa watjhe

Tsela e fapaneng le tsela  
eo matsoho a watjheng  
ya analoko a tsamayang  
ka yona.

apparatus Things that you use when you do practical work.
e.g. The apparatus used when you do a capacity activity could 
be a jug and some measuring cylinders.

dithusathuto Dintho tseo o di sebedisang ha o etsa mosebetsi o etswang ka 
matsoho.
mohl. Dithusathuto tseo o di sebedisang ha o etsa mosebetsi 
wa bokgoni e ka ba jeke, le dintho tsa ho lekanya tse kang 
disilindara.

appropriate 
symbols

The symbols that are correct for the given question.
e.g. If the question says ‘add 23 to 45’, the appropriate symbol is 
an addition symbol ‘+’.

matshwao a 
tshwanetseng

Matshwao ao eleng a tshwanetseng potso e fanweng.
mohl. Ebang potso e re ‘kopanya 23 le 45’ letshwao le 
tshwanetseng ke letshwao la ho kopanya ‘+’.

approximate Estimate an amount or total usually by rounding off numbers. tekanyo Ho lekanya palo kapa kakaretso hangata ka ho atametsa 
dipalo.

area The amount of surface enclosed by the perimeter of a 2-D 
shape. The surface area of a 3-D object is the amount of surface 
that covers the object.

sebaka Boholo ba bokahodimo bo kentsweng ke pherimithara ya 
sebopeho sa 2-D. Sebaka sa bokahodimo ba ntho ya 3-D ke 
boholo ba bokahodimo bo kwahelang ntho.

arithmetic Area of mathematics, including addition, subtraction, decimals 
and fractions.

aretmethiki Sebaka sa mmetse, se kenyelletsang ho kopanya, ho tlosa, 
dipalo tsa desimale le difrakshene.



5

Maths word Explanation/diagram Lentswe la mmetse Dayakeramo/tlhaloso

array A set of objects or numbers that are 
arranged in an order, often in rows and 
columns in a grid.

letoto Sete ya dintho kapa dipalo tse 
hlophisitsweng ka ho latellana, hangata 
ka mela kapa ka dikholomo kiriting.

ascending order Arranged from smallest to largest.
e.g. 2, 4, 6, 8, 10

tatelano e yang 
hodimo

E hlophisitswe ho tloha ho e nyane ho isa ho e kgolo.
mohl. 2, 4, 6, 8, 10

axes/axis The axes (axis – singular) of 
a graph are the vertical and 
horizontal lines which create 
a point of reference for the 
graph.
e.g. The horizontal axis of 
this graph shows the colours 
of cars and the vertical axis 
shows how many of each type 
were counted in a survey.
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melahare/molahare Melahare (molahare – 
bonngwe) ya kerafo ke mela e 
otlolohileng le e tshekaletseng 
e hlahisang ntlha ya ditshupiso 
bakeng sa kerafo.
mohl. Molahare o tshekaletseng 
wa kerafo ena o bontsha 
mebala ya makoloi le molahare 
o otlolohileng o bontshang hore 
na ke tse kae tsa mofuta o 
mong le o mong tse baduweng 
phuputsong.
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Bb
back The part which is behind or at the end.

e.g. Here you can see the front and the 
back of a car. Also, if ten people are 
in a line, the last one is the one at the 
back.

kamorao Karolo e kamorao kapa e qetellong.
mohl. Mona o ka bona karolo e ka pele 
le e ka morao ya koloi. Hape, haeba 
batho ba leshome ba le moleng, wa ho 
qetela ke ya ka morao.

backwards In the reverse of the usual way.
e.g. When you count backwards the numbers get smaller:  
10, 9, 8, 7, …

morao Ho etsa se sa tlwaelehang.
mohl. Ha o balla morao dipalo di ba nyane: 10, 9, 8, 7, ...
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Maths word Explanation/diagram Lentswe la mmetse Dayakeramo/tlhaloso

balance Having the same mass on either side. 
When there is the same mass on either 
side, the scale is said to balance.

tekano Ho ba le boima bo lekanang 
mahlakoreng a mabedi.

balance scale A scale which is used to measure mass. sekala sa tekano Sekala se sebedisetswang ho lekanya 
boima. Ha ho na le boima bo lekanang 
mahlakoreng ohle, hothwe sekala se 
tsitsitse.

ball shapes 
(spheres)

A three-dimensional (3-D) 
object that is perfectly round.

dibopeho tsa bolo 
(tjhitja)

Sebopeho se mahlakore a 3 se 
setjhitjha hantle.

bar graph A graph which shows the 
number of things using bars.
e.g. This bar graph shows car 
colours from a survey.
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kerafo ya bara Kerafo e bontshang dipalo tsa 
dintho o sebedisa dibara.
mohl. Kerafo ena ya bara e 
bontsha mebala ya dikoloi ho 
tloha ho phuputso.
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base ten The base of a number system that involves grouping in tens.
e.g. Our number system uses a base of ten. There are ten units  
in one ten, ten tens in one hundred, and so on.

motheo wa leshome Motheo wa tsamaiso ya dipalo o kenyeletsang ho beha ka 
dihlopha tsa mashome.
mohl. Tsamaiso ya rona ya dipalo e sebedisa motheo wa 
leshome. Ho na le diyuniti tse leshome ho leshome le le leng, 
mashome a leshome ho lekgolo jwalo-jwalo.

bathroom scale A scale that is used to measure mass.  
It is put on the ground and you stand 
on it and then you can read your mass.

sekala sa phaposi ya 
ho hlapela

Sekala se sebedisetswang ho lekala 
boima. Se behwa fatshe mme o lokela 
ho ema hodima sona mme o bale 
boima ba hao.
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Maths word Explanation/diagram Lentswe la mmetse Dayakeramo/tlhaloso

before (position) A number that is in front of another number, in the counting 
sequence.
e.g. 5 comes before 6.

pele (boemo) Palo e tlang ka pele ho palo e nngwe, ka tatelano ya dipalo.
mohl. 5 e tla pele ho 6.

before (time) A time/event that comes earlier than another time.
e.g. You eat breakfast before you come to school.

pele (nako) Nako/ketsahalo e tlang pele ho nako e nngwe.
mohl. O ja dijo tsa hoseng pele o ya sekolong.

behind (position) At the back.
e.g. The car is behind the tree.

kamora (boemo) Ka morao.
mohl. Koloi e kamora sefate.

below (position) Beneath, or in a lower place than.
e.g. The dog is below the bird.

ka tlase ho (boemo) Tlase, kapa sebakeng se tlase ho feta.
mohl. Ntja e ka tlase ho nonyana.

between/
in between 
(position)

A number or numbers in the middle of 
two numbers.
e.g. 4 and 5 are between 3 and 6.

An object can also be between two 
other objects.
e.g. The ball is between the box and  
the broom.

3 4 5 6

pakeng/dipakeng 
tsa (boemo)

Palo kapa dipalo tse pakeng tsa dipalo 
tse pedi.
mohl. 4 le 5 di pakeng tsa 3 le 6.

Ntho e ka ba pakeng tsa dintho tse pedi.
mohl. Bolo e pakeng tsa lebokose le 
lefielo.

3 4 5 6
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Maths word Explanation/diagram Lentswe la mmetse Dayakeramo/tlhaloso

big, bigger, 
biggest 
(number)/
bigger than

When you order numbers, you might use words such as big, 
bigger and biggest.
e.g. 5 is bigger than 4. If you have the numbers 45, 46 and 47, 
then 47 is the biggest of those numbers.

kgolo, 
kgololwanyane, 
kgolo ka ho fetisisa 
(palo)/kgolo ho feta

Ha o hlopha dipalo o ka sebedisa mantswe a kang kgolo, 
kgololwanyane, kgolo ka ho fetisisa.
mohl. 5 e kgolo ho feta 4. Ha o na le dipalo 45, 46 le 47, 47 ke e 
kgolo ka ho fetisisa ho dipalo tseo.

big, bigger, 
biggest (shape)

Shapes come in different sizes and can 
be ordered according to their size.
e.g. Circle 1 is big, but circle 2 is bigger 
and circle 3 is the biggest.

3

2

1

kgolo, 
kgololwanyane, 
kgolo ka ho fetisisa 
(sebopeho)

Dibopeho di tla ka mekgwa e fapaneng 
ebile di ka hlophuwa ho ya ka boholo.
mohl. Sedikadikwe 1 se seholo, empa 
sedikadikwe 2 se seholwanyane ha 
sedikadikwe 3 se le seholo ka ho fetisisa.

3

2

1

biggest 
(number)

When we write numbers in order, we will write them from the 
smallest to the biggest or from the biggest to the smallest.
e.g. 32, 33, 34, 35 is written from the smallest to the biggest.

kgolo ka ho fetisisa 
(palo)

Ha re ngola dipalo ka tatellano re tla di ngola ho tloha ho  
e nyane ho ya ho e kgolo kapa ho tloha ho e kgolo ho ya ho  
e nyane.
mohl. 32, 33, 34, 35 e ngolwa ho tloha ho e nyane ho ya ho  
e kgolo.

billion A thousand million or 1 000 000 000 bilione Milione tse sekete. 1 000 000 000

birthday The day you were born.
e.g. 15 February 2006

letsatsi la tswalo Letsatsi leo o hlahileng ka lona.
mohl. La 15 Pherekgong 2006

bottom The lowest or deepest part of anything.
e.g. The thick book is at the bottom of 
the pile.

ka tlase Ntho e tlase kapa e botebong ba ho 
hong.
mohl. Buka e tenya e ka tlase pokellong 
ena.

box shapes 
(prisms)

A solid object that has six faces. dibopeho tsa 
mabokose

Ntho e thata ya sebopeho sa lebokose e 
na le mahlakore a tshwanang a tshelela.
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breadth The distance across or from side to 
side. It is sometimes called the width.

bophara Bohole ba ho pharalla kapa 
ho tloha ka nqane ho ya ka 
nqane. Ka dinako tse ding ho 
bitswa ho pharalla.

break down/
breaking down

Breaking down numbers is done when a number is broken down 
to two smaller numbers.
e.g. 5 = 4 + 1 or 5 = 3 + 2

5 6 7 8 9 100 1 2 3 4

5

4

1

3 + 2

arola/ho arola Ho arola dipalo ho etswa ha palo e arolwa ho etsa dipalo tse 
pedi tse nyane.
mohl. 4 + 1 kapa 5 = 3 + 2

5 6 7 8 9 100 1 2 3 4

5

4

1

3 + 2

bridging 
through ten

When adding units together and the answer is bigger than ten.
e.g. 8 + 7 = 15

ho fetela ka nqane 
ho 10

Ha o kopanya diyuniti mme karabo e ba kgolwanyane ho 
leshome.
mohl. 8 + 7 = 15

build up/ 
building up

Building up numbers is when numbers are put together to make 
other bigger numbers.

5 6 7 8 9 100 1 2 3 4

5

4

1

aha/ho aha Ho aha dipalo ke ha dipalo di kopangwa mmoho ho etsa hore 
dipalo tse ding di be kgolo.

5 6 7 8 9 100 1 2 3 4

5

4

1
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bundle A group of things put together. They 
could be tied up (for example with 
string).
e.g. There is one bundle of 10 sticks and 
6 loose sticks that are not bundled.

ngatana Sehlopha sa dintho tse kopantsweng. E 
ka ba tse tlanngweng (mohlomong ka 
kgwele). 
mohl. Setshwantshong o ka bona 
ngatana/sehlopha sa dithupa tse 
10 le dithupa tse tsheletseng tse sa 
tlangwang. 

buy Hand over money to pay for goods. reka O ntsha tjhelete ho patalla dintho.

Cc
calculate Find the answer. Work out the solution. kopanya Fumana karabo. Fumana tharollo.

calculation Mathematical working with numbers. ho bala Ho sebetsa ka dipalo mmetseng.

calculation 
strategies

Mathematical working can be done in different ways – these are 
called strategies.
e.g. To add numbers together you could calculate the answer 
by counting all the numbers, using doubling, writing out the 
numbers in columns and adding the tens and units, etc.

mawa a ho bala Ho bala mmetseng ho ka sebediswa ka mekgwa e fapaneng –  
e bitswang mawa.
mohl. Ho kopanya dipalo mmoho o ka fumana karabo ka ho 
bala dipalo kaofela, o sebedisa ho pheta palo habedi, ho ngola 
dipalo dikholomong le ho kopanya mashome le diyuniti jj.

calculator A device that performs mathematical functions. khalkhuleita Sesebediswa se etsang ditshebetso tsa metse.

calendar A table showing the year broken up into months, weeks and 
days.

khalendara Tafole a bontshang selemo se arotswe ka dikgwedi, dibeke le 
matsatsi.

calibrated Marked so that correct values can be 
determined.
e.g. The measuring scale is calibrated 
in kilograms and grams.

0 1
2
3

456
7

8
9

lekanyeditswe E tshwauwe hore re tsebe ho lekanyetsa 
dikarabo.
mohl. Sekala sa tekanyo se 
lekanyeditswe ka dikilogramo le 
digramo.

0 1
2
3

456
7

8
9

calibration lines A scale is marked with little lines that 
are called calibrations.
e.g. The bathroom scale has 
calibrations in kilograms.

mometho wa 
matshwao a mela 

Sekala se tshwailweng ka mela e 
menyane. 
mohl. Sekala sena sa phaposing ya 
ho hlapela se na le tekanyetso ka 
kilogramo.
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capacity The amount a container can hold when 
it is full.
e.g. This container is filled to its 
capacity.

mothamo Se ka tshelwang ka hara setshelo hore 
se tlale.
mohl. Setshelo sena se tletse tswete.

categories 
(data)

To arrange data you use categories. The categories give some  
of the different types into which the data can be sorted.
e.g. Cars come in different colours. You can group cars by their 
colour, then the car colours form categories, such as red, green, 
white and blue.

dihlopha (datha) Ho hlophisa datha ho ya ka kamoo dintho di leng kateng. 
Dihlopha tsena di ka fana ka mefuta e fapaneng ya mebala.
mohl. O ka hlopha dikoloi ho ya ka mebala, mme mebala eo e 
etsa dihlopha, jwalo ka bokgubedu, botala, bosweu le boputswa.

centimetre A metric unit used to measure length. A ruler is usually marked  
in centimetres (cm). 100 cm = 1 metre (m)

sentimithara Yuniti e sebediswang ho lekanya bolelele. Hangata rulara e 
tshwailwe ka disentimithara (cm). 100 cm = 1 mithara (m)

cents (and 
rands)

Money values used in South 
Africa.

disente (le diranta) Tjhelete e sebediswang Afrika 
Borwa.

century 100 years. lekgolo la dilemo Dilemo tse 100.

change (money) When you pay for something and you give more money than is 
needed, you get some money back. This money you get back is 
called change.
e.g. You give a shopkeeper R10,00 to pay for a pen that costs 
R2,50. The shopkeeper will give you R7,50 change.

tjhentjhe (tjhelete) Ha o lefella ntho mme o lefa ka tjhelete e ka hodimo ho e 
hlokwang, o buseletswa tjhelete e nngwe. Tjhelete ena eo o e 
nehwang ho thwe ke tjhentjhe.
mohl. O fa monga lebenkele R10,00 ho lefella pene e bitsang 
R2,50. Monga lebenkele o tla o fa tjhentjhe ya R7,50.

check 
(calculation)

When you redo a calculation using the same or a different 
method, you check it to see if it is correct.

lekola (dipalo) Ha o etsa tshebetso hape o sebedisa mokgwa o le mong kapa o 
fapaneng, o lekola ho bona hore e nepahetse.
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circle A two-dimensional (2-D) shape that is 
perfectly round.

sedikadikwe Sebopeho sa 2-D se tjhitja ka ho 
phethahala.

clockface The front of a clock which you read 
when you tell the time.
e.g. This is an analogue clockface.

12
1

2

3

4
567

8

9

10
11

sefahleho sa tleloko Bokapele ba tleloko boo o bo balang ha 
o fana ka nako.
mohl. Tleloko ena ke ya sefahleho sa 
analoko (sa dinomoro).

12
1

2

3

4
567

8

9

10
11

clockwise Same direction to how the 
hands on an analogue clock 
move.

motsamao wa 
watjhe

Tsela e tshwanang ya hore 
matsoho a watjheng ya 
analoko a tsamaye jwang.

coins and notes The money that we use to pay 
for goods or services comes in 
coins and notes.

dikhoine le tjhelete 
ya pampiri

Tjhelete eo re e sebedisang 
ho lefella thepa kapa 
ditshebeletso e tla ka dikhoine 
le tjhelete ya pampiri.

collect Put things together.
e.g. I collect the cups after the party. I collect 5c coins to give  
to charity.

bokella Ho beha dintho mmoho.
mohl. Ke bokella dikopi ka mora mokete. Ke bokella 5c ho neha 
batho ba hlophehileng.

collection A group of things that have been put together.
e.g. I have a collection of marbles.

pokello Sehlopha sa dintho tse kopantsweng.
mohl. Ke na le pokello ya mapei.

colour (red, 
blue, green, 
yellow)

The shade of things that we see. 
Red – e.g. Blood is red.
Blue – e.g. The sky is blue on a sunny day.
Green – e.g. Fresh grass and the leaves of trees are green. 
Yellow – e.g. Butter is yellow; ripe lemons are yellow.

mmala (kgubedu, 
putswa, tala, tshehla)

Mebala ya dintho tseo re di bonang.
Kgubedu – mohl. Madi a mafubedu.
Putswa – mohl. Maru a maputswa ha letsatsi le tjhabile.
Tala – mohl. Jwang le mahlaku a difate a matala.
Tshehla – mohl. Botoro e tshehla, lamunu e butswitseng e 
tshehla.
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columns  
(and rows)

A set of objects or numbers can be 
arranged in order, often in rows and 
columns in a grid/array. The rows go 
across from left to right in the grid.  
The columns go from top to bottom  
in the grid.
e.g. The first row has the numbers 1, 2, 
3, 4 in it. The second column has the 
numbers 2, 4, 6 in it.

kholomo (le mela) Dintho kapa dipalo di ka behwa ka 
tatellano, kgafetsa ka mela kapa 
dikholomo kiriting/letotong. Mela e 
tsamaya ho tloha ka letsohong le 
letshehadi ho ya letsohong le letona. Ha 
dikholomo di tloha hodimo ho ya tlase. 
mohl. Mola wa pele o na le dipalo 1, 2, 
3, 4 ho ona. Kholomo ya bobedi e na le 
dipalo 2, 4, 6 ho yona.

combination Things that are put together to make something.
e.g. The combination of 10 and 5 makes the number 15.

kopano Dintho tse behwang mmoho ho etsa ho itseng.
mohl. Ho kopanngwa ha 10 le 5 ho etsa palo 15.

combine Put things together. kopanya Ho beha dintho mmoho.

compare To look for similarities or differences.
e.g. You can compare the sizes of numbers.  
4 is smaller than 5.
96 is bigger than 92.
85 is equal to 85.
9 is greater than 4. 
4 is less than 9.
10 is the same as 2 × 5.
You can also compare the sizes of shapes.  
See big/bigger etc.

papiso Ho sheba ditshwano le diphapano.
mohl. O ka bapisa boholo ba dipalo.
4 e nyane ho 5.
96 e kgolo ho 92.
85 e lekana le 85.
9 e feta 4.
4 e nyane ho 9.
10 e tshwana le 2 × 5.
O ka boela oa bapisa boholo ba dibopeho.
Bona kgolo/kgolo ka ho fetisisa j.j

compass 
directions

The compass directions North, South, 
East and West are used when you need 
to find position and direction.

N

E

S

W

ditshupiso tsa 
khampase

Ditshupiso tsa khampase Leboya, 
Borwa, Botjhabela, Bophirima di 
sebediswa ha o hloka ho fumana 
sebaka le lehlakore leo o le leng ka  
ho lona.

Bkn 

Btlh 

Bor 

Bop 

cone A geometric shape with a round base 
and a curved surface that tapers to  
a point.

khounu Sebopeho sa jeometri se nang le 
bokatlase bo sedikadikwe mme se 
fokotseha ho ya hodimo.
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congruent Identical in shape and size. ho tshwana Ho tshwana ho bolela sebopeho le 
boholo bo tshwanang.

consecutive 
numbers 

Numbers that follow each other in an unbroken order.
e.g. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, …

dipalo tse 
latellanang

Dipalo tse latellanang ka tatellano e sa tsitsang.
mohl. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, ...

container An object that can be used for holding 
things.

setshelo Ntho e ka sebedisetswang ho tshwara 
dintho.

convert To change.
e.g. You can convert a number from one form to another.
1
2 = 0,5

fetolela Ho fetolela.
mohl. O ka fetolela palo ho tloha boemong bo bong ho ya ho bo 
bong. 1

2 = 0,5

copy (a pattern) Something that looks exactly 
like another thing is a copy of 
that other thing.
e.g. This pattern is made by 
drawing 6 repeated copies 
of three circles – white, black, 
white.

kopitsa (phethene) Ntho e shebahalang e 
tshwana le e nngwe ka ho 
phethahala.
mohl. Phethene ena e entswe 
ka ho toroya dikopi tse 6 tse 
phetwang tsa didikadikwe tse 
tharo – tshweu, ntsho, tshweu.

cost The amount you have to pay for things you want to buy.
e.g. If one chocolate costs R5,00 then two chocolates will cost 
R10,00.

ditjeo Tjhelete eo o lokelang ho e lefella dintho tseo o batlang ho di 
reka.
mohl. Haeba tjhokolete e le nngwe e bitsa R5,00, ditjhokolete tse 
pedi di tla bitsa R10,00. 

count Say numbers in the correct numerical order. bala Bolela dipalo ka tatelano ya tsona ya dinomoro.

counting back Counting down (backwards) from a given number. To subtract 
you can count back from the bigger number to the smaller 
number.
e.g. 18 – 5 = 13. Count back: 18 ... 17, 16, 15, 14, 13

15 16 17 18 19 2011 12 13 14

ho balla morao Ho balla morao ho hlalosa ho balla tlase (morao) ho tloha 
palong e itseng. Ho tlosa o ka bala ho tloha palong e kgolo ho 
ya palong e nyane. 
mohl. 18 – 5 = 13. Balla morao: 18 … 17, 16, 15, 14, 13

15 16 17 18 19 2011 12 13 14
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counting in 10s, 
50s and 100s

When you count in groups from a given number.
e.g. Count in 10s from 15: 15, 25, 35, 45, 55, 65
Count in 50s to 200: 50, 100, 150, 200

ho bala ka di 10, 50, 
100

Ha o bala ka dihlopha ho tloha palong e itseng.
mohl. Bala ka di 10 ho tloha ho 15: 15, 25, 35, 45, 55, 65
Bala ka di 50 ho ya ho 200: 50, 100, 150, 200

counting on Counting forwards from a given number. To add you can count 
on. Usually you count on from the bigger number.
e.g. 13 + 2 = 15. Count on: 13, 14, 15

15 16 17 18 19 2011 12 13 14

bala/balla pele Ho balla pele ho hlalosa ho balla pele ho tloha palong e itseng. 
Ho kopanya o ka bala ho ya pele. Hangata o bala ho tloha 
palong e kgolo.
mohl. 13 + 2 = 15. Tswela pele ho bala: 13, 14, 15

15 16 17 18 19 2011 12 13 14

cube A figure shaped like a box with 6 flat 
square faces that are the same size.

khiubu Sebopeho se bopehileng jwalo ka 
lebokose le nang le difahleho tse 6 tsa 
dikwere tse sephara tse lekanang ka 
boholo.

cube number To calculate a cube number, multiply a number by itself and 
then by itself again.
e.g. 5³ means 5 × 5 × 5 = 125. Therefore, 125 is a cube number or 
we could say 5 cubed is 125.

palo ya khiubu Ho sebetsa palo ya khiubu, o atisa palo ka boyona ebe ka 
boyona hape. 
mohl. 5³ e bolela 5 × 5 × 5 = 125. Ka hona, 125 ke palo ya khiubu. 
Kapa o ka re khiubu ya 5 ke 125.

cube root The cube root is the reverse of the cube of a number and is 
denoted by √

___3 .

e.g. √
___3
216 is the cube root of 216 = 6, because when 6 is 

multiplied by itself and then by itself again (6 × 6 × 6),  
it gives 216.

motso wa khiubu Motso wa khiubu ke mokokotlo wa khiubu ya palo mme o 
hlaloswa ka √

___3 .

mohl. √
___3
216 ke hore motso wa khiubu wa 216 = 6, hobane  

ha 6 e atiswa ka boyona ebe ka boyona hape (6 × 6 × 6), e fana 
ka 216.

currency Another word for money. kharensi Lentswe le leng mabapi le tjhelete.

curved (round) 
sides/edges

A side that is not straight.
e.g. A circle has a curved edge.

mahlakore/dintlha 
tse kobehileng 
(tjhitja)

Lehlakore le sa otlolohang.
mohl. Sedikadikwe se na le ntlha e 
kobehileng.

curved  
(see round)

Curves are not straight. otloloha (sheba 
tjhitja)

Methinya ha e a otloloha.
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curved surface A curved surface is rounded. A shape can roll on a curved 
surface. See roll/slide.

bokahodimo bo 
kobehileng

Bokahodimo bo kobehileng bo a potoloha. Sebopeho se ka 
theteha bokahodimong bona bo kobehileng. Sheba theteha/
thella.

cylinder A figure that is shaped like a can.  
It has two flat circular faces (sides)  
and one curved surface.

silindara Sebopeho se shebehang jwalo ka 
lekotikoti. Se na le difahleho tse pedi tse 
bataletseng tse tjhitja (mahlakore) le 
bokahodimo bo kobehileng. 

Dd
data A collection of facts, such as values or measurements.

e.g. Information about the heights of the learners in your class, 
the numbers of different coloured cars in the school yard, and  
so on.

datha Pokello ya dintlha, jwalo ka boleng kapa ditekanyo.
mohl. Tlhahisoleseding mabapi le bolelele ba baithuti ba ka 
tlelaseng ya hao, dipalo tsa mebala e fapaneng ya dikoloi ka 
jareteng ya sekolo, jwalo jwalo.

day/week A period of time that is 24 hours long. There are 7 days in a 
week. See days of the week.

letsatsi/beke Nako e leng bolelele ba dihora tse 24. Matsatsi a 7 bekeng. 
Sheba letsatsi la beke.

days of the 
week

Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday.

matsatsi a beke Sontaha, Mantaha, Labobedi, Laboraro, Labone, Labohlano le 
Moqebelo.

decompose A technique that allows numbers to be split and recombined  
(put together) to make calculations easier.
e.g. 49 + 18

= 49 + 1 + 17 (decompose 18 into 17 + 1)
= 50 + 17
= 67

qhaqholla Mokgwa o sebediswang ho dumella hore dipalo di arolwe di 
boele di kopanngwe (di behwe mmoho) ho etsa hore dipalo di 
be bobebe.
mohl. 49 + 18

= 49 + 1 + 17 (qhaqholla 18 ebe 17 + 1)
= 50 + 17
= 67

decrease Make smaller or less. fokotsa Etsa e be nyane kapa e fokole.

demarcations The labels on a scale that you use to read a measurement.
e.g. This ruler has centimetre demarcations. It also has smaller 
demarcations which are called millimetres.

meedi Dileibole tse sekaleng tseo o di sebedisang ho bala tekanyo.
mohl. Rulara e na le meedi ya disentimithara. Hape e na le 
meedi e menyenyane e bitswang dimilimithara.



17

Maths word Explanation/diagram Lentswe la mmetse Dayakeramo/tlhaloso

denominator The bottom number in a fraction numeral which is written using 
symbols.
e.g. 34 (in this fraction 4 is the denominator).

searodi Palo e ka tlase ho palo ya frakshene e ngotsweng ho sebediswa 
matshwao.
mohl. 34 (fraksheneng ena 4 ke searodi).

descending 
order 

Arranged from largest to smallest.
e.g. 10, 8, 6, 4, 2

tatellano e theohang E hlophiswa ho tloha ho e kgolo ho isa ho e nyane. 
mohl. 10, 8, 6, 4, 2

describe  
(a pattern)

To tell or write about a pattern to explain how the pattern is 
made up.
e.g. 3, 5, 7, 9
This pattern is made by starting at 3 and then adding 2 every 
time to get to the next number in the pattern.

hlalosa (phethene) Ho bolela kapa ngola ka phethene ho hlalosa kamoo phethene e 
entsweng ka teng.
mohl. 3, 5, 7, 9
Phethene ena e etswa ka ho qala ho 3 ebe o eketsa 2 nako le 
nako ho fihla palong e latelang ya phethene.

diagrammatic 
form

Something which is given in a drawing form.
e.g. You can give fractions in diagrammatic form in circles or 
many other shapes. These are some different diagrammatic 
forms:

boemo ba 
dayakeramo

Ntho e fanwang ka boemo ba motako.
mohl. O ka fana ka difrakshene ka mokgwa wa dayakeramo ya 
didikadikwe kapa dibopeho tse ding. Ana ke maemo a fapaneng 
a dayakeramo:

difference 
(subtraction)

The answer found when subtracting two numbers.
e.g. The difference between 10 and 7 is 3.

phapang (ho tlosa) Karabo e fumanwang ha ho tloswa dipalo tse pedi.
mohl. Phapang dipakeng tsa 10 le 7 ke 3.

difference in 
time

The amount of time between two given times. phapang pakeng tsa 
nako

Nako ya nako pakeng tsa dinako tse pedi tse fanweng.

different Things that are not the same. fapane Dintho tse sa tshwaneng.

2-digit/3-digit A digit is a symbol used to show a number.
e.g. 25 is a 2-digit number. 356 is a 3-digit number.

palo ya dinomoro  
tse 2/dinomoro tse 3

Nomoro ke letshwao le sebediswang ho bontsha palo.
mohl. 25 ke palo ya dinomoro tse 2. 356 ke palo ya dinomoro  
tse 3.

digit A digit is a symbol that is used to represent the numbers 1–9  
and 0. The digits we use are 0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9.
e.g. 49 is made up of 2 digits, namely, 4 and 9.
205 is made up of 3 digits, namely, 2, 0 and 5.

dijiti Dijiti ke letshwao le sebediswang ho emela dipalo tsa 1–9 le 0. 
Didijiti tseo re di sebedisang ke 0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 le 9.
mohl. 49 e entswe ka diditjiti tse pedi, e leng 4 le 9.
205 e entswe ka diditjiti tse tharo, e leng 2, 0 le 5.
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digital clock A clock using numbers, not hands to 
tell the time.

03:30

watjhe ya dijithale Watjhe e sebedisang dipalo, e seng 
manaka ho bolela nako.

03:30

direction The line along which anything moves, points or lies.
e.g. When you write in your book, the direction in which you write 
is from left to right.

tshupiso Mola oo ntho e lebileng kapa e supileng ka teng.
mohl. Ha o ngola bukeng ya hao, o ngola ho tloha ka letsohong 
le letshehadi ho ya ka ho le letona. 

distance The length between two points. If you measure a distance you 
find out how far it is from one point to another.

sebaka Bolelele ba sebaka dipakeng tsa dintho tse pedi. Ha o lekanya 
sebaka o fumana bohole ba ho tloha ntlheng e nngwe ho ya ho 
e nngwe.

distributive 
property

When a number which is broken down is multiplied/divided by 
another number you must multiply/divide both parts of the 
broken down number. This is applying the distributive property.
e.g. (30 + 4) ÷ 3

= (30 ÷ 3) + (4 ÷ 3)
= 10 + 1 rem 1
= 11 rem 1

ntho e arolwang Ha palo e arolwang e atiswa/arolwa ka palo e nngwe o lokela 
ho atisa/arola dikarolo tsa dipalo ka bobedi tse arolwang.  
Ho etsa tjena ke ho sebedisa molawana wa distributhifi.
mohl. (30 + 4) ÷ 3

= (30 ÷ 3) + (4 ÷ 3)
= 10 + 1 ho sala 1
= 11 ho sala 1

divide/dividing/
division

The operation that involves sharing or grouping numbers.
e.g. 8 ÷ 2 = 4

arola/ho arola/
karolo

Mokgwa wa tshebetso o kenyeletsang ho arolelana kapa ho 
hlopha dipalo. 
mohl. 8 ÷ 2 = 4

domain The set of all x-values (or input values) is called the domain of  
a relation or function.

sebaka Sete ya boleng ba x kaofela (kapa boleng ba ho kenya) e bitswa 
sebaka sa kamano kapa tshebetso.

dot cards Cards that show the numbers 0–10 
using dots in a ten frame.

dikarete tsa 
matheba

Dikarete tse bontshang dipalo 0–10 
di sebedisa matheba foreiming ya 
leshome.
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double/doubles When a number is twice as much as another number it is called 
the double of the other number.
e.g. 14 is double 7.

bobedi Ha palo e le habedi ho feta re e bitsa bobedi ba palo e nngwe.
mohl. 14 ke 7 habedi.

doubling Multiplying by 2. ho pheta habedi Ho atisa ka 2.

down The opposite of up.
e.g. I put the cup down on the table. 
This arrow is pointing down.

tlase Phapang ya ho ya hodimo.
mohl. Ke behile kopi fatshe tafoleng. 
Motsu ona o shebile fatse.

dozen There are 12 items in a dozen.
e.g. 2 dozen eggs = 24 eggs.

tosene Ho na le dintho tse 12 toseneng.
mohl. Mahe a ditosene tse 2 = mahe a 24.

Ee
early Near to the beginning.

e.g. Early in the morning the birds like to sing.
hoseng Haufi le qalong.

mohl. Mesong, hoseng dinonyana di rata ho bina.

edge Where two faces of a solid figure meet. ntlha Moo difahleho tse 2 tsa setshwantsho 
se tiileng di kopanang teng.

eighth/eighths A fraction that is made by finding eight equal-sized parts of  
the whole.

borobedi Frakeshene e entsweng ka ho fumana dikarolo tse robedi tse 
lekanang tsa e felletseng.

empty Holding or containing nothing. letho E tshwereng kapa e se nang letho.
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enlargement To increase the size of a figure 
without changing its shape.

katoloso Ho eketsa boholo ba palo ntle 
le ho fetola sebopeho sa yona.

equal/equal to Having the same amount or value.
e.g. 10 = 10	 3 kg = 3 kg
3 + 4 = 7	 6 = 8 – 2

lekana/lekana le Ho ba le bongata bo lekanang kapa boleng.
mohl. 10 = 10	 3 kg = 3 kg
3 + 4 = 7	 6 = 8 – 2

equal sharing When you share by giving the same amount to each person.
e.g. Each child gets three sweets.

ho arola ka ho 
lekana

Ha o arolelana ka bongata bo lekanang ho motho ka mong.
mohl. Ngwana ka mong o fumana dipompong tse tharo.

equally In equal parts.
e.g. If you share 10 sweets equally between 2 friends, each 
should get 5 sweets.

ka ho lekana Ka dikarolo tse lekanang.
mohl. Haeba o arola dipompong tse 10 ka ho lekana dipakeng 
tsa metswalle e 2, e mong le e mong o lokela ho fumana 
dipompong tse 5.

equidistant The same distance apart.
e.g. The numbers 5 and 9 are equidistant from the number 7 
(they are both 2 away from 7).

sebaka se lekanang Sebaka se lekanang ka bolelele.
mohl. Dipalo 5 le 9 di lekana ka sebaka le palo ya 7 (di hole ka 2 
bobedi ho 7).

equivalent 
fractions

Equivalent fractions are fractions which have the same value.
e.g. One half is equivalent to two quarters.

difrakshene tse 
lekanang

Difrakshene tse lekanang ke difrakshene tse nang le boleng bo 
lekanang.
mohl. Halofo e le nngwe e lekana le dikotara tse pedi.

estimate An ‘educated guess’ not just a wild guess.
e.g. Rounded numbers are sometimes used as estimates in order 
to do an approximate or rough calculation.  
39 + 39 ≈ 40 + 40 = 80

kgakanyo Ho ‘lepa ho nahannweng’ eseng ho lepa feela.
mohl. Dipalo tse atameditsweng di sebediswa jwaloka 
dikgakanyo e le ho etsa palo e hakantsweng kapa e batlang  
e le yona.
39 + 39 ≈ 40 + 40 = 80

evening The end part of the day, towards the night. It starts at around 
sunset.

phirimana Pheletsong ya letsatsi, ho ya bosiu. E qala ha letsatsi le qeta ho 
dikela.

even numbers Numbers that are divisible by 2.
e.g. 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12 are the even numbers.

dipalo tse arolehang 
ka pedi

Dipalo tse arolehang ka pedi.
mohl. 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12 ke dipalo tse arolehang ka pedi.
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expanded 
notation

When you write out a number by breaking it down, you write it 
using expanded notation.
e.g. 197 in expanded notation is 100 + 90 + 7.

katoloso ya dipalo Ha o ngola palo ka ho e atolosa o sebedisa katoloso ya dipalo.
mohl. 197 ha e atoloswa ke 100 + 90 + 7.

explain When you say how something works. To make it clear (in detail) 
how something works. To make the meaning of something clear 
or understandable.

hlalosa Ha o bolela hore ntho e itseng e sebetsa jwang. Ho etsa hore e 
hlake (ka botlalo) kamoo ntho e sebetsang kateng. Ho etsa hore 
ntho e be le moelelo kapa e utlwahale. 

exponential 
expression

Has a base and an exponent.  
The number 5 in the expression 52 
is the base and the small 2 is the 
exponent. The exponent 2 indicates 
that the number of 5 is multiplied by 
itself twice.

52

polelo ya eksponente Polelo ya eksponente e na le motheo le 
eksponente.
Palo ya 5 polelong ya 52 ke motheo 
mme 2 e nyane ho ya hodimo ka ho 
le letona ho 52 e bitswa eksponente. 
Eksponente ya 2 e bontsha hore palo 
ya 5 e atiswa ka boyona habedi.

52

extend
(a pattern)

To add terms to a given pattern. To do this you need to find the 
rule for the pattern.
e.g. Extend the pattern by giving the next 3 terms in the pattern: 
4, 9, 14
Rule: Add 5 each time to get the next term.  
Extended pattern: 4, 9, 14, 19, 24, 29

atolosa (phethene) Ho kopanya dikotara ho diphethene tse teng. Ho etsa hona  
o tlameha ho fumana molao wa phethene.
mohl. Atolosa phethene ka ho fana ka dikotara tse 3 tse 
latelang: 4, 9, 14
Molao: Kopanya 5 ka nako tsohle ho fumana kotare e latelang. 
Phethene e atolositsweng: 4, 9, 14, 19, 24, 29

Ff
face The flat surface of a 3-D object.

e.g. You can see three of the faces of 
this prism (box shape).

lehlakore Lehlakore la sebopeho sa 3-D.
mohl. O bona mahlakore a mararo a 
prisimi ena (sebopeho sa lebokose). 

family fact A collection of related addition facts made from the same 
numbers.

dintlha tsa kamano Pokello ya dintlha tsa kamano tsa ho kopanya ho tswa dipalong 
tse tshwanang.

fast/faster Goes quickly.
e.g. The car goes fast. It goes faster than I can walk.

kapele/kapelenyana E tsamaya kapele.
mohl. Koloi e tsamaya kapele. E tsamaya kapele ho feta ho 
tsamaya ka maoto.

few Not many. A small number. tse fokolang Tse seng ngata. Tse fokolang ka palo.
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fewer than Less than, smaller in number. Use for counting objects.
e.g. There are fewer dogs than cats.

fokola ho feta Ka tlase ho, nyane ka palo. Sebedisa ho bala dintho.
mohl. Ho na le dintja tse fokolang ho feta dikatse.

fewest The smallest in number. fokola ka ho fetisisa Tse nyane ka ho fetisisa ka palo.

fifth/fifths A fraction that is made by finding five equal sized parts of the 
whole.

bohlano Frakshene e entsweng ka ho fumana dikarolo tse hlano tse 
lekanang nthong e feletseng.

finger width The width of your finger, used to measure length/thickness of 
something else.
e.g. This stem is about one finger width in thickness.

bophara ba 
monwana

Bophara ba monwana, bo sebediswa ho lekanya bolelele/ 
bophara ba ho hong.
mohl. Kutu e ka ba bophara ba monwana ka botenya.

first, second, 
third, fourth, etc.

Numbers that give a position in a sequence. See ordinal 
numbers.

pele, bobedi, boraro, 
bone, jj.

Dipalo tse fanang ka boemo ba tatellano. Sheba dipalo tsa 
odinale.

fives When things or objects come in groups of five.
e.g. We can count: 5, 10, 15 
We can say: 3 groups of 5 or 5 + 5 + 5 or 3 × 5.

bohlano Ha dintho di tla ka dihlopha tsa hlano.
mohl. Re ka bala: 5, 10, 15 
Re ka re: dihlopha tse 3 tsa 5 kapa 5 + 5 + 5 kapa 3 × 5.

flard cards Cards that are used to show 
numbers broken down 
according to place value.

dikarete tsa flard Dikarete tse sebedisetswang 
ho bontsha dipalo tse 
arotsweng ho latela tulo ya 
boleng.

flat Something which is not curved. A 3-D 
object can have flat sides (faces).
e.g. The faces (sides) of this cube are 
all flat.

bataletse Ntho eo eseng e kobehileng. Ntho ya 
sebopeho sa 3-D e ka ba le mahlakore a 
bataletseng (difahleho).
mohl. Difahleho (mahlakore) a khiubu 
ena kaofela a bataletse.



23

Maths word Explanation/diagram Lentswe la mmetse Dayakeramo/tlhaloso

flat surface A flat surface can rest on a table and not roll. A shape can slide 
on a flat surface. See slide/roll.

bokahodimo bo 
bataletseng

Bokahodimo bo bataletseng bo ka dula hodima tafole mme 
ba se thetehe. Sebopeho se ka thella bokahodimong bo 
bataletseng. Sheba thella/theteha.

foot length The length of your foot, used to 
measure length of something else.
e.g. Mark the number of foot lengths, 
from heel to toe.

bolelele ba leoto Bolelele ba leoto la hao, bo sebediswa 
ho lekanya bolelele ba ho hong.
mohl. Tshwaya bolelele ba leoto ho 
tloha seretheng ho ya monwaneng wa 
leoto.

formal unit An accepted standard unit used when you measure.
e.g. A kilogram is a formal unit for measuring mass and a metre 
is a formal unit for measuring length.

yuniti ya semmuso Yuniti e amohelehileng ka semmuso ha ho lekanngwa.
mohl. Kilogramo ke yuniti ya semmuso ya ho lekanya boima 
mme mithara ke yuniti ya semmuso ya ho lekanya bolelele. 

forwards Going towards the front.
e.g. When you count forwards the numbers get bigger.

pele Ho tsamaela ho ya pele.
mohl. Ha o balla pele palo e ya hola.

fours When things or objects come in groups of four.
e.g. We can count: 4, 8, 12, 16, 20 
We can say: 5 groups of 4 or 4 + 4 + 4 + 4 + 4 or 5 × 4.

bone Ha dintho di behwa ka dihlopha tsa bone.
mohl. Re ka bala: 4, 8, 12, 16, 20
Re ka re: dihlopha tse 5 tsa bo-4 kapa 4 + 4 + 4 + 4 + 4 kapa 5 × 4.

fraction circles Circles which have been divided up into 
fraction parts.
e.g. This circle has been divided into 
halves.

difrakshene tsa 
didikadikwe 

Didikadikwe tse arotsweng ka dikarolo 
tsa difrakshene.
mohl. Sedikadikwe sena se arotswe ka 
dihalofo.

fraction squares Squares which have been divided up 
into fraction parts.
e.g. This square has been divided into 
sixths.

difrakshene tsa 
dikwere

Dikwere tse arotsweng ka dikarolo tsa 
difrakshene.
mohl. Sekwere sena se arotswe ka 
dikarolo tsa botshelela.
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fraction strips Strips that have been drawn to 
illustrate fraction parts.
e.g. A fraction strip showing fifths.  
One fifth has been shaded.

metjeketla ya 
difrakshene

Metjeketla e torouweng ho bontsha 
dikarolo tsa difrakshene.
mohl. Motjeketla wa frakshene o 
bontshang dikarolo tsa bohlano. Nngwe 
bohlanong e ntshofaditswe.

fraction table A table that has been drawn to 
illustrate fraction parts.
e.g. A fraction table showing a whole, 
halves, quarters and fifths.

tafole ya difrakshene Tafole e torouweng ho bontsha dikarolo 
tsa difrakshene.
mohl. Tafole ya difrakshene e 
bontshang e feletseng, dihalofo, 
dikotara le dikarolo tsa bohlano.

fraction wall A combination of fraction strips, drawn 
together to show the relative sizes of 
fractions. It looks a bit like a wall made 
of bricks which are different sizes.
e.g. A fraction wall showing a whole, 
halves, thirds and quarters. From this 
fraction wall you can see that one third 
is greater than one quarter.

lebota la difrakshene Motswako wa metjeketlana wa 
difrakshene, tse torouweng hammoho 
ho bontsha boholo ba difrakshene. O 
batla o tshwana le lebota le entsweng 
ka ditene le boholo bo sa tshwaneng.
mohl. Lebota la frakshene le bontshang 
ntho e feletseng, dihalofo, dikarolo tsa 
boraro le dikotara. Ha o sheba leboteng 
la difrakshene o tla bona hore nngwe 
borarong e ka tlase ho kotara e le 
nngwe.

fractions Parts of a whole.
e.g. Half, third, quarter.

difrakshene Dikarolo tsa ntho e feletseng.
mohl. Halofo, karolo ya boraro, kotara.

frequency The number of times a data item occurs. makgetlo Makgetlo ao ntho ya datha etsahalang ka wona. 

frequency table A table used to record 
frequencies. A tally is 
often used to count up the 
frequencies. 

Favourite colour

Colour Tally Total  
(frequency)

red e 5

blue eA 6

yellow AAAA 4

green ee 10

tafole e sebediswang 
ho bontsha 
makgetlo.

Ke tafole e sebediswang ho 
tlaleha makgetlo. Hangata 
thali e sebediswa ho bala 
makgetlo.

Mebala e ratwang 

Mmala Thali Total 
(frequency)

mofubedu e 5

moputswa eA 6

mosehla AAAA 4

motala ee 10
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front The part which is on the side of the 
face or at the beginning.
e.g. Here you can see the front and the 
back of a car. Also, if ten people are in 
a line, the first one is the one in front.

kapele Karolo e lehlakoreng la sefahleho kapa 
le qalong.
mohl. Mona o ka bona bokapele le 
bokamorao ba koloi. Hape ebang batho 
ba leshome ba eme moleng, wa pele ke 
yena a kapele.

full Not able to hold or contain any more. e tletseng E sa kgoneng ho tshela ho feta mona.

function A relation that describes that there should be only one output for 
each input (or) we can say that a special kind of relation (a set 
of ordered pairs), which follows a rule i.e., every x-value should 
be associated with only one y-value.

tshebetso Kamano e hlalosang hore ho be le tlhahiso e le nngwe feela 
bakeng sa e le nngwe e kenang (kapa) re ka re mofuta o 
kgethehileng wa kamano (sete ya dipara tse hlophisitsweng), 
e latelang molao ke hore, boleng bo bong le bo bong ba x bo 
lokela ho amahanngwa le boleng ba y bo le bong feela.

Gg
g Abbreviation for gram.

100 g

g Kgutsufatso ya gramo.
100 g

geometric 
object/shape

A geometric shape/object is described using geometric 
properties.

ntho/sebopeho sa 
jeometri

Sebopeho sa/ntho ya jeometri e ka hlaloswa e le dintho tse 
sebediswang mmetseng wa jeometri.

geometric 
pattern

A pattern made using shapes.
e.g. This geometric pattern is 
made by repeating circles.

phethene ya jeometri Phethene e sebediswang ho 
etsa dibopeho.
mohl. Phethene ena ya 
jeometri e entswe ka ho pheta 
didikadikwe hangata.
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geometric solid A 3-D geometric object.
e.g. A cube made of wood is a geometric solid.

sebopeho se thata 
sa jeometeri

Sebopeho sa jeometeri sa 3-D.
mohl. Khiubu e entsweng ka lepolanka ke sebopeho se thata sa 
jeometeri.

gram A gram is a smaller unit used to measure mass. There are  
1 000 grams in 1 kilogram.

gramo Gramo ke yuniti e nyane e sebediswang ho lekanya boima. Ho 
na le digramo tse 1 000 ho kilokgramo e le 1.

graph A visual representation of a 
function or relation.

1–1–2–3–4–5–6 2 3 4 5 6
x

y

1

–1
–2

–3
–4
–5

–6

2
3

4
5
6

kerafo Kemedi ya pono ya tshebetso 
kapa kamano.

1–1–2–3–4–5–6 2 3 4 5 6
x

y

1

–1
–2
–3
–4
–5

–6

2
3

4
5
6

graph title The heading of a graph that 
tells you what the graph is 
about.
e.g. This graph is about the 
colours of flowers that were 
collected.

re
d

ye
llo

w

pi
nk

pu
rp

le

Flower colours sehlooho sa kerafo Sehlooho se bontshang hore 
na kerafo e bontsha eng.
mohl. Kerafo ena e bontsha 
mebala ya dipalesa tse 
bokelletsweng.

kg
ub

ed
u

ts
he

hl
a

pi
nk

i

ph
er

es
e

Mebala ya dipalesa

greater than Bigger. The symbol > means greater than.
e.g. 5 > 3 means 5 is greater than 3.

kgolo ho feta Kgolwanyane. Letshwao > le bolela kgolo ho feta.
mohl. 5 > 3 e bolela hore 5 e kgolo ho feta 3. 

greatest Biggest (number).
e.g. Given the numbers 3, 7 and 5, the greatest number is 7.

kgolohadi Kgolo ka ho fetisisa (palo).
mohl. Ho dipalo tsena 3, 7, le 5, palo e kgolohadi ke 7.

grid A rectangle that has been divided up 
into small squares that appear in rows 
and columns.

kiriti Kgutlonne e arotsweng ka dikwere 
tse nyenyane tse hlahang meleng le 
dikholomong. 
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group/groups A group is a set of objects that have been put together 
according to a given instruction.
e.g. The flowers are in groups of 5.

sehlopha/dihlopha Sehlopha ke sete ya dintho tse behilweng mmoho ho ya ka taelo 
e fanweng.
mohl. Dipalesa di ka dihlopha tsa bo-5.

grouping 
(division)

When you put objects into groups you are ‘grouping’ the objects. 
You can divide numbers by grouping them.
e.g. If you have 15 flowers, how many bunches of 5 flowers each 
can you make? (15 ÷ 5 = )

15 ÷ 5 = 3

ho beha ka dihlopha 
(ho arola)

Ha o beha dintho ka dihlopha o ‘hlophisa’ dintho. O ka arola 
dipalo ka ho di hlophisa.
mohl. Ha o na le dipalesa tse 15, o ka etsa maqulwana a makae 
a dipalesa tse 5? (15 ÷ 5 = )

15 ÷ 5 = 3

groups of/ 
lots of

When things are put together they are called ‘groups of’ things 
or ‘lots of’ things.
e.g. Below there are three groups of five OR three lots of five.

dihlopha tsa/
bongata ba

Ha dintho di behuwe mmoho di bitswa ‘dihlopha tsa’ dintho kapa 
‘bongata ba’ dintho.
mohl. Ka tlase ke dihlopha tse tharo tsa bohlano KAPA dihlopha 
tse tharo tsa hlano.

Hh
half full A container which has been filled to 

half of its capacity, or which is holding 
half of the total amount that it can 
hold, is half full.

e tletseng ka halofo Setshelo se tshetsweng mothamo o 
halofong, kapa mokedikedi o batlileng 
o tlala.

half/halves One of two equal parts. There are  
2 halves in a whole.

halofo/dihalofo E nngwe ya dikarolo tse pedi tse 
lekanang. Ho na le dihalofo tse 2 ho  
e felletseng.
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halving, halve, 
finding halves

To divide/cut something into two parts of equal size or number. ho hafola, hafola,  
ho fumana dihalofo

Ho arola/ho seha ntho dikarolo tse pedi tsa boholo bo lekanang 
kapa palo.

handspan Handspan is the gap between your 
thumb and smallest finger when your 
hand is stretched out like this.

bolelele ba letsoho Sebaka se dipakeng tsa menwana e 
otlolotsweng.

heavy, heavier, 
heaviest

Objects which have a great mass are 
heavy. The heaviest object (of a group 
of objects) is the one with the greatest 
mass.
e.g. The car is heavy, the taxi is heavier 
the truck is the heaviest.

boima, boimanyana, 
boima ka ho fetisisa

Dintho tse nang le boima bo boholo di 
boima. Ntho e boima ka ho fetisisa (ya 
sehlopha sa dintho) sehlopheng ke  
e kgolohadi ho tsona ka boima.
mohl. Koloi e boima, tekesi e 
boimanyana, teraka e boima ka ho 
fetisisa.

height The measurement of length from top  
to bottom.

bophahamo Tekanyo ya bophahamo ho tloha 
hodimo ho ya tlase.

hexagon Six-sided shape. heksakone Sebopeho sa mahlakore a tsheletseng. 
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high/higher 
than

Can be used to compare 
height.
e.g. This school building is high. 
It is higher than that house.

hodimo/hodimo ho 
feta

E ka sebediswa ho bapisa 
bophahamo.
mohl. Moaho ona wa sekolo o 
hodimo. O hodimo ho feta ntlo.

higher number A number which is the bigger one of a pair of numbers.
e.g. If I have the numbers 39 and 56, 56 is the higher number.

palo e hodimo Palo e leng e kgolwanyane pareng ya dipalo.
mohl. Haeba ke na le dipalo 39 le 56, 56 ke palo e hodimo.

historical 
events/
historical days

Events we celebrate that happened in the past.
e.g. 27 April is Freedom Day. It is celebrated to remember the 
first free elections in South Africa.

diketsahalo tsa 
nalane/matsatsi  
a nalane

Diketsahalo tse fetileng tseo re di ketekelang mehleng ena.
mohl. La 27 Mmesa ke letsatsi la Tokoloho. Ke mokete wa 
dikgetho tsa pele tse lokolohileng tsa Afrika Borwa. 

horizontal Going from side to side, like the horizon. tshekalletseng Ho tloha lehlakoreng le leng ho ya ho le 
leng.

12-hour time A day has 24 hours. There are two 12 hour periods in one day.  
In 12-hour time the time is measured as am (from 12 midnight  
to 12 noon) and pm (from 12 noon to 12 midnight).

nako ya dihora tse 12 Letsatsi le etswa ke dihora tse 12. Ho na le dinako tsa dihora 
tse 12 letsatsing le le leng. Nakong ya dihora tse 12 nako e 
lekanngwa e le am (ho tloha ka 12 hara mpa ya bosiu ho isa ho 
12 motshehare) le pm (ho tloha ka 12 motshehare ho isa ho 12 
hara mpa ya bosiu).

hours/half 
hours/quarter 
hours

A unit of time equal to 60 minutes (hour). Half an hour has  
30 minutes. Quarter of an hour has 15 minutes.

dihora/halofo ya 
dihora/kotara ya 
dihora

Hora ke yuniti ya nako e lekanang le metsotso e 60 (hora). 
Halofo ya hora ke metsotso e 30. Kotara ya hora ke metsotso  
e 15.

how many? The number of things.
e.g. How many flowers are there?  
There are 5.

tse kae? Palo ya dintho.
mohl. Ke dipalesa tse kae moo?  
Ho na le tse 5.

how much? The amount of something.
e.g. How much water is in that bottle?  
A lot of water – the bottle is full.

5ℓ

ke bokae? Boleng ba ho hong.
mohl. Ke metsi a makae ka botlolong? 
Metsi a mangata – botlolo e tletse.

5ℓ
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hundreds When things or objects come in groups of a hundred.
e.g. We can count: 100, 200, 300, 400 
We can say: 4 groups of 100 or 100 + 100 + 100 + 100 or 4 × 100.

makgolo Ha dintho di behwa ka dihlopha tsa makgolo.
mohl. Ha re bala: 100, 200, 300, 400 
Re ka re: dihlopha tse 4 tsa di-100 kapa 100 + 100 + 100 + 100 
kapa 4 × 100.

Ii
identify Recognise and name. hlwaya Lemoha mme o bitse ka lebitso.

improper 
fraction

A fraction whose numerator is greater than its denominator. 
e.g. 53 is an improper fraction.

frakshene e sa 
tlwaelehang 

Frakshene eo lebadi la yona le leng leholo hofeta searodi sa 
yona.
mohl. 53 ke frakshene e sa tlwaelehang.

incline To slope or slant. tshekalla Ho tshekalla.

increase Make bigger or larger. ho eketsa Ho hodisa.

index finger The finger between the thumb and the 
longest finger. The index finger is the 
finger most often used for pointing.

potsana/monwana  
o supang

Monwana o pakeng tsa phori/ 
monwana o moholo le monwana wa 
phophothomoholo/monwana o hare 
e leng o molelele haholo. Potsana e 
sebedisetswa ho supa.

informal 
measurement

Measuring using non-standard units.
e.g. If you find out how wide your school desk is by using  
your hand.

tekanyo e seng 
molaong

Ho lekanya o sa sebedise dintho tse molaong tsa ho lekanya.
mohl. Ha o batla ho tseba bolelele ba deske ya hao ka ho bo 
lekanya ka seatla sa hao.
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informal unit When you measure informally, you use 
informal units of length.
e.g. If you measure the width of your 
school desk using your hand, you are 
using your hand-span as an informal 
unit. (Hand-span is the gap between 
your thumb and smallest finger when 
your hand is stretched out like this.)

yuniti e seng 
molaong

Ha o lekanya ntho o sa sebedise 
sesebediswa se molaong, o sebedisa 
yuniti ya bolelele.
mohl. Ha o batla ho lekanya bophara 
ba deske ya hao o sebedisa ho buleha 
ha seatla sa hao e le yuniti e seng 
molaong. (Bophara ba se bulehileng 
dipakeng tsa monwanana o moholo le o 
monyenyane.)

information A meaningful collection of facts or data. tlhahisoleseding Pokello ya dintlha tsa nnete kapa datha.

in front of 
(position)

A number or numbers which comes 
before another number.
e.g. 4 is in front of 5 and 6. 

Things can be in a position ‘in front of’ 
other things.
e.g. The tree is in front of the car.

3 4 5 6

ka pele ho Palo kapa dipalo tse tlang pele ho palo 
e nngwe.
mohl. 4 e ka pele ho 5 le 6.

Dintho di ka ba boemong ‘ka pele ho’ 
dintho tse ding.
mohl. Sefate se ka pele ho koloi.

3 4 5 6

input The value or values that are fed into a function. tlatsetso Boleng kapa boleng bo bongata bo fetisetswang ho tshebetso.

integers The set of whole numbers that includes positive numbers, 
negative number and the number zero.

dipalo tse feletseng Sete ya dipalo tse felletseng tse kenyeletsang dipalo tse positifi, 
palo e hanyetsang le palo ya noto.

interpret (data) To explain the meaning. ho toloka (datha) Ho hlalosa moelelo.

interval The gap between – it could be a time interval or an interval in 
numbers (the size of the gap in a number pattern).
e.g. There is an interval of 1 hour between 3 o’clock and 4 o’clock. 
The interval in the number pattern 15, 30, 45, 60 is 15.

sekgeo Sekgeo dipakeng – e ka ba kgefutso ya nako kapa sekgeo sa 
dipalo (boholo ba sekgeo phetheneng ya palo).
mohl. Ho na le kgefutso ya hora pakeng tsa hora ya boraro le 
hora ya bone. Sekgeo se phetheneng ya 15, 30, 45, 60 ke 15.
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inverse 
operation

An operation that undoes what another operation does.
e.g. Addition and subtraction are inverse operation.  
30 + 55 = 85 and 85 – 55 = 30

tshebetso ya ho bala 
o kgutlela morao

Tshebetso e etsollang tshebetso e nngwe e entsweng.
mohl. Ho kopanya le ho tlosa ke tshebetso ya ho bala o kgutlela 
morao. 30 + 55 = 85 le 85 – 55 = 30

investigate Find out about something by looking around for information. ho fuputsa Ho batla ntho ka ho sheba tlhahisoleseding.

Jj
just after Something which follows straight after what you have. This is an 

informal expression.
e.g. The number just after 5 is 6.

hang kamorao Ntho e latelang hang kamorao ho seo o nang le sona. Ena ke 
puo e seng ya semolao.
mohl. Palo e tlang hang feela kamora 5 ke 6.

just as many as The same number as. 
e.g. There are just as many 
balls as boxes in this drawing. 
(There are 4 balls and  
4 boxes.)

tse lekanang ka palo 
le tse ding

Palo e lekanang le e. 
mohl. Ho na le dibolo tse 
lekanang ka palo le mabokose 
setshwantshong sena. 
(Ho na le dibolo tse 4 le 
mabokose a 4.)

just before Something which comes immediately before what you have. 
This is an informal expression. 
e.g. The number just before 11 is 10.

hang pele Ntho e tlang hang pele ho seo o nang le sona. Sena ke puo eo e 
seng ya semolao.
mohl. Palo e tlang hang feela pele ho 11 ke 10.

Kk
key (data 
graph)

A key on a pictograph tells us how 
many each picture stands for. Key

  = 1

malebela (kerafo ya 
datha)

Malebela a kerafo ya setshwantsho e re 
bolellang hore setshwantsho ka seng se 
emetseng.

Maleba

  = 1

kilogram A standard metric unit used to measure mass. The abbreviation 
for kilogram is kg. The mass of 1 kg is the same everywhere in  
the world.

kilogramo Yuniti ya ho lekanya boima. Kgutsufatso ya yona ke kg. Boima 
ba 1 kg bo ya tshwana lefatsheng ka bophara.

kilometre A standard metric unit for measuring distance. khilomithara Tekanyetso e tlwaelehileng ya meteriki bakeng sa ho lekanya 
sebaka.
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kitchen scale A scale that is used to measure mass. 
You put it on a counter and some 
goods in the scale, and then you can 
read the mass of the goods. 
e.g. You can find the mass of butter 
when you are cooking.

0 1
2
3

456
7

8
9

sekala sa kitjhini Sekala se sebedisetswang ho lekanya 
boima. O se beha hodima khaonthara 
o behe thepa hodima sona mme o bale 
boima ba yona.
mohl. O ka fumana boima ba botoro ha 
o pheha.

0 1
2
3

456
7

8
9

kg Abbreviation for kilogram.

5 kg

kg Kgutsufatso ya dikilogramo.

5 kg

km Abbreviation for kilometre. km Kgutsufatso ya dikhilomithara.

Ll
label A label tells you what something is. leibole Leibole e bontsha hore na ntho ke eng.

larger Bigger. e kgolo ho feta E kgolwanyane.

late Not on time.
e.g. If you are late for a lesson you arrive after the lesson has 
started.

kamora nako Ho se be nakong. 
mohl. Ha o fihla dithutong di se di qadile o fihlile kamora nako.

later Not right now. ha mamorao E seng hona jwale.
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least Smallest number.
e.g. The first child has the least 
apples.

e nyane haholo Palo e nyane ka ho fetisisa.
mohl. Ngwana wa pele o na 
le diapole tse nyane ka ho 
fetisisa.

least common 
(data)

The things of which there are 
the lowest number.
e.g. In the pictograph on the 
right, purple flowers are the 
least common.
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Flower colours
dintho tse mmalwa 
haholo (datha)

Dintho tse fokolang ka palo. 
mohl. Kerafong ena ya 
setshwantsho e letsohong le 
letona, dipalesa tse pherese ke 
tsona tse mmalwa haholo.
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Mebala ya dipalesa

left/left hand 
side

Your body has a left side and a right 
side. The left hand is on the left side of 
the body.

left right

letshehadi/lehlakore 
la letsoho le 
letshehadi

Mmele wa hao o na le lehlakore le 
letshehadi le lehlakore le letona. Letsoho 
le letshehadi le ka lehlakoreng le 
letshehadi ho mmele wa hao.

letona

letshehadi

left over 
(subtraction)

What remains when you have subtracted.
e.g. If I have 10 marbles and I give away 4 then I have 6 marbles 
left over.

e setseng E salang ha o tlositse.
mohl. Ebang ke na le mapei a 10 mme ke fana ka a 4 ke sallwa 
ke mapei a 6.

length The measurement of ‘how long’ something is. The measurement 
from end to end of an object.

bolelele Tekanyo e bontshang hore ntho e ‘telele hakae’. Tekanyo ho 
tloha moo ntho e qalang teng ho fihlela pheletsong ya yona.

length of time An amount of time that has passed.
e.g. The length of your maths lesson is 90 minutes.

bolelele ba nako Bolelele ba nako e fetileng.
mohl. Bolelele ba thuto ya hao ya mmetse ke metsotso e 90.
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less When there are fewer of something.
e.g. I have 4 oranges and you have 6 oranges. I have fewer 
oranges than you have. 4 is less than 6.

ka tlase ho Ha ho le teng dintho tse mmalwa.
mohl. Ke na le dilamunu tse 4 mme wena o na le tse 6. Ke na le 
dilamunu tse ka tlase ho tsa hao.

less than Smaller. The symbol < means less than.
e.g. We read 4 < 9 as “4 is less than 9”. This is true because 4 is  
a smaller number than 9.

nyane Nyenyane. Letshwao < le hlalosa nyane ho.
mohl. 4 < 9 jwaloka “4 e nyane ho 9”. Sena ke nnete hobane 4 ke 
palo e nyane ho 9.

light, lighter, 
lightest

Objects which have a small mass are 
light. The lightest object (of a group 
of objects) is the one with the smallest 
mass.
e.g. The pen is light, the button is 
lighter, the feather is the lightest.

bobebe, 
bobebenyana, 
bobebehadi

Dintho tse nyane ka boima di bobebe. 
Dintho tse bobebehadi (tsa dihlopha tsa 
dintho) ke tse nyane haholo ka boima.
mohl. Pene e bobebe, konopo e 
bobenyana, lesiba le bobebehadi.

line A straight path from one point to 
another point.

mola Sebopeho se otlolohileng sa jeometri.

list When you write a list you write down things under each other.
e.g. A shopping list reminds you what to buy when you go 
shopping.

letoto Ha o ngola lenane o ngola dintho e nngwe tlasa e nngwe. 
mohl. Lenane la dintho tseo o tla di reka le o hopotsa seo o tla 
se reka mabenkeleng.

litre/litres The standard metric unit which is used to measure volume and 
capacity.

lithara/dilithara Yuniti e tlwaelehileng ya metiriki e sebediswang ho lekanya 
mothamo le bokgoni.

long hand and 
short hand on 
clock

These pointers allow us to tell time on 
an analogue clock. The long hand tells 
us the minutes. The short hand tells us 
the hour.
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lenaka le lelelele 
le lenaka le 
lekgutshwane

Manaka ana a re dumella ho bona 
nako watjheng ya analoko. Lenaka le 
lelelele le re bolella metsotso. Lenaka le 
lekgutshwane le re bolella dihora.
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long, longer, 
longest

You can compare the lengths of 
different objects using the words long, 
longer and longest.
e.g. This first arrow is long, the second 
arrow is longer, the third arrow is the 
longest. The third arrow is longer than 
the second arrow. It is also longer than 
the first arrow.

telele, teletsana, 
telelehadi

O ka bapisa bolelele ba dintho ka ho 
sebedisa mantswe telele, teletsana, 
telelehadi.
mohl. Motsu wa pele o molelele, wa 
bobedi o moleletsana, wa boraro 
o molelelehadi. Motsu wa boraro o 
molelele ho feta wa bobedi. Hape o 
molelele ho feta wa pele.

long time When a lot of time has passed, we say that something has taken 
a long time.

nako e telele Ha nako e telele e se fetile, re re ntho eo e nkile nako e telele.

lots of/ 
groups of

Objects that have been put together, usually to count them  
more easily.
e.g. The flowers are in lots of OR groups of 5.

tse ngata/ 
dihlopha tsa

Dintho tse behilweng mmoho, ha ngata hore di balehe ha 
bobebe. 
mohl. Dipalesa di behilwe ka bongata ba KAPA ka dihlopha tsa 
bo-5.

lower number A number which is the smaller one of a pair of numbers.
e.g. If I have the numbers 39 and 56, 39 is the lower number.

palo e tlase Palo eo eleng e nyane pareng ya dipalo.
mohl. Haeba ke na le dipalo 39 le 56, 39 ke palo e ka tlase.

low/lower than You can describe the height of an object using the words low 
and lower than.
e.g. This small bridge is low. It is lower than that big bridge.

tlase/ka tlase ho O ka hlalosa bophahamo ba ntho ka ho sebedisa mantswe tlase 
kapa ka tlase ho. 
mohl. Borokgo bona bo bonyenyane bo tlase. Bo ka tlase ho 
borokgo bo boholo.
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Mm
makes This word is sometimes used to say “Gives the answer when  

you add.”
e.g. 5 plus 4 makes 9.

etsa Lentswe lena ka nako e nngwe le sebediswa ho bolela hore  
“E fana ka karabo ena ha o kopanya.”
mohl. 5 ha o e kopanya le 4 e etsa 9. 

many A lot. A large number. ngata Tse ngata. Palo e kgolo.

map A drawing which could be formal or informal. It shows you where 
things are. It represents an area.
e.g. You could have a map of your town, a map of your school  
or a map of South Africa.

mmapa Motako oo e ka bang wa semmuso kapa e seng wa semmuso.  
O o bontsha moo dintho di fumanwang teng. O emela sebaka.
mohl. O ka ba le mmapa wa toropo, mmapa wa sekolo sa hao 
kapa mmapa wa Afrika Borwa.

mass The amount of matter that an object is 
made up of.
e.g. A chicken has a greater mass than 
a cookie.

boima Boima boo ntho e leng bona.
mohl. Kgoho e boima ho feta kuku.

match Pair up. If you match the 
number names to the number 
of items illustrated, you show 
which number name should  
be paired up with which set  
of items.

two

three

one

nyalanya Etsa dipara. Ha o nyalanya 
lebitso la palo le palo ya 
dintho tse torouweng, ho 
bontsha hore ke lebitso la palo 
efe le lokelang ho nyalana le 
sete efe ya dintho Mohl. O ka 
nyalanya disete tsa dintho 
tse ka hodimo ho tse 3 ho tse 
ka tlase, tse tharo o se o di 
etseditswe.

pedi

tharo

nngwe

Mathematics The study of numbers, rules and symbols. mmetse Thuto ya dipalo, melao le matshwao.

measure To find the size or amount of something. This can only be done 
for things that can be measured. 
e.g. You can measure the length, mass, capacity and volume  
of objects.

ho lekanya Ho fumana boima ba ntho. Sena se ka etswa ka dintho tse ka 
lekanywang.
mohl. O ka lekanya bolelele, boima le bokgoni le mothamo ya 
dintho.

measurement The measure of the size of something. You can get 
measurements of lots of different things.
e.g. The measurement of the height of the classroom door is 
about 2 metres.

mometho/
tekanyetso

Tekanyo ya boholo ba ntho e itseng. O ka fumana ditekanyo tsa 
dintho tse ngata tse fapaneng.
mohl. Tekanyo ya bolelele ba lemati la phaposi ya hao ya ho 
rutela e ka ba dimithara tse 2.
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measuring tape A length of tape that has been marked in units that can be used 
to measure length.

theipi ya ho lekanya Theipi e telelele e tshwailweng ka diyuniti e ka sebedisetswang 
ho lekanya bolelele.

medium Somewhere in the middle – not very big or small. mahareng Kae-kae dipakeng – eseng kgolo haholo kapa e nyane.

method See technique. mokgwa Sheba mokgwa.

metre/metres The standard unit used to measure length in the metric system. mithara/dimithara Yuniti ya ho lekanya bolelele sistiming ya metiriki.

metre stick A ruler or measuring stick that is one metre in length. thupa ya bolelele 
mithara

Rulara kapa thupa ya ho lekanya bolelele ba mithara.

million A thousand thousand OR 1 000 000 milione Sekete se dikete KAPA 1 000 000

minus Subtract. ho tlosa Tlosa.

minute A unit of time – there are 60 minutes in an hour. There are  
60 seconds in a minute.

motsotso Yuniti ya nako – hora e na le metsotso e 60. Motsotso o na le 
metsotswana e 60.

missing Missing numbers in a number sentence are numbers that are not 
written into the given number sentence. You can usually work 
out the missing numbers.
e.g. Find the missing number if 13 +  = 18. The missing number  
is 5.

siyo Dipalo ‘tse siyo’ palopolelong ke dipalo tse sa ngolwang 
palopolelong e fanweng. O ka iphumanela palo e siyo.
mohl. Batla palo e siyo haeba 13 +  = 18. Palo e siyo ke 5.

mixed number A number composed of a whole number and a fraction.
e.g. 3 6

7 is a mixed number. 
palo e tswakilweng Palo e entsweng ka palo e feletseng le frakshene. 

mohl. 3 6
7 ke palo e tswakilweng.

money We use money to pay for 
goods or services. It comes in 
coins and notes.

tjhelete Re sebedisa tjhelete ho lefella 
thepa le ditshebeletso. Tjhelete 
e tla ka dikhoine le tjhelete ya 
pampiri.

month A month is a period of time that is about 30 days long.  
A calendar year is broken up into 12 months. Not all months  
have the same number of days.

kgwedi Selemo se na le dikgwedi tse 12, kgwedi ka nngwe e na le 
matsatsi a 30. Empa ha se dikgwedi kaofela tse nang le matsatsi 
a 30.
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months of the 
year

January, February, March, April, May, June, July, August, 
September, October, November and December.

dikgwedi tsa selemo Pherekgong, Hlakola, Hlakubele, Mmesa, Motsheanong, 
Phupjane, Phupu, Phato, Lwetse, Mphalane, Pudungwana, 
Tshitwe.

more Greater number or amount. ho feta Palo e ka hodimo kapa ntho e ka hodimo.

more common 
(data)

Something of which there are 
a greater number than other 
things.
e.g. In the pictograph on the 
right, red flowers are more 
common than pink and purple 
flowers.
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Flower colours
dintho tse ngata ho 
feta tse ding (datha)

Dintho tseo ebang di ngata ho 
feta tse ding.
mohl. Kerafong ya 
setshwantsho e ka ho le 
letona, dipalesa tse kgubedu 
di ngata ho feta tse pinki le tse 
pherese.
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Mebala ya dipalesa

more than Greater than. The symbol > means more/greater than.
e.g. We read 23 > 19 as “23 is greater than 19”.
This is true because 23 is a bigger number than 19.

ngata ho feta E kgolo ho. Letshwao > le bolela ka hodimo ho.
mohl. Re bala 23 > 19 e le “23 e ka hodimo ho 19”.  
Hona ke nnete hobane 23 ke palo e kgolwanyane ho 19.

morning The first part of the day which ends at about noon. hoseng Karolo ya pele ya letsatsi, e qala ha letsatsi le tjhaba e fele hara 
mpa ya motsheare. 

most The highest number.
e.g. The third child has the 
most apples.

e ngata haholo Palo e hodimo ka ho fetisisa.
mohl. Ngwana wa boraro o na 
le diapole tse ngata haholo.

multiple The product when you multiply one whole number by another 
whole number.
e.g. 6 is a multiple of 2; 25 is a multiple of 5.

atisa Seo o se fumanang ha o atisa palo e feletseng ka palo e nngwe 
e feletseng. 
mohl. 6 ke katiso ya 2; 25 ke katiso ya 5.

multiples of 2 The products when you multiply whole numbers by 2.
e.g. 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14 are the first seven multiples of 2.

dikatiso tsa 2 Tseo o di fumanang ha o atisa dipalo tse feletseng ka 2.
mohl. 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14 ke dikatiso tsa pele tse supileng tsa 2.

multiples of 3 The products when you multiply whole numbers by 3.
e.g. 3, 6, 9, 12, 15, 18, 21 are the first seven multiples of 3.

dikatiso tsa 3 Tseo o di fumanang ha o atisa dipalo tse feletseng ka 2.
mohl. 3, 6, 9, 12, 15, 18, 21 ke dikatiso tsa pele tse supileng tsa 3.
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multiples of 4 The products when you multiply whole numbers by 4.
e.g. 4, 8, 12, 16, 20, 24, 28 are the first seven multiples of 4.

dikatiso tsa 4 Tseo o di fumanang ho atisa dipalo tse feletseng ka 4.
mohl. 4, 8, 12, 16, 20, 24, 28 ke dikatiso tsa pele tse supileng tsa 4.

multiples of 5 The products when you multiply whole numbers by 5.
e.g. 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30, 35 are the first seven multiples of 5.

dikatiso tsa 5 Tseo o di fumanang ho atisa dipalo tse feletseng ka 5.
mohl. 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30, 35 ke dikatiso tsa pele se supileng tsa 5.

multiplication The operation that involves calculating the total of a given 
number of groups.

ho atisa Tshebetso e kenyelletsang ho bala kakaretso ya palo e fanweng 
ya dihlopha.

multiply When you multiply you carry out the operation of multiplication. 
The answer that you get is called the product.
e.g. 7 × 2 = 14 so we say that 14 is the product of 7 and 2.

atisa Ha o atisa o etsa tshebetso ya katiso. Karabo eo o e fumanang 
e bitswa tlhahiso. 
mohl. 7 × 2 = 14 mme re re 14 ke tlhahiso ya 7 le 2.

Nn
narrower Less wide than.

e.g. The country road is narrower than the highway.
sesane E sesane (mopatisane) ho feta.

mohl. Tsela ena ya mahaeng e mopatisane ho feta tsela e kgolo.

near double Something that is close to a double.
e.g. 25 is a near double – it is just more than double 12.

e haufi le katiso Ntho e haufi le katiso.
mohl. 25 e haufi le katiso – e ka hodingwana feela ho katiso ya 12.

nearest ten When you round off numbers you see what number they are 
near to. When you round off to the nearest ten, you look for the 
ten that the given number is closest to.
e.g. 59 is closer to 60 than to 50. 60 is the nearest ten to 59.

katametso ya 
leshome

Ha o atametsa dipalo haufi o bona palo eo di leng haufi le 
yona. Ha o atametsa haufi le leshome, o sheba palo eo ebang 
leshome le haufi haholo le yona. 
mohl. 59 e haufi le 60 ho feta 50. 60 e haufi le 59.

negative 
numbers

Numbers that are less than zero. dipalo tse 
hanyetsang

Dipalo tse ka tlase ho noto.
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negative sign The symbol (–) used to indicate a negative quantity. It can also 
be called a minus sign and denote the operation subtraction.

letshwao le 
hanyetsang

Letshwao (–) le sebediswang ho bontsha bongata bo 
hanyetsang. Le ka boela la bitswa letshwao la ho tlosa le ho 
bolela tshebetso ya ho tlosa.

net A flat shape that can be folded into a 3-D object. nete Sebopeho se bataletseng se ka menwang hore e be ntho e 
mahlakore a mararo.

next The one that comes after.
e.g. 14 comes next after 13.

e latelang E tlang kamorao. 
mohl. 14 e tla kamorao ho 13.

next to 
(position)

Near to or right after.
e.g. The dog is next to the cat.

e.g. The number symbol 3 is next to the 
number name ‘three’. 3  three

e pela (boemo) Pela yona kapa ka mora yona.
mohl. Ntja e pela katse.

mohl. Letshwao la palo 3 le haufi le 
lebitso la palo ‘tharo’. 3  tharo

night The time when it is dark, when you are usually asleep. bosiu Nako eo ho leng lefifi,hangata o robetse ka nako ena. 

non-geometric 
shape

A shape which is irregular and is not described using geometric 
properties.
e.g. A leaf is a non-geometric shape.

sebopeho seo e seng 
sa jeometri

Sebopeho se sa tlwaelehang se kekeng sa hlaloswa ka dintho 
tsa jeometri. 
mohl. Lekgasi ha se sebopeho sa jeometri.

non-standard The same as informal.
e.g. A non-standard unit for measuring length is the width of 
your hand.

e sa lekanyetswang E tshwana le e seng molaong. 
mohl. Yuniti e sa lekanyetswang ya ho lekanya bolelele ke 
bophara ba letsoho la hao.
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non-standard 
measure

The same as informal measure.
e.g. A non-standard unit for measuring length is the width of 
your hand.
e.g. If you find out how wide your school desk is by using your 
hand.

tekanyo e sa 
lekanyetswang

E tshwana le ho lekanya ntho o sa sebedise sekepele.
mohl. Yuniti e sa lekanyetswang ya ho lekanya bolelele ke 
bophara ba letsoho la hao.
mohl. Ha o batla ho tseba bophara ba deske ya hao o sebedisa 
letsoho la hao.

non-unitary 
fractions

Fractions that are not unitary fractions. They have a numerator 
which is bigger than 1.
e.g. 45 , 27, etc.

difrakshene tseo e 
seng tsa metso

Difrakshene tseo e seng tsa metso. Di na le nyumareitha e kgolo 
ho 1.
mohl. 45 , 27, jj.

number How many things or objects there are. You count to find the 
number of items.

palo Ho na le dintho tse kae. O bala ho fumana palo ya dintho.

number bonds The number pairs that add up to a given number.
e.g. The number bonds of 6 are:
1 + 5 = 6	 2 + 4 = 6
3 + 3 = 6	 4 + 2 = 6
5 + 1 = 6

dibonto tsa dipalo Dipara tsa dipalo tse etsang palo e fanweng.
mohl. Dibonto tsa dipalo tsa 6 ke:
1 + 5 = 6	 2 + 4 = 6
3 + 3 = 6	 4 + 2 = 6
5 + 1 = 6

number cards Cards that show numbers that can be 
used to help learners become familiar 
with number symbols used to write 
numbers.

dikarete tsa dipalo Dikarate tse bontshang dipalo tse ka 
sebediswang ho thusa baithuti ho tseba 
matshwao a dinomoro a sebediswang 
ho ngola dipalo.

number family 
facts

A collection of related addition facts made from the same 
numbers.
e.g. Some of the number family facts of 15 are: 10 + 5; 5 + 5 + 5;  
9 + 6; 3 + 12, and so on.

dintlha tsa kamano 
ya dipalo

Pokello ya dintlha tse amanang le tlatsetso tse entsweng ka 
dipalo tse tshwanang.
mohl. Tse ding tsa dintlha tsa kamano ya dipalo mabapi le 15 ke: 
10 + 5; 5 + 5 + 5; 9 + 6; 3 + 12, jwalo-jwalo.
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number grid/
chart

A board with ten rows and ten columns 
numbered from 1 to 100.

kiriti ya dipalo/tjhate Boto e nang le mela e leshome le 
dikholomo tse leshome. 

number line A number line is a line on which numbers can be placed, 
according to their value. The gaps on the number line must be 
drawn accurately.

5 6 7 8 9 100 1 2 3 4

molapalo Molapalo ke mola oo dipalo di ka behwang ho ona, ho ya ka 
boleng ba tsona. Dikgeo tse ho molapalo di lokela ho torouwa 
ka tshwanelo.

5 6 7 8 9 100 1 2 3 4

number name/
number word

When you write out a number using words you give the number 
name.
e.g. The number name of 47 is forty-seven.

lebitso la palo/ 
lentswe la palo

Ha o ngola palo o sebedisa mantswe o fa palo lebitso.
mohl. Lebitso la palo ya 47 ke mashome a mane a metso e 
supileng.

number pairs Pairs (groups of two) of numbers that are put together. dipara tsa dipalo Dipara (dihlopha tsa bo-pedi) tsa dipalo tse behwang mmoho.

number 
pattern/numeric 
pattern

A number/numeric pattern is another name for a number 
sequence or pattern.

phethene ya palo/
phethene ya 
nyumeriki

Phethene ya palo/phethene ya nyumeriki ke lebitso le leng la 
tatellano ya dipalo kapa phethene.

number problem A maths question that has been set using numbers for which  
you need to find the solution.

bothata ba palo Potso ya mmetse e behilweng ho sebediswa dipalo moo o 
lokelang ho fumana tharollo.

number range A set or group of numbers between given limits. letoto la dipalo Sete kapa sehlopha sa dipalo pakeng tsa meedi e fanweng.

number 
sentence

When you use numbers and symbols to express the solution of  
a word problem you write it using a number sentence.
e.g. If I have 5 sweets and you have 7 sweets how many sweets 
do we have altogether? The number sentence expressing this is: 
5 + 7 =  or 5 + 7 = 12.

palopolelo Ha o sebedisa dipalo le matshwao ho hlalosa tharollo ya 
bothata ba lentswe, o le ngola o sebedisa polelo ya palo. 
mohl. Haeba ke na le dipompong tse 5, mme wena o na le  
tse 7, re na le dipompong tse kae kaofela? Palopolelo e 
hlalosang sena ke: 5 + 7 =  kapa 5 + 7 = 12.

number 
sequences

Number sequences are patterns of numbers that follow a rule.
e.g. 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, ... are the even numbers, they are a sequence 
of numbers.

ditatellano tsa dipalo Tatellano ya dipalo ke diphethene tsa dipalo tse latelang molao. 
mohl. 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, … ke dipalo tse arolehang ka pedi, ke 
tatellano ya dipalo. 
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number symbol When you write out a number using symbols (numerals/digits) 
you give the number symbol.
e.g. The number symbol for the number seventy-two is 72.

letshwao la palo Ha o ngola palo o sebedisa matshwao (dipalo/dinomoro) o fana 
ka letshwao la palo.
mohl. Letshwao la palo ya mashome a supileng a metso e 
mmedi ke 72.

numeral A symbol used to write a number. The numerals we use are the 
ten digits: 0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9.

nomoro Letshwao le sebediswang ho ngola palo.
Dinomoro tseo re di sebedisang ke dinomoro tse leshome:  
0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9.

numerator The top number in a fraction numeral which is written using 
symbols.
e.g. 34 (in this fraction 3 is the numerator).

lebadi Palo e ka hodimo ho nomoro ya frakshene e ngotsweng ho 
sebediswa matshwao.
mohl. 34 (fraksheneng ena 3 ke lebadi).

numeric pattern A numeric pattern is another name for a number sequence  
or pattern.
e.g. 20, 40, 60, 80, …

phethene ya dipalo Phethene ya dinomoro ke lebitso le leng la tatellano ya palo 
kapa phethene. 
mohl. 20. 40, 60, 80, …

Oo
object (counter) A thing. You can see it. If there are lots you can count them. ntho (sebadi) Ntho. O ka e bona. Haeba ho na le tse ngata o ka di bala.

objects 
3-D (three-
dimensional 
objects)

Objects such as balls (spheres) 
and boxes (prisms).

dibopeho tsa 3-D
(sebopeho sa 
mahlakore a 3)

Dintho tse jwalo ka dibolo 
(ditjhitja) le mabokose 
(diprisimi).

o’clock When you write the time from an 
analogue clock, you use the word 
‘o’clock’.
e.g. It is 8 o’clock.

12
1

2

3

4
567

8

9

10
11

tleloko Ha o ngola nako ho tswa tlelokong ya 
analoko, o sebedisa lentswe ‘tleloko/ 
botsekeng’.
mohl. Nako ke hora ya 8 botsekeng.

12
1

2

3

4
567

8

9

10
11

odd number A number that is not divisible by 2.
e.g. 3, 15, 29, 55

palo e sa aroleheng 
ka pedi

Palo e sa aroleheng ka 2.
mohl. 3, 15, 29, 55
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on top of 
(position)

When something is above something 
else.
e.g. The ball is on top of the box.

ha ntho e le ka 
hodima e nngwe 
(boemo)

Ha ntho e le ka hodima e nngwe.
mohl. Bolo e ka hodima lebokose.

one-to-one 
correspondence

When one thing can be matched to another thing.
e.g. If there are 3 children and 3 sweets there is a one-to-one 
correspondence between children and sweets.

nyalano e le nngwe 
ho e nngwe

Ha ntho e nngwe e ka nyalana le e nngwe.
mohl. Haeba ho na le bana ba bararo le dipompong tse 3, sena 
ke nyalano ya e le nngwe ho e le nngwe pakeng tsa bana le 
dipompong.

opposite In a position across from something 
else.
e.g. The circle and the square are on 
opposite sides of the card.

shebaneng Boemong bo ka nqane ho ntho e 
nngwe.
mohl. Sedikadikwe le sekwere di 
mahlakoreng a fapaneng a karete.

opposite 
(position)

On the other side.
e.g. When you and your friend sit on either side of a desk at 
school, you are sitting on opposite sides of the desk.

bapile (boemo) Ka lehlakoreng le leng.
mohl. Ha wena le motswalle wa hao le dutse mahlakoreng a 
fapaneng deskeng sekolong, le dutse mahlakoreng a bapileng 
deskeng.

order/ordering To order means to sort. You can sort numbers or shapes 
according to size.

hlopha/ho hlopha Ho hlopha ho bolela ho hlophisa. O ka hlophisa dipalo kapa 
dibopeho ho ya ka boholo ba tsona.

ordinal numbers Positions are given by ordinal numbers.
e.g. First, second, third, fourth, etc. according to the number in  
a display.

1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th

dipalo tsa odinale Maemo a fanwa ka dipalo tsa odinale.
mohl. Ya pele, ya bobedi, ya boraro ya bone, jj ho ya ka dipalo 
tse bontshitsweng.

ya 1 ya 2 ya 3 ya 4 ya 5 ya 6

organise (data) When you collect data you get all sorts of answers and they  
are not sorted out into categories. When you sort out the data, 
you organise it.

hlophisa (datha) Ha o bokelletsa datha o tla fumana mefuta yohle ya dikarabo 
tse sa hlophiswang ka dihlopha tsa tsona. Ha o hlophisa datha o 
e beha hantle.

orientation Direction. tshekamelo Tataiso ya tsela.

output The result or value produced by a function. sephetho Sephetho kapa boleng bo hlahiswang ke tshebetso.
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Pp
pace(s) A pace is a step that you take. The 

length of a pace is used to measure 
the lengths of other things, such as the 
length of your classroom.

(me) bohato Bohato ke mohato oo o o nkang. 
Bolelele ba bohato bo sebedisetswa ho 
lekanya bolelele ba dintho tse ding, tse 
kang bolelele ba phaposi ya hao ya ho 
rutela.

pair Put two things together (verb). Or, two of the same kind of thing 
(noun).

ho beha ka dipara Ho beha dintho tse pedi hammoho (leetsi). Kapa, tse pedi tsa 
mofuta o tshwanang wa ntho (lebitso).

parallelogram A quadrilateral with two pairs 
of parallel sides.

pharalelokramo Kwatrilaterale ya mahlakore 
a mane e nang le dipara tse 
pedi tsa mahlakore a bapileng.

part-part-whole 
model

A numeric model that shows 
numbers broken into parts, 
often written into a table called 
a number table.

whole

part part

moetso wa karolo-
karolo-e feletseng

Motlolo wa dipalo o bontshang 
dipalo tse arotsweng ka 
dikarolo, hangata tse 
ngolwang ka hara tafole e 
bitswang tafole ya dipalo.

e feletseng

karolo karolo

past/to (time) When you tell the time: if it is not exactly 3 o’clock (for example), 
it could be before 3 (e.g. 15 minutes to 3 o’clock) or after 3  
(e.g. 15 minutes past 3 o’clock).

kamorao ho/pele ho 
(nako)

Ha o fana ka nako (mohlala) mohlomong e se hora ya 3 
botsekeng, e ka ba pele ho hora ya 3 (mohl. metsotso e 15 pele 
ho hora ya 3)  (mohl. metsotso e 15 kamora hora ya 3).

pattern Something which has a regular form or design that you could 
repeat. When designs are repeated or a rule can be found for  
a number sequence we have found a pattern.
e.g. 4, 7, 10, … (Pattern – add 3 each time, starting at 4.)

(Pattern – triangle, square, circle, repeated.)

phethene Ntho e nang le sebopeho se tlwaelehileng kapa moralo oo o 
ka o phetang. Ha meralo e phetwa kapa molao o ka fumanwa 
bakeng sa tatellano ya palo re fumane phethene.
mohl. 4, 7, 10, … (Phethene – eketsa 3 nako le nako, ho qala ka 4.)  

(Phethene – kgutlotharo, sekwere, sedikadikwe, phetilwe.)
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pay Hand over money in exchange for goods.
e.g. If you pay for a loaf of bread at the shops you give money 
to the cashier.

patala Ho fana ka tjhelete hore o tle o fuwe thepa e itseng. 
mohl. Ha o patalla lofo ya bohobe mabenkeleng o fa morekisi 
tjhelete. 

perimeter The distance around a shape.
e.g. The perimeter of the square with sides 2 cm long will be:  
2 cm + 2 cm + 2 cm + 2 cm = 8 cm. If a shape has curved sides 
you can use a piece of string to find the perimeter – place 
the string carefully along the whole border of the shape, then 
straighten it out and see how much string was needed to go 
around the shape.

pherimithara Sebaka se potapotileng sebopeho.
mohl. Pherimithara ya sekwere se mahlakore ao bolelele ba 
ona e leng 2 cm e tla ba 2 cm + 2 cm + 2 cm + 2 cm = 8 cm. 
Haeba sebopeho se na le mahlakore a kobehileng o ka sebedisa 
sekotwana sa kgwele ho fumana pherimithara – beha kgwele ka 
hloko ho potoloha pheletso ya sebopeho, mme o e otlolle o tlo 
fumane hore ho hlokeha kgwele e kae ho potoloha sebopeho.

physical objects Real things.
e.g. Things which you work with when you count, such as stones, 
counters or blocks.

dintho tse 
tshwarehang

Dintho tsa nnete.
mohl. Dintho tseo o ka di sebedisang ha o bala, tse kang majwe, 
dibadi le diboloko.

pictograph 
(data)

A pictograph is a data 
graph which uses pictures to 
represent the data.
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Flower colours
kerafo ya 
setshwantsho 
(datha)

Kerafo ya setshwantsho ke 
kerafo ya datha e sebedisang 
ditshwantsho ho emela datha.
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Mebala ya dipalesa

place value In our number system, the decimal number system, the value 
of a digit depends on its place, or position, in the number. Each 
place has a value of 10 times the place to its right. The place 
values used in Grade 2 are tens and units.
e.g. This drawing shows 24 sticks. The place value of the  
2 is tens. (We can also say the 2 is in the tens place.)

24

tulo ya boleng Sisitiming ya rona ya dipalo, sistimi ya palo ya desimale, boleng 
ba nomoro bo ya ka sebaka seo e leng ho sona kapa boemong 
boo e leng ho bona. Tulo ka nngwe e na le boleng ba makgetlo 
a 10 ka lehlakoreng la yona. Ditulo tsa boleng tse sebediswang 
Kereiting ya 2 ke mashome le metso.
mohl. Motako ona o bontsha palo ya dithupa tse 24. Tulo ya 
boleng ba 2 ke mashome. Re ka nna ra re 2 e eme sebakeng sa 
mashome.

24
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plus Add. ha e kopanngwa le Kopanya.

popular
(most/least)

Something which is well liked.
e.g. The most popular item is 
liked the most (yellow flowers). 
The least popular thing is liked 
the least (purple flowers).

re
d
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Flower colours
e tsebahalang 
(boholo/bonyane)

Ntho e ratwang haholo.
mohl. Ntho e ratwang ka ho 
fetisisa e ratwa ka ho fetisisa 
(dipalesa tse tshehla). Ntho 
e nyenyane ka ho fetisisa 
e ratwang e ratwa haholo 
(dipalesa tse pherese).
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Mebala ya dipalesa

position The place where something is, 
compared to other things that are 
around it.
e.g. The position of the ball is on top of 
the box.

boemo Sebaka seo ntho e bapiswang le dintho 
tse e potapotileng. 
mohl. Boemo ba bolo bo hodima 
lebokose.

positive 
numbers

Numbers that are greater than zero. dipalo tsa phosithifi Dipalo tse kgolo ho noto.

positive sign The symbol (+) used to indicate a positive quantity. It can also 
be called a plus sign and denote the operation addition.

letshwao la phosithifi Letshwao la (+) le sebediswang ho bontsha bongata bo 
nepahetseng. Le ka boela la bitswa letshwao la ho kopanya le 
ho bolela tshebetso ya ho kopanya.

practical 
problems

Problems which relate to real things. You may come across these 
problems in your everyday life. Maths can sometimes be used to 
help you solve practical problems.
e.g. If you want to sell scones at school to raise money and you 
sell each scone for R3,00 how many scones must you sell to 
make R30?

mathata a tse 
bonahalang

Mathata a amanang le dintho tsa nnete. O ka nna wa kopana le 
mathata ana bophelong ba hao ba ka mehla. Mmetse o ka nna 
wa o thusa ho rarolla mathata a tse bonahalang. 
mohl. Haeba o batla ho rekisa disekone sekolong ho nyolla 
mokotla wa tjhelete mme o rekisa se le seng ka R3,00, o ka 
rekisa disekone tse kae hore o etse R30?

predict To make a guess about what will happen based on information 
that you have.

ho hakanya Ho etsa kgakanyo ka se tla etsahala ho latela tlhahisoleseding 
eo o nang le yona.

predictable In an expected way.
e.g. Patterns behave in a way that is predictable. You can use the 
rule of the pattern to predict (work out) what another term in the 
pattern will be.

e hakanyetsehang Ka tsela e lebeletsweng. 
mohl. Diphethene di sebetsa ka tsela e hakanyetsehang.
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prediction A prediction is a guess (not a wild guess, you think carefully 
about it) about something happening a certain way.

bolepo Bolepo ke ha o inahanela ntho (o ikgella hloohong feela ha o 
nahana ka yona) kapa ka ketsahalo ya mokgwa o itseng.

prism A geometric shape that has a base that can vary but the other 
faces are all rectangles or squares. A cube is a special prism 
which has all of its faces squares.

prisimi Sebopeho sa jeometri se nang le motheo o ka fapana empa 
difahleho tse ding kaofela ke dikgutlonnetsepa kapa dikwere. 
Khiubu ke prisimi e kgethehileng e nang le difahleho tsohle tsa 
yona tse dikwere.

problem The word ‘problem’ is sometimes used for a ‘question’ in maths.
e.g. ‘Solve the following problems’ is an instruction to find the 
solutions (answers) to some given questions.

bothata Lentswe ‘bothata’ ka dinako tse ding le sebedisetswa ho botsa 
‘potso’ mmetseng. 
mohl. ‘Rarolla mathata a latelang’ ke taelo ya ho fumana 
ditharollo (dikarabo) dipotsong tse ding tse fanweng.

problem solving When you solve maths problems by thinking through the given 
information. You could use drawings or models to help you.

ho rarolla bothata Ha o rarolla mathata a mmetse ka ho nahana ka 
tlhahisoleseding e fanweng. O ka sebedisa metako kapa 
mehlala ho o thusa.

proportional A relationship where a change in one variable leads to a 
corresponding change in another variable.
e.g. If an object travels at a constant speed, then the distance 
travelled is directly proportional to the time spent travelling.

e lekanyeditsweng Kamano moo phetoho ya phapang e le nngwe e lebisang 
phetohong e dumellanang le phetoho e nngwe.
mohl. Haeba ntho e tsamaya ka lebelo le sa kgaotseng, jwale 
sebaka seo e tsamaileng ho sona se lekanyeditswe ka ho toba 
le nako e sebedisitsweng leetong.

public holidays Days which are given as holidays by the government.
e.g. In South Africa, 16 June is a public holiday.

matsatsi a phomolo 
ya bohle

Matsatsi ao mmuso o fanang ka ona a phomolo ya bohle.
mohl. Afrika Borwa letsatsi la la 16 Phupjane ke letsatsi la 
phomolo ya bohle.

pyramid A geometric shape that has a base that 
can change but all of the other faces 
are triangles.

phiramiti Sebopeho sa jeometri se nang le 
bokatlase bo sa tshwaneng empa 
difahleho tse ding e le dikgutlotharo.
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Qq
quantity How much or how many. bongata Ke bokae kapa ke tse kae.

quarter A fraction that is made by finding four equal sized parts of the 
whole.

kotara Frakshene e entsweng ho fumana boholo ba dikarolo tse nne 
tsa ntho e feletseng.

quarter of  
an hour

The length of time when an hour is divided into four equal parts. 
Each part is 15 minutes. There are 15 minutes in a quarter of an 
hour. There are 45 minutes in three quarters of an hour.

kotara ya hora Bolelele ba nako ha hora e arolwa dikarolo tse nne tse lekanang. 
Kotara ka nngwe e na le metsotso e 15. Ho na le metsotso e 45 
dikotareng tse tharo tsa hora.

Rr
rands and cents Money values used in South 

Africa.
diranta le disente Boleng ba tjhelete ya Afrika 

Borwa.

range The set of all y-values (or output values) is called the range of  
a relation or function.

mefuta Sete ya boleng bohle ba y (kapa boleng ba tlhahiso) se bitswa 
mofuta wa kamano kapa tshebetso.

reciprocal The inverse of a number or a value.
e.g. The reciprocal of 3 is 1 divided by 3 (or 1 ÷ 3), which is the 
fraction 1

3.

The reciprocal of a fraction is the inverse of that fraction.
e.g. The reciprocal of 65 is 56 .

fapanyetsana Ho fapanyetsana ke phetohelo ya palo kapa boleng.
mohl. Ho fapanyetsana ha 3 ke 1 e arotswe ka 3 (kapa 1 ÷ 3),  
e leng frakshene ya 1

3. 

Kakaretso ya frakshene ke ho fapanyetsana ha frakshene eo. 
mohl. Phapanyetsano ya 65 ke 56 .

recognise Know what something looks like. hlokomela Ho tseba kamoo ntho e shebahalang kateng.
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record Write something down.
e.g. Record your answer means ‘write down your answer’.  
Record the data items means ‘write down the data facts that 
you find’.

rekota Ho ngola ho hong fatshe.
mohl. Rekota karabo ya hao ho bolela hore ‘ngola karabo ya 
hao’. Rekota dintho tsa datha ho bolela ‘ngola dinnete tsa datha 
tseo o di fumanang’. 

rectangle A shape with 4 straight sides and  
4 square corners. Opposite sides are 
equal.

kgutlonnetsepa Sebopeho se nang le mahlakore a 4 a 
otlolohileng le dikhona tse 4. Mahlakore 
a shebaneng a lekana.

rectangular 
prism

A 3-D object that has 6 faces with 
rectangles as its base.

prisimi ya 
kgutlonnetsepa

Prisimi ya kgutlonnetsepa ke 
sebopeho sa mahlakore a 3 se nang le 
difahleho tse 6 le motheo wa yona e le 
dikgutlonnetsepa.

reduction To decrease the size of a figure 
without changing its shape.

phokotso Ho fokotsa boholo ba 
setshwantsho ntle le ho fetola 
sebopeho sa sona.

regular pattern A pattern that increases in the same way.
e.g. Numeric patterns that get bigger by 15 each time – 15, 30, 45, 
60, 75, … This is a regular pattern – you can work out more terms 
in the sequence because you can identify the rule behind the 
regular increases in the pattern.

phethene e 
tlwaelehileng

Phethene e eketsehang ka mokgwa o le mong. 
mohl. Diphethene tsa dinomoro tse holang ka di-15 nako le 
nako – 15, 30, 45, 60, 75, ... Ena ke phethene e tlwaelehileng – o ka 
etsa ditatellano tse ngata hobane o kgona ho fumana molao o 
sebediswang mabapi le kgodiso ya phethene.

relation A relationship between sets of values. In maths, the relation 
is between the x-values (input values) and y-values (output 
values) of ordered pairs.

kamano Kamano ke kamano pakeng tsa disete tsa boleng. Mmetseng, 
kamano e pakeng tsa boleng ba x (boleng ba tlatsetso) le 
boleng ba y (boleng ba tlhahiso) ya dipara tse hlophilweng.

relation: ordered 
pair

An ordered pair is represented as (x, y) or (input, output).  
A relation shows the relationship between all input and output 
values, whereas a function is a relation which derives one output 
for each given input. 

kamano: para e 
hlophisitsweng

Para e hlophisitsweng e emetswe ke (x, y) kapa (tlatsetso, 
tlhahiso). Kamano e bontsha kamano dipakeng tsa boleng bohle 
ba tlatsetso le tlhahiso, athe tshebetso ke kamano e hlahisang 
tlhahiso e le nngwe bakeng sa tlatsetso ka nngwe e fanwang.
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relative amount Relative amounts, numbers or values are dependent on other 
numbers.

bongata bo sa 
ikemelang

Bongata bo sa ikemelang, dipalo kapa boleng bo itshetlehile ka 
dipalo tse ding.

religious 
festivals

Days on which people of a given religion celebrate something 
special.
e.g. Easter, Diwali, Ramadan, Passover.

Mekete ya bodumedi Matsatsi ao batho ba tumelo e itseng ba ketekelang ho hong ho 
ikgethileng.
mohl. Labohlano le Halalelang, Diwali, Ramadan, Paseka.

remainder Something that is left over.
e.g. If I share 7 sweets between 2 children, each child gets  
3 sweets and there is one sweet left over.

masalla Ntho e setseng.
mohl. Ha ke arola dipompong tse 7 pakeng tsa bana ba 2, 
ngwana ka mong o fumana dipompong tse 3 ebe ho sala e le 
nngwe.

repeat Happen again. Say or write more than once. ho pheta Ho etsahala hape. Ho bua kapa ho ngola ka makgetlo a fetang 
bonngwe. 

repeated 
addition

Adding the same number many times.
e.g. 4 + 4 + 4 + 4 + 4 = 20
(In this way we have found by repeated addition that five 4’s is 
equal to 20.)

ho kopanya ho 
phetwang

Ho kopanya palo e tshwanang makgetlo a mangata.
mohl. 4 + 4 + 4 + 4 + 4 = 20 
(Ka tsela ena re fumana ka ho kopanya ho phetwang hore di-4 
tse phetwang ha 5 di etsa 20.)

represent (data) Make a drawing to show the data that you have collected.
e.g. A graph such as a pictograph is used to represent data.

e emetseng (datha) Etsa setshwantsho ho bontsha datha eo o e bokeletseng. 
mohl. Kerafo e jwalo ka kerafo ya setshwantsho e sebedisetswa 
ho emela datha.

result The answer. sephetho Karabo.

reverse To go in the opposite direction. kgutlela morao Ho ya ka nqa e fapaneng.

right/ 
right hand side

Your body has a left side and a right 
side. The right hand is on the right side 
of the body.

left right

letona/lehlakore la 
letsoho le letona

Mmele wa hao o na le lehlakore le 
letshehadi le lehlakore le letona.
Letsoho le letona le ka lehlakoreng le 
letona la mmele wa hao.

letshehadi

letona
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roll or slide This tin rolls on the curved surface but it slides on the flat 
surface of the can.

theteha kapa thella Lekotikoti lena le theteha hodima motheo o mothinya empa le 
thella motheong o sephara.

root or radical 
sign

The symbol √
___

, which expresses a root, in this case a square 
root (since we do not write √

___2 when we write a square root 
symbolically). We can take any root of a number.
e.g. √

___3 is the cube root while √
___n represents the nth root, 

where n can be any number.

motso kapa 
letshwao la phetoho

Letshwao √
___

, le hlahisang motso, tabeng ena motso wa 
sekwere (kaha ha re ngole √

___2  ha re ngola motso wa 
sekwere ka matshwao). Re ka nka motso ofe kapa ofe wa palo, 
mohl. √

___3  ke motso wa khiubu ha √
___n  e emela motso wa 

nth, moo n e ka bang palo efe kapa efe.

rotate Turn around. potoloha Reteleha.

round/curved 
sides

An edge of a shape that is curved.
e.g. A circle has a round (curved) edge.

mahlakore a tjhitja/
kobehileng

Ntlha ya sebopeho se kobehileng.
mohl. Sedikadikwe se na le ntlha e 
potolohang (kobehileng).

rounding off When you want to simplify a situation you can round off a 
number – this means you make it a number that ends in zero.
e.g. 52 rounded off to the nearest ten is 50.

50 60 70 80 90 1000 10 20 30 40

55 56 57 58 59 6050 51 52 53 54

52

katametso Ha o batla ho bebofatsa maemo o ka atametsa palo haufi – 
sena se bolela hore o etse palo hore e qetele ka noto.
mohl. 52 ha e atametswa haufi le leshome ke 50.

50 60 70 80 90 1000 10 20 30 40

55 56 57 58 59 6050 51 52 53 54

52
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rows (and 
columns)

A set of objects or numbers can be 
arranged in order, often in rows and 
columns in a grid/array.
e.g. The rows go across from left to 
right in the grid. The columns go from 
top to bottom in the grid.

mela (le dikholomo) Sete ya dintho kapa dipalo e ka 
hlophiswa ka taellano, hangata ho ya ka 
mela kapa dikholomo kiriting/letotong.
mohl. Mela e ya ka mose ho tloha 
lehlakoreng le letshehadi ho ya ho le 
letona ka hara kiriti. Dikholomo di tloha 
hodimo ho ya tlase kiriting.

Ss
same as/ 
the same as

Equal to (in number).
e.g. 5 is the same as 4 + 1.

Of the same form or outline (shape).
e.g.  is the same as  .

ho tshwana le/ 
e tshwana le

Lekana le (ka palo).
mohl. 5 e tshwana le 4 + 1.

Ya sebopeho kapa kemiso e tshwanang (sebopeho)..
mohl. e tshwana le  .

scale/balance 
scale

An instrument used to measure or 
compare the mass of different objects.

sekala/sekala sa ho 
lekanya

Ke ntho e sebediswang ho lekanya 
kapa ho bapisa boima ba dintho tse 
fapaneng.

scale (map 
scale)

The ratio of the reduced distance shown on a map to the actual 
distance on a map.
e.g. If a map is drawn to a scale of 1:50 it means that 1 cm on the 
map represents 50 cm in reality.

sekala (sekala sa 
mmapa)

Reshio ya sebaka se fokotsehileng se bontshitsweng mmapeng 
ho ya ho sebaka sa mmapa.
mohl. Ha mmapa o hulwa sekaleng sa 1:50 ho bolela hore 1 cm 
mmapeng e emetse 50 cm bonneteng.

scale factor Used to determine how many times larger or smaller one object 
or figure is to another.

fektha ya sekala Fektha ya sekala e sebediswa ho fumana hore na ntho e le 
nngwe e kgolo kapa e nyane haholo hakae ho e nngwe.

seasons Periods of the year: spring, summer, autumn and winter. dinako tsa selemo Dinako tsa selemo: selemo, lehlabula, hwetla le mariha.

sequence/
sequencing 
events

Things that happen (events) can be put in date/time order, 
when you are given their dates/times. This is called sequencing 
the events.
e.g. The sequence of events in your day could be: eat breakfast, 
go to school, do your homework, eat supper, go to bed.

tatelano/tatelano ya 
diketsahalo

Dintho (diketsahalo) tse etsahalang di ka behwa ho ya ka 
letsatsi/nako, ha o filwe matsatsi/dinako. Hona ho bitswa 
tatellano ya diketsahalo. 
mohl. Tatellano ya diketsalo tsa letsatsi la hao e ka ba: ho ja 
dijo tsa hoseng, ho ya sekolong, ho etsa mosebetsi wa hao wa 
sekolo hae, ho ja dijo tsa mantsiboya, ho robala. 
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shape Form or outline. sebopeho Sebopeho kapa kemiso. 

shapes 2-D  
(two-
dimensional 
shapes)

Shapes such as triangles, squares, rectangles, circles, etc. dibopeho tsa 2-D 
(dibopeho tse 
mahlakore a 2)

Dibopeho tse kang dikgutlotharo, dikwere, dikgutlonnnetsepa, 
dididkadikwe, j.j.

shared 
amongst/
between

We say ‘shared amongst’ when we share out to more than two 
people and ‘shared between’ when we share between 2 people.
e.g. 24 sweets are shared amongst 6 boys. How many sweets 
will each boy get? 4 biscuits are shared between 2 girls.  
How many biscuits will each girl get?

ho arola mahareng 
a/pakeng tsa

Re re ‘arolwa mahareng a’ ha re arola ntho pakeng tsa batho ba 
fetang babedi le ‘arola dipakeng tsa’ ha re arola dipakeng tsa 
batho ba 2.
mohl. Dipompong tse 24 di arolwa mahareng a bashanyana 
ba 6. Moshanyana ka mong o tla fumana dipompong tse kae? 
Dibisikiti tse 4 di arolwa dipakeng tsa banana ba 2. Ngwanana 
ka mong o fumana dibisikiti tse kae?

sharing equally When you share by giving the same amount to each person.
e.g. Each child gets 2 pieces of bread.

ho arola ka ho 
lekana

Ha o arola ka ho fana ka bongata bo lekanang ho motho ka 
mong.
mohl. Ngwana ka mong o fumana maqhetswana a mabedi a 
bohobe.

sharing 
(division)

When you distribute objects among a certain number of people 
you are ‘sharing’ the objects. You can divide numbers by finding 
out how you share them.
e.g. If you have 12 flowers, and you share them equally among  
4 children, how many flowers will each child get? (12 ÷ 4 = )

12 ÷ 4 = 3  
Each child will get 3 flowers. 

ho arola (arola) Ha o aba dintho hara palo e itseng ya batho o ‘arola’ dintho.  
O ka arola dipalo ka ho fumana hore na o di arolelana jwang.
mohl. Haeba o na le dipalesa tse 12, mme o di arola mahareng a 
bana ba 4 ka ho lekana, ngwana ka mong o tla fumana dipalesa 
tse kae? (12 ÷ 4 = )

12 ÷ 4 = 3 
Ngwana ka mong a ka fumana dipalesa tse 3.

short, shorter, 
shortest

You can compare the lengths of 
different objects using the words short, 
shorter, shortest.
e.g. The grey pencil is short, the black 
pencil is shorter, the white pencil is the 
shortest.

kgutshwane, 
kgutshwanyane, 
kgutswane ka ho 
fetisisa

O ka bapisa bolelele ba dintho tse 
fapaneng o sebedisa kgutshwane, 
kgutshwanyane, kgutshwane ka ho 
fetisisa.
mohl. Pentshele ena e thokwa e 
kgutshwane, pentshele ena e ntsho e 
kgutshwanyane, pentshele ena e tshweu 
e kgutshwane ka ho fetisisa.
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short time When a little or small amount of time has passed, we say that 
something has taken a short time.

nako e kgutshwane Ha nako e nyane e fetile,re re ntho e nkile nako e kgutshwane.

side When you look at something from the 
side of something, not from the front 
or back.
e.g. This is the side view of a car.

lehlakore Ha o sheba ntho lehlakoreng e seng 
kapele kapa kamorao.
mohl. Ena ke tjhebeho ya lehlakore la 
koloi.

similar Having the same shape but not necessarily the same size. tshwana Ho ba le sebopeho se tshwanang empa eseng hakaalo ka 
boholo bo lekanang.

simplify  
a fraction

Fractions in their lowest, reduced and simplest form.  
The numerator and denominator of the fraction are reduced  
to the extent that the only common factor between them is 1.
e.g. 23 is the simplified fraction for 46 , 8

12 , 16
24 and so on.

ho nolofatsa 
frakshene

Difrakshene tse nolofaditsweng ke difrakshene ka mokgwa o 
tlase, o fokotsehileng le o bonolo ka ho fetisisa. Lebadi le searodi 
tsa frakshene di fokotswa ho isa tekanyong ya hore fektha eo e 
leng yona feela e tlwaelehileng pakeng tsa tsona ke 1. 
mohl. 23 ke frakshene e nolofaditsweng bakeng sa 46 , 8

12 , 16
24  

jwalo-jwalo.

sixth/sixths A fraction that is made by finding six equal sized parts of  
the whole.

karolo ya 
botshelela/dikarolo 
tsa botshelela

Frakshene e entsweng ka ho fumana dikarolo tse tsheletseng 
tse lekanang tsa boholo.

size How big or small something is. This refers to the dimensions or 
proportions of the object.

boholo Hore na ntho e kgolo kapa e nyane hakae. Sena se bolela 
dikarolo kapa boholo ba ntho.

skip counting Counting forwards or backwards in multiples or intervals of  
a given number.
e.g. 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, …

ho bala ka ho tlola Ho balla pele kapa morao ka makgetlo a mangata kapa ka 
dinako tsa palo e fanweng.
mohl. 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, ...

slower/ 
slower than

Does not go quickly.
e.g. The snail goes slowly. It goes slower than I can walk.

butle/butle ho feta Ha e tsamaye kapele. 
mohl. Kgofu e tsamaya butle. E tsamaya butle ho feta ha ke 
tsamaya.
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small 
demarcations

Little marks which are used to label a 
measuring scale.
e.g. The small demarcations on 
this scale show the units (in grams) 
between 0 kg and 1 kg, 1 kg and 2 kg, 
and so on.

0 1
2
3

456
7

8
9

meedi e 
menyenyane

Matshwao a manyane a sebediswang 
ho leibola sekala sa tekanyo.
mohl. Meedi e menyenyane sekaleng 
sena e bontsha diyuniti (ka digramo) 
pakeng tsa 0 kg le 1 kg, 1 kg le 2 kg, 
jwalo-jwalo.

0 1
2
3

456
7

8
9

small, smaller, 
smallest (shape)

Shapes come in different sizes and can 
be ordered according to their size.
e.g. The first circle is small, the second 
circle is smaller, the third circle is the 
smallest.

nyane, nyenyane, 
nyane ka ho fetisisa 
(sebopeho)

Dibopeho di tla ka boholo bo fapaneng 
ebile di ka behwa ho ya ka boholo ba 
tsona.
mohl. Sedikadikwe sa pele se se nyane, 
sa bobedi se se nyenyane, sa boraro se 
se nyane ka ho fetisisa.

smaller than The symbol < means smaller/less than.
e.g. We read 4 < 9 as “4 is less than 9”. This is true because 4 is  
a smaller number than 9.

nyane ho feta Letshwao < le hlalosa bonyane/bonyane ho.
mohl. Re bala 4 < 9 jwaloka “4 e nyane ho 9”. Sena ke nnete 
hobane 4 ke palo e nyane ho 9.

smallest 
(number)

When we write numbers in order we will write them from the 
smallest to the biggest or from the biggest to the smallest.
e.g. 32, 33, 34, 35 is written from the smallest to the biggest.

nyane ka ho fetisisa 
(palo)

Ha re ngola palo ka mokgwa ona re tla ngola ho tloha ho e 
nyane ka ho fetisisa ho ya ho e kgolo ka ho fetisisa kapa ho 
tloha ho e kgolo ka ho fetisisa ho ya ho e nyane ka ho fetisisa.
mohl. 32, 33, 34, 35 e ngotswe ho tloha ho e nyane ka ho fetisisa 
ho ya ho e kgolo ka ho fetisisa.

solution The answer to a problem/question.
e.g. Find the solution means find the answer.

tharollo Karabo ya bothata/potso.
mohl. Fumana tharollo ho bolela hore ‘fumana karabo’.

solve Find the answer or solution to a problem. rarolla Fumana karabo kapa tharollo mabapi le bothata.

sort (into 
groups)

To put into order. To arrange 
the same things into a group.
e.g. The shapes have been 
sorted into balls and boxes.

ho hlopha  
(ka dihlopha)

Ho beha ka tatellano. Ho beha 
dintho tse tshwanang  
ka sehlopha. 
mohl. Dibopeho di arotswe ka 
dibolo le mabokose.
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sort data To sort data you use categories. The categories give some of the 
different types into which the data can be sorted.
e.g. Cars come in different colours. You can group cars by their 
colour, then the car colours form categories, such as red, green, 
white and blue. When you have sorted the data you will know 
how many of each category of data you have.

hlopha datha Ho hlopha datha o sebedisa dihlopha. Dihlopha di fana ka 
mefuta e meng e fapaneng eo datha e ka hlophiswang ho yona.
mohl. Dikoloi di tla ka mebala e fapaneng. O ka hlophisa dikoloi 
ho ya ka mmala wa tsona, ebe mebala ya koloi e etsa dihlopha, 
tse jwalo ka, kgubedu, tala, tshweu le e putswa. Ha o se o 
hlophile datha o tla tseba hore na o na le bokae ba sehlopha ka 
seng sa data.

sort (by size) Put things in order.
e.g. These circles have been sorted 
from biggest to smallest.

hlopha (dibopeho) Ho latellisa dintho.
mohl. Didikadikwe di hlophilwe ho tloha 
ho se seholo ka ho fetisisa ho ya ho se 
senyane ka ho fetisisa.

spend When you use money to buy things. ho sebedisa tjhelete Ha o sebedisa tjhelete ho reka dintho.

sphere A round 3-D object. The mathematical name for a ball.  
See ball shape.

tjhitja Ntho e tjhitja ya 3-D. Lebitso le sebediswang mabapi le bolo 
mmetseng. Sheba sebopeho sa bolo.

spider diagram A diagram which gives input 
and output numbers and tells 
you what to do to turn the 
input into output.
e.g. In this spider diagram you 
have to add 30 to all of the 
given input numbers to get the 
output.

5

52

47

34

26

+30

35

56

input output

rule

dayakeramo ya 
sekgo

Dayakeramo e fanang ka 
tshebetso le sephetho sa 
dipalo mme e bolelang kamoo 
o lokelang ho sebetsa kateng 
ho fumana sephetho. 
mohl. Dayakeramong ena ya 
sekgo e lokela ho kopanya 30 
dipalong tseo o di filweng hore 
o fumane sephetho. 

5

52

47

34

26

+30

35

56

e kenang sephetho

molao

square A shape with 4 straight sides which are 
equal in length and 4 square corners.

sekwere Sebopeho sa mahlakore a 4 a lekanang 
ka bolelele le dikhona tse 4 tsa sekwere.

square number We need to multiply a given number by itself to find its square 
number. The square term is always represented by a number 
raised to the power of 2.
e.g. The square of 6 is 6 multiplied by 6, i.e., 6 × 6 = 62 = 36.

palo ya sekwere Re hloka ho atisa palo e fanweng ka bo yona ho fumana palo 
ya yona ya sekwere. Lereo la sekwere le dula le emetswe ke 
palo e phahamisitsweng ho matla a 2.
mohl. Sekwere sa 6 ke 6 se atisitsweng ka 6, ke hore,  
6 × 6 = 62 = 36.
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square root A square root of a number is a value that can be multiplied by 
itself to give the original number.
e.g. The square root of 9 is 3, written as √

__
9 = 3, because when  

3 is multiplied by itself the answer is 9.

motso wa sekwere Motso wa sekwere wa palo ke boleng bo ka atiswang ka bo 
bona ho fana ka palo ya mantlha.
mohl. Motso wa sekwere wa 9 ke 3, o ngolwang e le  
√
__
9 = hobane ha 3 e atiswa ka boyona re fumana 9.

standard cup A cup which has an expected capacity of 250 ml. kopi ya ho lekanya 
ka tekanyetso

Kopi eo ho lebeletsweng hore e tshele mothamo wa 250 ml.

standard unit When you measure formally, 
you use standard units of 
length.
e.g. If you measure the width 
of your school desk using a 
tape measure, you are using 
centimetres as a formal unit.

yuniti ya tekanyo Ha o lekanya ka semmuso, o 
sebedisa yuniti ya semmuso 
ya bolelele. 
mohl. Haeba o lekanya 
bophara ba deske ya sekolo 
sa hao o sebedisa theipi 
ya ho lekanya, o sebedisa 
disentimithara e le yuiniti ya 
semmuso.

starting point The point where you should begin.
e.g. When you measure using a ruler, the starting point  
is 0 (zero).

ntlha ya qalo Ntlha moo o lokelang ho qala teng. 
mohl. Ha o lekanya o sebedisa rulara, o qala ntlheng ya ho qala 
ka 0 (noto).

straight sides An edge of a shape that is not curved.
e.g. A square has straight edges.

mahlakore a 
otlolohileng

Ntlha ya sebopeho seo e seng se kobehileng.
mohl. Sekwere se na le mahlakore a otlolohileng.

straight sides/
round sides

A straight side is not curved and a 
round side is curved.
e.g. A square has straight sides and  
a circle has round sides.

mahlakore a 
otlolohileng/
mahlakore a tjhitja

Lehlakore le otlolohileng ha se lehlakore 
le kobehileng mme lehlakore le tjhitja le 
kobehile. 
mohl. Sekwere se na le mahlakore a 
otlolohileng mme sedikadikwe se na le 
mahlakore a tjhitja.

strategy A method for working something out. mokgwa Mokgwa wa ho sebetsa ho hong.

subtract Take away. tlosa Ho ntsha.

subtraction The operation that involves taking one number away from 
another number.

ho tlosa Mosebetsi o etsang hore re tlose palo e nngwe ho e nngwe.

subtraction 
facts

The difference between numbers.
e.g. 10 – 1 = 9; 10 – 2 = 8, etc.

dintlha tsa ho tlosa Phapang dipakeng tsa dipalo.
mohl. 10 – 1 = 9; 10 – 2 = 8, jwalo-jwalo.
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sum The answer you get when you add.
e.g. The sum of 5 and 8 is 13.

kakaretso Karabo eo o e fumanang ha o kopanya.
mohl. Kakaretso ya 5 le 8 ke 13.

surface The faces of a shape make up its surface – this is the outside 
area of a 3-D object. A surface can be flat or curved.
e.g. A sphere has one curved surface, a cone has one curved 
surface and one flat surface (or face).

motheo Difahleho tsa sebopeho di etsa motheo wa sona – sena ke 
bokantle ba sebaka sa sebopeho sa 3–D. Bokahodimo bo ka ba 
sephara kapa ba kobeha.
mohl. Tjhitja e na le bokahodimo bo le bong bo kobehileng, 
khoune e na le bokahodimo bo le bong bo kobehileng le 
bokahodimo bo le bong bo bataletseng (kapa sefahleho).

symbol A sign used to write something.
e.g. The digits we use to write numbers are symbols.  
The operation signs are also symbols, of a different kind.

letshwao Letshwao le sebediswang ho ngola ho hong. 
mohl. Dinomoro tseo re di sebedisang ho ngola dipalo ke 
matshwao. Matshwao a tshebetso le ona ke matshwao a mofuta 
o itseng.

symmetrical A shape which has the property of symmetry is called 
symmetrical.

tshwano Sebopeho se nang le mola wa ho tshwana se bitswa tshwano.

symmetry/lines 
of symmetry

We see symmetry in a shape when one half of it is a mirror 
image of the other half. The line of symmetry is the line we draw 
between the two symmetrical halves of the shape.
e.g. Some shapes have one line of symmetry, others have more 
than one. Some shapes are not symmetrical.

ho tshwana/mola wa 
ho tshwana

Re bona ho tshwana ha halofo ya lehlakore le leng la 
sebopeho e le seipone sa le leng. Mola wa ho tshwana ke mola 
o torouwang bohareng ba dihalofo tsena tsa sebopeho tse 
tshwanang. 
mohl. Dibopeho tse ding di na le mola o le mong wa ho tshwana, 
tse ding di na le mela e ka hodimo ho o le mong. Dibopeho tse 
ding ha di tshwane.

Tt
table Mathematical information organised in columns and rows. tafole Ditaba tsa mmetse tse hlophisitsweng ka dikholomo le mela.

take away Take away is another way of saying subtract. It is less formal. nka Ho nka ke mokgwa o mong o bolelang ho tlosa. O batla e se wa 
semolao.
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taller More tall.
e.g. This giraffe is taller than the buck.

bolelele ho feta Teletsana. 
mohl. Thuhlo ena e telele ho feta letsa.

tallest The one that has the most height.
e.g. The third giraffe is the tallest.

e telele ka ho fetisisa E nang le bophahamo bo fetisisang.
mohl. Thuhlo ya boraro ke e telele ka ho 
fetisisa.

tally Using marks (called tallies) to keep a record of counting. thali Ho sebedisa matshwao (a bitswang a thali) ho boloka rekoto ya 
ho bala.

tally table A table in which you record 
tally marks while you count up 
items.

Favourite colour

Colour Tally

red e

blue eA

yellow AAAA

green ee

tafole ya thali Tafole eo o rekotang 
matshwao a thali ha o ntse o 
bala dintho.

Mebala e ratwang 

Mmala Thali

mofubedu e

moputswa eA

mosehla AAAA

motala ee

teaspoon A measuring instrument for small quantities. A teaspoon has  
a capacity of 5 ml.

thispuni Sesebediswa sa ho lekanya dintho tse nyane. Thispuni e na le 
bokgoni ba 5 ml.

techniques Ways of doing things.
e.g. There are techniques for adding, such as breaking down  
and building up.

mekgwa Ditsela tsa ho etsa dintho. 
mohl. Ho na le mekgwa ya ho kopanya, jwalo ka ho arola le ho 
haha. 
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telling the time When you say what the time is, you are telling the time. ho bolela nako Ha o bolela nako ke ha o re nako ke mang.

temperature A measurement of how hot or cold something is. This is 
measured in degrees. In South Africa we use the Celsius scale.

themperetjhara Tekanyo ya hore na ntho e tjhesa kapa e bata hakae. Sena 
se lekanngwa ka dikgato. Afrika Borwa re sebedisa sekala sa 
Celsius.

ten frame A drawing or card of 10 adjoining 
squares, which is used as a visual 
aid for counting and performing 
operations.

6

foreimi ya leshome Setshwantsho kapa karete ya dikwere 
tse 10 tse hokahaneng tse sebediswang 
e le thuso ya pono bakeng sa ho bala le 
ho etsa ditshebetso.

6
tens When things or objects come in groups 

of ten.
e.g. We can count: 10, 20 
We can say: 2 groups of 10 or 10 + 10  
or 2 × 10.

mashome Ha dintho di behwa ka dihlopha tsa 
mashome.
mohl. Re ka bala: 10, 20 
Re ka re: dihlopha tse pedi tsa di-10 
kapa 10 + 10 kapa 2 × 10.

tens and units In our number system, the decimal 
number system, the value of a digit 
depends on its place, or position, in 
the number. The place values used in 
Grade 2 are tens and units.
e.g. How many sticks are there?  
There are 24 sticks. When you write  
24 there is a 2 in the tens place and  
a 4 in the units place.

24

mashome le metso/
di-nngwe

Sistiming ya rona ya dipalo, sistimi 
ya dipalo tsa desimale, boleng ba 
nomoro, kapa boemo, palong. Tulo ya 
boleng e sebediswang Kereiting ya 2 ke 
mashome le metso.
mohl. Dithupa di kae? Dithupa di 24. 
Ha o ngola 24 ho na le 2 e emetseng 
boleng ba mashome le 4 e emetseng 
boleng ba metso/di-nngwe.

24

term Algebraic expressions are made of terms. A term can be a 
number, a variable, product of two or more variables or product 
of a number and a variable. An algebraic expression is formed 
by a single term or by a group of terms. 

lereo Ditlhaloso tsa aljebra di entswe ka mantswe. Lereo e ka ba palo, 
e feto-fetohang, sehlahiswa sa mefuta e mmedi kapa ho feta 
kapa sehlahiswa sa palo le se fapaneng. Polelo ya aljebra e 
entswe ka lentswe le le leng kapa ka sehlopha sa mantswe.

thermometer Instrument for measuring temperature. thermomethara Sesebediswa sa ho lekanya themperetjhara.
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thicker/thinner Words to describe the width (how wide) something is.
e.g. This line    is thicker than that line   .

e.g. This book is thinner than  

that book .

e morumo/e sesane Mantswe a sebediswang ho hlalosa bophara (ho pharalla) ba 
ntho e itseng.
mohl. Mola ona    o morumo ho feta mola wane 

 . 

mohl. Buka ena ie sesane ho feta 

buka eno .

thirds A fraction that is made by finding three equal sized parts of  
the whole.

dikarolo tsa boraro Frakshene e entswe ka ho fumana dikarolo tsa boholo bo 
lekanang tsa e feletseng.

three-digit 
number

A number which is written using three digits.
e.g. 356 is a 3-digit number.

palo e dinomoro  
di tharo

Palo e ngotsweng ka ho sebedisa dinomoro tse tharo.
mohl. 356 ke palo ya dinomoro tse 3.

three quarters A fraction that is made by taking three of four equal sized parts 
of the whole, i.e. three quarters.

dikotara tse tharo Frakshene e entswe ka ho fumana dikarolo tse tharo tsa tse nne 
tse lekanang tsa e feletseng, ke hore, dikotara tse tharo. 

threes When things or objects come in groups of three. 
e.g. We can count: 3, 6, 9, 12  
We can say: 4 groups of 3 or 3 + 3 + 3 + 3 or 4 × 3.

di-tharo Ha dintho di behilwe ka dihlopha tsa tharo.
mohl. Re bala: 3, 6, 9, 12 
Re ka re: dihlopha tse 4 tsa bo-3 kapa 3 + 3 + 3 + 3 kapa 4 × 3.

tiling Cover a surface with tiles. Do not leave 
gaps or overlap the tiles.
e.g. This surface has been tiled with 
rectangles.

ho thaela Ho kwahela sebaka sa motheo ka 
dithaele. O se ke wa siya dikgeo kapa 
wa hatisa dithaele.
mohl. Motheo ona o entswe ka dithaele 
tsa dikgutlonnetsepa.
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time Time is what a clock measures. nako Nako ke seo tleloko e se lekanyang.

time passed The amount of time between two events.
e.g. The time passed between breakfast at 7 o’clock in the 
morning and lunch at 1 o’clock in the afternoon is 6 hours.

nako e fetileng Nako e fetileng dipakeng tsa diketsahalo. 
mohl. Nako e fetileng dipakeng tsa dijo tsa hoseng ka 7 le dijo 
tsa motshehare ka 1 ke dihora tse 6. 

times tables The basic multiplication facts. The multiples of all of the single 
digit numbers.

ditafole tsa katiso Dintlha tsa motheo tsa katiso. Dikatiso tsa dipalo tsa dinomoro 
di le ding.

today The present day or this day. kajeno Letsatsing lena.

tomorrow The day after today. hosane Letsatsi le hlahlamang lena.

top/on top 
(position)

When something is directly above 
something else.
e.g. The ball is on top of the box.

ka hodima/hodima 
(boemo)

Ha ntho e le ka hodima e nngwe.
mohl. Bolo e ka hodima lebokose.

topic (data 
graph)

The heading of a graph that 
tells you what the graph is 
about.
e.g. This graph is about the 
colours of flowers that were 
collected.

re
d

ye
llo

w

pi
nk

pu
rp

le

Flower colours
sehlooho (kerafo ya 
datha)

Sehlooho sa kerafo se 
bolelang hore kerafo e mabapi 
le eng. 
mohl. Kerafo ena e mabapi 
le mebala ya dipalesa tse 
bokeletsweng.

kg
ub

ed
u

ts
he

hl
a

pi
nk

i

ph
er

es
e

Mebala ya dipalesa

total (money) The full amount due.
e.g. If you spend R5, R3 and R21, the total you have spent is  
R5 + R3 + R21 = R29.

kakaretso (tjhelete) Tjhelete kaofela e lebeletsweng. 
mohl. Haeba o sebedisa R5, R3 le R21, kakaretso e 
sebedisitsweng ke R5 + R3 + R21 = R29.
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total value 
(number)

In our number system, the decimal 
number system, the value of a digit 
depends on its place, or position, in the 
number. Each place has a value of 10 
times the place to its right. The place 
values used in Grade 2 are tens and 
units.
e.g. This drawing shows 24 sticks.  
The total value of 2 in the tens place  
is 20.

24

boleng ba kakaretso 
(palo)

Sistiming ya rona ya dipalo, sistimi ya 
palo ya desimale, boleng ba nomoro, 
kapa boemo, palong. Tulo ka nngwe 
ya boleng e na le dibaka tse 10 ho 
ya ka lehlakoreng le letona. Boleng 
bo sebediswang Kereiting ya 2 ke 
mashome le metso.
mohl. Dithupa di kae? Dithupa di 24. 
Ha o ngola 24 ho na le 2 e emetseng 
boleng ba mashome le 4 e emetseng 
boleng ba metso/di-nngwe.

24

triangle A shape with three straight sides. kgutlotharo Sebopeho se nang le mahlakore a 
mararo a otlolohileng.

turn To rotate (go around) a point.
e.g. When you open a door using a 
round doorhandle, you turn the handle. 

sotha Ho fetola (ho potoloha) ntlha.
mohl. Ha o bula lemati o sebedisa 
hentlele ya lemati e tjhtja, o a e sotha. 

two-digit 
number

A number which is written using two 
digits.
e.g. How many sticks are there? There 
are 24 sticks. 24 is a two-digit number.

24

palo e dinomoro  
di pedi

Palo e ngolwang ho sebediswa 
dinomoro tse pedi. 
mohl. Dithupa di kae? Dithupa di 24.  
24 ke palo ya dinomoro tse pedi.

24
twos When things or objects come in groups of two.

e.g. We can count: 2, 4, 6  
We can say: 3 groups of 2 or 2 + 2 + 2 or 3 × 2.

bobedi Ha dintho di tla ka dihlopha tsa pedi.
mohl. Re ka bala: 2, 4, 6 
Re ka re: dihlopha tse 3 ka 2 kapa 2 + 2 + 2 kapa 3 × 2.
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Uu
underneath When something is below something 

else.
e.g. The ball is underneath the table.

ka tlasa Ha ntho e le ka tlasa ho hong.
mohl. Bolo e ka tlasa tafole.

unit Single items which can be counted to find out the total of 
number of items in a given group.

motso Ntho e le nngwe e ka balwang ho fumana kakaretso ya 
sehlopha se fanweng.

unitary fraction A fraction which has a numerator value of 1.
e.g. 1

5 , 1
7 , etc.

frakshene e nang  
le metso

Frakshene e nang le lebadi la boleng ba 1. 
mohl. 1

5 , 1
7 , j.j.

units/ones Another name for one. A single item.
e.g. In place value, the ones place can also be called the  
units place.

metso/di-nngwe Lebitso le leng la nngwe. Ntho e le nngwe. 
mohl. Ho tulo ya sebaka, sebaka sa ntho e le nngwe se ka 
bitswa metso ya sebaka.

unknown 
number

A number whose value you do not know and you need to find. palo e sa 
tsebisahaleng

Palo eo o sa tsebeng boleng ba yona mme o lokelang ho bo 
fumana.

up The opposite of down.
e.g. I pick the cup up from the table. 
This arrow is pointing up.

hodimo Tatolo ya hodimo. 
mohl. Ke phahamisa kopi tafoleng. 
Motsu o shebile hodimo. 

Vv
value The value of something is how much that thing is worth. 

Numbers represent values.
boleng Boleng ba ntho le hore ke bokae. Dipalo di emetse boleng.

variable A letter used to represent an unknown value.
e.g. The letters x and y can take on any numeric value that is 
assigned to them, such as x = 5 and y = 17.

e feto-fetohang Tlhaku e sebediswang ho emela boleng bo sa tsejweng.
mohl. Ditlhaku x le y di ka nka boleng bofe kapa bofe ba dipalo 
boo di bo abetsweng. Jwalo ka x = 5 le y = 17. 

vertical Going up and down.
e.g. The lines are vertical. They go from 
top to bottom.

ho nyolosa le ho 
theosa

E yang hodimo le tlase.
mohl. Mela e moseng wa ngwanana e 
ya nyolosa le ho theosa. E ya hodimo le 
tlase. 
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views (top view, 
side view, front 
view)

What you see when you look at a shape from different positions.
e.g. This is the top, front and side view of a car.

diponahalo 
(ponahalo e ka 
hodimo, ponahalo 
e lehlakoreng, 
ponahalo e kapele)

Seo o se bonang ha o sheba sebopeho ho tloha dibakeng tse 
fapaneng.
mohl. Bona ke bokahodimo, bokapele le lehlakore la koloi.

volume The amount of space occupied by an object. mothamo Bongata ba sebaka se nkilweng ke ntho.

Ww
week See day. There are 7 days in a week. beke Sheba letsatsi. Ho na le matsatsi a 7 bekeng.

whole All, everything, total amount. All of the parts together. e feletseng Kaofela, ntho e nngwe le e nngwe, kakaretso. Dikarolo tsohle 
hammoho.

whole number Whole numbers are counting numbers starting from 0.
e.g. 0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, …

palo e feletseng Dipalo tse feletseng ke ho bala dipalo ho tloha ho 0.
mohl. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, …

wider More wide.
e.g. This house door is wide but the church door is wider. 

house church

width width

pharaletseng E pharaletse haholwanyane. 
mohl. Lemati la ntlo ena le pharaletse empa lemati la kereke le 
pharaletse ho feta.

ntlo kereke

bophara bophara
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width The distance across from side to side 
of an object.
e.g. The width of this door is 80 cm.

80 cm bophara Sebaka ho tloha lehlakoreng le leng la 
ntho ho ya ka ho le leng. 
mohl. Bophara ba lemati ke 80 cm.

80 cm

word problems Maths problems which are stated using words and numerals. 
They sometimes have diagrams.

mathata a mantswe Mathata a Mmetse a hlaloswang ka mantswe le dipalo.  
Ka dinako tse ding a na le didayakeramo.

Yy
year A year is a period of time that is 12 months long. The calendar 

year we use has 365 days (366 in a leap year).
selemo Selemo ke nako e bolelele ba dikgwedi tse 12. Khalendara ya 

selemo eo re e sebedisang e na le matsatsi a 365 (dilemo tse 
ding de na le matsatsi a 366).

yesterday One day ago. The day before today. maobane Letsatsi le leng le fetileng. Letsatsi la pele ho la kajeno.

Zz
zero The numeral 0, nothing or nought. noto Palo ya 0, ha ho letho kapa noto.
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